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P R E F A C E. 


M.YSY years ago, while barely in mj' “teens,” I had the 
good fortune to fall in with Waterton’s Wandu'inji, then 
newly placed in the school library. The book fascinated 
me. Week after week I took it out of the library, and 
really think that I could have repeated it verbatim from 
beginning to end. It was a glimpse into an unknown 
wmrld, where I longed to follow the Wanderer, little 
thinking that I should ever have the privilege of visiting 
him in his wonderful Yorkshire home. I looked upon 
Waterton much as the pagans of old regarded their 
demi-gods, and not even Sinbacl the Sailor was so in- 
teresting a personage to me as Waterton the Wanderer. 

Hut there was one drawback to the full enjoyment 
and comprehension of the book. It mentioned all kinds 
of animals, birds, and trees, and I did not know what 
they were, nor was there any one who could tell me. I 
did not know what a Salempenta was, except that it 



was good fi ij.it. Lt might l_o a m mkey, a fish. or u 
fruit. Neither could I idenufv the Coiianacouchi. 
Laburri. CaiU'iU'li. I »urai[uaia, llmiton. "r Karabiiniti, 
except tli it the three iif;t We.e makes reel the three last 
Wel'e birds 

It was certainly plea-suit to leant that the traveller 
in Guiana would he awakened by the crowing ot the 
Hanuaijuoi. but there wto no one who could tell me 
what kind of a bird the llanuayiioi might he. Then, 
as to trees. I did not know the Siloabali, or the W allaha, 
or even the Purple-heart, nor how the last mentioned 
tiee could he made into a Woud.skin 1 wanted a guide 
to the W'hnlci'iii'j*, and such a guide 1 have attempted 
to supply in the “ Kxplaimtoiy Index.'’ I believe that 
there is not a single living creature or tree mentioned 
by Wat 1 . 1 ton concerning which more or less information 
cannot be found in this Index. 

The T/G/tiA /■////-. I have leti unloiichid as Wutcrton 
wrote them, not adding or altering or cancelling a 
syllable. They constitute, so to speak, the central 
brilliant of a ring, round which are arranged jewels 
of inferior value, so as to -et off tin- beauty of the 

principal gem. 

The plan of aiiangi-ineiit is as follow:- . I'ir.-t come- 
a short biography of Wutc-iton as the Wanderer, and 
then a memoir of Watertmi at home. Next come the 
1! "a,/,, exactly as lie wrote them. Then there is 
.m I. jdcuafoiy Index, and l.:-dh a lew lclwul.s on the 
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system ot Taxidermy which lie created, and m which 
ho save me personal instruction. 

I have much pleasure in recording my obligations to 
Edmund AVaterton, Esq., who kindly permitted act es- 
to the old family recmds, which he is now arranging 
for publication. Alsu to Id. I’. L. Sclater, Secretary of 
the Zoological Society, for the assistance which he 
rendered in identifying several of the birds; and to 
■ 1. Britten, Escp, of tlio British Museum, for the great 
pains which he took in ascertaining the names of some 
of the Guianan trees, without w hich names tlio woi k 
would have been impel feet 




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

I of feu this hook of JVu n<l / m;/* with a hesitating 
hand. It has little merit, and must make its way through 
the world as well as it can. It will receive many a jostle 
as it goes along, and perhaps is destined to add one move 
to the number of slain, in the field of modern criticism. 
Rut if it fall, it may still, in death, he u-eliil to me; for, 
should some accidental rover take it up, and, in turning 
over its pages, imbibe the idea of going out to explore 
Guiana, in order to give the world an enlarged descrip- 
tion of that noble country, I shall say, fort cm ad lort in 
misi,” and demand the armour: that is, I shall lay claim 
to a certain portion of the honours lie will receive, upon 
the plea, that I was the hist mover of his discoveries ; 
for, as 1 lysses sent Achilles to Trov, so I sent him to 
Guiana. I intended to have written much more at 
length; but days, and months, and years, have passed 
away, and nothing has been done. Thinking it verv 
probable that I shall never have patience enough to sit 
down and write a toll account of all 1 saw and examined 
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iu tlmse lftuntL* \vilu'. ! g;\e up the iiiiuitit.il < < t < l< iii i 
so, and send fuith this account of my If'./.ad/ .'/<;/>, just 
as it was written at the time 

If critics are displeased with it in its pie-sent form, I 
hey to observe, that it A not totally devoid of inte-iest, 
and that it contain* something useful. Several >.f the 
unfortunate gentlemen who went out to explore the 
Congo, were thankful for the instructions they found in 
it ; and Sir Joseph Hanks, on sending hack the journal, 
said in his letter, '‘I return your journal, with abundant 
thanks for the very instinctive lesson you have favoured 
us with thi* morning, which far excelled, in real utility, 
everything I have hitheito Seen.'' And in another letter 
he say--, “1 hear with puiticulur pleasure your intention 
of resuming your interesting tiavels, to which natmal 
histni'v lias already heeu so much indehted." And a"uin 
I am sorry you did not deposit some part ot your last 
lamest of birds in the British ilu-eum, that your n.uim 
might hieconie familiar to naturalists, ,uul vour unrivalled 
skill in ]>rc-sei vine birds be made known to the public. ’ 
And again, - You ceitainly have talent- to s,-t f',,rth a 
book, whnb will improve and extend mateiiullv the 
bounds ot natural science.’’ 

Sir Josi-pk net er read tin- fluid advuituie. Whilst 
1 was ong.igeil in it, deatli lobbed England of one of her 
mo-n valuable subjects, and deprived the loyal Society 
<>t its bright, st ornament. 
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Ix the introductory prefaces to THc/. ,7.„b t }Vnn<lcrin<ii. Jut 
the author has afforded hut little account of himself, hut 
in the volumes of his and some of lu's Letters, 

he lias fortunately given a sullicienev of information to 
furnish a tolerably unbroken biography from las birth to 
his death. Ihs was a Very long life, and as he considered 
that life as a sacred trust, lie never wasted an hour of it. 


Watertox was the representative of one of the most 
ancient English families, and was justly proud of his 
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,s,,-T descent from Sir Thun, ' More. A *-!•• k which had U- 

- il ' ''' hunted to that, great. ancestor i' stdl m existence, and 
occupied a place ot honour on the upper lauding of the 
central staircase ol' Walton Hail. It A but a little 
clock, and lias cnly a single hand, hut it keeps time it' 
avell as ever, and the sound of its hell is so clear, that it 
can he heard at it coiisideiaole di-tame from the house 
lie mentions in his own quaint way. that it his ancestor-' 
had been as careful of their family records as Arabs ate 
of the pedigiees of their lmrses. lie might have been able 
to trace his descent up to Adam and live. 

The following account of the Watcrton familv is taken 
from the ., { X, •- ot dune 17. lS<<-7>, and 

has been revist d by a member ot the house. 

"The good and amiable old I.ord of Walton, (.’hallos 
A aterton, hotter known for miles around his ancestral 
domain as '-/A. sipiiiv, win tin: representative of one 
of our most ancient untiiled aristocratic families,- and, what 
is more desOiving of record in these days, in the male 
line. 

‘•Ills ancestor, lie in or, the soli of Xurman of Xonnandv, 
who became Lord ol \\ aterton in ll.V.i, was of Saxon 
origin. The ‘Watertons of Watcrton hecame extinct in 
the male line in the filteeuth Century, when their va't 
pri"f"ions ].a'scd away, through Cecilia, wife of Lord 
\\ elles and heiress ot her brother, Sir Hubert Watcrton. 
to her lour daughters and eu-lien — es, who married, 
respectively. Hubert, hold Willoughby de Lrt-'bv, Sir 
i homa' l/ymoke, Timm is Lauvence, Imp, and Sit 
1 hennas 1 »i la ware. 

Sn dm iii W ale it i ill v ,i b’ch 'he lilt of l.iiicoln in 1 lot 
and master ol the iioise to llenrv V. at Agincourt. sp 
bkioeit. his brothir who'e wife was a lad v of the gaiter, 
'• was govern.. 1 Ot i‘i •lil'Ti act (’astl- while Iii. hard II was 
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confined there : he had been mtister of the horse to Henry 
i \’. Sir Hugh, another brother, held high offices of state. 

( 'harles AYateitou, in whom the representation of Ins 
ancient house was vested, was descended from liieliavd, 
second son of William Waterton, Lord of Waterton, who 
died in 12 ."id. In 1435 John Waterton married the 
heiress of Sir William AsLenhull, and became Lord of 
Walton and Uawthorne, juri nun-is. 

“Walton formed pait of the Honour of Pontefract, of Poufejni^, 
which Asheuliold, a Saxon thane, was the Lord, and vliicli 
was held by his son Ailric, in the reign of S. Edward 
the Confessor. At the Conquest it was given hv William 
tlie Norm an to one of his followers, Ilbert de Lacy, who 
granted it back again to Ailric, father of Suein. Adam, 
the son of Suein, Lord of Prierley, Cawthorne, and Walton, 
was the founder of the priory of Monk Pretton, and left 
two daughters and co-heiresses, Aniabd and Matilda. The 
former had Walton and Cawthorne, and became the wife of 
William de Ncvile. They had one daughter and heiress, 
who nnuried Thomas, tlie son of Philip de Purgh. "Walton 
and Cawthorne remained in the possession of the He 
Purglis for seven generations, and then passed with the 
co-heiress of Sir John de Purgh to Sir William Asheidiull, 
whose heiress conveyed it to John W aterton in 14J~>. 

“Thus Air. Waterton was twenty-seventh Lord of 
Walton, and sixteenth from John Wateiton, who acquired 
that lordship. There was a grant of free warren at Walton 
in the reign of Edward I., and a lieeu.-e to erenellate in 
1 Aid. Without reference to the numerous distinguished 
alliances of his ancestors, it may be interesting to state 
that Air. Waterton, through distinct sources, traced his 
descent several times over from S. Alatilda, (preen of 
(lermanv; S. Alargavct ut Scotland. S. H umbel t of Savoy, J 

S. l.ouis of Fraueo, s. Ecrdmaud ol • 'aside, and Wl.nlimir 
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the Great, called S. Wkuhmir of Russia. and Anne, called 
S. Anne of Russia. Through his grandmother he was 
ninth in descent from Sir Thomas MoreS 

The Watertons fared but badly in the stormy times of 
the Reformation, and, preferring conscience to property, 
they retained their ancient faith, but lost heavily in this 
world's goods. The many coercive acts against the Roman 
Catholics naturally had their effect, not only on those 
who actually lived in the time of the Reformation, hut 
upon their successors. A Roman Catholic could not sit in 
parliament, he could not hold a commission in the army, 
he could not be a justice of the peace, lie had to pay 
double land-tax, and to think himself fortunate if he had 
any land left on which taxes could be demanded. He was 
not allowed to keep a horse woitli more than five pounds, 
and, more irritating than all. lie had either to attend the 
parish church or to pay twenty pounds for every month of 
absence, In fact, a Roman Catholic was looked upon and 
treated as a wholly inferior being, and held much the same 
relative position to his persecutors as Jews held towards 
the Normans and Saxons in the times of the Crusades. 

Within the memory of many now living, the worst of 
the oppressive act* have 1 >eeu repealed, and Roman Catholics 
are now as live to follow their own form of worship as 
brtoie the days o! Jhnry A III. They have seats in 
pailnanent and on the bench, they hold commissions both 
in the army and navy, and all the petty hut galling inter- 
ieivncts with the details of their private life have been 
abolished. 


Still, \\ atevt-on was, during some of his best years, a 
per.'Oiial sutterer bom tln^e acts, and they rankled too 
deeply in his mind to be forgotten. Hence, the repeated 
and mostly irrelevant allusions in his writings to Martin 
Luther, Heme A III.. Gueon Ro*s, xVrchbishop Cramner, 
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Oliver Cromwell, Charles Stuart, “ Dutch William ” (mostly 
associated with the “ Hanoverian ” rat and the national 
debt ■, and other personages celebrated in history. 

Deeply as he felt the indignities to which lie and his 
family and eo-ieligiouists had been subjected, and fre- 
quently as he referred to them, both in writing and con- 
versation, he never used a worm weapon than irony, and 
even that was tempered by an underlying current of 
humour. He had fell the wounds, but lie could jest at 
the scars. 

On principle he refused to qualify as Deputy-Lieu- 
tenant and magistrate, because he had been debarred from 
doing so previously to the Emancipation Act. His son, 
however, selves both offices. 

Born in 1782, he spent Ins childish years in the old 
mansion and grounds of the family, and at a very early age 
displayed those powers of observation, love of nature and 
enterpiise, which enabled him to earn a place among the 
first order of practical naturalists both at home and abroad. 

At ten years of age lie was placed under the Lev. A. 
Strong’s care, in a school just founded at Tudlioe, a village 
near Durham. From Waterton's reminiscences, liis in- 
structor seems to have inclined to the severe order of dis- 
cipline, and to have been rather liberal of the birch, of 
which instrument Waterton had his full share. His 
account of storming the larder for the support of hungry 
inmates ; of the anxious glances which he cast in the 
morning to judge by the master's wig of the state of his 
temper; and of being captured in the very art of getting 
through a barred window, is exceedingly humorous. 

He also relates two anecdotes, both telling against him- 
self, and both prospective, as it were, of the celebrated 
fact of riding on the back of a cayman and of his sliip- 
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wreck, lie was il,u> .1 by his comrades to get on the 
back of a cow. which he did. hut les> fortunate than in 
his cayman adventure. «;h ignominioudy thrown over 
her horns, lie also took it into his head to get into a 
wasliing-tuh, and take a cruise in the hoiso-pond ; hut lost 
his balance at the sudden appearance of the master, and 
was overturned into the muddy water. 

The whole of the account of his Tudhoe school ex- 
periences is given in a collected volume of hi- TJ^soys "</// 
Lrtfws (F. AVarne Ox Cog, edited by Mr. X. Moore, who 
had the sad privilege of being with him when lie met with 
his fatal accident, and by bis sofa when he died, about 
thirty-eight hours afterwaids. 

Tudhoe then being only a preliminary school, though it 
has since developed into U.-duiw College, Wateriou was re- 
moved at fom teen yearn of age to Stunyhur-t, where he 
was oil'* ot the first pupils. This establishment, then a 
comparatively small one, was conducted by the English 
do-uits who had been driven from their home at Licae. 
Of them bVaterton always spoke with reverence and 
affection, and his life at Stonyhuist was a singularlv 
happy one. 

At first, his ingrained propensity lor enterprise led him 
into trouble, and one adventure is too good not to be 
narrated in Ins own words. ][0 account of it X another 
example of the way in which he enjoyed telling an 
anecdote against himself. 

*' At Stonyhmwt there are boundaries marked out to the 
.students, which they aie not allowed to pass; and there 
are prelects always pacing to and fio within the lines to 
prevent any unlucky boy from straying on the other side 
of them. 

“ Notwithstanding t lie vigilance of the lynx-eyed guar- 
ilmn- T would now ,md then m mage b> , ;n ,d w.aild 
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i>ult into <i very extensive labyiinth of vow and holly 
trees close at hand. It was the chosen place fur animated 
nature. Birds, in particular, used to frequent the spacious 
enclosure, both to obtain food and enjoy security. Many 
a time have I hunted the foumart and the squirrel. I 
once took a cut through it to a neighbouring wood, 
where I knew of a carrion-crow’s nest. The prefect missed r. ,■>/ 
me; and judging that I had gone into the labyrinth, he ' tUy " 
gave chase without loss of time. After eluding him in 
cover for nearly half an hour, being hard pressed, I took 
away down a hedgerow. 

“ Here (as I learned afterwards) he got a distant sight 
of me; hut it was not sufficiently distinct for him to know 
to a certainty that I was the fugitive. I luckily succeeded 
in reaching he outbuildings which abutted oil the college, 
and lay at a considerable distance from the place where 
1 had first started. I had ju.-t time to enter the postern 
gate of a pigsty, when, most oppoituinly. I found old Joe 
Bowivn, the brewer, bringing straw into the sty. He was in 

more attached to me than to any other boy, for I had " ' ' 

known him when I was at school in the Xorth, and had 
made him a present of a very tine terrier. 

‘•‘I’ve just saved myself, Joe,’ said 1; ‘cover me up 
with litter.’ 

“He had hardly complied with my request, when in 
bounced the prefect by the same gate through which I had 
i litered. 

“ ‘ Have you seen Chaik- AYaterton ' ‘ said he, quite out- 
of breath. 

" !My trusty guardian answered, in a tone of voice 
which would have deceived anybody, '.Sir, I have not 
spoken a word to Charles \\ atertuii them three days, to 

the ho'l of my knowledge. 

“Upon tlii-. the prelect, having lu-t all scent of me, 
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gave up the pursuit, and went his way. When he had 
E-uifi. disappeared, I stole out of cover, as strongly perfumed as 
was old Falstaff when they had turned him out of the 
Luck basket. 

“ Once I had gone into the labyrinth to look into a 
magpie’s nest, which was in a high hollow tree ; and 
hearing the sound of voices near, I managed to get a 
resting-place in the tree just over the nest, and there I 
squatted, waiting the event. Immediately the President, 
two other Jesuits, and the present Air. Salvin of Croxdale 
Hall, passed close under the tree without perceiving me. 

“ The good fathers were aware of my predominant pro- 
pensity. Though it was innocent in itself, nevertheless it 
was productive of harm in its consequences, by causing 
me to break the college rules, and thus to give a bad 
example to the community at large. Wherefore, with a 
Tn-i'iht magnanimity, and excellent exercise of judgment, which 
ch n-n'‘>cr al ' e on b’ province of those who have acquired a con- 
summate knowledge of human nature, aud who know how 
to turn to advantage the extraordinary dispositions of those 
intrusted to their care, they sagaciously managed matters 
in such a way as to enable me to ride my hobby to a 
certain extent, and still, at the same time, to prevent me 
from giving a bad example. 

*■ As the establishment was very large, and as it con- 
tained an abundance of prey, the Hanoverian rat, which 
lattens >o Hell on English food, and which alwavs con- 
trives to thrust its nose into every man s house when there 
is anything to be got, swarmed throughout the vast extent 
of this antiquated mansion. The ability which I showed 
in curtailing the caieer of this voracious intruder did not 
fail to bring me into considerable notice. The cook, the 
baker, the garden, r, and my friend old lSutvren, could all 
bear testimony to my progress in this line. By a mutual 
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understanding I was made rat-catcher to the establishment, 
and also fox-taker, foumart-killer, and crossbow-charger at 
the time when the young rooks were Hedged. Moreover, 

I fulfilled the duties of organ-blower anti football-maker 
with entire satisfaction to the public. 

“ I was now at the height of my ambition. I followed 
tip my calling with great success. The vermin disap- Com- 
peared. by the dozen; the books were moderately well 
thumbed ; and, according to my notion of things, all went 
on perfectly right.'’ 

One of those wise teachers did him an inestimable ser- 
vice. He called the lad into his room, told him that his 
roving disposition would carry him into distant countries, 
and asked him to promise that from that time he would not 
tom li either wine or spirits. Wuterton gave the promise, 
and kept it to the hour of his death, more than sixty years 
afterwards. Once, when returning from one of his foreign 
expeditions, he took a glass of beer at dinner, but, finding 
the taste, from long disuse, unpleasantly bitter, he put 
down the glass and never touched beer again. 

At the age of eighteen he left Stonyhurst with much Dcportvn 
regret, and after a year spent at Walton Hall amid the 
pleasures of the field, he started on the fir-t of his jour- l""’ 1 ''- 
neys abroad. It was during the Peace of Amiens, and 
Spain was chosen as the country which he should visit. 

After staying a short time at Cadiz, lie sailed for Malaga, 
and had the good fortune to visit Gibraltar just in time 
to see the celebrated apes. 

Gibraltar was the last place in Europe where apes lived 
wild. How they got there no one knows, but Wateitcn 
suggests in one of his Essays that they belonged originally 
to Africa. 

“ Let us imagine that, in times long gone by, the pre- 
sent Hock of Gibraltar was muted to the corresponding 
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; ,, f mountain called A] 'c s Hill, on the coast of Burbnry; ami 

],y some tremendous convulsion <>f nature, a channel 
had keen made between them, and had thus allowed the 
vast Atlantic Ocean to mix its waves with those of 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

*• If apes had keen on Gibraltar when the sudden shock 
occurred, these unlucky mimic kers of man would have 
seen their late iuteiviuse with Africa ipiito at an end. A 
rolling ocean, deep and dangerous, would have convinced 
them that there wmdd never again he a highway overland 
from Europe into Africa at the Straits of Gibraltar. 

‘•Xow as long a- trees were allowed to grow on the 
Rock of Gikialtar, these prisoner-apes would have keen 
pivttv well off. Hut, in the lapse of time and change of 
■ iruunstances, forced by ' ms es'ity’s supreme command,’ for 
want of tree s, tkyv would be obliged to take to the ground 
.ill all- fours. iurl to adopt a Very dill'orent kind of life 
from that which they hud hitherto pursued." 

The animal here mentioned is the Barkary Ape, or 
Magot, a species of i\Licaei|ue. At Gibraltar it feeds 
largely on the 'scorpions that have their habitations under 
the loos.- -tones. 1 do not think that Waterton’s sugges- 
lion as to its altered habits is earned out by facts, for the 
magot is ijuite as much at home among rocks or among 
trees, as -in 1 the gicat baboons of Southern Africa. I 
7 " .i/a, have -ecu a nu mb - t of magot.s in a large cage, or 
lather, apartment, in the open air. They were supplied 
.;th lviek-vnrk and trees, and of tlm two seemed to 
pi'etoi the lonuer. Their color, m harmonised -'ll completely 
null that of the rough '•tones on which they sat, that 
many pi m pa -~ed the cage, thinking it P , he untenanted, 
'•'bile live or -i\ mneot- were seated among the rocks, and 
almost as motionless as the stones themselves. 

( o-iiei'tillv. the Gibraltar magots keep tliemselves so 
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much ali ml', that they cannot be seen without the aid ot' a 
telescope, but Vatertou was fortunate enough to see the 
whole colony on the move, they being forced to leave their 
quarters by a change of wind. He counted between titty 
and sixty of them, some having young ou their backs. 

After staying for more than a year in Malaga, and 
having apparently in the meantime acquired the Spanish 
language, of which he was totally ignorant when he en- 
tered Cadiz, hut in which he was afterwards a proficient. ri," 
lie projected a visit to Malta, but was checked by a ter- 
i ible obstacle. This was the “ black-vomit,” which broke 
out with irresistible force, accompanied with cholera and 
yellow fever. 

The population died by thousands, and so many were 
the victims of these diseases that graws could not he dug 
fast enough to keep pace with the mortality. Large pits 
were dug — much like our plague-pits — and as they could 
not accommodate the coffins, the bodies of the dead wen- 
flung promiscuously into the pits. An uncle of Waterton 
died of the disease, his body was taken out of its colli 11 
and thrown into the pit, and just beneath him lay the 
body of a Spanish marquis. Xo less than fouiteen thou- 
sand people died in Malaga, notwithstanding that fifty 
thousand persons had tied from the city. 

'Waterton did not escape scatheless, lie was seized 
with the black-vomit, but, although it was thought that s c 
he could not live until the following day, his great strength 
of constitution, aided by his simple mode of life, enabled 
him to conquer in the struggle. As if to add to the terrors 
of the time, earthquakes followed tire plague, and every one 
who possessed another home was anxious to leave a spot 
which had been stricken with such plagues, and among 
them was Waterton. lint the authorities had mean- 
while laid an embargo on tbe shipping, and it was next to 
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impossible to yet away. At last, at the risk of imprison- 
ment for life, he escaped by the daring and forethought 
of a Swedish captain. 

lie took on board "Waterloo and his younger brother, 
the former being enti red on the ship’s books as a Swedish 
carpenter, and the latter as a passenger. How carefully 
the escape was planned, and how skilfully it was executed, 
must be told in Waterton’s own words : — 


“ We slept onboard for many successive nights, in hopes 
of a fair wind to cany us through the Straits. At last, a 
real east wind did come, and it blew with great violence. 
The captain, whose foresight and precautions were truly 
adrniiable, had given the strictest orders to the crew that 
not a word should be spoken whilst we were preparing to 
escape. We lay in close tier amongst forty sail of mer- 
chantmen. The liarbour-rnaster having come his usual 
rounds and found all right, passed on without making any 
observations. 


“ At one o'clock. r.M., just as the governor had gone to 
the eastward to take an airing in his carriage, as was his 
custom every day, and the boats of two Spanish brigs-of- 
war at anchor in the harbour had landed their otlicers fur 
the afternoon's amusements, our vessel worked out clear 
of the rest, and instantly became a cloud of canvas. The 
captain’s countenance, which was- wry manly, exhibited a 
portrait of cool intrepidity rarely seen: had I possessed 
the power, I would have made him an admiral on the spot. 

I he vessel drove through the suit' with .such a press of 
sail that I expected every moment to see her topmasts 
cariii'il away. Long betore the brigs- of- war had got their 
ottieeis on board, and had weighed in chase of us, we were 
$•" f<‘ r at -' e a : and when night had set in we lost sight of them 
ior ever, our vessel pacing Gibraltar at the rate of nearly 
eleven knots an hour.'’ 
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It was indeed fortunate for Waterton that lie succeeded 
in making his escape, for in the following spring the plague 
returned with increased violence, and no less than thirty- 
six thousand more victims perished. Waterton never 
dwells on the hardships and sufferings which he under- 
went in his travels, but he remarks that his constitution 
was much shaken by the Malaga illness, and that in all 
probability lie would not have survived a second attack. 
He had tried to persuade another uncle to take part in the 
escape, but he declined, and was carried off' by the second 
outbreak of the pestilence. 

So ended Waterton ’s first experience of foreign travel. 
It was not by any means an encouraging tour, for he had 
lost relatives, friends, and health, while he had gained 
little except a knowledge of travel, and the sight of 
flamingos, vultures, and apes at liberty. 

It was characteristic of Waterton that when he found 
himself at Hull, forty-four years after he started on his 
travels, lie made inquiries about the captain of the ship in 
which lie took his first voyage, discovered that he was 
alive, sought him out, and renewed the acquaintance 
begun so many years before. 

His weakened state caused him to take cold as he was 
sailing up the Channel ; the cold settled on the lungs, and 
lie was scarcely in less danger in Knghuid than lie had 
been in Malaga. However, he again rallied, and was able 
once more to join the hunting-field. Mill, the shock to 
the svsteni had been very great, and to the end of his 
life, though he could endure almost any amount of heat, 
lie was painfully Sensitive to cold, and especially to cold 
winds. The chilly climate ot Kngl.md did not agree 
with his health, and he found himself again obliged 
to go abroad. He longed, he said, " to bask in a warmer 
sun." 
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Some estates in Heineraia being in possession ol the 
family, AA’ ateiton went to superintend them, and in the 
interval before stalling, made the personal acquaintance 
of Sir Joseph Banks, who at once appreciated the powers 
which the young tiaveller was afterwards to develop. 
He gave AVaterton a piece of most excellent advice, 
namely, to come home l'or a time at least once in three 
year--. 

He continued to administer the estates for eight years, 
when, as both his lather and uncle, the proprietors of the 
estates, were dead, he handed over the pioperty to those 
who had a right to it, and tlieuce began his world-famed 
WluuJl, ur/s, the account of which will be given exactly 
is lie wrote it; without the change or oinisdun of a 
syllable, c r the addition of a lute. 
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I ••liiiK \ to Oiinoio with d'-spnidics. — Advc-ntun- with a vi-iimiii.U' ~u..lv 

—An invuhmtiiiy ljarh — A huge 1 i-.iyman. — The Latam snake.— 

IHmnr j.u-ty in Angostura. — A ti.o libiiul tal — Tin Guv.-moi', 
uuili >1 in. — l'liimg m -liiit-sl' i-vc-. — A ltinie si u-ilile unifoiii!. — 1'utp- 
lii ation ui the IVumh * mgs. — Ilcctjptijn by the criti'S, — Sydney smith 
— S«. mintin' >• I’lin isin upon the- c-.n n,.u; — Ti ut lx in riie gm-li of tii rimi. 

— Viiii-i toll's siyli ul wiitmg. — niivUtimis - 1 Its i.nomiti .unliois.- 
SeUse of Illinium. — How lie aii'Wvicd tlie uitn,. — L’li.ii'g,- el ami 
tii'itr. — How In w,.e crceatrii . — Travi!~ eii tlm Continent. -ship- 
wrick. — ("I. ill, mt cmnltiet of l’litn e Caiiinu. — Lost la, gold — fall into 
Di'Vir lnilhnttr mill iiiutow i s, api\ — Tlie l.uin t .nnl lalomel. — ludg.- 
mtiit of the vampin'. — A bad tiotind, — Lai, 1.-. I and bad pavement. 

Mode of cine. — A. ■ ith - at lien. a. — Cl tin -hot Wound. — Si v.-i.- t ,11 „nd 

ilaligi finis injttih '. — C’rowthei tin- lmiii-s, ttei A painful ojii tatioii. 

I Ititnate lei eveiy. - A eli.u.ii ti ’nlii waiiniig. 

Dt KlXG his stay in Deiiieiuva, lie v.a.s selected as tin- //■ -y-,./' 
hc-arcr of despatches to tin- Spanish Government in "'“ l ' 
Orinoco, and received the first commission which had 
heen held hv any one hearing the name of Waterton 
since the days of (Jvu-en Alary ; tin- cniiiinission being 
dated August ' 1 , Isom. 

'While passing up the Oiinoeu river in the fultilnient 
of this mission, an adventure I'ceiirred which had well 
nigh deprived the world of the Jf’e ,’i n : : .. 

•' I Hiring the \\ hole of the passage up the i i\ er. there \\ a ~ 
a grand hast lor the eyes and eats of an ornithologist. In 
ihe .swampy ]iait-. of the wondnl islands, which ahoun'! in 

I I li - mighyv riv-T. we 'i\\ waleilov,! uinnineiahle ; and 
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,! when we had reached the higher grounds it was quite 
charming to observe the immense quantities of parrots and 
scarlet aras which passed over our heads. The loud harsh 
screams of the bird called the horned screamer were heard 
far and near : and I could frequently get a sight of this 
extraordinary bird as we passed along ; but I never 
managed to bring one down with the guu, on account of 
the difficulty of approaching it. 

“ YYhile v e were wending our way up the river, an 
accident happened of a somewhat singular nature. There 
was a latge labarri snake coiled up in a bush, which was 
close to us. I tired at it, and wounded it so severely that 
it could not escape. Being wishful to dissect it, I reached 
over into the bush, with the intention to , seize it by tin 1 
throat, and convey it aboard. The Spaniard at the tiller, 
on seeing this, took the alarm, and immediately put his 
helm uport. This forced the vessel’s head to the stream, 
and I was left hanging to the bush with the snake close to 
me. not having been able to recover my balance as the vessel 
veered from the land. 1 kept firm hold of the branch to 
which I was clinging, and was three times overhead in 
the water below, presenting an easy prey to any alligator 
that might have been on the look-out for a meal. 

'• Luckily a man who was standing near the pilot, on 
see ing what had happened, rushed to the helm, seized hold 
of it, and put it hard a-starboard, in time to bring the 
'!■ i head of the vessel back again. As they were pulling 
me up. I saw that the snake was evidently too far gone 
to do mischief : and so I laid hold of it and brought 
it aboard with me. to the horror and aurprise of the crew. 
It measured eight feet in length. As soon as I had 
cot a change of clothes, I killed it, and made a dissection 
of the bead 

" 1 would sometimes go a 'Imre in the swamps to shoot 
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maroudies, which are somewhat related to the pheasant ; 
hut they were very shy, and it required considerable 
address to get within shot of them. In these lit lie 
excursions I now and then smarted for my pains. ih>re 
than once I got among some hungry leeches, which made 
pretty' free with my legs. The morning after I had had 
the adventure with the Labarri snake, a cayman slowly 
passed our vessel. All on board agreed that this tyrant 
of the fresh waters could not he less than thirty feet 
long/’ 

I ought to state that the Laharri snake here mentioned 
is one of the most venomous serpents of (luian.i, but 
as it will be fully described in a subsequent pace, I 
shall say no more about it at present. AVatevlmi never 
feared snakes, even though knowing th.it their Bite is 
certain death, but the coxswain of the Boat, m.t having 
such nerve, might well he excused for taking ahum. 

A rather amusing incident took place when lie had 
reached his destination. 

“On arriving at Angostura, the capital of the Orinoco . 
we were received with great politeness by the Governor. 
Nothing could surpass the hospitality of the prim ipal 
inhabitants. They never seemed satisfied unless we were 
partaking of the dainties which their houses attended. 
Indeed, we had feasting, dancing, and music in super- 
abundance. 

“The Governor. T)rm Felipe do Ynuarfo. was tall and 77,,. 
corpulent. O11 our tiist introduction, lie told me that he ''' ur ' 
expected the pleasure of our company to dinner every 
day during our stay in Angostura. We had ceitainlv 
every reason to entertain very high noth nit, of the 
plentiful supply* of good tilings which Oiinoeo afforded ; 
for, at the first day's dinner, f coin. fid nunc than lbity 
dishes of fish and flesh. The governor was sii] erbiv 
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iitt ir»'il in a full uniform of gold and Line, the weight 
of which alone, in that hot climate, and at such a 
repast, was enough to have melted him down. He had 
not half got through his soup before he began visibly 
to liquefy. I looked at him, and bethought me of the 
old saving, ‘ IIow I sweat ! said the mutton-chop to the 
gridiron.’ 

"He limy became exceedingly uneasy; and I myself 
had cause for alarm ; but our sensations arose from very 
different causes. He, no doubt, already felt that the 
tightness of his uniform, and the weight of the orna- 
ments upon it, would never allow him to get through 
that day’s dinner with any degree of comfort to liitn- 
«(df; I, on the other hand (who would have been amply 
satisfied with one dish well done) was horrified at the 
appalling sight of so many meats before me. Good- 
breeding whispered to me, and said ; ‘ Try a little of 
most of them.’ Temperance replied, ‘ Do so at your 
peril ; and for your over-strained courtesy, you shall 
have yellow-fever before midnight.’ 

1 “At last the Governor said to me, in Spanish, ‘Don 
Carlos, this is more than man can bear. Xo jwrilo safrir 
trrntn. 1’rav pull off your coat, and tell your companions to 
do tbe same ; and I'll show them the example.’ On saying 
this, he stripped to the waistcoat ; and I and my friends 
and every officer at table did the same. The next day, 
at dinner-time, we found his Excellency clad in a uniform 
of blue Salcmpore, slightly edged with gold lace.” 

His tropical Wn ml rings came to au end in 1S2.1, in 
which yi-ar lie published the now famous volume. At 
timt, he received from the critics much the same treat- 
ment did Truce and Le Vaillant. Critics would not 
believe that Bruce ever saw a living ox cut up for food, or 
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that the Ahyssinians ate beef raw in preference to cooked. rb 
Neither would they believe that Le Yailiaut ever chased 
a giraffe, because, as they said, there was no such animal, 
and that therefore, Le Yaillant could not have seen it. 

Similarly, some of Waterton’s statements were received 
with a storm of derision, more especially his account of 
the sloth and its strange way of living ; of the mode of 
handling deadly serpents, and above all, his ride on the 
back of a cayman. There is however one honourable 
exception in the person of Sydney Smith, who devoted 
one of his wittiest and happiest essays to a review of 
the Wanthi'iurj'i and fully recognized the extraordinary 
powers of Waterton. 

According to Sydney Smith, Waterton “ appears in early 
life to have been seized with an unconquerable aversion to b " llth - 
Piccadilly, and to that train of meteorological questions 
and answers which forms the great staple of polite con- 
versation. . . 

“The sun exhausted him by day, the mosquitos bit 

him by night, but on went Mr. Charles Waterton 

happy that he had left his species far away, and is at last 
in the midst of his blessed baboons.” 

Nothing can be better than Sydney Smith's summary of 
the life of a slotli, who “ moves suspended, rests suspended, Snynns^. 
sleeps suspended, and passes his whole life in suspense, 
like a young clergyman distantly related to a bishop.” 

Or, than his simile of the box-tortoise and the boa, 
who “ swallows him shell and all, and consumes him 
slowly in the interior, as the Court of Chancery does a < 
large estate.” 

(Jr, what can he happier than the turn he gives to 
Waterton’s account of the toucan ? 

“How astonishing are the freaks and fancies of nature! 

To what purpose, we say, is a bird placed in the forests ot 
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f'ayeimo, with a hill a yard long. making a noise like a 
To-'cii. puppy dog, and laying eggs iu lwllow trees? The Toucans, 
to l>e smv, might retort — to what purpose were gentle- 
men in J Sond Street created i To what purpose were 
certain foolish, prating rnernhers of Tarliament created? 
pe-iuing the House of Commons with their ignorance and 
lolly, and impeding the business of the country. There 
is no end of such questions. So we will not enter into the 
metaphysics of the toucan.'’ 

Perhaps the oddest thing to he found in criticism is 
that which is given m Lardner’s Cubimt Cychyxclia. 
Wat ei t< ai’s -tateineiits having been proved to be true, 
the writer now turns round, and tries to show that after 
till there was nothing very wonderful in the achieve- 

i in lit 


‘•The crocodile in fact, is only dangerous when in the 
'•nbr. I’ poll land it is a slow-paced and even timid 
animal, so that an active boy armed with a small hatchet 
might easily despatch one. There is no great prowess 
therefore rupiired to ride on the back of a poor cayman 
alter it has been secured, or perhaps wounded; and a 
modern wider might well have spared the recital of his 
IVat- m this way upon the cayman of (niiana, had lie not 
T, •'!< .i> hi e:i liiilm m eil in this and numberless other instances by 
'p/i the greatest possible love of the marvellous, and a constant 
piopeitsity to dress truth in the garb of fiction.” 

Putting a'ide the fact that the writer received some of 
his ecihist instructions from Waterton, who was always 
leady in impart 1 1 is knowledge to these who seemed likelv 
to make a good use of it, the assertion is absolutely 
mi '•ci innt.d'1". An man v. as less iutluem-ed bv a love of 
lie- maivellovs, and none less likely to “ dress truth in the 

u.it i ' oi in* lit tn.” 

His kimw ledge of Nature was almost whollv obtained 



UKxUtAPIIY. 


•21 


from personal observation, and not one single statement of p. ,\m, n 
liis lias ever been proved to be exaggerated, nnieli le-s Ll "' u ,'^ a ' 
shown to be false, lie might sometimes discredit the 
statements of others. For example, lie never could 
believe that any races of men could be cannibals from 
choice, and not from necessity or super-titioii. l’.ut, 
whether at home or abroad, bis investigations were so 
close and patient, and bis conclusions so just, that lie is 
now acknowledged to be a guide absolutely safe in any 
department of Natural History which came within his 
scope. Xo one now would think of disputing Waterton’s 
word. If he denied or even doubted the statements of 
others, his doubts would have great weight, and could 
lead to a closer investigation of the subject, licit, if be 
assented anything to be a fact, hi- a— eriiou would la; 
accepted without scruple. 

As to the meaning of the sentence about truth and 
fiction, I fail to understand it, except as a poetical way of 
rounding a paragraph. In the first place, it' truth be tiuth, 
it is essentially opposed to fiction, and cannot botiow la r 
garb. In the next place, the writer gives no in-lance of 
this remarkable performance, except a reference to the 
capture of the cayman. Xow, nothing can he simpler or 
more straightforward than Waterton’s account of the whole 
transaction. He does not glorify himself, nor hoa-t of his 
courage. He leaped astride the animal, being sure, from a 
knowledge of its structure, that he could not he readied 
by the cayman's only weapons, namely, it- teeth ami its 
tail, and lie never repeated the feat. 

Even the peculiar style in which Waterton wrote, could "* 
not justify such a charge as was made by Swain-ou. 

It was, perhaps unconsciously, formed on that of Sterne, 
many of whose phrases are employed uhno-t veihatim 
Then, his mind was saturated with Hoi ace, Virgil (hid. 
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Quotation. Cervantes, Washington Irving (himself a disciple of 
Sterne), Chi nj Choo>-, and literature of a similar character. 
In the days when he first took up the pen, it was the 
rather pedantic custom to introduce frequent quotations 
from the classics into writings, speeches, and sermons, 
and Waterton followed the custom of the day. Moreover, 
it is an old Stonyhurst custom to employ such quotations 
Loth in conversation and writing, and Waterton could 
never shake it olf. Hut, when he came to descriptions of 
scenes in which he had taken part, nothing could he more 
simple, terse, and graphic, than Ids style, especially when his 
sense of humour was aroused. Take for example the very 
scene which Swaimon assailed. There is no fine language 
in it. There are a few of the inevitable quotations, which 
might be omitted with advantage, hut all the descrip- 
tion is couched in the simplest and most forcible 
English, without a redundant word. A better word- 
picture does not exist in our language. We see before 
us the captured cayman struggling in the water, the 
mixed assembly ot South American savages, African 
negroes, a Creole, and an Englishman, all puzzled to know 
how to get the Least ashore without damaging it, or being 
wounded themselves. 

T>«rhhi Then, there is the amusing cowardice of “ Paddy Qnaslii,” 

( hn/ , ' u ^ } 

the negro, who ran away when suspecting danger, hung in 
the rear when forced to confront it, and, when it was over, 

• played a good finger and thumb at breakfast.” Water- 
ton’s strong sense of humour prevails throughout the story, 
but there is not a tinge of vanity. He explains his firm 
seat on the lurrous animal's hack by mentioning that he 

The hunt- had hunted for several years with Lord Darlington’s fox- 
v ‘ hounds, but he does not tell the reader that in that cele- 
brated hunt he was considered, next to Lord Darlington, as 
the Lest horseman in tire field. 
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It is illustrative of AVa teuton's character that when the 
reviewers impugned his veracity, he troubled himself veiy 
little about them, saying that the creatures which he had 
described would one day find their way to the Zoological 
Gardens, and then that everybody would see that he had 
but spoken the truth. So, when the first sloth arrived, 
AVaterton had quite a little triumph over his detractors, 

Indeed, the probability was, that, after reading one of 
these reviews, he would invite tire assailant to AAhiltou 
Hall, offer him the good old English hospitality of that 
place, and settle the point of dispute in friendly Controversy. 

But, little as he cared for such attacks, Lev as deeply t tri- 
stung by the epithet ‘ eccentric ’ which one writer applied Ll> v- 
to him, and never could forget it. 

Yet, had he not been eccentric, he could not have been 
the Charles AA'ateiton so long known and loved. It was 
perhaps eccentric to have a strong religious faith, and act 
up to it. It was eccentric, as Thackeray said, to '• dine 
on a crust, live as chastely as a hermit, and give his all to 
the poor." It was eccentric to come into a large estate as 
a young man and to have lived to extreme old age with- 
out Inning wasted an hour or a shilling. It was eccentric 
to give bountifully and never allow Ids name to appear in 
a subscription-list. It was eccentric to be saturated with 
the love of nature. It might be eccentric never to give 
dinner-parties, preferring to keep an always open bouse 
for his friends ; but it was a very agreeable kind of ec- 
centricity. It was eccentric to be ever childlike, but never 
childish. AA’e might multiply instances of his eeeentiicity 
to any extent, and may safely say that the world would be 
much better than it is if such eccentricity were more 
common. 

It formed one of the peculiar charms of his society, and 
lie was utterlv unconscious of it. 11c thought himselt the 
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most common-place of human beings, and vet no one could 
be in Lis company for five minutes without feeling himself 
in the pro nice of no ordinary man. He had no idea that 
lie was doing anything out of the general course of things 
if lie ashed a visitor to accompany him to the top of a 
lofty live to look at a hawk's nest; or if he built his 
stahh-s so that the horses might converse with each other 
after their Murk was over, or his kennel so that his 
hounds should he able to see everything that was going on. 

Even the pius came in for their share of his kindly 
thoueud'uliifs,. He used to say that in a wild state, 
swine weie not ditty boasts, but that when they are penned 
into small sties, as is usually the case, they have no op- 
portunity of hi ing clean. So lie had his sties built of 
stone, nitha stone platform in front, sloping and chan- 
nelled so as to be easily and thoroughly cleansed, and 
having a .'oii'hein n-pect s,> that the pigs might enjoy 
the he. ini' ot tint sun which their master loved so much 
liini'i If. 

( in iV-e waun 'tone slabs they used to lie in a lialf- 
do/aie 't.iV, and Waterton often used to point out the 
multhmlinous MH'p' that came living into the sties and 
puked oft the flies from the bodies of the drowsy pigs, 
it tl :■ . 1 1 1 minor had hern like those at Walton Hall 

lie would nut have mue l from them in the highly per- 
fum'd -t.it e which he so amusingly describes, See p. Ij. 

Some i lemons thought that his rooted abhorrence of 
•j. mourning was eccentric. If so, the eccentricity is now 
shamd by many, including myself, who have abandoned 
on piinriplo the black crape, gloves, hat-bands, mutes, 
blm k t'.oh'V-, black-edged writing paper, and other 
con veil* i"U.d signs of grief. 

A^fertnu however carried the principle still further, and 
r j-’dd U'-Vc-r be induced to wear even a black coat of anv 
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kind on any occasion. He usually wore a Line hody-coat D, 
with gold — not gilt buttons, but at the urgent request of 
the police, who told him that his costly buttons were a 
perpetual anxiety to them whenever he went to Wakefield, 
he at last consented to lay them aside, except at home, 
and have his buttons covered with blue cloth. 

This peculiarity once caused him to lose the privilege of 
an introduction to the Tope (Gregory XVI.). Etiquette 
demanded that if uniform could not be worn, the presentee 
must appear in ordinary evening dress. Xmv, had Water- 
ton qualified as Deputy-Lieutenant, he could have followed 
the usual custom and worn that uniform, but as he had 
refused to do so, evening-dress was the only alternative. 

But he would not wear ‘ frae-nero,’ and so lost the 
presentation. 

On another occasion however, the difficulty was evaded 
in a very characteristic manner, lie bethought himself of 
his commissiou in the Demorara militia ; but he had no 
uniform, and there was no time to make one. Some naval UMfirni. 
friends wore with him, Captain Marryatt being, I believe, 
one of them, and with Wateiton’s blue coat and gold buttons, 
surmounted with a pair of naval epaulettes, and with 
the addition of a naval captain's cocked hat and .swoid, 
they composed an amusingly miscellaneous uniform. Clue 
friend wickedly suggested that spurs would have an impos- 
ing effect in connection with the naval hat and epaulettes, 
hut he was not to be c-auglit in so palpable a snare. 

Of his travels on the Continent, there ffi but little to say 
as they are related at some length in the three volumes of 
Essays. It is remarkable, bv the way, that »n the Conti- E^n/s. 
nent, as well as in England, lie met with injuries far more 
severe than any which he received in Guiana. 

Twice he was nearly drowned. 
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On one occasion lie was on board a vessel named the 
1‘iJhis, and hound fiom Civitd Vec cilia to Leghorn. In 
the night of the same dav. an accident befell the iV/cy 
almost exactly resembling that in Avliicli the ill-fated 
I‘?iiici->* AH"‘ Avas destroyed. The night was peculiarly 
calm, the stars were shining brightly, and everything ap- 
peared to be in secuiity, when all on board were startled 
from their sleep by a violent shock. A steamer, named 
the Moinjihi llu, from Leghorn to (Jivihi Yeccliia, had run 
into the J’lJh' i-, and cut her nearly in two, the cutwater of 
the Mi’iujibdln having actually forced its nay into 'Water- 
ton’s cabin. 

Fortunately for the pnssengciy mod of them, including 
"Waterton and his family, were sleeping on deck. As is 
too often the case under similar circumstances, the officials 
on boaid the ollcnding vessel lost their presence of mind, 
and were actually -heeling olf from the wreck. Had it 
not been for the courage and skill of Prince Caniuo (Charles 
Lnnnparte the lo-- ot life mint have been A ery great. 

lie was a pa 1 — enger on board the MoinjihU'i, knocked 
the steer-man off the wheel, took the helm himself, and 
laid the ve-sel alongside the sinking Only one 

life Ava- lost, that of a man who had a large sum of gold 
sewed in a belt tound bis waist, and Avas drawn under 
Avater by the weight. 

In this shipwreck, although ‘Waterton's life was saved, 
he and bis jiarty ln-t their Avardrubes, money in cash, and 
letters of debit, honk*, Avriting-, pa-sports, and Avurks of 
art : the ln-t incntioncd L>-.-. being iirepatable. Fever and 
dysentery am re the le-ulls of the shipwreck, and did not 
locMcn tlicii hold until long afterwards. 

Another time, lie fell into Dover harbour while about to 
embark on beard the steamer. Aliy one \\ ho ha- Avalked on 
cliff? on tt dark night is aware of the difficulty of distinguish- 
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in" land from water. At M argate I was once within a simile P'lmin-s 
step of falling over the cliff, whose edges conesponded so L ' J 1 
exactly in colour with the sea and rocks below, that, had 
it not been for the information conveyed by a stick, I 
must have been instantly killed. Several persons, indeed, 
have lately been killed at the same spot. 

Thinking that he was at the gangway, he stepped over 
the edge of the quay, and i'ell fifteen feet into the water 
sinking under the paddle-box, and only finding support 
by catching at the wheel itself. Thence he was rescued ; 
but the cold winds blowing on him as he stood wet and 
dripping on the deck of the steamer, brought on a violent 
attack of fever. He had recourse to his usual double 
remedy, the lancet and calomel, and recovered sufficiently 
to attend the great religious festival at Bruges, for the sake 
of which he had left England. 

His reliance oil the lancet and calomel was almost in- 
credible. In these times the former is hardly ever used, 
and the latter has been abandoned by a great number of 
medical men. Hut in Waterton’s early days these were 
the principal remedies, and he never lost faith in them. 

When I last saw him in 1 S< be told me that lie had 
been hied one hundred and sixty times, mostly by his own 
hand. 

The amount of blood which lie would take at a time 
from his spare and almost emaciated frame was positively Ln nc< t mvl 
horrifying. On this occasion lie lost twenty-live ounces 
of blood, and next morning took twenty grains of jalap, 
mixed with ten grains of calomel. It was no wonder that 
the vampire hat of Guiana would never bite him. though 
he left his foot invitingly out of the hammock in order to 
attract it. He used to complain that the bat never could 
be induced to bleed him, though it would attack a man J'mqhiw 
lying in the next hammock : hut he might have antiei- 
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pated that the vampiie would know butter than to try to 
suck blood from a man who was constantly bleeding 
himself. 

Besides these accidents by water, he twice suffered 
severe injuries when travelling by land. 

jh-iilt'ii In ISIS, while returning over Mount Cenis, he fancied 
that the baggage on the top of the carriage was loose, and 
mounted on the w heel to examine it. Unfortunately his left 
knee broke the window, and two large pieces of glass ran 
into it ju-t above the knee-joint. In spite of the darkness, 
he contrived to .net out the two pieces of glass, bound up 
the wound with his cravat, cut off his coat pocket, and had 
it filled with poultice at the nearest house, and, although 
repeatedly attacked with fever, lie reached Paris and there 
gained strength to leturn to England. The knee remained 
stiff for two years, but by continual exercise without the 
aid of a walking-stick, the limb recot ered its normal flexi- 
bility. 

The next accident might have been nearly as serious, 
and is heir given in his own words : — 

Barefoot “I had a little adventure on the road from Baccano to 

unlk fo 

iiuuic. liuiiit* ii'*t wort 1 1 mat mu, luit which 1 deem neee.^ury to 
be introduced here in eider that some of my friends in 
the latter city, and others in England, may not give me 
credit for an ail.iir winch d-serve- no credit at all. These 
good friend- had got it into their heads that I had reached 
Pome after walking barefoot for nearly twenty miles, in 
order to show my re-.pi ct and reverence for the sacred 
capital of the Christian world. Would that my motive 
had been as pure as represented. The sanctity of the 
clnuvhes the remains of holy maityro which enrich them, 
the relies of canonised saints placed in such profusion 
throughout them, might well induce a Catholic traveller 
to adopt this e;is\ and simple mode of showing his religious 
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feeling. But, unfortunately), the hlei never entered my 
mind at the time. I had no other motives than those of 
easy walking and self-enjoyment. The affair which caused 
the talk took ydace as follows : — 

“ We had ariived at Baccano in the evening, and whilst Bacwao. 
we were at tea, I proposed to our excellent friend Air. 

Fletcher, who had joined us at Cologne, that we should 
leave the inn at four the next morning on loot to Borne, 
and secure lodgings for the ladies, who would follow us 
in the carriage after a nine-o'clock breakfast. Having 
been accustomed to go without shoes month after month 
in the rugged forests of Guiana, I took it for granted that 
I could do the same on the pavement of his Holiness I’ope 
Gregory the Sixteenth, never once reflecting that some 
fifteen years had elapsed from the time that I could go 
barefooted with comfort and impunity ; during the interval, 
however, the sequel will show that the soles of mv feet had 
undergone a considerable alteration. 

“We rose at three the morning after, and having put a 
shoe and a sock or luilf-stocking into each pocket of my 
coat, we left the inn at Baccano for Home just as the hands 
of our watches pointed to the hour of four. Air. Fletcher, 
having been horn in North Britain, ran no risk of injuring 
his feet by an act of imprudence. The sky was cloudless 
and the morning frosty, and the planet Venus shone upon 
us as though she had been a little moon. 

“ Whether the severity of the frost, which was more than 
commonly keen, or the hardness of the pavement, or perhaps 
both conjoined, had deprived my feet of sensibility, 1 had 
no means of ascertaining; hut this is certain, I went on Wnmuhd 
merrily for several miles without a su>picion of anything f '" 1 - 
being wrong, until we halted to admire more particularly 
the transcendent splendour of the morning planet, and then 
I saw blood on the pavement ; my right foot was bleeding 
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apace, anil, on turning the solo uppermost, I perceived a 
piece of jagged tiesli hanging by a string. Seeing that 
there would he no chance of replacing the damaged part 
with success, I twisted it utf, and then took a survey of 
the foot hy the light which the stars afforded. 

"'Mr. Fletcher, horror-struck at what he saw, proposed 
immediately that I should sit down by the side of the road, 
and there wait for the carriage, or take advantage of any 
vehicle which might come up. Aware that the pain would 
he excessive so soon as the lacerated parts would become 
stilt by inaction, I resolved at once to push on to Home, 
wherefore, putting one shoe on the sound foot, which, hy 
the way, had two unbroken blisters on it, I forced the 
wounded one into the other, and off we started for Rome, 
which we reached alter a very uncomfortable walk. The 
injured foot had two months' confinement to the sofa before 
the damage was repair'd. 

l ' It was this unfortunate adventure which gave rise to 
the story of my walking barefooted into Rome, and which 
gained me a reputation by no means merited on my part.” 

Two more serious accidents occurred within his own 
domains. 

He was out shooting in 1X24, when the gun exploded 
just as he was ramming the wad oil the powder. For- 
tunately the charge of shot had not been put into the gun. 
As it was, the ramrod was driven completely through the 
forefinger of the right hand, lie tween the knuckle and first 
joint, severing the tendon,, hut not breaking the hone, 
though the ignited u adding and powder followed the 
ramrod through the wound. He procured some warm water 
at a neighbouring house. w.iAied the wound quite clean, 
replaced the tendons in their proper positions, and bound 
up the linger, taking rare to give it its proper form. 

Ui course the lancet was used freely, and by dint of 
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poulticing and constant c-are, tlie full use of the huger was 
restored. 

The other accident might have caused lii.s death on the 
spot, and was a far more severe one than that by which lie 
afterwards lost his life. 

In 1830, he being then in his sixty-nintli year, he was 
mounted on a ladder for the purpose of pruning the branches 
of a pear-tree. The ladder, which was merely propped 
against a machine of his own invention, slipped sideways, 
and came to the ground, Waterton having fallen nearly 
twenty feet. 

He had been repeatedly warned that the machine, not 
having side stays, must fall if the weight were thrown on 
one side. But he still persisted in using it, although, 
shortly before the accident, hie sun had lelt the spot, 
saying that he could not he responsible I'm on accident 
which he foresaw but could not prevent, lie was partially 
stunned, and his arm greatly injured, the heavy ladder and 
machine having fallen into the hollow and smashed the 
elbow-joint. 

His first act on recovering himself was to use his lancet 
and take away thirty ounces of blond. I'nfortunately a 
second accident happened almost immediately after the 
first, a servant having thoughtlessly withdrawn a chair 
just as lie was seating himself, and so causing a second 
shock, and the loss of thirty ounce* more blood. 

For some time, lie lay insensible and was apparently 
living fast, but his iron constitution at length prevailed, 
and he was restored to life, though not to health. 1 he 
injured arm was gradually dwindling in size, and gave 
continual pain, causing lo-s nt sleep and appetite. He 
had at last resolved on having the arm amputated, when 
his gamekeeper advised him to try a certain bone-setter 
living at Wakefield, who was celebrated for his cures. 


Full while 
pftliUll'J. 


A <?,*!,?»/ 

fit ! /. 
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The Bo,u- 'Water ton took his advice and sent for the practitioner, 
better. .] Cruwtlier, who decided that he could cure the in- 

jured limb, Lnt at the expense of great pain. The wrist 
was much injured, a callus had tunned in the elbow-joint, 
and the shoulder was paitially dislocated. After a time 
spent in tubbing, pulling, and twisting, lie got the shoulder 
and wrist into their places, and then, grasping the arm 
“just above the elbow with one hand, and below it with 
the other, he smashed to atoms, by main force, the callus 
Painful which had formed in the dislocated joint, the elbow itself 
o t , •ration. cnu .pjng as though the intei ior parts of it had consisted of 
tobacco-pipe shanks." 

The process was rough, and gave inexpressible pain, but 
it was effectual, sleep and appetite returned, and health was 
soon restored. 

From this accident Waterton drew a characteristic warn- 
ing, namely, never to me ladders when climbing trees. 

One. if not the principal reason of his cessation from 

tropical explorations, was his marriage. In 1829, he 

married Anne, a daughter of the Charles Fdmonstone 
* ? 

of J)emerara, who is often mentioned in the Wua<hrin'js 
as a kind and tine fiiend. 

Marriage. His marriage lias a curiously romantic history. 

Air. Charles Kdmonstone, one of the Ediuonstones of 
Broicli in Scotland, had previously gone to Uemerara, 
where he met a fellow-countryman, William Iteid of 
Banil'shire, who had settled there, and had married Alinda 
Prinens (generally called Princess Mimin' daughter of an Arowak 
Mui'tn. ,,■[ j , (■ ( 'havle- Edmon-I one married Helen, daughter of 

William iteid and Minda, and they had several children, 
one of whom, Anne Mary, became the wife of Waterton. 
He met her in Hemenira, while she was yet a child, and 
made ip i his mind that she should lie hi- wife. 

Air. Edmon-tune aiterwards returned with his familv to 
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Scotland, and purchased Cardross Park, an old family 
estate that had formed a portion of the dower of one ot 
his royal ancestors ; Sir John Edmonstone, who married 
the Princess Isabel, daughter of Hubert II. of Scotland ; 
and Sir William Edmonstone Iris son, who married his 
cousin, the Princess Wai v, daughter uf Eobert III. 

Through this branch, Edmund Waterton, the present head 
of the family, is descended lineally from Leofric and < indiva , 
whose romantic legend is, I regret to say, wholly a myth. 
Jt was impossible that site could have ridden through 
Coventry, for the same reason that, according to the old 
song, prevented Guy Faux from eroWii" Yauxhall Bridge 
on his way “ to perpetrate his guilt." Coventry was not 
in existence at the time. 

There is, however, some foundation for the legend. 
Godiva was a lady possessing vast wealth, with which 
she determined to found and endow an abbey. This she 
did, “ stripping herself of all that she had," and thence 
the legend. Coventry gradually arose round the abbey, 
and had no streets, and consequently no tolls, until Godiva 
had been dead at least a century. 

On the death of Charles Edmonstone and hi' wife, their 
three daughters, Eliza, Anne Wary, and Helen, were sent 
to the well-known convent of Bruges, for the purpose of 
completing their education, and, in the Convent Church, 
Waterton was married to Anne, on Way 11. lSd'd, she 
being then only seventeen, and lie forty-eight. There i< 
an old Scotch proverb to the effect that a bride of one 
Wav will never sec a second. It was but too true m this 
case, for Anne Wary Waterton died oil April 11,, lA'af 
twenty-one daps ,.fter giving birtli to a soli 

Throimli him it is to be hoped that a line so inti woven 
with ancient liiston . and so prominent in modern tinn s, 
will not be broken. He married Josephine. ~en>nd duughtei 
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ut’ Sir John Ennis Bait. of Eallinahown Court, Co. 
nieatli. Ireland. Ho lias issue, — Two sons, Charles Edmund, 
now a stu knit at Stum lunM, and Thomas More. Four 
dauulitei'5, Maiv, Amies, Auubil (who died a few months 
after her Tilth', and Josephine. 

AYaterton could never luar to speak of his wife, hut he 
needed help in the rare of Ins inland son. For this purpose, 
he asked her two C-tiis, the Misses Eliza and Helen Ed- 
nionstone to take up their abode with him. This they did 
to the hour of his death, and he often wrote with affec- 
tionate gratitude of their deletion to hnn. 

He t earind to go hick again to the \uids of Guiana, but 
considered that his child had prior claims upon him, and 
so, according to his invariable custom, he sacrificed in- 
clination to duty 
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Magnificence and money. — Waterton’s mole of life and personal expenses 
— Sleeping on planks. — His visits to the chapel — The “morning gun 
— The razor and the lancet — Reduction of the family estates.— llis 
work at Walton Hall. — Natural advantages of the place. — The wall 
and its coA. — Bargees and their giuis. — Instinct of the herons. — Herons 
and fish-ponds. — Drainage of the ponds — The m nit extend' d into u 
lake. — -Old Gateway anl Ivy-Tower. — .Siege by Oliver Cromwell. — 

Tradition of a miisket-hall.— Diaw-bridge and gateway i:i the olden 
times. — Tradition of a cannon-ball. —Both ball and cannon discovered. 

— Sunken plato and weapons. — Ik ho at W'd: >n Hall — "West view of 
lake. — How to strengthen a bank. — Pike-c itching. -Cats and pike. — 

Spot where Wateiton fell. 

Watertox at home, and, what a home ! 

It was not magnificent in the ordinary sense of the word. 

Such magnificence may be the result of mere wealth, with- 
out either taste, imagination, or appreciation. The veriest 
boor in existence, who happens by some turn of fortune to 
be put in possession of enormous wealth, need only give 
the word, and lie may revel in more than royal 
magnificence. 

As for the house itself, no expenditure could give it the lr " t»* 
least pretence to beauty or stateliness. It is one of the 
worst specimens of the worst era of architecture, and is 
nothing but a stone box perforated with rows of oblong 
holes by way of windows. 

I tried on all sides to obtain a view 'if it which would 
soften down its ugliness, but could not succeed. The 
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front of the house is, strange to say, the worst part of it, 
being a flat, smooth, stone wall, with three rows of oblong 
windows, eight in a row. The only specimen of architec- 
ture which could approach it in this respect is a work- 
house of the same date, those of modem times being 
infinitely superior in architectural effect. 

Why the grand old house should have been pulled down 
to make way for such an edifice is quite inexplicable. 



'Hi Yeiy ten houses will be tumid with an oak-panelled hall 
h '" s "' ninety feet in length. Yet all this was destroyed : part ot 
the oak panelling wa* ii-c-d in building a pigeon-house, and 
the rest was burned. Such was the state of architectme 
m the days “ when George the Third was king.” 

Unfoitunately, no paintings or engravings of this most 
memorable house me in existence, though there are in- 
uunieial'ie plates of the ‘'Seats of the Nobility and 
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Gentry,” must of them in tlie style satirized by Hogarth 
in bis “ Marriage a la Mode.” 

In fact, the* architecture of that era is on a par with the Ar,-in 
classical costumes of the stage. I have possessed for the's"ljl 
many years a volume of Shukspeare in which there is a 
portrait of an actor in the part of Troilus. He is 
classically costumed as a Trojan in a tight scale cuirass, 
a short cloak, knee breeches and silk stockings, Roman 
buskins, a tie wig, a helmet with a vast plume of ostrich 
feathers, and he is bidding defiance to Diomedes with a 
toy Moorish sword which would hardly cut off the head 
of a wax doll. 

So if Waterton had desired architectural magnificence, 
he could not have obtained it, except by pulling the 
house down, and building another. Rut, he bad no taste 
for such magnificence, his life being one of ligid, not to say 


severe, 


His personal expenses were such as could have been Suajjicity 
covered by the wages of one of the labourers on his own 11 “- ,t ' 


estate. His single room had neither bed nor carpet. He 
always lay on the bare boards with a blanket, wrapped 
round him, and with an oaken block by way of a pillowy 
As has been mentioned, he never touched fermented liquids 
of any kind, and he took but \ ery little meat. 

When I knew him, he always retired to his room 
at 3 nr. Few men of his ace would have chosen a 


room at the very top of a large hou'o; hut stars were 
nothing to Watetton, whose limb-, wcie stiengtbeiied by 
peipetual tree climbing. Punctually at tlnve A..M , being 
roused by the crowing of a huge Go. bin China cock, which 
he called his ‘ morning gun,’ he ruse from his plank Couch, _ T: '' 
lighted his tire, lay down for half an hour, and was always 
dressed and closely, or as be called it, ‘ clean ’ shaven, by 
tour, when lie went into the piivate chap.-l which was 
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next <li " *r tn 1 ii" Vi >i >m. aii'l where he usually spent an hour 
in prayer. 

1 had seveial friendly altercations with him upon shav- 
ing. hut lie would as soon give up the lancet as the razor. 
He wuuhl not even wear a particle of whisker, and kept 
In? thick snowy hair within half an inch of length. He 
had not lo-t a hair, m .spite of his advanced age, and I have 
often thought that if he had allowed his hair and beard to 
grow to their full luxuriance, a nobler figure could not have 
visited an artist’s dieams. 

Then came reading Latin and Spanish books (Don 
Quixote being always one), and then writing, receiving 
bailiffs repoit, &e., until eight, when, at the stroke of Sir 
Thomas More's clock, breakfast was served. So, he had 
done a fair day's work and finished breakfast at the time 
when most persons of his position in life had scarcely awoke. 

In the next place, he was not a rich limn. 

A s a rule, the old Yorkshire families are wealthy, and 
the Watevtuns would have been among the wealthiest of 
them, but for the shameful oppressions to which thev were 
subjected. That most accomplished robber, Heiirv VIII , 
lmd confiscated the greater part of the estates, and what 
with direct robberies, double taxation, fines, and so forth, 
the ('tales were terribly reduced when he came into pos- 
session of them. Even if lie had wished it, magnificence 
would not have belli attainable, hut lie achieved nioie 
than magnificence, and with the >•<• -tricted means at his 
miiim.iiid i-onvi-rt'd a lorkshne v-dley into a veritable 
wonder-land 

Tn this congenial task he was favoured by circumstances 
which are not likely to occur again. He possessed the 
leipiMto knowledge, a coii-titutinii of iron, and a frame of 
astonishing endurance and activity. He came into pos- 

' ss-.ou oi the i s a very young man, only twentv- 
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lour m ars of age, and remained absolute master for neailv 
sixty years. 

It was a pity that lie did not bestow as much pain-- on 
his c-'tate as on his birds. But he was no praetie.il 
agriculturist as Ids father had been. He could not do 
an_\ thing which looked like oppressing his tenants, and 
the consequence was. that they were habitually in heavy 
an eats, and often threw up their farms without paying 
rent, having impoverished the land and tnriehed them- 
selves. 

He loved natural history in all its forms, but his chief 
pursuit was the study of binl-lit'e, and he modified the 
grounds to the use of the birds, caring much muie for their 
comfort than his own. For this purpose the grounds were 
admirably adapted by Nature, and he aided her by art. 
There weie a large moat and a succession of [muds fur the 
accommodation ot aquatic birds. There were swampy 
places where the birds could feed. There were ruined edifices 
for such birds as chose them for a residence, and the whole 
of the park was covered with stately trees Moreover, the 
house stood on a stone island in the moat, and, as may be 
S'-en from the illustration on page bo. permitted the h. tints 
oi the water-birds to lie closeh watch i d 

The first need was obviously to allow the birds he un- 
disturbed by boys and otlnu intruders and to prohibit the 
tiring of guns — the only sound which birds seem instinc- 
tively to dread. But, as there was a public pathway run- 
ning in front of the house, lie had great ditlieulty m 
obtaining peimissiun to close it. This object, however, 
was at hist attained, and he then began his wall. It is ot 
a ruujilv circular foim. the house being mar the centre. 
Nowhere is it less than eight ieet hiefh, and where it runs 
along the canal, it is more than double that height, in order 
to protect the birds from the mui' of bargees. 
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iku"j c. These rnen, 1 iy the way, used to he most determined 
poachers, and. on account of their mode of life, even if 
detected and chased, they could escape by means of their 
barges Thev were chary, however, of venturing inside a 
sixteen feet wall, and after a while ceased from troubling. 
Such a work was necessarily very expensive, costing at 
least ten thousand pounds. It was too large a «um to be 
paid at once, and YVaterton would not run in debt. So, 
every year, he put aside as much money as could be spared 
for the wall, went on building until the money was ex- 
pended, and then stopped the work, and waited until the 
following year to continue it The wall was three miles in 
total length, and inclosed an area of two hundred and 
fifty-nine acres. 

The value of this wall was shown by the fact that the 
//. fv.ui/ very year after it was finished the herons came and estab- 
lished themselves within it. At my last visit iti ISi’.j, 
there were nearly forty nests. 

llow should they know that a wall could protect them 
against man ? It was no obstacle to them, and how they 
could have known, as they evidently did, that it was an 
obstacle to mankind is one of the yet unsolved problems 
which puzzle students of zoology. Moreover, they knew 
that those few specimens of humanity who came within 
the wall would do them no harm. I have often been in 
the heronry, with the blue fragments of broken eggs lving 
on the ground, and seen the herons going to and from their 
home with perfect nn< niicern. Even on the ground, the 
herons had no fear of man. Provided that a man ap- 
pmai lied them slowly and ipiietly, lie could crane close 
enough to see tin ir eyes, and even to notice the reflection 
'it tlie rippling water upon their grev plumage. 

Not rally m the heronry, but in other parts of the park 
near the vn-*n, the lards would allow themselves to be 
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approached quite closely, so that their peculiar hahits t,...u-,uss 
could he watched. I was able to secure slight sketches Uni ' 
of the characteristic, and almost grotesque attitudes as- 
sumed by the heron, and have selected three as examples. 



Fig. 1 shows the bird in a position which, in common 
with the tiumingo, stork, and other long-legged wading 
birds, it is fond of assuming. It doubles its legs under 
the body, thrusts the feet forward, sinks its head upon its 
shoulders, so as to conceal the long neck, and remains 
so motionless and so unlike a heron that it might easily 
he passed without notice. 

Fig. 2 shows the heron standing on one leg at rest. By 
moving cautiously round the bird, I succeeded in getting a 
back view, so as to show the perfect balance of the body 
on the single leg (Fig. 3). 

'Waterton had a special love for the heron, and frequently 
alludes to the services which it renders to the owners of 
iish-ponds. 

“Furmeily we had a range of fish-ponds here, one OW/eA- 
above the other, covering a space of about three acres of 
ground. Close by them ran a brook, lioiu which the water- 
rats made tegular passages through the intervening bank 
into the ponds. These \err.;u wete engaged in lievef- 
eeasing mischief. F’o sooner was one hole repaired than »«/</- 
another was made . si that we had the niortifii ation to sic ' 
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the ponds gone-lolly eight or ti-n im lies below watei -mark 
This encouraged the growth <>t weeds to a moot incommo- 
dious extent, which at last put an end to all pleasure m 
hailing. Finding that the ‘gieen mantle fnun the standing 
pool' was neither useful nor pleasant, 1 oidered the ponds 
to he drained, and a plantation to hi made in the space of 
ground which they had occupied. 

" Had I known as much then as I know now of the 
valuable services of the heron, and had there been a good 
heronry near the place, I should not have made the change. 
The draining of the ponds did not seem to lessen the 
number of rats in the biook ; but soon after the herons 
had settled here to breed, the rats became extreme! v 
scarce; and now I rarely see one in the place, where 
formally I could observe numbers sitting on the stones at 
the mouth of their holes, as soon as the sun had gone 
dow 11 below the horizon. I often watch the herons on the 
banks of some other stove-ponds with feelings of delight . 
and nothing would grieve me mole than to see the lives ot 
these valuable and ornamental birds sacrificed to the whim- 
and caprices of man.” 

A portion of one of these now dry tish-pnnds mat be 
seen in the lilu-tiatinii of the Grotto," oil pace t>3. On 
such a rich -oil as that alfnrded by the bed of an old fish- 
pond, the tree- grew with gie.it rapidity, and th- spot is 
now a .singula! ly jiii.tuii-.-ipie one, with bold elhcts of 
light ami shade, and -ln-lti i liom the wind and -mi. 

The next impoitaiit wink was the extension of the moat, 
a long iiml ro-ily operation. 

'J In- jac -.-lit In ui-e is (•onijiaiatively modern, standing well 
I.hol- ot tie- water. Hut. the ollgnutl house extended to 
lie- web v i n the -■■nili side and Wa- a foltitied building of 
-u i la. u -ut -tii i : _ 1 1 1 to .j'l-t ii\ a si- J- iind< r Ciumw ell's 
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Uiifortunati-1 v. Wat'Tton’s father destroyed this historical 
building to make room for the present house, and almost 
the onlv relic of this fortification is the old gateway, with 
its central tower and thinking turrets, ..ml said to be more 
than a thousand years of age. 

The gate itself is of very thick oak planking, pierced Ik,, juu- 
with loot 'holes for nmsketrv. ami bearing tangible evidences l "" J 

j. v O l_ 
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of the siege in the shape of many bullet maiks. In the left 
portion of the gate tlieie is a ball still remaining, which is 
distiuauishe 1 bv an iron ring round it burning an inscription 
to the fillet that it was ti : • < I by Oliver (Tomwell himself. o; ,cr 
That he took an active part in the siege is well known, but 
,t is ,1 ffieult to ident’.fv any individual bullet whi< b he 



44 


B100KAPIIY. 


t : i tired. The tradition fuitlier states that the shot was aimed 
' s at the lady of tlie house, wlio gallantly conducted the 
defence h* 1 self. The reader may he interested to hear 
that her d< fence was successful. 

The sketch, representing the tlateway in its present con- 
dition, was taken on the opposite side of the water, from a 
spot close to the tall and lightning-shattered poplar-tree, 
shown on the right hand of the illustration on p. dG. 
The chief interest of this view lies in the gateway itself. 
J list hcliind it is an odd-looking tower, which was built by 
Waterton for the Use of stallings, and the place is enclosed 
on the north by a thick and closely-clipped hedge of yew. 
Tlie heavy masses of ivy which fall in thick clusters from 
the tui rets and w hieb solve- as a refuge for many birds, 
have given to the 'tincture the name of Ivy Tower, by 
which it is often mentioned in the E-says. 

"While still very young. I was familiar with the Ivy 
Tower from Waterten's Essays. They mostly appeared in 
Loudon's Jfi'i/ii-Jii,' ,,j Xcfthul II izh>f!/, and as that valu- 
able publication was taken in at tlie Asliuioleau Society 
of Oxford, where I lived. I used to watch impatiently for 
each sU'-res-ive number, in the hope that it might contain 
an artiile from W'aterton’s pen. Thus, the gateway, the 
lake, the heronry, the starling towel's, the fallen millstone, 
the shattered poplar, the holly hedges and the wooden 
pheasants, were all known to me, and when at last I had 
the privilege of visiting Walton Hall, there was not one of 
those splits that I did not joytuily recognize. 

’’ ", ' In the old times, the only appioarh to the mainl md was 

Lee/ # . " 

by a diawbridge, opening on to the gateway, w Iiicli was 
then three stones high. This has lung been destroyed, 
and at present tin; approach is made bv a light iron bridge, 
r,,ther to the right of the gateway. This bridge is not 

'!.oW 1. Ill the si. i ti h. 



BIu<jPiAPIIY. 


As to the siege, there are otiier reminiscences beside the 
gateway itself. 

While the soldiers of Cromwell were occupying the hill 
nearly opposite tin? gateway, one of the soldiers started off 
with a keg on his shoulder to fetch beer from the village. 
Thinking that lie would return by the same route, one of 
the garrison aimed a little gun which was mounted on the 
topmost story, so as to command the path. The soldier 
did return by the same way, and was struck down by the 
ball, which passed through his thigh. 

The tradition of this lucky shot was handed down from 
father to sun, until it reached Watertnn's father. He had 
the curiosity to dig at the spot where the man was said to 
have fallen, and there he found the ball, a little iron one. iheh, 
This he gave to his son, with a request that it should 
always remain in the family. 

In 18.17, while dredging away the drift mud which had 
accumulated round the gateway, a small iron cannon was 
discovered. As the ball fitted it, and it was found exactly 
below the turret from which the fatal shot had been fired, 77 - 
there could l> n no doubt that it was the identical gun 



mentioned in the tradition ; so \Ya teuton had the plea-mie 
of placing the cannon and the lull together in his home, 
where every visitor could see them. 

Beside the gun, there were found a swoid-blade, a spear, 
daggers, axe, many coins, keys, and some silver plate. 
For their presence in the mud AVaterton accounts by 
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suggesting that they wue flung into the moat, when the 
house was ransackeJ for arms after the battle of Culloden. 
He told ni“ that he believed that if the lake were completely 
drained, many more such articles would be recovered. 

The view on page 3 d is taken from a spot on the northern 
bank. At some hundreds of yards distance from the house 
there are a couple of splendid sycamores, and close to them 
E-hi is a large block of ironstone, called the Echo Stone. Any 
,w ' one standing by it, and speaking towards the house, will 
hear every syllable returned with wonderful clearness. 
Sitting on this stone, I nude the sketch from which this 
illustration is taken. On it is engraved the word echo. 

On the western side of the gateway there had been a 
curious old cliapel formerly attached to the mansion 
aterton, however, disliked it and took it down, against the 
remonstrances of the then Duke of Xuriblk, his godfather. 

d he lake is widest near the huu.se, and then proceeds 
almost clue west, narrowing as it goes, and taking a turn 
northwards towards the end, where it passes round a hill, 
and becomes shallower, allowing the sedges and reeds to 
appear, and so affording shelter for the aquatic birds. 

Another view of the lake is now given, looking west- 
ward, and taken from the right-hand first floor window of 
the house as seen on page 30 . 

On the ground-floor may he seen a large window, flanked 
by a smaller one on either side. These are the west 
windows of the drawing-room. The central window is a 
large sheet of plate glass, and behind it is mounted a large 
telescope, commanding nearly the whole of the lake. 
j ' On the left, before coming to the wood, are a few 
willows, and between them and the wood is a favourite 
resort of the herons. The low bank looks as if it would 
be endangered by the water, but it is perfectly firm, even 
to the very edge. It is made of large stones, not squared, 
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but heaped loosely together. Seeds of various trees, espe- 
cially those of the sycamore, fell into the water, floated on 
its surface, and were arrested by the bank, where they Ti 
took root. They were never allowed to grow into trees, ua!l 
and were constantly cut down. But their roots twined 
themselves among the stones, and bound them together 
so firmly, that a stronger wall could not be desired. 
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The holes under these stones me favourite resort' of 
pike, with which the lake abound* 

1 ant no angler, but I have caught many pike near the /■,(,. 
willows by t rolling, using nothing but a willow stick by 
\\nv ot tod. a hank of whipcord for a line, a gorge hook, 
and a minnow for bait. The largest that 1 ever took tlieie 
weighed ratliei over ten pounds, and very proud I was of 
the fish, though it was a heavy and ineom oinent article to 
cany to the house 

fs’onie of tin - pike, including the r-n -pounder, were f"i 
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the table, but the flail were generally used for the purpose 
i '•it 0 f feeding the cat?, of w hich there were many about the 

Tfr.U.'f J, *“ ■” 

stables and cattle-yards, for the purpose of keeping down 
the rats. It is now well known that a well-fed eat is the 
best niouser, seldom eating its prey, but killing it for the 
mere sport. 

When the cats were fed, the fish were chopped up on a 
wooden block near the stables. It was very amusing to 
watch the openition. Although at fitst not a cat might be 
visible, half a dozen blows had not been struck with the 
chopper before impatient cries were heard, and cats came 
swarming round the block, just as they do round a cat’s- 
meat man’s barrow in London. 

On the right, juat above the tall tree near the edge of 
the lake, a heron is seen flying in the distance. It was 
Tm- ftin 1 near the bank at the further end of the lake that Waterton 
SJ "‘ '• met with his fatal accident at a spot nearly below the 
living heron. 
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Wathutox's love of flees almost amounted to veneration. lufoj 
He studied their ways a« minutely and as accurately as lie 
did those of the animal world, and in consequence he could 
do more with trees than any one cl-e, Ily patient observa- 
tion of their modes of growth, he knew how to plant them 
in the locality best suited for themselves, how to encourage 
them, and, if they were injured, to reduce their damage to 
a minimum. 

Many a line tree has he shown me which would have 
been long ago condemned by ignorant nn n, but which was 
then flourishing in full growth, and in such renewed health 
that scarcely a scar was left in ilie bark to Tow the spot 
on which the injury had occurred 

One of his triumphs in this ait was to be -ecu by a 
splendid poplar -itnat* d nearly oppi.-ite * 1 ■ picturesque 

I 
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ll_„i „.j uatewav, and especiallv favoured by Waterton as having 
v l, L . L . u planted by his father. It was twice struck by light- 

ning, and the trunk split open for many feet. 

However, Watertou tilled up the breaches, and in course 
of time the tree recovered itselt (see p. 3b). It was in 
full ui'uvtli during my last visit, but it was blown down 
liva sevcie gale in 18G!>, having .succumbed, not to the 
lightning, but to age. To heal a tree by idling it with bricks 
and mortar may appear to be lather a singular method, but 
it i' a veiy effectual one; the chief object being to keep 
rain cult of the tree, and so to guard it against rotting. 

How thoroughly Wateiton had studied the ways of trees 
may be seen tiom the following extinct fiom his essay on 
tl e Titmouse and the Woodpecker, in which he combated 
the popular opinion that the-e birds were injurious to 

trees : — 

“ Would you in-pci t the nest of a cairion crow ? Brittle 
, ' 1 "' aie the living brain lies of the ash and sycamoie; while, 
i-n the coin rury. thn-e wliidi ale dead on the sketch pine 
aie tough, and will siippoit ymu weight. The arms of the 
oak may saiely be relied on ; but. 1 pi ay you, trust with 
extreme caution thu~e of the ijuick-gLowing alder. Neither 
press heavily on the linden tioe ; though you may ascend 
the beech and the elm without any fear of danger. But 
b t Us stop lieie leu the present On some future day. 
-hould I be in a right frame for it. I may pen down a few 
lmuaiks, wliieh will possibly be Useful to the naturalist 
iuui loving in ijuest of ninithi 'logical knowledge. I will 
now eontiiie me self to the niistui tunes and diseases of 
ii'-is; and I will show that neither the titmome nor the 
wooilpe. ki-r ever In .re into the laud and live wood. 

' Tiiav m geiniul, ale exposed to decay by two different 
pi o- L"( nidi p-_ nd i -lit oi old age. I lie lii - t i- that of a broken 
la, mill wlii'li. wlioii lii’uh’i ted. or let cut off close to the 
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parent stem, will, in the coiitse oi' time, bring utter min 
cm t-lie tree. The new wood, which is annually formed, 
cannot grow over the jutting and fractured part, into which 
the rain enters, and gradually eats deeper and deeper, till 
at last it reaches the tiunk itself. There it makes sad 
havoc ; and the tree, no longer aide to resi-t the fury of 
the tempest, is split asunder, and falls in ponderous ruins. 

Tut ere it comes to this, the titmouse will enter the cavitj 
in a dry spring, and rear its young ones here. Xov, ii' 
the diseased or fractal ed branches were carefully cut off 
close to the hole, you would see the new accession of wood 
gradually rolling over the ilat surface, which, in time, would 
he entiicly covered by it; and then the tree would he 
freed for ever from all danger in that ipiaiter. The second 
process towards decay is exceedingly curious, and cannot 
well he accounted for. If it takes place to a seiioii' ex- 
tent, no art of man can po-dldy save the tree ; and sooner 
or later, according to the magnitude of the disease with 
which it has been tainted, it will fall before the force of 
the raging winds. , Should this disease be slight, the timely 
prevention of rain from penetrating the injured part will 
secure the tree from further mischief. 

“ I must here observe that, in animated nature, the vital 
functions are internal ; so that, if the part within be 
mortally wounded, death is the inevitable consequence. 

With most trees, and with all those of Tntain. it is other- 
wise. Their vitality is at the periphery, connected w it h fY, ,i,h, „/ 
the bark, under with h an annual increa-c of wood takes t "'~ 
place, so long as the tre-e is alive. Should, however, the 
hark be cut away, the tree will die upwards from the plate 
where all the Laik lias been destroyed. Xot so with its 
internal parts. You may entirely excavate the interior of 
a tree : and provided you leave a sufficient strength of wood 
by way of wall, in order that it may he able to re-ist the 

1: - 
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furv ol' tlie tempest without, taking care at the same time 
to exclude the rain, your tree will remain in vigour from 
generation to generation. 

'■ The internal texture of a tree will perish without any 
notice hv which we may he forewarned of the coming ruin. 
The di-case which causes the destruction takes place in 
the c>ak ; hut more frequently in the sycamore, and most 
commonly of all in the ash. M e will select this last tree 
1>\ way of elucidation. 

“ Oiteii, when allayed in all the bloom of vegetable 
beauty, the a -h -tree is soon to send forth from its hole, or 
from some piincipal branch, a small fungus, which, during 
the summer, increases to a considerable size. It ripens in 
the autumn, and falls to the ground when winter’s rain 
-eh in. Tiie baik though which this fungus sprouted is 
now completely dead, though it -till retains its colour; and 
that pait ot the wood liom which it proceeded is entirely 
changed in its nature, the whole of its vitiated juices 
having been expended in forming and nourishing the 
iungus. Nothing remains of its once firm and vigorous 
texture, ft is become wlmt is commonly called touch- 
wood. a- .-olt and frangible as a piece of cork, which, when 
-et on tin-, will burn like Under. In the meantime, the 
tree -how- no sign of sickness, and its annual increase 
goes on as u-ual, till at la-t the new swelling wood closes 
over the puit from which the fungus had grown, and till 
appears to go on right again. But ere the slow process 
ai lives at this state the titmouse or the woodpecker will 
have found an entrance and a place of safety for their iu- 
i libation. Tiny quickly perforate the distempered hark, 
and then the tainted wood beneath it yields to their 
pointed bills, with which they -onu effect a spacious 
cavity. 

” Ib'ie. l!i-n, we ha\ e the w hole mv-tcrv unfolded,. Tiie-r 
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birds, which never peiibnite tin; live won J, tin>l in till-? ili ^ea"<-il 
1 art of the tree, or of the branch, a place suitable to their 
■wants. They make a circular hole huge enough to admit 
their bodies, and then they form a cavity within sulliciently 7/w- 
spacious to contain their young. Thus does nature kindly r 
smooth the way in order that all her creatures may prosper 
and be happy. Whenever I see these sylvan carpenters 
thus employed I say to them, ‘Work on, ye pretty birds ; 
you do no harm in excavating there. I am your friend, 
and I will tell the owner of the tree that you are not to 
hlame. But his woodman deserves a stv-.iv reprimand. 

He ought to have cut down the tree in the autumn, alter 
the appearance of the fungus.' " 

Even when the tiee was hopelessly destroyed by the Ti- • 
fungus, Watertnn would Hill tin l Uses for the .stump. He ' 
would clothe it with ivy so as to render it picturesque, 
and lie would manipulate it so that it should hie a home 
for birds. 

Many of these stumps are in the grounds, and of them 
I have selected one or two as examples. 

The first shows the ‘-lawk and mortar " system which 
has already been mentioned. Si \eial habitations for birds 
are constructed in it, and the stone in fr mt is intended to 
aid the observer in looking into the nests. I tried to 
.sketch this stump so as nut to make it look like a 
grotesque human face. But exactness was tin; ti r-t con- 
sideration, and it is represented precisely as it was in 1S('>:’>. 

The .second sketch was chosen because it represents one 
of the fungus-visited ash-trees desciihod by Wateituii. /‘ w ,r 

The tree has been broken off sonic ten fett fiom the 
ground, at a spat weakened hy a fungus. Uf the tree itself 
little remains except the broken stump and a few small 
bratiehes which 'till retain their leivo-. Ivy h is ascended 
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it, ami is hanging in heavy clusters, so as to give the 
fast-ilving tree a verdure not its own. And, as the reader 
mav observe, two more nias'os of fungus are projecting 
from the tree ami extracting the life from its fibres. 
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Jii't above the upper fungus and on its right is a small 
doer, with a hole near the top, and this little door has 
rather a curious history. 

Ti ■ - In the .-pot where the door is shown there is a fungus, 

proxing that the wood from which it has sprung was 

decayed. X"w, tVaterton had lhr >nine time wanted the 
Ci 'le-titne lime to lireed in his path, and, in accordance with 
thi' notion, piovuled it with a home, f irst, lie separated an 
oblong pi' i i- o|' wool abort f an inch in thii kuess so as to 
form a linm. X.-xt he cut away the *nft decayed wood 
until la had homed a con'idcrable cavity. He then 
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replaced tlie door, fasteuino it with two little hinges and 
a hasp, and bored a hole in it about an inch in diameter. 

In fulfilment of his expectations, the very bud which 
he wanted soon discovered the locality, examined it care- 
fully, and then built in the chamber so thoughtfully pr> wided 
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for it. 1 was never at Walton Hall while the hud wa- 
sitting, but have often .seen the iie-t. 

The hi't of these •'ketches repi'e-out' a singuhulv in- 
genious emnl'ination of accommodation for man and bird 
The trunk of an old oak-tree has been hollowed out, and 
the interior i< divided into two stone-. 

In the upper there are nestin^-plai e- foi birds, espeeialiv 
for owls, and in the lower there is a seat where the oc.-u- 
] unit can lcmain unseen. It is placed on the hrow of tie 
hill which border' the hike, and i- annnm-d that not 
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milv can the observer watch from it-; shelter the habit- ot 
the vaiioit.s .nputic hemps which fre'pU'nt tin. 1 lake, but 
can actually look into the nests built on the tups of lofty 



tree- without the birds suspecting that their movements 
ci mhl be seen. 

With iveavil to the decay of win id after it had been 
felled, Watci'ton was not lone in coming to the coiielusioii 
th.it the ■•dry-rot," as it is oddly named, was caused not 
su much by external moi-ture as by the natural sap of the 
tree which had not been tin in Highly expelled When its 
ju lee- have been completely dried and it is thoroughly 
" sea-oiic'd,” wood i- a- la-tiny as stone. We have in the 
British Museum specimens of woodwork which, although 
more than three thou-am.l year- have elapsed since the 
tires vi.'iv fclii d. are as sound in when tln-v were tlr.-t 
< arveil. Wa f i'iton n-ed to -iv that paint was the chief 
cau-e of dry lot, c-pr-cially when it was tr-ed to cover the 
fli-ticii'in 'e- ut t.l—i asoned wood, because it closed the 
pt'i's an! 'lid le-t allow the ~.i yi to escape. As a proof 
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that weather does not injure well-seasoned wood, he was 
wont to point to certain posts, gates, and other articles 
made of oak. which had never keen painted, anil which 
had been in the open air for some seven hundred years, 
and were perfectly sound. The oak doors of the gateway 
are fully seven hundred years old. They are pierced and 
torn with musket-balls, but are still free from decay. 

"When lie had new doors made which would he exposed 
to the weather he used every precaution to keep the wet 
from lodging in them. Xo panels were seen on the outer 
side, which was as smooth as it could be made. The 
corners were hound with strong iron, painted before it was 
put on. 

Xo matter how well-seasoned the wood might lie, if the 
doors were made of deal, three years were allowed to 
elapse before painting, while, it' of oak. it was never 
painted until six yeais had pa~sod, and very often was not 
painted at all. It is also found that if holes were bored 
transversely into posts, so as to allow free entrance of air, 
the dry-rut scarcely ever made its appearance. If modern 
builders would act upon a knowledge of this tact they 
would render our houses, roofs of buildings, Sec., far more 
enduring than they are at present. 


r>nnt. 
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Dili we vi.-h to show the wonderful command which 
AVateiton bad over trees, we need only point to the holly- /' • //■•//</ 
trees in his park. The holly was a great favouiite of his, 
as it is very hardy when propeily planted, posses.se-. a 
rental liable beauty of its own, affords shelter for birds in 
winter as well as summer, and can he formed into a hedge 
impenetrable to man and beast. 

As to laurel hedges, AVatertun never would plant them. L ' 

and lie had found by experience that in ordinary hawthorn 
hedges a bush would often die without any apparent 
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reason, leaving an unsightly gap w hich could not be filled 
up. In most hands the holly is a slow-growing tree, but 
AYaterton made it grow with astonishing rapidity. 

How he managed to ‘-force ” the holly may be seen from 
his own words. 

“ People generally imagine that the holly is of tardy 
growth. It may be so in ordinary cases, but means may 
be adopted to make this plant increase with such effect as 
to r. pay u- amply for all our labour and expense. 

- Tims, let us dig tlie ground to a full yard in depth, 
and plant the hollies during the last week of May, taking 
rare 1o puddle their roots well into the pulverized soil. 
AVe shall find by tire end of September that many of 
the plants will have shot nearly a foot in length, and that 
not one of them has failed, let the summer have been 
never so dry. 

Small plant', bought in a nursery, and placed in your 
own garden for a couple of years, will Ire admirably 
adapted for the purpose of transplanting. Had I been 
aware in early life of this increasing growth of the holly, 
it should have formed all my fence' in lieu of haw- 
thorn ” 

1 tried this plan with perfect success upon a -tony and 
ungrateful soil. The ;•.///..,<«/,• of the procc-s is, that 
the young rootlet', which ought to be e arc fully -proud by 
the lingers, are able to draw nourishment rapidly from the 
earth, and in consequence throw up branches in proportion. 
Waterton advised rue to cut down the young hollies at 
first, and his advice was most valuable, although it cost 
some pang' when followed. 

1 lm-ntii an d ju-t now that a good hollv hedge is imper- 
vious to man and beast. So it is : arid not even the rat, 
•-to.it. wen -el. or e\en that worst of poachers, the eat. can 
gi't through i’. bin . t he\ might push their way between 
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the stems, hut there is one obstacle which prevents them, 
namely, that they cannot put their feet to the "round. 

The holly is perpetually shedding its leaves, especially r, i 
in summer-time, in order to make way for the new leafage. 

The old leaves fail, become dry, and curl up, with their 
sharp spikes projecting in all directions. The.se points, 
sharp as needles, prick the feet of tire prowling animals, 
and so prevent them from passing 

Of this property Waterton took advantage. Like many 
landed gentlemen he had a preserve of pheasants, and was /v./.v’/.,.- 
eonseipiently harassed ly poachers. Xow he hated prosecu- 
tion, and always evaded it if possible. On one occasion, 
for example, when eight men and a hoy were captured on 
Sunday morning, while trespassing in his nxikerv, he 
released them on finding that they were tailors, sating that Si^fh r"'' 
he could not think of prosecuting eight-ninths and a half " 
of a man. 

So with the poachers in his preset vos. lie- would not 
expose them to be shot by keepers, nor would ho pro- 
secute them if lie could help hini'clf, but lie could circum- 
vent them, and did so effectually by moans of the holly. 

The preserves were situated at some distance from the 
house, so that the poachers could make a tapid inroad and 
carry off their booty before they could be. seized. So 
Waterton laid a deep scheme. First he planted near the 
house, and just opposite his window, a clump of yews, on 
which trees pheasants are fond of perching. Xext lm 'un- 
rounded them with a thick holly hedge, leaving only one //„/;, 
little gap, which could be eluded by a strong padlocked 
cate. Then, leaving the trees to grow, lie -et about the 
other preparations. 

lie made a number of wooden plcasants, and did it in 
the simplest manat r imaginable. lie got -ome small 
sealfolding pole-* and cut them diagonally into piece-- about 
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T) /( as l'inui as a phc-amut's lioily. A lath fastened to one end 
a capital tail, and all that was needed was to trim 
the shoulder to the neck, and put a head on the other end, 
a nail doing duty for a beak. 



1 >y the time that the tree-; had grown suftieientl v for his 
purpose lie had made about a couple of hundred of dummy 
phui-unt-i. He then threw a few sacks full of henns 
lti'ide the lmlly hedge, anil laid a train of heaus into the 
pre'erve. J In- hiid-, linding the heans on the gtuund 
naturally followed the trail, and reaching so abundant a 
•'Upi’ly ot food as they saw inside the hedge, tlew over it 
and iea~led to tlieir heatt - content. Then, not caring to 
ily, alter having- gorged thems dves. they settled for the 
t light in the yew s. 

Meanwhile the wooden pheasants were nailed on the 
free-; in the* premive, and so exactly did they resemble the 
■"tual hirb- that in the d.nk no one could defect the 
imposition. hveii in daylight the dummy s > cl oely re- 
presents the mid that a second ghm. e is nee* s-urv in 
order t*i make -urc that it is only an imitation. The ac- 
i-oinpaiiyiiig -k* teh leprevum one ( .f them dummies on 
'lie o’lNkilts ot to ■ p- , 
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The poachers were completely deceived, and AVateiton en 
used to enjoy the reports of their grins, knowing that they 
v ere only wasting their shot upon the wooden images, 
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while the real birds were < oiulbrlablv a-deep under 
his eye. 

If the reader will refer to the illustration on page hi I, 
lie will see that on the right hand, and near the poplar, is 
a rather curious circular object. This represents the 
pheasant fortress in question, and, although the small si/e 
prohibits any detail, the general shape and appearance are 
sniliciently shown. It will also be seen Low elo-e to the 
house is the fortress, 'O as to he under the master’s eye. 

He made several more of these ingenious refuges, of 
which other birds besides the pheasants took full ad- 
vantage. 

There win not a tree in the park that Waterton did not K.u.vj.-’ 
know, and, if the smallest damage were done, he would '■ 
he sure to find it out. One day I found the keeper murh 
disturbed, having dheoveivd -oine 'hot in a tree tiunk, 
and being quite -ui c that Ik would be called to a< count 
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for it. The man was right enough, for Wuterton found the 
shot, before many hours had passed, and the keeper had 
to undergo a severe cross-examination. 

Nut only did he know the trees individually, and had 
distinctive names for them, hut there was scarcely one 
which he lmd not climbed, and in the topmost branches 
of which he had not sat, pursuing his favourite amuse- 
ments of watching birds, and reading Horace or Virgil. 
There are not many men who at the age of sixty would 
have either the power or nerve to climb a tall tree, but 
Wuterton retained bis powers of tree-climbing until his 
death, and very shortly before his fatal accident had 
ascended one of the largest trees in the park, he being 
then in Ids eighty-third year. 

Such a sp Ll t lor study may seem a remarkable one, but 
"Watcrton was never affected by heights, and the man 
who had scrambled up the cross of St. Peter’s at Pome, 
climbed the lightning conductor, and stood with one foot 
on the head of the colossal angel of St. Angelo, was not 
likely to be made giddy by the view from the top of an 
oak-tree. 

In part of his autobiography, Waterton mentions that 
■h/jr'nt ^ le climbed to the top of the conductor, and left his glove 
on it, but he does not tell the segiiel of the storv. 

All Pome mug with the exploit, which reached the ears 
of the Pope, 1’ius ATI. Knowing that the glove would 
'poil the conductor, lie ordered it to be lemovcd at once. 
Not a loan < mild be tumid in Pome wliosr nerves were 
cgual to such a tu-k, and so Waterton had to repeat the 
ament and l’cteh his glove down again, to the amusement 
of hi' triends, and the delight of the populace. 

Ao one could have given the advice in tree-climbing 
winch is ijiiotc-d on page 30, without ha\ ing experienced 
f he couipaiM’ive strength of the dill'civiit trei>. IVrliap' 
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the reader limy not know that coining down a tree id a tar cUmUii'j 
move difficult task than ascending it. In the latter case, \' tJ _ 
the climhor can see hi* course, and note beforehand where 
he shall place liis hands and feet, while in descending he 
has to trust partly to memory, and partly to touch. 

It is easy enough, for example, to spring for a few inches 
from a lower to a higher branch but to drop those few 
inches is a very nervous business. I have more than once 
seen a climber ascend a tree very boldly, and then lie so 
frightened that he could not he induced to come down 
without some one to guide his feet. The same rule holds 
good with piecipiees, where a man can always ascend 
where he has descended without jumping, but not vox 

i t’/’.'d. 

Even with trees, "Waterton must needs have his joke. 

All the important trees in the park had their names. 

There were, for example, the Twelve Apostles standing in 
a group, all staiting from one root, the Eight Beatitude*, 
the Seven Deadly Sms, Ac. Then there were an oak and 
a Scotch fir twined together, and going by the name of 
Church and State (see p. 04). 

Ynv was one of Waterton's favouiite trees, and he was T /, e j-, 
accustomed to say that it would he perfect if its leaves 
wete only furnished with spikes sharp enough to keep out 
the cats, stoats, weasels, and his pet abhorrence, the blown 
rat, which lie always called the lbuiuveiian rat, and 
stoutly believed was imported into England by the same 
ship that brought "William of Orange to our shores. 1 
rather fancy that the Hanoverian origin of the brown rat 
must have been one of "Waterloo's early joke*, and that lie 
gradually came to consider it as a fact. The yew fur- 
nishes harborage for many birds, which after all do 
not seem h> suiter much IV * >111 fuur-fe* *ted enemies. The 
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well-known vew-hedge in tlie garden ot Merton College, 
Oxford, is full of little bird*, though their domiciles are 
not easilv seen through the deme foliage, 
r \. Waterton made great u*e of this valuable tree, and 
formed with it evergreen walls, impermeable to the north 
wind, the one foe which he dreaded, and which seemed 
ijuite to benumb him. I have seen him with his lips so 
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paralysed by the north wind that lie could scarcely frame 
a word. He spent mot of liis waking time out of doors, 
and liU yew beiges were a great advantage to him in 
sheltering him from the north wind, and forming 
pleasant nooks which received the cheering rays of the 
southern sun 

He wrote a. Inline - hi hi- K*s iv on the Yew-tree : It 
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has already repaid me for the pains which I have taken in its 
cultivation ; and when I resort to my usual evening stand, in 
order to watch the flocks of sparrows, finches, and starlings, 
whilst they are dropping in upon the neighbouring hollies, 

I feel not the wintry blast, as the yew-trees, which are 
close at hand, are to me a shield against its fury : and in 
fact, they offer me a protection little inferior to that of 
the house itself.” 

There is a magnificent crescent-shaped yew-hedge, which r. „ - 
partly surrounds the stables, and shuts them out from 
sight so effectually, that no one could suspect their pre- 
sence unless informed of it. Another yew-hedge forms a 
sort of v r all behind the Ivy Tower, and aids in keeping it 
ipiiet for the many birds which breed in it. 

I have given the land view of the gateway (sometimes 
called the “ Ivy Tower ” in the Essays) because it shows how 
admirably Waterton adapted existing objects to his chief 
pursuit at Walton Hall, namely, the cherishing of birds 
and study of their habits. 

The view is taken from the southern window of the guest- 
chamber, and is one of the first objects that meets the 
visitor’s eyes on rising in the morning. 

One portion of this illustration requires notice. Just 
above the yew-hedge may he seen a curious - looking 
circular tower ; with a conical roof. This was built ex- 
pressly for the use of starlings, and is appropriately named 
the Starling Tower. Many starlings found a home in the ' 
Ivy Tower, but wishing to accommodate these birds still 
further, Waterton built this tower for them, and a very 
interesting structure it is, uniting several advantages. 

In the first place, it is raised upon a smooth stone 
pillar, on which rests a large circular, flattened stone, 
considerably larger than the pillar. The object of this 
arrangement is to keep out iats. the worst foes of the 

K 
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starling. liven tlic most active and sharpest-clawed rat 
could hardly climb up the pillar, and if it did, would 
be stopped by the flat stone. In fact, this pillar and 
stone are similar in design to the ‘'staddles on which 
wheat-stacks ought to be built, if farmers wish to preserve 
their grain. Cats are also foes to the starling, but the flat 
stone is too high for most cats to reach by jumping, and if 
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they tried to do so, the upper surface of the stone is 
made with a slope, and is so smooth, that the claws could 
not retain their hold. 

The tower C circular and i- lault in regular layers of 
stone- hie h alternate "tone is loose, and when pulled 
out, discloses ii chamber behind, to which the bird obtains 
itocis- by means of a c hannel cut in the corner of the 
stone. 1 lie lords took possession of the tower at once, 
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as well they might, and it is very interesting to remove 
the stones and see the birds sitting on their eggs without 
being in the least alarmed at the intrusion. In con- 
sequence of the protection which they enjoy, the starlings 
are to he found in great numbers around the house, and 
will assemble on the lawn in front of the sitting-room 
windows, where they feed without fear, notwithstanding 



JU 


-T »RI XSG lOttH! 


that they may be within a few yards of the window from 
which they are being watched. A second tower was after- 
wards built and placed in another portion of the grounds. 

The reader may remember that Waterton drained some 
fish-ponds and planted them with trees, which grew with 
great rapidity. By means of the ever-uscful yew, various 
sheltering-places wciv made in it. and there was a little 
single-roomed cottage where "Waterton could sit by a lire 
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27,, in cold weather, and yet be able to watch the birds, for 
11 whose benefit the door was always left open. This cottage 

IK'lllC. „ X ^ 

is not shown in the illustration, but on the right hand 
is seen a heap of rough stones. These were piled up for 
the benefit of the weasel, which loves such localities, and 
is tolerably sure to take possession of them. 



The wlmle of this corner of the park goes by the general 
name ot the " Grotto, on account of a cave which forms 
part of it. In this beautiful place Waterton used to allow 
patties to congregate, on the understanding that tliev 
would do no injury, and, for their benefit, be bad erected 
swings, &c„ among the tree - '. I or this reason, the place 
was often called the " Picnic,” and this name was used 
indifferently with that of Grotto 
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“The Squire,” as lie was invariably called, was, after liis 
usual fashion, too trustful when he thought that lie was 
doing a kindness to others. During his later years, the 
privilege became shamefully abused, and when, after his 
death, a party of picnic-makers set lire to the magnificent 
yew hedge enclosing the stables, and destroyed a consider- 
able portion of it, his son took the opportunity of pro- 
hibiting picnics for the future. 

By the way, Waterton was scarcely ever mentioned by 
name, and just as the Duke of Wellington was known as 
“the Duke,” so was Waterton known far and wide ns “the 
Squire.” Even his nearest relatives invariably addressed 
him as “Squire,” and it would be perfectly possible for a 
visitor to be at Walton Hall for a week and never hear the 
name of Waterton. 
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To exhaust all the objects of interest within the park 
wall would require a large volume, and space is valuable. 

There are one or two, however, which ought not to be 
passed over without notice, and one of them is figured in 
the illustration on page 70. 

In former days there had been a water-mill, but time, mihtune. 
which, as Waterton quaintly says, is “ the great annihilator 
of all human inventions saving taxation and the national 
debt,” destroyed the mill, and nothing of it is left except 
a single millstone, measuring between five and six feet in 
diameter. “ The ground where the mill stood having been 
converted into meadow, this stone lay there unnoticed and 
unknown (save by the passing haymaker), from the period 
of the mill’s dissolution to the autumn of the year 1S13. 
when one of our nut-eating wild animals, probably by 
way of winter store, deposited a few nuts under its 
protecting cover. 

“ In the course of the following summer, a single nut 
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A ,jnn,7, : , having escaped the teeth of the destroyer, sent up its 
' uji v ' ,l> ' verdant shoot through the hole in the centre of the 
procumbent millstone. 

“ One day I pointed out this rising tree to a gentleman 
vho was standing hv, and I said ‘If this young plant 
escape destruction, some time or other it will support the 
millstone, and raise it from the ground. He seemed to 
doubt this In order, however, that the plant might have 



a fair chance of success, I directed that it should be 
defended from accident and harm by means of a wooden 
palina. 

“ Year after year it increased in size and beauty, and 
when its expansion had entirely filled up the hole in the 
centre of the millstone, it gradually began to raise up the 
millstone itself from the seat of its long repose. This 
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huge nm^s of stone is now eight inches above the ground 
and is entirely supported by the stem of the nut-tree, 
which has risen to the height of twenty-live feet, and 
bears excellent fruit." 

When I saw it in 1802, however, the tree had been dead 
for some time, the millstone having evidently killed it, not 
by its weight, but by preventing the flow of sap through 
the bark. It would, of course, have been more picturesque 
to have drawn the tree in a living state and of its full 
height, but I thought it better to give it exactly as I 
saw it. Mr. Edmund Waterton once told me that when 
a boy he often climbed the tree in search of nuts, which 
it then bore plentifully. 

It is a most valuable object, inasmuch as it shows in a 
striking manner the tremendous powers of Nature, which ai e 
continually being exerted, and which we, as a rule, do not 
even suspect. The late Charles Kingsley mentions that ho 
has seen a large Hat stone raised off the ground in a single ' 
night by a crop of tiny mushrooms, and I quite lately saw 
some weighty kerbstones in a crowded London thoroughfare, 
which had been forced completely out of their places by 
grass-blades which had grown between their junctions. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Tlii' .Sjuiu's *■ il'Xlyea.” — The ‘‘ cat-Wes.” — The duve-cotc. — Pigeuii- 
sliouting matches and mode of supplying the bml-. — AVatei tun's 
pigeon-home, external and internal. — Figeon-stealer* lutflled. — Ar- 
langcinent of pigeon-holes. — Ladders not needed. — How to feed 
pigeons economically.- — Rats and mice in the garden. — The poison- 
bowl and it- -ulety. — Sunken niou-etiup. — (dates and chains. — The 
eaiiiage-poinl. — 'W.iterton's antipathy to scientific nomenclatuic — 
Advantage of sin h nomenclature ns an assistant to sen. no*. — Popular 
and local names — Colonists and their nomenclature — Zoology gone 
mad. — Cuiupliinentaiy nomenclature. — The fatal accident in the park. 
— AVatcrtou's last moments and death. — The last voyage and funeral. 
— Epitaph wiitten by himself. — The new cioss, and place of burial. 

X ow we must cast a glance at some of those ingenious 
arrangements which I called “ the Spiire’s dodges” on first 
seeing them. 

There never was a place so full of ‘ dodges ’ as Walton 
Hull. The Starling Tower, described on page 07, was one 
of them, being so arranged as to keep out rats and eats. 
Xow, Waterton wished to make a place which cats could 
enter, but would keep out rats, and he achieved his object 
by remembering that cats aud rats cotdd both climb, hut 
that rats were no great jumpers. 

As may he remembered, the fiat stone of the starling 
tower was just out of reach of a cat's jump, which Water- 
tun calculated at live feet for an ordinarily active cat. So 
he had a large, smooth, fiat stone let into the wall, and an 
apertuio made in it, which lie called the “cat’s hole.” ft 
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was just five feet from the ground, so that pussy could cv\ 
jump into it, while the stone was made so smooth that no HjL 
rat could climb it. 

Having securely protected the starlings by their towers, 
and the pheasants by the holly fortress and wooden dum- 
mies — another dodge — he had to protect his pigeons. 

He found that pigeons were stolen in great numbers, 
and almost invariably for one purpose, namely, to supply 
birds for pigeon-shooting matches, many of which took 
place thirty or forty miles from the spot whence the birds 
were stolen. Xow, "Waterton hacl a righteous indignation 
against pigeon-shooting, and had an ingenious mode of 
thwarting the thieves. 

Their plan was to come at night, when the pigeons were 
all at home, and throw a net over the ‘glover,’ i.e. the 
opening at the top, through which the pigeons enter and 
leave the cote. Then if they can force an entrance into 
the cote they do so, but even if not, they frighten the birds 
by knocking at the walls, and so drive them into the net. 

Pigeon-houses, however, constructed like those at 'Walton 
Hall, can set those nocturnal robbers at defiance. In the 
first place, the house is so high that thieves could scarcely 7V<"'- 
find a ladder long enough to reach the roof, and then they ,u "* ’ 
would need a second ladder to lay on the roof before they 
could get at the glover. As to gaining admission by the 
door, it is almost impossible. 

The building is in two storeys, the lower being for the 
reception of tools, chains, and the other multifarious re- 
quirements of a farm. The rest of the building is intended 
for the pigeons, and can only be approached by a door 
some twenty feet from the ground. The door, which is The l>"vr. 
very strong, and hound with iron, fits flush into the wall, 
so that there is no hold for a tool, and moreover, only one 
man could work at a time, lie having nothing but a ladder 
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as a foothold. So much lor the outside ot the pigeon- 
house. 

lnUi'uji . If we wish to enter the building we must ascend to the 
dour by a ladder and unlock it. W e then find ourselves 
within a large and lofty chamber', well lighted and renti- 



>r 


Kited, white-washed, and perfectly clean and neat. The 
whole place is scraped and white-washed at least twice in 
each year, November and February being recommended 
for these operations. 

The interior walls are mo-t curiously constructed. Parallel 
rows of pigeon-holes occupy each wall, and beneath each 
-d row is a ledge of buck. There are three rows of bricks 
,Ui between flic ledges, which are each one brick in width. 
Twenty lows of ne-ls occupy each wall. It is easy, there- 
fore, for a man, without the aid of a ladder, to traverse the 
whole of the building, and to examine cvei v nc-t as lie 
cues along the ledges. On an average, to search three rows 
ot lioles occupies au hour. Watertnn mentions in his Essay 
"ii the I>u\ecot Piecon tint this single cote furnished in 
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one season seventy-three dozens of young pigeons. There 
is a stove, with Hues in the building, but since it caught 
tire by over-heating, and endangered the whole structure, 
it has not been lighted. 

There is another ‘dodge’ in feeding the pigeons. It 
was found that when their food was thrown down in the 
vard, the poultry, being stronger than the pigeons, drove 
them away, and ate the food themselves. So Waterton 
had a floor of close wattle-work laid under the roof of a 
shed at some height from the ground. The food for the 
pigeons was always thrown upon this floor, where the 
pigeons could easily reach it, while it was too high for the 
poultry. 

Here are two more ‘ dodges ’ intended for the preserva- 
tion of young peas, beans, &c., from the all-present rats 
and mice. 

Poisoned fund is one effectual plan, but it must be so 
laid that neither poultry nor game can get at it. This 
object was attained by means of a poison-bowl, i.e. a 
rounded bowl of earthenware, or even stone, through the 
centre of which is a hole just large enough to admit a rat. 
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The use of the poison-bowl was simple enough. A spoon- 
ful of poisoned meal was laid on the ground, and the bowl 
inverted over it. Pats could reach the meal by the hole, 
and did so. hut neither pheasants nor poultry could so 
much as touch it with the tips of their beaks. 

A section of the poison-bowl is given in the illu-dration 
together with a view of its upper surface 


F> *:ding 
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Next comes a trap of great efficacy, but which answers 
better for mice than rats. It is simply an earthen or glass 
jar, having its neck narrower than its shoulder, and buried 
until its mouth is exactly level witli the ground. The in- 
side of the shoulder is then rubbed with bacon fat — the 
ranker the better — and the trap is set, with scarcely any 
expenditure of bait. 

The mice, prowling about in search of food, soon dis- 
cover the jar, being attracted by the smell of the bacon. 
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They crane over the mouth, try to reach the savoury food, 
and slip into the jar, from which there is no possibility of 
escape. 

Yet two more ‘dodges/ and we must leave the wonders 
of Walton Hall. 

Watertou found that when cattle were placed in con- 
tiguous fields connected by a gate, nothing could keep them 
away from that gate. They came and leant against it on 
both sides, while they indulged in conversation after their 
own manner, very much as their masters and mistresses 
might do. 

Now, the cattle which were in the field towards which 
the gate opened did no harm to it, because as they leant 
against it they only pressed against the posts. But the 
weight of those on the opposite side came heavily upon 
the catch and hinge-, and sometimes even broke them 
down 
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Waterton was much too kind-hearted to convert the Gate and 
open gates into doors, and so to shut out the cattle from l] "' ul - 
social intercourse. So he suspended a stout chain on the 
weak side, so that the cattle might lean against it and rest 
upon the gate. As the chain was fastened by a staple at 
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one end, and hitched over a strong hook at the other, it 
could easily be dropped when the gate had to be opened 
for traffic, and replaced after it was shut. 

The last ‘ dodge ’ which we can mention is that of the 
carriage-pond. It was about lour leet wider than an ordi- 
nary carriage, and edged with hioad, flat stones. At each 
end it sloped gradually downwards until in the centre it was 
just deep enough to allow the water to reach rather above 
the axletrees. When a carriage or a cart had to he 
washed after being used it was gently wheeled into the 
pond at one end, while men with brooms washed the 
wheels as they turned. In the centre of the pond the 
men had command over every part of the carriage, which 
was then drawn gently out, tire mops and brooms being 
at work until it came upon level ground. 

Horses could thus he washed as well as carts and car- 
nages, and very much they seemed to enjoy their hath. 

It is impossible to conclude the memoir of this accom- 
plished naturalist without allusion to his rooted abhorrence 
of 'Cientilic names. I do not think that this antipathy 
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SJmt'jh- was justified. lie was perfectly right in entering his 
protest against the cumbrous pedantry which bade fair 
to make science a mere question of memory for names, 
and the language which he uses is not in the least too 
strong. 

Perhaps I may be pardoned for inserting a passage from 
one of my own works, written twenty years ago, and long 
before I knew Waterton, so that the reader may see how 
completely I sympathise with him. 

“ Owing to the inordinate use of pseudo-classical phraseo- 
logy, the fascinating study of animal life has been too long 
considered as a profession or a science restricted to a 
fayoured few, and interdicted to the many until they haye 
undergone a long apprenticeship to its preliminary formula?. 
So deeply rooted is this idea, that the popular notion of a 
scientific man is of one who possesses a fund of words, 
and not of one who lias gathered a mass of ideas. There 
is really not the least reason why any one of ordinary 
capabilities and moderate memory should not be acquainted 
with the general outlines of Zoology, and possess some 
knowledge of the representatiye animals, which serve as 
types of each group, tribe, or family ; for when relieved 
of the cumbersome diction with which it is embarrassed, 
the study of animal life can be brought within the com- 
prehension of all who care to examine the myriad varieties 
of form and Colour with which the Almighty clothes His 
living poems. 

'■ Tlie true object of Zoology is not, as some appear to 
fancy, to arrange, to number, and to ticket animals in a 
formal inventory, but to make the study an inquiry into 
the life-nature, and not only an investigation of the lifeless 
org.ini-.m I must not, however, be understood to disparage 
the outv.iid luim, thing of clay though it be. lor what 
wondrous day it i-. and how marvellous the continuous 
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miracle lay which the dust of earth is transmuted into the 
glowing colours and graceful forms which we most im- 
perfectly endeavour to preserve after the soul has separated 
from them.” 

But Waterton certainly erred in his persistent rejection r-yvdnr 
of scientific names, which form an universal language, and 
are needed for the purpose of identifying the creatures whose 
habits are being described. Even in England, there are 
thousands of animals which have no popular names, nor are 
likely to have them, and we are therefore driven to use the 
names by which they are known to science all over the 
world. 

It is true that such names are often unintelligible, 
especially to those who do not know Greek as well as 
Latin, and the words Lophophorus, Tacliipetes, Pacliy- 
cephala, Ptilonorhynclms, Paheoinis, Meliphagidap &e., 
which are selected by 'Waterton as ‘shocking examples, 
certainly cannot he understood by persons who know 
nothing of Greek or ornithology. 

But the local words which he himself employs are far 
less intelligible than the scientific terms. If a very 
moderate Greek scholar were asked the meaning of these 
words, he could at all events tell the inquirer that one 
word referred to swiftness, another to the crest of the bird, 
another to the size of its head, another to its fruit-eating 
habits, and so forth, even though he should know nothing 
of the birds themselves. But suppose tl to ^ame inquirer to 
have read the Winnh riiii/s, and to have asked the meaning 
of Ilannaquoi, Camoudi, Sak-mpontn. Maroudi, Coulaeanara. j 
Sakauinki, Wallabaha, Houton, Knrabimiti. Sawari, &c . I 
very much doubt whether one scholar in a thousand could 
have given an answer. Cou-equently. the otherwise delight- 
ful Wn,uh I'nni' has been in many points a sealed book. 

Sometimes the acceptance of local name' is misleading 
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Jiinn-jil as for example, when tlie jaguar is called ‘tiger’ (which 
Waterton explains, using either term indifferently), or 
when he applies the familiar name of chameleon to one of 
the Anolis lizards, the chameleons being exclusively inha- 
bitants of the Old World. Similarly, in North America the 
bison is called the buffalo, and the puma is termed tlie lion. 
In Australia the nomenclature of the colonists looks like 
Zoology gone mad. In that country, the mammalia are, 
with one doubtful example, marsupials. Yet, we read of 
the monkey, the bear, tlie wolf, the tiger, the cat, the rat, 
the mouse, the badger, the jerboa, the hare, the sloth, the 
mole, and the hedgehog, not one of these animals really 
belonging to Australia. 80, in these cases, unless we have 
the scientific as well as the local names, whether native or 
imported, we shall find ourselves entirely bewildered. 

' '■ i.- With Waterton’s views concerning what he happily terms 

‘complimentary nomenclature,’ I unreservedly agree, and 
have often written strongly on the subject. Waterton, 
after noticing that in a single volume on birds, no less 
than thirteen species have the names of men, makes the 
following witty remarks. 

“ In the plates to the first volume of his work, I find 
that a hawk is called the ‘ Black Warrior,’ and that the 
Latin name which he has given it is 1 Falco Harlani.’ 
Pray, who or what is ‘ Harlani ’ ? A man, a mountain, 
or a mud-flat } Ts ‘Black Warrior’ a Negro of pug- 
nacious propensities 7 ” 

Now we come to the last scenes of Waterton’s life, for 
which we are indebted to Ids friend Mr. N. Moore, who 
was staying with him at the time. The full account maybe 
'•‘en in the volume of Lssays to which reference has been 
made, and is well worth reading. Briefly, it is as follows. 

He had gone, accompanied by Air Moore, to the further 
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end of tlie park for the purpose of directing some carpen- 
ters, when he caught his foot in an overhanging bramble, 
and fell, with his side upon a log. He knew at once the 
extent of the injury, hut contrived to reach the boat. On 
arriving at the inland, he walked to the house, changed his 
clothes as usual, and, in spite of tenible pain, walked up 
stairs without help. He would have gone on to his own 
room at the top of the house, but consented to stop half 
way, and lie on the sofa of ML* Ednionstone’s (his sister- 
in-law’s) sitting room, for the sake of saving trouble to 
others. 

Here lie d.ed, anti I must burrow Air. (Moure's own 
words. 

“ The end was now at hand, and lie died at twenty- 
seven minutes past two in the morning of May 27, lSGn. 
The window was open. The sky was beginning to grow 
grey, a few rooks laid cawed, the swallows were twittering, 
the landrail was craking fro in the Ox-close, and a favourite 
cock, which he Used to call his morning-gun, leaped out 
from some hollies, and gave his accustomed crow. The 
car of his master was deaf to the call. He had obeyed a 
sublimer summons, and had woke up to the glories of the 
eternal wurld.” 

►So passed away Charles AYa teuton . a man who was, 
perhaps, more thoroughly missed and more widely mourned 
than any other of his time. 

It is much to he regretted that he would never .sit for 
liis portrait. -As far ns the head without the dress goes, 
Mr. AA r aterhouse Hawkins’s bust gives a good idea of “ The 
Sijuire," hut marble could not give his sweet, kindly smile, 
or the animated expressions which flitted over his face as 
he recurred to his former travels, or pointed out the manv 
wonders of the park and lake. A good painter might have 
succeeded, provided that he knew AYaterton thoroughlv, 
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ami, fur such a memorial, thousands who never saw him 
would have heen grateful. 

The lolly winy account of the funeral is taken from the 
Hli'>t,vh>r Lijnih.ni, Sun of June 17, 18(io. 

„i. “ Oil the Jrd lust, f the anniversary of Mr. AYaterton’s 

birth) his remains were laid amidst the scenes he loved so 
well. He had selected the spot, and left minute instruc- 
tions for the funeral ceremony, which commenced at nine 
o’clock in the morning. 

“The entrance-hall had been converted into a temporary 
chapel, which was draped with black. Before the door, on 
a catafalque, rested the colli n, of polished oak, with brass 
inscription plates. Air. Watertou was an eminent member 
of the Homan Catholic Church, and fourteen priests took 
part at his burial. First, 1 the Office for the Dead ’ was 
said, and then lvipiiem high mass, the Bishop of Beverley 
singing, Camm Walker agisting as Deacon, and the Itev. 
0. Watertou as Sub-Deacon. 

“ Tlic invited guests hating arrived soon after ten o’clock, 
the collin was home in procession through the ancient 
portcullis gate, accompanied by mourners and priests, 
bearing tapers, and followed by Edmund Watertou, Esip, 
son of the deceased, and chief mournei. At the landiug- 
stans the body was placed oil a floating bier. Thence, 
preceded by a barge, containing the lii.'hop and officiating 
priests, chanting the oilii.e, and followed by mourners and 
fiietids in attendant boats — Air. Wate-i ton’s own boat, un- 
occupied, bunging up the lear. — the author of the JVnn- 
ih:niuj.< made his last voyage. The boats were all draped 
with black, and boats containing the friends of the l'amilv 
flanked the three central ones: the tenantry went by land. 

“At the head of the lake, beneath the shade of two 
noble oaks, is the vault, into which the coffin having heen 
lowered, the nu miners and others took their place, the 
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Bisliop of Beverley at the head, the blessing of the grave 
took place, and the ceremony terminated with the canticle 
‘ Benedictns ; ’ during which a linnet in one of the oaks 
overhead joined its song to the chanting of the clergy. 

And here, ‘buried in silence, broken only by the cry of 
the heron, ami in a solitude almost as deep as that in 
which he had lived so long in the swamps of the Orinoco 
and the forests of the Amazon,’ rest the remains of Charles 
Waterton. 

“Eighty-three being his age, that number of aged 
persons had been invited to attend at the funeral, and had 
a dole, each a loaf of bread and sixpence, distributed to 
them at the park gate.” 

The very appropriate spot which received his remains 
had been long fixed upon by him, but it was not until a 
year before his death that lie caused to be erected the 
plain stone cross, the base of which hears the inscription 
written by himself. 

ORATE 1>I!0 ANIMA 

CABOLI AVATEBTOX. 

Ll'JUS TESSA 

ji'xta i r a x c cnccoi 

sr.iT.ruuxTni ossa. 

XntuA 1781.'. Oh tit 180b. 

The actual day of his biith was not known until dune Birtlultn. 
3, 1804, when he asked the Aliases Edmonstone to come 
and see a new cross which lie had put up between two 
magnificent oaks near the head of the lake. There are 
many crosses in different parts of the park. The most con- 
spicuous one is on the top of the Ivy Tower, and another 
is on the wall of the (Irntto, both of which are shown in 
illustrations on pages 43, 00, 08. Another X upon a 
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favourite resting-place neatly opposite tlie Gateway, hut 
there iv.h a peculiar .significance about this last cross. 

“ lie rowed liis sisters-iu-law,” writes Mr. Moore, “ in 
his boat to the far end of the lake which surrounds "Walton 
llall, and when they arrived at the spot, he told them he 
intended to he buried there, and put his arms round the 
ei os'. • Scpiire,’ said Miss Edmoustono in Italian, for 
there win a man at work within hearing, ‘it is your birth- 
day." lie Mailed and bowed assent.” And on the 3rd of 
dune in the following year lie was laid in the spot which 
lm had indicated. 

The leniains of his grandfather lie beneath an elm-tree 
in another part of the park. 

It i' noteworthy that the spot where he fell is only a 
•'tone s-thruw front the cross, and just half-way between it 
and the group of trees called the “ Twelve Apostles.” It 
l' now marked with a cross. 

< irigmadv. hh son intended to build a memorial chapel 
o\er th“ gnve. but he afterwards, and rightly, reliu- 
ipH'hed tin- intention, thinking that the plain stone cro.-.s 
erected by Waterum himself engraved with his own 
"imple iii'i ‘1 iption, was a more fitting memorial than anv 
chapel however beautiful it might be. 

[X 1 il r — i he JluA of A\ aterton lias now been reproduced 
with the diV'S aeeording to his invariable eO'tume. Copies 
and Photographs may be procured from E. "W. "Wilson 
Westgate Hous e Jvirk-I )ale, Sydenham.] 



WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA. 




WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA. 


PI 11 ST JOrilNEV. 

(iLUTKI! I. 

— - — “ nee Iil‘1 1 1.1. ag>t ri^ 

J.’.nli v lelrlht lin' ln.-g." 

Olijcrt of tin’ ll'ninJi i', '„//«. — TVmeniia 1! — Sal>n — Torn nil — Finest 
turns. — 1’niMsite.s. — Bush -rope. — Keil mouldy. — AViM animals. — sloths 
— Venomous snakes — Lhai.lj.. — I’.cll-hinl. — Hoiumi — limest'. — l>ojr 
poisoned with AVomnli. — Falls — Tv—equiiio K. — llupid dei ay. — Falls 
of the Fsseqiiilio. — 'Maonnshia. — A white lecliisr. — The "Watermannmi. 

— A savage financier. — The Jahini. — Ants' nests — Fort St. .lonohim 
— Lake Fatima. 

In the month of April, 1812, 1 left the town of Stahroek, t 
to travel through the wilds of Demerara and Essoqtiibo, a ,7, ’l 
part of ci-ikvmit Dutch Guiana, in South America. 

The chief objects in view were to collect a quantity of Its 
the strongest Wourali poison ; and to reach the inland 
frontier fort of Portuguese Guiana. 

it would be a tedious journey for him who wishes to 
travel through these wilds, to set out from Stahroek on 
foot. The sun would exhaust him in his attempts to 
wade through the swamps, and the Mosquitos at night 
would deprive hirn of every hour of sleep. 


ii:-i 

i:\iy. 
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The road for horses runs parallel to the river, but it 
extends a very little way, and even ends before the 
cultivation of the plantation ceases. 

The only mode then that remains is to proceed by 
water ; and when you come to the high lands, you may 
make your way through the forest on foot, or continue 
your route on the river. 

After passing the third island in the river Demerara 
there are few plantations to be seen, and those not joining 
on to one another, but separated by large tracts of wood. 

The Loo is the last where the .Sugar-cane is growing. 
The greater part of its negroes have just been ordered to 
another estate ; and ere a few months shall have elapsed 
all signs of cultivation will lie lost in underwood. 

Higher up stand tin* -agar-works of Amelia’s Waaru, 
.Military and abandoned! and after pa-sing these there is 
not a ruin to inform the traveller that either coffee or 
sugar have ever been cultivated. 

l*’ioni Amelias \\ aard an unbroken range of forest 
covers each bank of the river, saving here and tlieie 
where a hut discovers itself, inhabited by free people of 
colour, with a rood or two of barren ground about it ; or 
where the wood-cutter has erected himself a dwelling, and 
cleared a few acres for pasturage. Sometimes you see 
level ground on each .-ide of you for two or three hours 
at a stretch ; at other times a gently -loping hill presents 
itself; and often, on turning a point, the eye is pleased 
with the contrast of an almost perpendicular height jutting 
into the water. The trees put you in mind of an eternal 
spring, with summer and autumn kindly blended into it. 

Here you may see a sloping extent of noble trees, whose 
foliage di-plays a charming variety of every shade, from 
the lightest to the darke-t green and purple. The tops of 
some are crowned with bloom of the loveliest hue; while 
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Those whose heads have been hared by time, or blasted 
by the thunder-storm, strike the eye, as a mournful sound 
does the ear in music ; and seem to beckon to the senti- 
mental traveller to stop a moment or two, and see that the 
forests which surround him, like men and kingdoms, have 
their periods of misfortune and decay. 

The first rocks of any considerable si/e that are oh- Jh/cL-n. 
served on the side of the river are at a place called Saba, 
from the Indian word, which means a stone. They appear 
sloping down to the water’s edge, not shelvy, but smooth, 
and their exuberances rounded olf, and, in some place-, 
deeply furrowed, as though they had been worn with 
continual Hoods of water. 

There are patches of -oil up and down, and the huge 
stones amongst them produce a plea-tug and novel effect. 

You ,-ee a few L'ollee-trees of a line luxuriant growth; and 
nearly on the top of Saba stands the house of the post- 
holder. 

He is appointed bv government to give in his report to n, si, -r 
the protector of the Indians of what is going- on amongst °' r J/' jj, 
them, and to prevent suspicious people from passing up 
the river. 

"When the Indians assemble here the stranger may have 
an opportunity of seeing tire Aborigines dancing to the 
sound of their country music, and painted in their native 
style. They will .-hoot their arrows for him with an un- 
erring aim, and .-end the poisoned dart from the blow-pipe 
true to its destination ; and here he may often view all 
the different shades, from the red savage to the white man, 
and from the white man to the sootiest son of Afiiea. 

Beyond this po-r there are no more habitations of white 
men, or free people of colour. 
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111 ;i country so extensively eovereil with wood, as this 
is, having corny advantage that a tropical sun and the 
richest naaihh in many places, can give to vegetation, it 
is natural to look for trees ot very large dimensions ; hut 
it is rare to meet with them above six yards in circum- 
ference. If larger have ever existed, they have fallen a 
sacrifice either to the axe or to fire. 

If, however, they disappoint you in size, they make 
ample amends in height. Heedless and bankrupt in all 
curiosity must he be who can journey on without stopping 
to take a view of the towering Mora. Its topmost branch, 
when naked with age or dried by accident, is the favourite 
iv-ort of the Toucan. Many a time has this singular bird 
felt the shot faintly strike him from the gun of the fowler 
beneath, and owed hi- life to the distance betwixt them. 

The trees which form these far-extending wilds are as 
useful as they are ornamental. It would take a volume 
of itself to describe them. 

The ( Ireen-heai t, famous for its hanlm-ss and durability; 
the Harken, for its toughness; the 1 •ucalahali, surpassing 
mahogany; the Ebony and Letter-wood, vying with the 
choicest woods of the old world; the Locust-tree, yielding 
copal; and the Ilayau a and Olou-trccs, furnishing a sweet- 
smelling tv-in, are all to be met with in the forest, betwixt 
the plantations and the rock Saba. 

Eeyoml this rock the country has been little explored; 
but it is very probable that these, and a vast collection of 
other kinds, and po--ih]y many new species, aie scattered 
up and down, in all directions, through tin* swamps and 
hills, and sa\amias of ei-i/i.r'nt Dutch Guiana. 

On viewing the stately tree- around him the naturalist 
will oljseivc- many of them hearing leaves, and blossoms, 
and fruit, not their own. 

Tile "Wild Fig-tree, a- large as a common English apple,- 
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tree, often rears itself from one of the thick branches at first 
the top of the niura ; and when its fruit is iipe, to it the 
birds resort for nourishment. It was to an undigested 
seed. passing through the body of the bird which had 
perched on the mora, that the fig-tree first owed its ele- 
vated station there. The sap of the mora raised it into full 
hearing ; but now, in its turn, it is doomed to contribute a 
portion of its own sap and juices towards the giowtli of 
different species of vines, the seeds of which, also, the 
birds deposited on its brandies. These soon vegetate, and 
bear fruit in great quantities ; so what with their usurpa- 
tion of the resources of the fig-tree, and the fig-tree of tin? 
mora, the mora, unable to support a charge which nature 
never intended it should, languishes and dies under its 
burden; and then the fig-tree, and its usiuping progeny 
of vines, receiving no more succour from their late foster- 
parent, droop and perish in their turn. 

A vine, called the ]>usli-rope by the wood-cutters, on The Bush- 
account of its use in hauling out the heaviest timber, has " u “' 
a singular appearance in the forests of Jdemerara. Some- 
times you see it nearly as thick as a man’s body, twisted 
like a corkscrew round the tallest trees, and rearing its 
head high above their tup.-. At other times three or four 
of them, like stiands in a cable, join tree and tree and 
branch and branch together. Otheis, descending fiom on 
high, take root as soon as their extremity touches the 
ground, and appear like shrouds and stays supporting 
the mainmast of a lino-nf-hattle ship ; while others, 
sending out parallel, oblique, horizontal, and peipeiidi- 
cular shoot- in all diieetiuns. put you in mind of what 
travc-lh'-is call a matted finest. Oftentimes a tree, above a 
hundred feet high, uprooted by the whirlwind, is stopped 
in its fall by these amazing cables of nature; and lienee 
it is that you aeeoimf for the phenomenon of seeinu tree- 
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not only vegetating, but sending forth vigorous shoots, 
though far from their peipendic-ular, and their trunks 
inclined to every degree from the meridian to the 
horizon. 

Their heads lemain thinly vappoited by the bush-rope ; 
many of their loots soon relix themselves in the earth, and 
frequently a strong shoot will sprout out perpendicularly 
from near the root of the reclined trunk, and in time 
become a tine tree. No grass grows under the trees; and 
few weeds, except in the swamps. 

The high grounds are pretty dear of underwood, and 
with a cutlass to sever the small hush-ropes, it is not diffi- 
cult walking among the trees. 

The soil, chiefly formed by the fallen leaves and decayed 
trees, is very rich and feitile in the valleys. On the hills, 
it is little Letter them sand. The rains seern to have car- 
lied away, and --wept into the valleys, evety particle which 
nature intended to have formed a mould. 

Four- footed animals rue sui’ev, considering how very 
thinly those forests are inhabit- d by men. 

Several species of the animal, commonly called Tiger, 
though in reality it approaches nearer to the leopard, are 
found hen* : and two of their diminutives, named Tiger-cats. 
The Tapir, the Labba. and Deer, afford excellent food, and 
chiefly frequent the swamps and low ground, near the sides 
of the river and creek'. 

In stating that four-footed animal' are scarce, thcPeocari 
must be excepted. Three or four hundred of them herd 
together, ami navei-e the wilds in all directions, in quest 
of roots and fallen si-eds. The Indians mostly shout them 
with poisoned arrows. "When wounded, they run about 
oil'- hundred and fifty pace--; they then drop, and make 
w holo.'ome iond. 

The lied Monkey, eironeously called the baboon, is heard 
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oftener tlian it is seen; while the common Brown Monkey, riKsr 
the Bisa, and ijacawinki, rove fiom tree to tree, and amuse J " l ' K *r v. 
the stranger as he journeys on. 

A species of the Polecat, and another of tire Fox, are 
destructive to the Indian’s poultry; while the Opossum, 
the Guana, and Salempento, afford him a delicious morsel. 

The small Ant-bear, and the large one, remarkable for his 
long, broad, bushy tail, are sometimes seen on the tops of 
the wood-ants’ nests ; the Armadilkis bore in the sand-hills, 
like rabbits in a waneu ; and the Porcupine is now and 
then discovered in the trees over your head. 

This, too, is the native country of the Sloth. His looks, Tlu ■ 
his gestures, and his cries, all conspire to entreat you to 
take pity on him. These are the only weapons of defence 
which nature hath given him. ‘While other animals as- 
semble in herds, or in pairs ranee through these boundless 
wilds, the sloth is solitary, and almost stationary ; he can- 
not escape from you. It is said, his piteous moans make 
the tiger relent, and turn out of the way. Do not then 
level your gun at him, or pierce him with a poi-oned arrow ; 

— lie has never hurt one living creature. .V few leaves, 
and those of the commonest and coarsest kind, are all he 
asks for his support. On comparing him with other ani- 
mals, you -would say that yen could perceive de!icienc\ 
deformity, and superabundance in his composition, lie 
lias no cutting teeth, and though four stomachs, lie still 
wants the long intestines of ruminating animals, lie has 
only one inferior aperture, as in birds. He has no soles to 
his feet, nor has lie the power of moving his toes separately. 

His hair is Hat, and puts you in mind of grass withered by 
the wintry blast. HA legs ore too slimt ; they appear de- 
formed by the manner in which they are joined to the body ; 
and when he is on the ground, they seem as if only calcu- 
lated to he of use in climbing tree-. He lias forty— ix ribs. 
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while the elephant Inis only forty : and his claws are 
disproportinnably lull". Were you to mark down, upon a 
gniduated scale, the diiferent claims to superiority amongst 
the four-footed animals, this poor ill-formed creature’s claim 
would he the last upon the lowest degree. 

Demerara yields to no country in the world in her won- 
derful and beautiful productions of the feathered race. 
Here the finest precious stones are far surpassed by the 
vivid tints which adorn the birds. The naturalist may 
exclaim, that nature his not known whole to stop in form- 
ing new species, ami painting her requisite shades. Almost 
every one ut those singular and elegant birds desciibed by 
Ihiifon as belonging to Cayenne, are to lie met with in 
1 )enicrara ; but it is only by an indefatigable naturalist 
that they are to he found. 

The Scarlet Curlew breeds in innumerable guautities in 
the muddy Clauds on the coasts of l’omauron ; the Egrets 
and Crabieis in the same place. They resort to the mud- 
llats at ebbing water, while thousands of Sandpipers and 
1’lover.s, with heie and there a Spoonbill and Flamingo, are 
seen amongst them. The Pelicans go farther out to sea, 
but return at -undown to tlm Courada-trees. The Humming- 
birds are chiefly to he fount! near the flowers ut which each 
of the species of the genus is wont to feed. The pie, the 
gallinaceous, the columbine, and passerine tribes, resort to 
the fruit-hearing trees. 

You iwver fail to see the com. non Vulture where there is 
' eeriion. In passing up the ri\er there was an opportunity 
of seeing a pair of the King of lire Vultures; thev were 
-it.ting on the naked hr, inch of a tree, with about a du/eu 
of the common ones with them. A Tiger had killed a 
Coat the day before ; lie had been dliven aw.iv in the act 
of “sucking the blood, and not finding it sage or prudent to 
return, the goat remained in the same place where he had 
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killed it ; it had begun to putrefy, and the vultures had rner 
arrived that morning to claim the savoury morsel. jo uknk v 

At the close of day, the Vampires leave the hollow trees, The 
whither they had tied at the morning’s dawn, and scour * c "" y, " v 
along the river’s banks in quest of prey. On waking 
from sleep, the astonished traveller finds his hammock 
all stained with blood. It is the vampire that hath 
sucked him. Xot man alone, but every unprotected 
animal, is exposed to Iris depredations : and so gently does 
this nocturnal surgeon draw the blood, that instead of being 
roused, the patient is lulled into a still profounder sleep. 

There are two species of vampire in Demerara, and both 
suck living animals ; one is rather larger than the common 
bat ; the other measures above two feet from wing to wing 
extended. 

Snakes are frequently met with in the woods betwixt the 
sea-coast and the lock Saba, chielly near the creeks and on 
the hanks of the river. They are huge, beautiful, and for- 
midable. The Ilattlesiiake seems partial t<> a tract of ground 
known by the name of Canal Xumbor-three ; there the 
effects of his poi-on will be long remembered. 

The Camoudi snake has been killed from thirty to forty 
feet long; though not venomous, his size renders him de- 
structive to the passing animals. The Spaniards in the 
Oroonoque positively affirm that he grows to the length of 
seventy or eighty feet, and that he willdestroy the strongest 
and largest bull. His name seems to confirm this ; there 
he is called “ inatatoro,’’ which literally means " Hull- 
killer.” Thus he may be ranked amongst the deadly 
snakes ; for it conies nearly to the same thing in the end 
whether the victim dies by poboii iiom the fangs, which 
corrupts his blood and makes it stink bruriblv, or whether 
his body be crushed to mummy, and swallowed by this 
hideous beast. 
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The Whip, snake. of a beautiful changing green, and the 
Coral, •with alternate hruad traiis\eise Ears of hlaek and 
red, glide from hush to hush, and may he handled with 
safety ; they are harmless little creatures. 

The Laharri snake is speckled, of a dirty brown colour, 
and can scarcely he distinguished front the ground or stump 
on which lie is coiled up ; he grows to the length of about 
eight feet, and his bite often proves fatal in a few minutes. 

Unrivalled in his display of every lovely colour of the 
rainbow, and unmatched ill the ellects ot his deadly poison, 
tlie Cuuanacuuelii glides undaunted on, sole monarch of these 
forests ; he i- coinmonlv known by the name of the hush- 
master. J’.oTlt man and beast Hv before him, and allow 
him to pui'Mie an undisputed path. He sometimes grows 
to the length of fourteen feet. 

A few small Cuimen, from two to twelve feet long, mav 
lie observed now and tla-u in passing up and down the 
river; they .just keep their heads above the water, and a 
stranger would not know them front a rotten stump. 

Lizards of the finest green, brown, and copper colour, 
from two inches to two leet and a half long, are ever and 
anon rustling among the fallen leaves, and crossing the 
path before von; whilst the Chameleon is Lu-uly employed 
in elui'ing insects tound the trunk's of the neighbouring 
tret s. 

The ii --It are of many dillerent scats, and well-tasted, but 
not, generally speaking, \ery plentiful. It is probable that 
their tin lubei s are considerably thinned by the Otters 
which are much larger than tho-e of Europe. In going 
through the ovei Unwed savannas, which have all a com- 
munication with the river, you may often see a dozen or 
two nt them sporting amongst the sedges before von. 

This waim and humid climate seems purticularlv adapted 
to the pioducing of insects ; it gives hiitli to myiiads 
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beautiful past description in tlicir rariety of tints, astonish- 
ing in their form and size, and many of them noxious in 
their qualities. 

He whose eye can distinguish the various beauties of 
uncultivated nature, and whose ear is not shut to the wild 
sounds in the woods, will be delighted in passing up the 
river Heineraro. Every now and then, the Maam or 
Tinamou sends fmth one long and plaintive whistle from 
the depths of the forest and then stops ; whilst the yelping 
of the toucan, and the shrill voice cl the hiid called I’l-pi- 
yo, is litaid during the interval. The Campanero never 
fails to attract the attention of the passenger: at a distance 
of nearly three miles, you may hear this snow-white bird 
tolling every four or live minutes, like the distant convent 
bell. Emm six to nine in the morning, the forests resound 
with the mingled cries and strains of the feathered race; 
after this, they graduallv die away. From’ eleven to three 
all nature is hushed as in a midnight silence, and scarce a 
note is heard, saving that of the campanero and the pi-pi- 
yo ; it h then that, oppressed by the solar heat, the birds 
rethe to the thickest shade, and wait lor the reheshing cool 
of evening. 

At sundown the Vampire?, Eats, and Goat-suckers dart 
i’loin their lonely retreat, and skim along the trees on the 
livei's bank. The different kinds of Frogs almost stun the 
ear with their coarse and hollow-sounding cloaking, while 
the Owls and goat-suckers lament and mourn all night 
long. 

A lout two hours lad ore daybreak, you will hear the red 
monkey moaning as though ill deep di-tiess ; the Iloutou, a 
solitary bird, and only found in the thickest recesses of the 
lbre-t, distinctly articulates, ‘•houtuu, bouton," in a low and 
plaintive tone, an hour ’ el ore sumi-e ; the niaam whistles 
about the same hour; the Hamiaquoi, Eataca, and Huioudi 
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announce Lis near approach to the eastern horizon, and tlie 
Pairors and Parroipicts confirm his arrival there. 

The (.'rickets chirp from sunset to sunrise, and often 
during the day, when the weather is cloudy. The I’ete- 
louge is exceedingly numerous in these extensive wilds, 
and not only man, but beasts and birds, are tormented by 
it. Mosquitos are very rare after you pass the third island 
in the Deinerara, and Sand-llies but seldom appear. 

Courteous reader, here thou hast the outlines of an 
amazing landscape given thee ; thou wilt see that the 
principal parts of it are but faintly traced, some of them 
scarcely visible at all, and that the shades are wholly 
•wanting. If tliy soul partakes of the ardent flame which 
the persevering Mungo Park’s did, these outlines will be 
enough for thee: they will give thee some idea of what 
a noble country this is; and if thou hast but courage to 
set about giving the world a finished picture of it, neither 
materials to work on, nor colours to paint it in its true 
.-hades, will he wanting to thee. It may appear a difficult 
ta-k at a distance but look close at it, and it is nothing 
at all ; piovided thou hast but a quiet mind, little more is 
necessary, and the genius which presides over these wilds 
will kindly help thee through the rest. She will allow 
thee to slay the fawn, and cut down the Mountain-cabbage 
for thy support, and to select fioin every part of her domain 
whatever may be necessary for the work thou art about; 
but having killed a pair of l>oves in order to enable thee 
to give mankind a true and proper description of them, 
thou lnxi't not destroy a third through wantonness, or to 
show what a good marksman thou art ; that would only 
blot the picture thou art finishing, not colour it. 

Though retired from the haunts of men, and even with- 
out a friend with thee, tliou would st not find it solitary. 
The crowing of the hannaquoi will sound in thine ears 



WANDERINGS IX SOUTH AMERICA. 


09 


like the daybreak town-cluck ; and tlie Wren and the 
Thrush will join with thee in thy matin hymn to thy 
Creator, to thank Him for thy night’s rest. 

At noon thy Genius will lead thee to the Troely, one 
leaf of which will defend thee from both sun and rain. 
And if, in the cool of the evening, thou hast been tempted 
to stray too far from thy place of abode, and art deprived 
of light to write down the information thou hast collected, 
the Firefly, which thou wilt see in almost every hush 
around thee, will be thy candle. Hold it over thy pocket- 
book, in any position which thou knowest will nut hurt it, 
and it will afford thee ample light. And when thou lia-t 
done with it, put it kindly back again on the next branch 
to thee. It will want no other reward for its services. 

When in thy hammock, should the thought of thy little 
crosses and disappointments, in thy ups and downs through 
life, break in upon thee, and throw thee into a pensive 
mood, the Owl will bear thee company. She will tell thee 
that hard has been her fate too ; and at intervals, “ Whip- 
poor- Will,” and “ Willy come go,” will take up the tale of 
sorrow. Ovid has told thee how the owl once boasted the 
human form, and lost it for a very small offence ; and were 
the poet alive now, he would inform thee, that “Whip- 
poor- Will,” and “ Willy come go," are the shades of those 
poor Atiican and Indian slaves, who died worn out and 
brokenhearted. They wail and cry, “'Whip-poor- Will,” 
and “Willy come go," all night long; and often, when the 
moon shines, you ste them fitting on the green turf, near 
the houses of those whose ancestors lore them fmm the 
bosom of their helpless families, which all probably per- 
ished through grief and want, after their support was 
gone. 

About an hour above the rock of Saha, stands the habi- 
tation of an Indian, called Simon, on the top of a hill. 
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The side next the liver is almost perpendicular, and you 
mav easily throw a stone over to the opposite hank. Here 
there was an opportunity of seeing nun in his rudest 
state. The Indians who fupuented this habitation, though 
living hi the midst of woods, Imre evident marks of atten- 
tion to their persons. Their hair was neatly collected, and 
tied up in a knot : their bodies fancifully painted red, and 
the paint was scented with liayawa. This gave them a 
gav and animated appearance. Some of them had on 
necklaces, composed of the teeth of wild boars slain in 
the chase; many -wore rings, and others had nil ornament 
on the left arm, midway betwixt the shoulder and the 
elbow. At the close of day, they regularly bathed in 
tlie river below ; and the next morning seemed busy in 
renewing the faded coloms of their face-. 

One day theie came into the hut a form which literally 
might b L - called the wild mail of the woods. On entering, 
he laid down a ball of wax, which he had collected in the 
forest. Ills hammock was all ragged and tom: and his 
bow, though of good wood, was without any ornament or 
polish ; “ embuit domino, cultior es^e suo.” His face was 
meagre, his looks fori lidding, and his whole appearance 
neglected. His long black lmir hung from his head in 
matted confusion: nor hud Ins body, to all appearance, 
ever been painted. They gave him some (Jass.ua bread 
and boiled ii-li, which he ate vuracioii.-ly, and soon after 
left the hut. As he went out you could obsoiae no traces 
in bis countenance or demeanour, which indicated th.it lie 
was in the leu-t mindful of having been beiiciiled by the 
society lie was jn-t halving. 

The Indians said that he had neither wife, nor child, 
nor friend. They had often tried to persuade him to come 
and live amongst them; but it was of no avail. He went 
roving on, plundering the Wild Ttee^ of their honey, and 
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picking up the fallen nuts and fruits of the forest. When 
he fell in with game, he procured lire from two sticks, and 
cooked it on the spot. When a hut happened to he in his 
way, he stepped in, and asked for something to eat, and 
then months elapsed ere they saw him again. They did 
not know what had caused him to he thus unsettled; he 
had been so for yeais ; nor did they believe that even old 
age itself would change the habits of this poor, harmless, 
solitary wanderer. 

From Simon’s, the traveller may reach the large fall, 
with ease, in four days. 

The first falls that he meets aie merely rapids, scarce a 
stone appearing above the water in the rainy season ; and 
those in the bed of the river, barely high enough to airest 
the water's course, and by causing a bubbling, show that 
they are there. 

With this small change of appeaiance in the stream, 
the stranger observes nothing new till lie comes within 
eiaht or ten miles of the great fall. Each side of the 
river presents an uiiintenupted range of wood, just as 
it did below. All the pioductions found betwixt 
the plantations and the lock Saha, are to he met with 
here. 

From Simon’s to the great fall there are live habitations 
of the Indians — two of them clow to the rivei’s side; the 
other three a little way in the fore-t. These habitations 
consist of from four to eight huts, situated on about an 
acre of ground which they have cleared lrom the sur- 
rounding woods. A few I’apnuw, Cot tun, and mountain 
cabbage-trees, arc scattered round them. 

At one of these habitations a small quantitv of the 
Wourali poi-on was piocuied. It was in a little gourd. 
The Indian who had it said that he had killed a number 
ol A ild Hogs with it, and two Tapirs. Appearances seemed 
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him to confirm what he said ; for on one side it had been nearly 
jo vKN-E Y. p a ]- cn ou t to tlie bottom, at different times, which probably 
would not have been the case had the first or second trial 
failed. 

in Its strength was proved on a middle-sized dog. He was 
bh-jngth. woulu | e( | j n the tliigh, in order that there might be no 
possibility of touching a vital part. In three or four 
minutes he began to be affected, .smelt at every little 
thine on the ground around him, and looked wistfully at 
the wounded part. Soon after this he staggered, laid him- 
self down, and never rose more. He barked once, though 
not as if in pain. His voice was low and weak ; and in 
a second attempt it quite failed him. He now put his 
head betwixt his fore-legs, and raising it slowly again, he 
fell over on his side. His eye immediately became fixed, 
and though his extremities every now and then shot con- 
vulsively, he never showed the least desire to raise up his 
head. His heart fluttered much from the time he lay 
down, and at intervals beat very strong ; then stopped for 
a moment or two, and then beat again ; and continued 
faintly beating several minutes after every otlier part of 
his body seemed dead. 

In a quarter of an hour after lie had received the poison 
he was quite motionless. 

Tlh' limit A few miles before you reach the great fall, and which, 
J " u - indeed, is the only one which can be called a fall, large 
balls of froth come floating past you. The river appears 
beautiful! v marked with streaks of foam, and on your 
nearer approach the stream is whitened all over. 

At lir-t, you behold the fall rushing down a bed of 
rocks, with a tremendous noise, divided into two foamy 
streams, which at tlieir junction again foim a small island 
covered with wood. Above this island, for a short space 
there appeals but one stream, all white with troth, and 
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Hetting and boiling amongst the huge rocks which obstruct fiisi 
its course. Ju l USE Y ~ 

Higher up it is seen dividing itself into a short channel 
or two, and trees grow on the rocks which cause ! i'.s -e pa- 
ration. The torrent in many places has eaten d-i p mto 
the rocks, and split them into large fragments by driving 
others against them. The trees on the rocks are in bloom 
and vigour, though their roots are half bared, and many of 
them bruised and broken by the rushing waters. 

This is the general appearance of the fall from the level 
of tire water below to where the river is smooth and quiet 
above. It must be remembered that this is during the 
periodical rains. Probably in the dry season it puts on a 
very different appearance. There is no perpendicular fall 
of water of any consequence tlnouglmut it, but the dread- 
ful roaring and rushing of the torrent down a long, rocky, 
and moderately sloping channel, has a line elfeet ; and ‘be 
stranger returns well pleased with what lie has seen. Xo 
animal, nor craft of any kind, could stem this downward 
flood. In a few moments the first would be killed, the 
second dashed in pieces. 

Tile Indians have a path alongside of it, through the 
forest, where prodigious ( rabwood-trees grow. Up this 
path they drag their canoes, and launch them into the 
river above; and on their return bring them down the 
same way. 

About two hours below this tall is the habitation of ail IMntatim 
Acoway chief called Sinkerman. At night you hear the 
roaring of the fall from it. It is pleasantly situated on 
the top of a sand-hill. At this place you have the finest 
view the river llemerara affords: three tiers of hills rise 
in slow gradation, one above the other, before you, and 
present a grand and magnificent scene, especially to him 
who has been accustomed to a level country. 


a 
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Here, a little after midnight on tlie fii-t of May, was 
heard a most strange and unaccountable noise ; it seemed 
as though several regiments were engaged, and musketry 
filing witii great rapidity. The Indians, terrified beyond 
description, left their hammocks, and crowded all together, 
like sheep at the approach of the wolf. Xheie were no 
soldiers within three or four hundred miles. Conjecture 
was of no avail, and all conversation next morning on the 
subject was as u-elc-ss and unsatisfactory as the dead silence 
which .succeeded to the lm'-a 

He who wishes to reach the Maeoushi country had 
better send his canoe over laud from Sinkerman's to the 
Essen mho. 

There is a pretty good pith, and meeting a crock about 
three-quarters of the way, it eases the labour, and twelve 
Indians will arrive with it in the EsSequibo in four days, 

The traveller need not attend his canoe ; there is a 
shorter and a better way. Half an hour below Sinker- 
man's he finds a little eivek on the western bank of the 
Demerara. After proceeding about a couple, of hundred 
yards up it, he leaves it, ami pursues a w est-nuith-we.-t 
direction by land for the E-sequibo. The path is good, 
though somewhat ranged with the routs of tines, and here 
and there obstructed bv fallen ones; it extends mote over 
level giouiiil than otheru ise. There are a few steep ascents 
and descents in it, with a little brook running at the 
bottom of them ; lmt they ale ca-ily pas-cd over, and the 
iallcn trees serve for a bridge. 

A oil iii.iv reach the Esseqiiibo with ease in a dav and a 
half ; and so matted and inteiwo\eii are the tops ot the 
trees above you, that the sun is not felt once all the wav, 
saving where the space which a liewly-fallen tree occupied 
lets in his rays upon you. The fore-t contains an abun- 
dance of TS ild Hogs, Lubbas, Acouries, I’owisses, Maams, 
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Maroudis, and AYaracabas, for your nourishment, and there rrr>r 
are plenty of leaves to cover a slied whenever you are Ju l ' llXE r - 
inclined to sleep. 

The soil has thiee-fourths of sand in it, till you come 77,,- 
within half an hour's walk of the Essequibo, where you 
rind a red gravel and rocks. In this retired and solitary 
tract, natures garb, to all appearance, has not been injured 
by fire, ii**i her productions broken in upon by the exter- 
minating hand of man. 

Here the finest Urem-he irt grows, and AATdlaba, I’urple- 
heart, Sdoabali, Sawari, lluletre, Tauronira, and Mora, are 
met with in vu-t abundance, far and near, towering up in 
majestic grandeur, straight ns pillars, sixty or seventy feet 
high, without a knot or branch. 

Ti a verier, lbrget tor a little while the idea thou hast of 
wandering farther on, and stop and look at this grand 
picture of vegetable nature; it is a reileetion of the crowd 
thou hast lately been in, and though a silent monitor, it is 
not a less eloquent one on that ace amt. See that noble 
Purple-heart before thee ! Hatuie lias been kind to it. 

Hot a hole, not the least oo/ing from its trunk, to show 
that its best days are past. Vigorous in youthful bloom- 
ing beauty, it stands the ornament of these sequestered 
Mild', and tacitly rebukes those base ones of thine own 
species who have been hardy enough to deny the existence 
of Him who oidered n to Hourish here. 

Behold that one next to it ! — Hark ! how the hammer- 
ings ot the iled-heaihd V oodpecker resound thmuuh its 
distempered boughs! See what a ipi unity of holes he 
has made in it, and how it' bark is stained with the drops 
which trickle do an iroin them. The lightning, too, lias 
blast'd one sale ot it. Nature looks pale and wan in its 
leave', and her lesjuives are lieaily dried up m its ex- 
tremities ; its sap is tainted : a mortal sickness, slow as 
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a consumption, anil as sure in its consequences, lias long 
since entered its frame, vitiating and destroying the 
wholesome juices there. 

Step a few paces aside, and cast tliine eye on that rem- 
nant of a Mora behind it. Best part of its branches, once 
so hiqh and ornamental, now lie on the ground in sad 
confusion one upon the other, all shattered and fungus- 
nrowii, and a prey to millions of insects, which are busily 
employed in destroying them. One branch of it still looks 
healthy: Will it recover? Xo, it cannot; nature has 

already run her course, and that healthy-looking branch is 
only as a fallacious good symptom in him who is just 
about to die of a mortification when lie feels no more pain, 
and fancies his distemper has left him; it is as the mo- 
mentary gleam of a wintry sun's ray close to the western 
horizon. — See ! while we are speaking, a gust of wind has 
brought the tree to the ground, and made room for its 
successor. 

Come further on. and examine that apparently luxu- 
riant Tauronira on thy right hand. It boasts a verdure not 
its own ; they arc false ornaments it wears ; the Bush-rope 
and Bird-vines have clothed it from the root to its topmost 
branch. The succession of fruit which it hath home, like 
good cheer in the homes of the great, has invited the birds 
to resort to it, and they have disseminated beautiful, though 
destructive, plants on its branches, which, like the dis- 
tempers vice brings into the human frame, rob it of all its 
health and vigour; they have shortened its days, and 
probably in another year they will finally kill it, long 
b.'fore nature intended that it .-diouhl die. 

Ere thou leave-t this inteicsting scene, look on the 
ground around thee, and sec wliat even thing here below 
mint come to. 

Behold that newly fallen Wullaba ! The whirlwind lias 
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uprooted it in its prime, and it lias brought down to the 
ground a dozen small ones in its fall. Its bark lias already 
begun to drop off! And that heart of Mora close by 
it is fast yielding, in spite of its firm, tough texture. 

The tree which thou pas.sedst but u little ago, and which 
perhaps has lain over yonder brook for years, can now hardly 
support itself, and in a few months more it will have fallen 
into the water. 

Put thv foot on that large trunk thou seest to the left. 
It seems entire amid the surrounding fragments. Mere 
outward appearance, delusive phantom of what it once 
was ! Tread on it, and like the fuss-ball, it will break into 
dust. 

Sad and silent mementos to the giddy traveller as he 
wanders on ! Prostrate remnants of vegetable nature, how 
incontestably ye provewhat we must all at last come to, 
and how plain your mouldering ruins show that the 
firmest texture avails us nought when Heaven wills that 
we should cease to be ! — 

“ The cloiul-u.i jit towels, tilt- yn-gcmis palaces, 

The solemn temples, the yre.it "lobe ltsell. 

Veil, all wlii'-h it inhabit, shall dissolve, 

And, like the luixpk— * fnhiie of a vision, 

Leave not a wreak behind." 

Cast thine eye around thee, and see the thousands of 
nature's productions. Take a view of them from the 
opening seed on the surface, sending a downward shoot, to 
the loftiest and the largest trees, rising tip and blooming in 
wild luxuriance ; some side bv side, others separate ; some 
curved and knotty, others straight as lances ; all. in 
beautiful gradation, fulfilling the mandates they had 
received from Heaven, and though condemned to die, 
still never failing to keep up their species till time shall 
he no more. 
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Header, canst tlioil not he induced to dedicate a tow 
months to thy good of the public', and examine with thy 
.scientific eye the productions which the vast and well- 
stored colony of Lemerara presents to thee 

What an iminen-e ninge of fore-t is there from the rock 
Saha to the great fall 1 and what an uninterrupted extent 
before thee from it to the banks of the Ecseipiibo ! Xo 
doubt, theie is many a balsam and many a medicinal root 
yet to be discovered, and many a resin, yum, and otl yet 
unnoticed. Thy work would he a pleasing one, and thou 
miyhte-t make several u-eful observations in it. 

Would it bo thought impertinent in thee to hazard a 
eoiiiecture. that with the le-ouro.s the government of 
llemenua has, ston-.s mieht be conveyed from the rock 
Saha to Stalu'oek. to -tem the equinoctial tides, which are 
forever sw>eping away the expensive wooden piles round 
the mound- of the lhu ' Or would the timher-rnerchant 
point at thee in pa— my by and cadi thee a descendant of 
La Mancha's knight, hecau-e thou niaintainest that the 
stone- which foim the rapids might he removed with little 
expense, and thus open the naviyation to the woodcutter 
from Stubioek to the yieat fall ' Or woukht thou he 
deemed enthusiastic or hias-ed. hecau-e thou yive-t it as 
thy opinion that the climate m these hiyli lands is exceed- 
ingly whole-onie. and the lands themselves capable of 
nouii-hiny and maintaining tiny luunher of settlers? In 
thy di—ertatioii on the Indian-, thou miyhte-t hint, that 
pu—ihly they could h- induced to help the new settlers a 
little: and that hndiny their labours well reputed, it 
Would be the mean- ot their Keeping up a constant com- 
munication with us, which prob.dJy might he the means 
of lacing the tir-t dull" towards their ( 'hri-tianitv. They 
tire a poor, hai nile—. iiinffeu-ive set of people, and their 
wambling and ill-piovided way ot living seems more to 
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ask for pity from us, than to liil our heads with thoughts nn-r 
that they would he hostile to us. Jll t nyL 1 

What a no! ili? hold, kind reader. for thy experiment tl 
philosophy and speculations, for thy learning. for thy 
perseverance, for thy kind-heartedness, for eveiything that 
is -great and good within thee ! 

The accidental traveller v. ho lias journeyed on from 
Stabioek to the rock Saha, and from thence to the hanks ot 
the E'septuho, in pursuit of other things, as lie told thee at 
the beginning, with hut an indilferont interpreter to talk to, 
no tiiend to converse with, and tot illy unlit for that which 
he wishes thee to do. ean merely inaik the outlines of the 
path he has trodden, or tell thee the sounds he Ims heard, 
or faintly describe what he has seen in the environs of his 
resting-places; hut if this he enough to induce thee to 
undertake the journey, and give the world a description of 
it. he will he amply satisfied. 

It will he two days and a half ft mu the time of entering 
the path on the western hank of the IdemeraiA till all he 
ready, and the canoe fairly afloat on the K'Seijuiho. The 
new rigging it, and putting every little thing to rights 
and in its proper place, cannot well he done in less than 
a d iy. 

After being night and day in the forest impervious to the 
sun's and moon's ravs the 'ttdden transition to light has a 
tine heart-cheering cffei t. Welcome ti' a hist friend, the 
solar beam makes the frame rejoice, and with it a thousand 
enlivening thoughts rush ut once on the .soul, and disperse, 
as a vapour, every sad and snrinwiul idea which the deep 
gloom had helped to collect then 1 111 coining out ol the 
woods, volt >ee the western hank ol the L'seipiiho before 
you, low and Hat lb ie the rivt r is two-thirds as bread as 
the l>enierara at Stabroek. 

To the noithwaid there is a hill higher than any in the 
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Demerara ; ami in the south-south-west (quarter a mountain. 
It is far away, and appears like a bluish cloud in the 
horizon. There is not the least opening on either side. 
Hills, valleys, and lowlands, are all linked together by a 
chain of forest. Ascend the highest mountain, climb 
the loftiest tree, as far as the eye can extend, which- 
ever way it directs itself, all is luxuriant and unbroken 
forest. 

In about nine or ten hours from this, you get to an 
Indian habitation of three Huts, on the point of an island. 
It is said that a Dutch post once stood here. But there is 
not the smallest vestige of it remaining, and, except that 
the trees appear younger than those on the other islands, 
which shows that the place has been cleared some time 
or other, there is no mark left by which you can con- 
jecture that ever ibis was a po-t 

The many Blands which you meet with in the way, 
enliven and change the scene, by the avenues which they 
make, which look like the mouths of other rivers, and 
break that long-extended sameness which is seen in the 
Demerara. 

Proceeding onwards, you get to the falls and rapids. In 
the rainy season they are veiy tedious to pass, and often 
stop your com sc. Tu the dry season, by stepping from 
rock to rock, the Indians soon manage to get a canoe over 
them. Lilt when tiie river is swollen, as it was in Hay, 
1812 , it is then a difficult task, and often a dangerous one 
too. At that time many of the islands were overflowed, 
the rocks covered, and the lower branches of the trees in 
the water. Sometimes the Indians were obliged to take 
everything out of the canoe, cut a passage through the 
brain-lies, which liung over into the liver, and then drag 
up the canoe by main force. 

At one place, the tails form an oblitpie line quite across 
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the river, impassable to the ascending canoe, and you are fip.st 
forced to have it dragged four or live hundred yards l»y J " rKNE Y 
land. 

It will take you five days, from the Indian habitation, 
on the point of the island, to where these falls and rapids 
terminate. 

There are no lints in the way. You must bring your 
own cassava-bread along with von, hunt in the forest for 
your meat, and make the night’s shelter for yourself. 

Here is a noble range of hills, all covered with the finest 
trees, rising majestic, illy one above the other, on the 
western bank, and presenting as rich a scene as ever the 
eye would wish to look on. Nothing in vegetable nature 
can be conceived more charming, grand, and luxuriant. 

How the heart rejoices in viewing this beautiful land- 
scape ! when the sky is serene, the air cool, ami tire sun 
just sunk behind the mountain's top. 

The Hayawa-tive perfumes the woods around ; pairs of 
Scarlet Aras are continually crossing the river The Maam 
sends forth its plaintive note, the Wren chants its evening 
song. The Caprimulgus wheels in busy flight around the 
canoe, while “ Whip-poor- Will ” sits on the broken stump 
near the water’s edge, complaining as the shades of nigld 
set in. 

A little before you pass the last of these rapids two r^-ks. 
immense rocks appear, nearly on the summit of one of the 
many hills which form this far-extending range, where it 
begins to fall off gradually to the south. 

They look like two ancient stately towers of some 
Gothic potentate, rearing their heads above the surround- 
ing trees. What with their situation and their shape 
together, they strike the beholder with an idea of anti- 
quated grandeur which he will never forget. He may 
travel far and near and see nothing like them. On looking 
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at tliem thrmudi a yUt'S, the summit of the southern one 
appeared crowned with hushes. The one to the north was 
unite hare. The Indians hove it fir.m their ancestor 3 
that tliev are the abode of an evil peniiis, and they pass in 
the river below ruth a reverential awe. 

Tn about si>yr-n hours fnmi these stupendous sons of the 
hill, you h ave t! e Essetjuilm, and enti r the river Apoura- 
putira, whirh tails into it fiem the south. TiieApoura- 
potna is nearlr one-tl.iid the sj/ e of the Demcrara at 
Stahi nek. For two days p,u see nothin” hut level etound, 
riehly elolhed in timber. You leave the Siparoum to tlio 
riyht hand, and on the third day come to a little hill. The 
Indians hare cleared about an acre of y round oil it, and 
elected a temporal y shed. If it he not intended for pro- 
vision-yround alone, peihaps the next white man who 
travels through these remote wilds xv ill find an Indian 
settlement here. 

Two days afttr leaciny tlii'. }ou yet to a lining , around 
on the western hank, whole stands a sinyle hut : and about 
half a mile in the iortst tleie ale a few mmc; some of 
them M|iiaie. and some rot, ml with spiral roots. 

Hole the li-li eailed l’acou is c e iy plentiful: it is 
] cilia] s tl e ihtii -t and lnfst di-lit ions li-h in (iuiaiia. It 
does imt take the ho, k. hut the Indians dc-cnv it to the 
Muiare «.f the water by naans of the s, ( ds of the Ciab- 
w or il-ti « e, and then slant it with an allow. 

You ate now within the 1 . nidi is of IMncoU'hin. inliahited 
by a ditteiint tube of paople. call, ,1 Mareii'lii Indians; 
uiiconmu my ueyti lme m the u~e of the blow-pipe, and 
tala' 'll' lor their skill 111 pi opal my the deadly Yiyetable 
jioi'on, c-'.inmoiily called \Yiiui.di. 

It is troiu this loiuiii} that those heautiful p anvipiets 
nai iied Ke'si-ki ssi ale piei nn d. Ih le the en 't.d moun- 
tains are tnund . ami la re tile three dlllerel.t spiCcies of the 
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,\ra are seen in great abundance. Here, too, grows the tree 
from which the gum-elastic is got : it is large, and as tall 
as any in the forest. The wood has much the appearance 
of sycamore. The gum is contained in the hark : when that 
is cut through, it oozes out very freely : it is quite white, 
and looks as rich as cream : it hardens almost immediately 
as it issues from the tree ; so that it is very easy to collect 
a ball, by forming the juice into a globular shape as fast 
as it comes out : it becomes nearly black by being exposed 
to the air, and is real India-rubber without undergoing 
any process. 

The elegant crested bird called Cock of the Eock, 
admirably described by Buflbn, is a native of the woody 
mountains of Alacoushia. In the daytime, he retires amongst 
the darkest rocks, and only comes out to feed a little 
before sunrise, and at sunset : he is of a gloomy disposition, 
and, like the lioutou, never associates with the other birds 
of the forest. 

The Indians, in the just-mentioned settlement, seemed 
to depend more on the wourali-poison for killing their 
game than upon anything else. They had only one gun, 
audit appeared rusty and neglected; hut their poisoned 
weapons were in fine order. Their blow-pipes hung from 
the roof of the hut, carefully suspended by a silk-grass 
cord ; and on taking a nearer view of them, no dust 
seemed to have collected there, nor had the spider spun 
the smallest web on them; which showed that they were 
in constant use. The quivers were close by them, with 
the jaw-bone of the fish Krai tied by a string to their 
brim, and a small wicker-basket of wild cotton, which 
hung down to the centre ; they were nearly full of poisoned 
arrows. It was with difficulty these Indians could be 
persuaded to part with any of the wourali-poison, though a 
good price nas offered for it ; they gave me to understand 
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fie. - 5 r that it was powder and shot to them, and very difficult 

JOUKNLY. tQ he 1)roau , ed _ 

On the second day after leaving the settlement, in 
passing along, the Indians show you a place where once 
a white man lived. His retiring so far from those of 
Ins own colour and acquaintance seemed to carry some- 
thing extraordinary along with it, and raised a desire to 
know what could have induced him to do so. It seems 
he had hef-n unsuccessful, and that his creditors had 
treated him with as little mercy as the strong generally 
show to the weak. Seeing his endeavours daily frustrated, 
and his best intentions of no avail, and fearing that when 
they had taken all he had they would probably take his 
libel ty too, he thought the world would not he hard- 
hearted enough to condemn him for retiring from the evils 
which pressed so heavily on him, and which he had done 
all that an honest man could do to ward off. He left his 
creditors to talk of him as they thought tit, and, bidding 
adieu ibr ever to the place in which lie had onc-e seen 
better times, lie penetmted thus far into those remote 
and gloomy wilds, and ended his days here. 

According to the new map of South America, Lake 
1 ‘ Parima, or the White Sea, ought to be within three or 
four days’ walk from this place. On asking the Indians 
whether there was such a place or not, and describing that 
the water was irt-sh and good to drink, an old Indian, 
who appeared to be about sixty, said that there was such 
a place, and that he had been there. This information 
would have been satisfactory in some degree, had not 
the Indians carried the point a little too far. It is very 
large, said another Indian, and ships come to it. Now 
the'C unfortunate ships were the very things which were 
not wanted: had he kept them out, it might, have done, 
but bis introducing them was sadly against the lake. 
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Thus you must either suppose that the olT savage and Fiusr 
his companion had a confused idea of the thing, aud that Jl> t 
probably the Lake Paritna they talked of was the Amazon*, 
not far from the city of Para, or that it was their intention 
to deceive you. You ought to be cautious in giving credit 
to their stories, otherwise you will be apt to be led astray. 

Many a ridiculous thing concerning the interior of 
Guiana has been propagated and received a* true, merely 
because six or seven Indians, questioned separately, have 
agreed in their narrative. 

Ask those who live high up in the Demerara, and they 
will, every one of them, tell you that there is a nation of 
Indians with long tails ; that they are very malicious, 
cruel, and ill-natured ; and that the Portuguese have been 
obliged to stop them oft' in a certain river, to prevent their 
depredations. They have ako dreadful stories concerning 
a horrible beast, called the "Watermamma, wldcli, when it 
happens to take a spite against a canoe, rises out of the 
river, and in the most unrelenting manner possible carries 
both canoe and Indians down to the bottom with it, and 
there destroys them. Ludicrous extravagances; pleasing to 
those fond of the marvellous, and excellent matter for a 
distempered brain. 

The misinformed and timid court of policy in Demerara An>-Mu> 
was made the dupe of a savage, who came down the ikse- 
quibo, and gave lnmself out as king of a mighty tribe. 'This 
naked wild man of the woods seemed to hold the said 
cuuit in tolerable contempt, ami demanded immense 
supplies, all which he got; and moreover, some time alter, 
an invitation to come down the ensuing year for more, 
which he took care not tu forget. 

This noisy chieftain boasted so much of his dvnasty and 
domain, that the government was induced to send up an 
expedition into his territories to see if he had spoken the 
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truth, and nothing but the truth. It appeared, however, 
that his palace was nothing but a hut, the monarch a needy 
savage, the heir-apparent nothing to inherit but his 
father’s club, and bow and arrows, and his officers of state 
wild and uncultivated as the forests through which they 
strayed. 

There was nothing in the hut of this savage, saving the 
presents he had received from government, but what was 
barely sufficient to support existence ; nothing that indi- 
cated a power to collect a hostile force ; nothing that 
showed the least progress towards civilization. All was 
rude and barbarous in the extreme, expressive of the 
utmost poverty and a scanty population. 

You may travel six or seven days without seeing a hut, 
and when you reach a settlement it seldom contains more 
than ten. 

The farther you advance into the interior the more you 
are convinced that it is thinly inhabited. 

The day after passing the place where the white man 
lived you see a creek on the left hand, and shortly after 
the path to the open country. Here you drag the canoe 
up into the forest, and leave it there. Your baggage must 
now be carried by the Indians. The creek you passed in 
the river intersects the path to the next settlement : a 
large Alora has fallen across it, and makes an excellent 
1 >ridge. After walking an hour and a half you come to 
the eduv of the forest, and a savanna unfolds itself to the 
view. 

The line A park that England boasts falls far short of 
this delightful scene. There are about two thousand acres 
of grass, with here and there a clump of trees, and a few 
bushes and single trees scattered up and down by the hand 
of Nature. The ground is neither hilly nor level, but 
diversified with moderate rises and falls, so gently mnning 
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into one another that the eye cannot distinguish where fikst 
they begin, nor where they end, while the distant black JO l ' l!XE Y ' 
rocks have the appearance of a herd at rest. Xearly in 
the middle there is an eminence, which falls off gradually 
on every side ; and on this the Indians have erected their 
huts. 

To the northward of them the foremost forms a circle, 
as though it had been done by art ; to the eastward it 
hangs in festoons ; and to the south and west it rushes 
in abruptly, disclosing a new scene behind it at every step 
as you advance along. 

This beautiful park of nature is quite surrounded by 
lofty hills, all arrayed in superbest garb of trees; some in 
the form of pvramids, others like suoar-loaves towerin'' 
one above the other, some rounded olf, and others as 
though they had lost their apex. Here two hills rise up 
in spiral summits, and the wooded line of communication 
betwixt them sinks so gradually that it forms a crescent ; 
and there the ridges of others resemble the waves of an 
agitated sea. Beyond these appear others, and others past 
them ; and others still farther on, till they can scarcely be 
distinguished from the clouds. 

There are m sand-flies, nor hete-rouge, nor mosquitos, 
in this pretty spot. The fire-flies during the night vie in 
numbers and brightness with the stars in the firmament 
above ; the air is pure, and the north-east breeze blows 
a refreshing gale throughout the day. Here the White- 
crested Maroudi, which is never found in the Demerara, 
is pretty plentiful; and here grows the tieo which pro- 
duces the Moran, sometimes called Balsam-eapivi. 

Tour route lies south from this place; and at the ex- p vul , 
tiemity of the savanna you enter the forest, and journey 
along a winding path at the foot of a hill. There is no 
habitation within this day's walk. The traveller, as usual, 
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must sleep in tlie forest ; the path is not so good the fol- 
lowing day. The hills over which it lies are rocky, steep, 
and rugged, and the spaces betwixt them swampy, and 
mostly knee-deep in water. After eight hours’ walk you 
find two or three Indian huts, surrounded by the forest : 
and in little more than half an hour from these you come 
to ten or twelve others, where you pass the night. They 
are prettily situated at the entrance into a savanna. The 
eastern and western hills are still covered with wood ; hut 
on looking to the Miuth-west quarter you perceive it be- 
gins to die away. In these forests you may find plenty 
of the trees which yield the sweet-smelling resin called 
Aeaiari, and which, when pounded and burnt on charcoal, 
gives a delightful fragrance. 

From hence you proceed, in a south-west direction, 
through a long swampy savanna. Some of the hills 
which border on it have nothing but a thin coarse grass 
and huge stones on them; others guite wooded; others 
with their summits crowned, and their base quite hare ; 
and others, again, with their summits hare, and their base 
in thickest wood. 

Half of this day’s march is in water, nearly up to the 
knees. There are four creeks to pass : one of them has a 
fallen tree across it. You must make your own bridge 
across the other three. Probably, were the truth known, 
these apparently four creeks are only the meanders of one. 

The Jabiru. the largest bird in < uiiana, feeds in the 
marshy savanna through which you have just passed. He 
is wary and shy. and will not allow you to get within 
gun-shot of him. 

You sleep this night in the forest, and reach an Indian 
settlement about three o’clock the next evening, after 
walking one-third of the way thrmigh wet and miry 
ground. 
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But, bad as the walking is through it, it is easier than 
where you cross over the bare hills, where you have to 
tread on sharp stones, most of them lying edgewise. 

The ground gone over them two last days seems con- 
demned to perpetual solitude and silence. There was not 
one four-footed animal to be seen, imr even the marks of 
one. It would have been as silent as midnight, and all as 
still and unmoved as a monument, had not the Jabiru in 
the marsh, and a few Vultures soaring over the mountain’s 
top, shown that it was not quite deserted by animated na- 
ture. There were no insects, except one kind of fly, about 
one-fourth the size of the common house-fly. It bit cruelly, 
and was much more tormenting than the mosquito on the 
sea-coast. 

This seem-: to be the native country of tlm Arrowroot. 
‘Wherever you passed through a patch of wood in a low 
situation, there you found it growing luxuriantly. 

The Indian place you are now at is not the proper place 
to have come to in order to reach the Portuguese frontiers. 
You have advanced too much to the westward. But 
there was no alternative. The ground betwixt you and 
another small settlement (which was the light place to 
have gone to) was overflowed ; and thus, instead of pro- 
ceeding southward, you were obliged to wind along the 
foot of the western hills, quite out of your way. 

But the grand landscape this place affords makes you 
ample amends for the time you have spent in reaching it. 
It would require great descriptive powers to give a proper 
idea of the situation these people have chosen for their 
dwelling. 

The hill they are on is steep and high, and full of im- 
mense reeks. The huts are not all in one place, but 
dispersed wherever they have found a place level enough 
h r a lodgement. Before you ascend the hill vmi sec at 
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first intervals an acre or two of wood, then an open space, with 
.t' h-rxe y. a f ew huts on it ; tlien wood again, and then an open space, 
and so on, till the intervening of the western hills, higher 
and steeper still, and crowned with trees of the loveliest 
shades, closes the enchanting scene. 

/Cin/ooe At the base of this hill stretches an immense plain, 
r , ' nn - which appears to the eye, on this elevated spot, as level 
as a bowling-green. The mountains on the other side are 
piled one upon the other in romantic forms, ami gradually 
retire, till they are rmdiscernible from the clouds in which 
they are involved. To the south-south-west this far- 
extending plain is lost in the horizon. The trees on it, 
which look like islands on the ocean, add greatly to the 
beauty of the landscape : while the rivulet’s course is 
marked out by the vEta-trees which follow its meanders. 

Not being able to pursue the direct course from hence 
to the next Indian habitation on account of the tloods of 
water that fall at this time of the year, you take a circuit 
westerly along the mountain's font. 

At la«t a large and deep creek stops your progress: it is 
wide and rapid, and its banks very steep. There is neither 
curinl nor canoe, nor purple-lieart tree in the neighbour- 
hood to make a "Wood-skin to carry \ ou over, so that you 
are obliged to swim across : and by the time you have 
tbimed a kind of raft, composed of boughs of trees and 
coarse grass, to ferry over your baggage, the day will be 
too far spent to think of proceeding. You must be very 
cautious before you venture to swim across this creek, for 
the alligators are numerous, and near twenty feet long. On 
the present occasion the Indians took uncommon ptecau- 
tions lest they should be devoured by this cruel and vora- 
cious reptile. They cut long sticks, and examined closely 
the side oi the creek for half a mile above and below the 
place where it was to le crossed; an 1 as scon as the 
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boldest had swum over lie did the same on the other side, first 
and then all followed. joiuncy. 

After passing the night on the opposite bank, which is 
well wooded, it is a brisk walk of nine hours before you 
reach four Indian huts, on a rising ground a few hundred 
paces from a little brook, whose banks are covered over 
with Coucourite and hEi.vtrees. 

This is the place you ought to have come to two da} s 
ago had the water permitted you. In crossing the plain 
at the most advantageous place you are above ankle-deep 
in water for three hours : the remainder of the wav is dry, 
the ground gently rising. As the lower parts of this 
spacious plain put on somewhat the appearance of a lake 
during the periodical rains, it is improbable but that this 
is the place which hath given rise to the supposed exist- 
ence of the famed Lake Parimn, or El Dorado; but this is 
mere conjecture. 

A few Deer are feeding on the roaise rough grass of this 
far-extending plain ; they keep at a distance from you, and 
are continually on the look-out. 

The Spur-winged Plover, and a species of the Curlew, 
black, with a white bar across the wings, nearly as large 
again as the scarlet curlew on the sea-coast, frequently 
rise before you. Here, too, the Mosc-ovy Duck is numer- 
ous ; and large flocks of two other kinds wheel round yon 
as you pass on, but keep out of gun-shot. The milk-white 
Egrets and Jabirus are distinguished at a great distance : 
and in the <eta and coucourite trees you may observe flocks 
of scarlet and blue Aras feeding on the seeds. 

It is to these trees that the largest sort of Toucan resorts T' U"',k 
He is remarkable by a large black spot on the point of his 
fine yellow bill. He is very scarce in Demerara, and never 
seen except near the sea-coast. 

The Ants’ Xests have a singular appearance on this plain 
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Tiiev are in vast abundance on those parts of it free from 
water, and are formed of an exceedingly liard yellow clay. 
They rise eight or ten feet from the ground, in a spiral 
form, impenetrable to the rain, and strong enough to defy 
the severest tornado. 

The wourali-poison, procured in these last-mentioned 
lints, seemed very good, and proved afterwards to he 
\ ery strong. 

There are now no more Indian settlements betwixt yon 
and the Portuguese frontiers. If you wish to visit then- 
fort, it would be advisable to send an Indian with a letter 
from hence, and wait his return. On the present occasion 
a aery fortunate circumstance occuired. The Portuguese 
commander had sent some Indians and soldiers to build a 
i anoe, not far from this settlement : they had just finished 
a, and those v. ho did not stay -with it had stopped here on 
their return. 

’I’he soldier vho commanded tile rest, said, lie durst 
not, upon any account, convey a stranger to the fort; but 
he added, as there were two eanoes, one of them might be 
despatched with a letter, and then we could proceed slowlv 
on in the other. 

About three liotus from this settlement there is a 
river called Pirarara ; and here the soldiers had left their 
eanoes -while they weie making the new one. From the 
Piraiara you get into the river Maou, and then into the 
Taeatou : and just where the Tacatou falls into the Tiio 
Franco, there stands the Portuguese frontier fort, called 
Foit. St. Joachim. From the time of embarking in the 
ii\u- Piraraia, it takes you tour days before you reach this 
tort. 

There was nothing veiy remarkable in passing clown 
tin se rivers. It is an open country, producing a coarse 
grass, and intu-peised with clumps ut tiees. The banks 



\VAXi>EKIXifs IX Mil l'll AMERICA. 


have some wood ou them, but it appears stinted and 
erooked, like that on tlie bleak hills in England. 

The Tapir frequently plunged into the river; he was by 
no means shy, and it was easy to get a shot at him on 
land. The Kessi-kessi paroquets were in great abundance ; 
and the tine scarlet Aras innumerable in the coucourite- 
trees at a distance from the river’s bank. In the Tacatou 
was seen the Troupiale. It was charming to hear 
the sweet and plaintive notes of this pretty songster of 
the wilds. The Portuguese call it the Nightingale of 
Guiana. 

Towards the close of the fourth evening, the canoe, 
which had been sent on with a letter, met us with the 
commander's answer. Ituring its absence, the nights had 
been cold and stormy, the rain had fallen in torrents, 
the days cloudy, and there was no sun to dry the wet 
hammocks. Exposed thus, day and night, to the chilling 
blast and pelting shower, strength of constitution at last 
failed, and a severe fever came on. The commander's 
answer was very polite. He remarked, he regretted much 
to say, that he had received orders to allow no stranger to 
enter the frontier, and this being the case, he hoped 1 
would not consider him as uncivil : “however,” continued 
lie, “I have ordered the soldier to land you at a certain 
distance from the fort, where we can consult together.” 

TVe had now arrived at the place, and the canoe which 
brought the letter returned to the fort, to tell the com- 
mander I had fallen sick. 

The sun had not risen above an hour the morning after 
when the Portuguese officer came to the spot where we 
had landed the preceding evening. He was tall and 
spare, and appeared to he from fifty to fifty-live years old ; 
and though thirty years of service under ail equatorial sun 
had burnt and shrivelled up his face, still theie was some- 
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F n;-r tiling in it so inexpressibly atfuble and kind, that it set 
j-a-RNF.y. Vliu immediately at your ease. lie came close up to the 
hammock, and taking hold of my wrist to feel the pulse, 
“ I am sorry, sir,” said he, “ to see that the fever has taken 
such hold of you. You shall go directly with me,” con- 
tinued he, “to the fort; and though we have no doctor 
there, I trust,” added he, “ we shall soon bring you about 
again. The orders I have received forbidding the ad- 
mission of strangers were never intended to be put in 
force against a sick English gentleman." 

As the canoe was proceeding slowly down the river 
towards the fort, the commander asked, with much more 
interest than a question in ordinary conversation is asked, 
where was I on the night of the first of May ? On telling 
him that I was at nil Indian settlement a little below the 
great fall in the Oemerara, and that a strange and sudden 
noise had alarmed all the Indian', he said the same 
astonishing noise had roused every man in Fort St 
Joachim, and that they remained under arms till morning. 
He observed, that he had been quite at a loss to form anv 
idea what could have caused the noise; but now learning 
that the same noise had been heard at the same time far 
away from the If io Franco, it shuck him there must have 
been an earthquake somewhere or other. 

Hood nourishment and rest, and the unwearied attention 
and kindness of the Portuguese commander, stopped the 
progress of the fever, and enabled me to walk about in six 
da \ 

h ’’ Fort St. Joachim was built about live and forty years 
ago, under the apprehension, it is said, that the Spaniards 
weie coming from the 1 1 to Xegro to settle there. It has 
been much neglected; the Hoods of Water have carried 
away the gate, and dtstmyed the wall on each side of it ; 
but the present commander is putting it into thorough 
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repair. When finished, it will mount six nine and six 
twelve pounders. 

In a straight line with the fort, and within a few yards 
of the river, stand the commander’s house, the barracks, 
the chapel, the father confessor’s house, and two others, 
all at little intervals from each other ; and these are the 
only buildings at Fort St. Joachim. Tiie neighbouring 
extensive plains afford good pasturage for a fine breed of 
cattle, and the Portuguese make enough of butter and 
cheese for their own consumption. 

On asking the old officer if there were such a place as 
Lake Parima, or El Dorado, he replied, he looked upon it 
as imaginary altogether. “ I have been above forty years," 
added he, “ in Portuguese Guiana, but have never yet met 
with anybody who has seen the lake." 

So much for Lake Parima, or El Dorado, or the White 
Sea. Its existence at best seems doubtful; some affirm 
that there is such a place, and others deny it. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Cijiiiin.itii i Lf itant, et .ulliui' -uli jinlii <• li-. > 't.'‘ 

'Hie M.v>>u-hi Indians— Pui.-mi venders — Apparent failuie of poison — 
Colin tin" materials f.>r wour.ili-poison — Piepurim; tin' poison— Su per- 
stitioiis — The blow-pipe ;nn — The Ourah — The Sanionnilt — Silk-grass 

Aeueio fimt— CoiRuiirite palm — Wild Cotton — Arums— Quivers — 

Jaw of 1‘irai — Paekino the arrows — Cotton basket — Gun sight made 
of Acuuii teeth — Poisoned fowl — Suspending the guns — The bow — 
Imwiiioio- arrows — Small (panels — A wild hog shot — Utilization of 
indigo nous piudu 1 t-. 

KiKM- Having now teached tin* Portuguese inland frontier, and 
.loi^Ksn. c0 [] ec j e( j a sufficient quantity of the wourali-poison, 
li,,","/,. ^ j remains but to give a brief account of its com- 

j'lnsmt. ' ~ 

position, its effects, its uses, and its supposed antidotes. 

It lias been already remarked, that iu the extensive wilds 
of Demerura and Essecpiibo, far away from any European 
.settlement, there is a tribe of Indians who are known by 
tlie name of Macoushi. 

Though the wourali-poisun is used by all the South 
American sa\age< betwixt the Amazons and the Oroonoque, 
still this tiilje makes it stronger than any of the rest. 
The Indians in the vicinity ol the Rio Xe-gro arc aware of 
this, and come to the Maeuushi country to purchase it. 

Much has been said concerning this fatal and extia- 
ordinaiy poison. Some have afriimed that its effects are 
almost instantaneous, provided the minutest particle of 
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it im.xti With the bleed; and ethers again lni\ e maintained fu<>t 
that it is net strong enough to kill an animal of the J ' 1 1 ‘‘ >L 
size and strength of a man. The first have erred by 
lending a too willing ear to the marvellous, and be- 
lieving assertions without sullicient proof. The follow- 
ing short story points out the necessity of a cautious 
examination. 

One day, on asking an Indian if he thought the poison .•/«•■ w 
would kill a man, he replied, that they always go to battle 
with it ; that he was standing by when an Indian was 
shot with a poisoned arrow, and that he expired almost 
immediately. Xot wishing to dispute this apparently 
satisfactory information, the subject was dropped. How- 
ever, about an hour after, having purposely asked him in 
what part of the body the .'aid Indian was wounded, he 
answered without hesitation, that the arrow entered 
betwixt his shoulders, and passed quite through his heart. 

Was it the weapon, or the strength of the poison, that 
brought on immediate dissolution in this caw ? Of course 
the weapon. 

The second have been misled by disappointment, 
caused by neglect in keeping the poisoned arrows, or by 
not knowing how to use them, or by trying inferior poison. 

If tlio arrows are not kept dry, the poison loses its 
strength; and in wet or damp weather it turns mouldy, 
and becomes quite soft. In shooting an arrow in this 
'tate, upon examining the place where it has entered, 
it will be observed that, though the arrow has pene- 
trated deep into the iledi. still by far the greatest part 
of the poison has shrunk back, and tliU', instead of enter- 
ing with the airow, it has remained collected at the 
mouth of the wound. In tin’s case the arrow might as 
well have not been poisoned. I’mbahly, it was to thi-. 
that a gentleman, some time ago, owed his disappointment, 
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when lie trie' l the poison on a horse in the town of 
Stabmek, the capital of JJemerara; the horse never be- 
trayed the least symptom of being affected by it. 

Wishful to obtain the best information concerning this 
poison, and as repeated inquiries, in lieu of dissipating the 
surrounding shade, did but tend more and more to darken 
the little light that existed, I determined to penetrate 
into the country where the poisonous ingredients grow, 
where this pernicious composition is prepared, and where 
it is constantly used. Success attended the adventure ; 
and the information acquired made amends for one hun- 
dred and twenty days passed in the solitudes of Guiana, 
and afforded a balm to the wounds and bruises which 
every traveller must expect to receive who wanders 
through a thorny and obstructed path. 

Thou must not, courteous reader, expect a dissertation 
on the manner in which the wourali-poison operates on 
the sy.-tem: n treatise has been already written on the 
subject, a, ill alter all, there is probably still reason to 
doubt. It is supposed to affect the nervous system, and 
thus destroy the vital functions ; it is ul&o said to be 
perfectly harmless, provided it does not touch the blood. 
However, this is certain, when a sufficient quantity of it 
enters the blood, death is the inevitable conseriuence ; but 
there is no alteration in the colour of the blood, and both 
the blood and flesh may be eaten with safety. 

All that thou wilt find here is a concise, unadorned 
account of the wourali-poison. It may be of service to 
thee some time or other, »hov.;d-t thou ever travel through 
the wilds wheie it is used. ^Neither attribute to cruelty, 
nor to a want of feeling for the sufferings of the inferior 
animals, the ensuing experiments The larger animals 
were destroyed m older to have proof positive of the 
strength oi a uoison which hath hitherto been doubted - 
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and tlie smaller ones were hilled with the hope of sub- 
stantiating that which has commonly been supposed to be 
an antidote. 

It makes a pitying heart ache to see a poor creature in 
distress and pain : and too often has the compassionate 
traveller occasion to heave a sigh as he journeys on. 
However, here, though the kind-hearted will be sorry to 
read of an unoffending animal doomed to death, in order 
to satisfy a doubt, still it will be a relief to know that the 
victim was not tortured. The wourali-poison destroys 
life's action so gently, that the victim appears to be in no 
pain whatever; and probably, were the truth known, it 
feels none, saving the momentary smart at the time the 
arrow enters. 

A day or two before the Macoushi Indian prepares his 
poison, he goes into the forest in quest of the ingredients. 
A vine grows in these wilds, which is called AVourali. It 
is from this that the poison takes its name, and it is the 
principal ingredient. A lien he has procured enough of 
this, he digs up a root of a very bitter taste, ties them 
together, and then looks about for two kinds of bulbous 
plants, which contain a green and glutinous juice. He 
fills a little quake, which he carries on his back, with the 
stalks of these ; and lastly, ranges up and down till he 
finds two species of ants. One of them is very large and 
black, and so venomous, that its sting produces a fever ; 
it is most commonly to be met with on the giound. The 
other is a little red ant, which stings like a nettle, and 
generally has its nest under the leaf of a shrub. After 
obtaining these, he has no more need to range the forest. 

A quantity of the strongest Indian pepper is used : but 
this he has already planted round his hut. The pounded 
fangs of the Labarri snake, and those of the Couanacouclii, 
are likewise added. These he commonly has in store ; for 
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1IW . when lie kills a snake, lie generally extracts the fangs, ami 
'" rllNL Y - keeps them by him. 

Having thus found the necessary ingredients, he scrapes 
i,r /h. j-] R , -wourali vine and hitter root into thin shaving?, and 
puts them into a kind of colander made of leaves: this 
he holds over an earthen pot, and pours water on the 
Shavians : the liiptor which conies through has the appear- 
ance of cuflee. AVlien a sufficient quantity has been 
1 n’ocured, the shavings are thrown aside. He then bruises 
the bulbous stalks, and squeezes a proportionate quantity 
of their juice through his hands into the pot. Lastly, the 
.•makes’ fangs, ants, and pepper are bruised, and thrown 
into it. It is then placed on a slow fire, and as it boils 
more of the juice of the vourali is added, according as it 
may he found necessary, and the scum i.s taken otf with a 
bait': it remains on the lire till reduced to a thick syrup of 
a deep brown colour. As soon as it has arrived at this 
state, a few arrows are poisoned with it, to try its strength. 
If it answer the expectations, it is poured out into a 
calabash, or little pot of Indian manufacture, which is 
carefully covered with a couple of leaves, and over them 
a piece of deer's skin, tied round with a cord. They keep 
it in the most dry part of the hut; and from time to 
time suspend it over the tire, to counteract the effects of 
dampness. 

Tin; act of preparing this poison is not considered as a 
common one: the savage may shape his bow, fasten the 
hath on the point of his arrow, and make his other imple- 
ments of destruction, either lving in his hammock, or in the 
midst of hi' family : but, if he lias to prepare the vourali- 
pui'.jii. many precautions are supposed to lie necessary. 

> , The women and young girls are not allowed to be 

present, lest the Yabuhou, or evil spirit, should do them 
harm. The shed under which it has been boiled is 
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pronounced polluted, and abandoned ever after. He who 
makes the poison mint eat nothing that morning, and 
must continue fasting as long as the operation lasts. The 
pot in which it is boiled must be a new one, and must 
never have held anything before, otherwise the poison 
would be deficient in strength r add to this, that the 
operator must take particular care not to expose himself 
to the vapour which arises from it while on the lire. 

Though this and other precautions are taken, such as 
frequently washing the face and hands, still the Indians 
think that it affects the health ; and tlm operator either is, 
or, what is more probable, supposes himself to be, sick for 
some days after. 

Thus is appears that the making the wound i-poison is 
considered as a gloomy and mysterious operation ; and it 
would seem that they imagine it affects others as well as 
him who boils it; for an Indian agreed one evening to 
make some for me, but the next morning lie declined 
having anything to do with it, alleging that his wife was 
with child ! 

Here it might be asked, are all the ingredients just 
mentioned necessary, in order to produce the wourali- 
puison ? Though our opinions and conjectures may mili- 
tate against the absolute necessity of some of them, .--till 
it would be hardly fair to pronounce them added by the 
hand of superstition, till proof positive can be obtained. 

AY e might argue on the subject, and, by bringing forward 
instances of Indian superstition, draw our conclusion by 
inference, and still remain in doubt on this head. You 
know superstition to l>e the offspring ot ignorance, and of 
course that it takes up its abode amongst the rudest tribes 
of uncivilized man. It even too often resides with man in 
his more enlightened state. 

The Augustan age furnisher numerous example*. A 
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bone snatched from the jaws of a fasting bitch, and a 
feather from the wing of a night owl, — " ossa ah ore rapta 
jejuiue canis, plumamojue nocturme strigis,” — were neces- 
sary for Canidia’s incantations. And in aftertimes, parson 
Evans, the Welshman, was treated most ungenteelly by an 
enraged spirit, solely because he had forgotten a fumiga- 
tion in his witch-work. 

If, then, enlightened man lets his better sense give way, 
and believes, or allows himself to be persuaded, that cer- 
tain substances and actions, in reality of no avail, possess 
a virtue which renders them useful in producing the 
wished-for effect; may not the wild, untaught, unen- 
lightened savage of Guiana add an ingredient which, on 
account of the harm it does him, he fancies may be useful 
to the perfection of his poison, though in fact it be of no 
use at all i If a bone snatched from the jaws of a fasting 
bitch be thought necessary in incantation; or if witchcraft 
have recourse to the raiment of the owl, because it resorts 
to the tombs and mausoleums of the dead, and wails and 
hovers about at the time that the rest of animated nature 
sleeps ; certainly the savage may imagine that the ants, 
whose sting causes a fever, and the teeth of the Laharri 
and Couanaeouchi snakes, which convey death in a very 
short space of time, are essentially necessary in the com- 
position of his poison ; and being once impressed with 
this idea, he will add them every time he makes the 
poison, and transmit the absolute use of them to his pos- 
terity. The question to be answered seems not to be, if 
it is natural for the Indians to mix these ingredients, but, 
if they are essential to make the poison. 

So much for the preparing of this vegetable essence; 
terrible importer of death, into whatever animal it enters. 
Let us now see how it is used ; let us examine the weapons 
which bear it to its destination, and take a view of the 
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poor victim, from the time he receives his wound till first 
death comes to his relief. jo cbmu . 

When a native of Macousliia goes in quest of feathered Drscrip- 
game or other birds, he seldom carries his how and arrows. 

It is the blow-pipe he then uses. This extraordinary tube 
of death is, perhaps, one of the greatest natural curiosities 
of Guiana. It is not found in the country of the Ma- 
coushi. Those Indians tell you that it grows to the south- 
west of them, in the wilds which extend betwixt them 
and the Bio Xegro. The reed must grow to an amazing 
length, as the part the Indians use is from ten to eleven 
feet long, and no tapering can be perceived in it, one end 
being as thick as the other. It is of a bright yellow 
colour, perfectly smooth both inside and out. It grows 
hollow ; nor is there the least appearance of a knot or 
joint throughout the whole extent. The natives call it 
Ourah. This, of itself, is too slender to answer the end 
of a blow-pipe ; but there is a species of palma, larger 
and stronger, and common in Guiana, and this the Indians 
make use of as a case, in which they put the ourah. It is 
brown, susceptible of a fine polish, and appears as if it 
had joints five or six inches from each other. It is called 
Samourali, and the pulp inside is easily extracted, by 
steeping it for a few days in water. 

Thus the ourah and samourali, one within the other, 
form the blow-pipe of Guiana. The end which is applied 
to the mouth is tied round with a small silk-grass cord, to 
prevent its splitting ; and the other end, which is apt to 
strike against the ground, is secured by the seed of the 
Aeucro fruit, cut horizontally through the middle, with a 
hole made in the end, through which is put the extremity 
of the blow-pipe. It is fastened on with string on the 
outside, and the inside is filled up with wild bees’- v ax. 

The arrow is from nine to ten inches long. It is made The arrow. 
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rn>x out of the leaf of a species of palm-tree, called C’oucourite, 
jorrvLV. j,. m j ail q i , little, and pointed as sharp as a needle. About 
an inch of the pointed end is poisoned. The other end is 
burnt to make it still harder, and wild cotton is put round 
it for about an inch and a half. It requires considerable 
practice to put on this cotton well. It must just be large 
enough to tit the hollow of the tube, and taper off to 
nothing downwards. They tie it on with a thread of the 
silk-grass, to prevent its slipping off the arrow. 

Tn> The Indians have shown ingenuity in making a quiver 

to hold the arrows. It will contain from five to six bun- 
dled. It is generally from twelve to fourteen inches long, 
and in shape resembles a dice-box used at backgammon. 
The inside is prettily done in basket-work, with wood not 
unlike Lainbuo, and the outside lias a coat of wax. The 
doer is all of one piece, formed out of the skin of the 
tapir. Hound tile centre there is fastened a loop, large 
enough to admit the arm and shoulder, from which it 
hangs when used. To the rim is tied a little bunch of 
-ilk-grass, and half of the jaw-bone of the fish called 
pnai, with which the Indian scrapes the point of his 
arrow. 

I Wore he put' tlie allows into the quiver, lie links 
them together by two strings of cotton, one string at each 
end. and then folds them round a stick, which is nearlv 
the length of the quiver. The end of the stick, which is 
uppermost, is guarded by two little pieces of wood cross- 
wise, with a hoop round tlieir extremities, which appears 
'omething like a wheel ; and this saves the hand from 
being wounded when the quiver is reversed in order to let 
the bunch of arrows drop out. 

There is also attached to the quiver a little kind of 
b.i'ket, to hold the wild cotton which is put on the blunt 
end ot the arrow. With a quiver of poisoned arrows 
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slung over liis shoulder, aiul witli Iris blow-pipe in his F hm- 
hand, in the same position as a soldier carries his mu-ket, J " L 1,N1 ' 
see the ATaeoushi Indian advancing towards the forest in 
quest of powises, maroudis, waracabas, and other featheied 
game. 

These generally sit high up in the tall and tufted trees, -fh I.nh 
but still are not out of the Indian’s reach; for his blow- 
pipe, at its greatest elevation, will send an arrow three 
hundred feet. Silent as midnight lie steals under them, 
and so cautiously does he tread the ground, that the fallen 
leaves rustle not beneath his feet. His ears are open to 
the least sound, while his eye, keen as that of the lynx, 
is employed in finding out the game in the thickest shade. 

Often he imitates their cry, and decoys them fiom tree to 
tree, till they are within range of his tube. Then taking a 
poisoned arrow from bis quiver, he puts it in the blow-pipe, 
and collects his breath for the fatal puli'. 

About two feet from the end through which he blow-, 
there are fastened two teeth of the aeouri, and these serve 
him for a sight. Silent and swift the arrow tiies, and 
seldom fails to pierce the object at which it is ,»ent. Some- 
times the wounded bird remains in the same tree where i> 
was shot, and in three minutes falls down at the Indian - ', 
feet. Should lie take wing, his Might is of short duration, 
and the Indian, following the dilection he has gone, is sure 
to find him dead. 

It is natural to imagine that, when a slndit wound only 
is inflicted, the game w ill make its escape. Tar otherwise : 
the wourali-poison almost instantaneously mixes with blood " 
or water, so that if you wet your finger, and dash it along 
the poisoned arrow in the quickest manner po.-Able. you 
are sure to carry off some of the poTun. Though three 
minutes generally elapse before the convulsions come on 
in the wounded bird, .'till a stupor evidently takes plaei 
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FrR vr sooner, and this stupor manifests itself by an apparent un- 
, tourney, willingness in the bird to move. This was very visible in 
a dying fowl. 

Having procured a healthy full-grown one, a short piece 
of a poisoned blow-pipe arrow was broken off and run up 
into its thigh, as near as possible betwixt the skin and the 
flesh, in order that it might not be incommoded by the 
wound. For the first minute it walked about, but walked 
very slowly, and did not appear the least agitated. During 
the second minute it stood still, and began to peck the 
ground ; and ere half another had elapsed, it frequently 
opened and shut its mouth. The tail had now dropped, 
and the wings almost touched the ground. By the ter- 
mination of the third minute, it had sat down, scarce able 
to support its head, which nodded, and then recovered itself, 
and then nodded again, lower and lower every time, like 
that of a weary traveller slumbering in an erect position ; 
the eyes alternately open and shut. The fourth minute 
brought on convulsions, and life and the fifth terminated 
together. 

The flesh of the game is not in the least injured hy the 
poison, nor does it appear to corrupt sooner than that killed 
by the gun or knife. The body of this fowl was kept for 
sixteen hours, in a climate damp and rainy, and within 
seven degrees of the equator ; at the end of which time 
it had contracted no had smell whatever, and there were 
no symptoms of putrefaction, saving that, just round the 
wound, the flesh appeared somewhat discoloured. 

The Indian, on his return home, carefully suspends his 
blow-pipe from the top of his spiral roof; seldom placing 
it in an oblique position, lest it should receive a cast. 

Here let the blow-pipe remain suspended, while you take 
a view of the arms which are made to slay the larger 
beasts of the forest. 
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When the Indian intends to chase the peceari, or 
surprise the deer, or rouse the tapir from his marshy retreat, 
he carries his how and arrows, which are very different from 
the weapons already described. 

The bow is generally from six to seven feet long, and 
strung with a cord, spun out of the silk-grass. The forests 
of Guiana furnish many species of hard wood, tough and 
elastic, out of which beautiful and excellent bows are 
formed. 

The arrows are from four to five feet in length, made of 
a yellow reed without a knot or joint. It is found in great 
plenty up and down throughout Guiana. A piece of hard 
wood, about nine inches long, is inserted into the end of 
the reed, and fastened with cotton well waxed. A square 
hole, an inch deep, is then made in the end of this piece of 
hard wood, done tight round with cotton to keep it from 
splitting. Into this square hole is fitted a spike of Cou- 
courite wood, poisoned, and which may be kept there, or 
taken out at pleasure. A joint of bamboo, about as thick 
as your finger, is fitted on over the poisoned spike, to 
prevent accidents and defend it from the rain, and is 
taken off when the arrow is about to be used. Lastly, two 
feathers are fastened on the other end of the reed to steady 
it in its flight. 

Besides his bow and arrows, the Indian carries a little 
box made of bamboo, which holds a dozen or fifteen 
poisoned spikes, six inches long. They are poisoned in the 
following manner : a small piece of wood is dipped in the 
poison, and with this they give the spike a first coat. It 
is then exposed to the sun or fire. After it is dry, it 
receives another coat, and is then dried again ; after this 
a third coat, and sometimes a fourth. 

They take great care to put the poison on thicker at the 
middle than at the sides, by which means the spike retains 
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the shape ol a two-edged sword. It is rather a tedious 
operation to make one of these arrows complete ; and as 
the Indian is not famed for industry, except when pressed 
by hunger, he has hit upon a plan of preserving his arrows 
which deserves notice. 

About a quarter of an inch above the part where the 
Coucourite spike is fixed into the square hole, he cuts it 
half through; and thus, when it has entered the animal, 
the weight of the arrow causes it to break off there, by 
which means the arrow falls to the ground uninjured ; so 
that, should this be the only arrow he happens to have 
with him, and should another shot immediately occur, 
he has only to take another poisoned spike out of his 
little bamboo box, tit it on his arrow, and send it to its 
destination. 

Thus armed with deadly poison, and hungry as the 
hyama, he ranges through the forest in quest of the wild 
beasts’ track. Xo hound can act a surer part. Without 
clothes to fetter him, or shoes to bind his feet, he observes 
the footsteps of the game, where an European eye could 
not discern the smallest vestige. He pursues it through 
all its turns and windings, with astonishing perseverance, 
and success generally crowns his efforts. The animal, after 
receiving the poisoned arrow, seldom retreats two hundred 
paces before it drops. 

In passing overland from the Essequibo to the Hemerara 
we fell in with a herd of wild hogs. Though encumbered 
with baggage, and fatigued with a hard day's walk, an 
Indian got his how ready, and let flv a poisoned arrow at 
one of them. It entered the cheek-bone and broke oil'. 
The wild hog was found quite dead about one hundred and 
seventy paces from the place where he had been shot. lie 
afforded us an excellent and wholesome supper. 

Thus the savage of Guiana, independent of the common 
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weapons of destruction, lias it in his power to prepare a 
poison, by which he can generally ensure to himself a 
supply of animal food ; and the food so destroyed imbibes 
no deleterious qualities. Nature lias been bountiful to him. 
She has not only ordered poisonous herbs and roots to grow 
in the unbounded forests through which be strays, but has 
also furnished an excellent reed for his arrows, and another, 
still more singular, for his blow-pipe ; and planted trees of 
an amazing hard, tough, and elastic texture, out of which 
he forms his bows. And in order that nothing might be 
wanting, she has superadded a tree which yields him 
a fine wax, and disseminated up and down, a plant not 
unlike that of the pine-apple, which affords him capital 
bow-strings. 
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Having now followed the Indian in the chase, and de- 
scribed the poison, let us take a nearer view of its action, 
and observe a large animal expiring under the weight of 
its baneful virulence. 

Many have doubted the strength of the wourali-poison. 
Should they ever by chance read what follows, probably 
their doubts on that score will he settled for ever. 

In the former experiment on the hog, some faint resist- 
ance on the part of nature was observed, as if existence 
struggled for superiority ; but in the following instance of 
the sloth, life sank in death without the least apparent 
contention, without a cry, without a struggle, and without 
a groan. This was an Ai, or three-toed Sloth. It was in 
the possession of a gentleman who was collecting curiosities. 
He wished to have it killed, in order to preserve the skin, 
and the wourali-poison was resorted to as the easiest 
death. 
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Of all animals, not even tlie toad and tortoise excepted, fih-t 
this poor ill-formed creature is the most tenacious of life. JO L 
It exists long after it has received wounds which would have 
destroyed any other animal ; and it may be said, on seeing 
a mortally-wounded sloth, that life disputes with death 
every inch of flesh in its hodv. 

The Ai was wounded in the leg, and put down on the 
floor, about two feet from the table ; it contrived to 
reach the leg of the table and fastened himself on it, as if 
wishful to ascend. But this was its last advancing step : 
life was ebbing fast, though imperceptibly ; nor could this 
singular production of nature, which has been formed of 
a texture to resist death in a thousand shapes, make any 
stand against the wourali-poison. 

hirst, one fore-leg let go its hold, and dropped down 
motionless by its side ; the other gradually did the same. 

The fore-legs having now lost their strength, the sloth 
slowly doubled its body, and placed its head betwixt its 
hind-legs, which still adhered to the table ; but when the 
poison had affected these also, it sank to the ground, hut 
sank so gently, that you could not distinguish the move- 
ment from an ordinary motion ; and had you been ignorant 
that it was wounded with a poisoned arrow, you would 
never have suspected that it was dying. Its mouth was 
shut, nor had any froth or saliva collected there. 

There was no subsultus tendinum, or any visible altera- 
tion in its breathing. During the tenth minute from the 
time it was wounded it stirred, and that was all ; and the 
minute after, life's last spark went out. From the time the 
poison began to operate, you would have conjectured that 
sleep was overpowering it, and you would have exclaimed, 

“ Pressitque jacentem, dulcis et alta quies, placidieque 
similliina morti.” 

There are now two positive proofs of the effect of this 
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fatal poison ; viz. the death of the hog, and that of the sloth. 
But still these animals were nothing remarkable for size ; 
and the strength of the poison in large animals might 
yet be doubted, were it not for what follows. 

A large well-fed ox, from nine hundred to a thousand 
pounds weight, was tied to a stake by a rope sufficiently 
long to allow him to move to and fro. Having no large 
Coucourite spikes at hand, it was judged necessary, on 
account of his superior size, to put three wild-hog arrows 
into him ; one was sent into each thigh just above the 
hock, in order to avoid wounding a vital part, and the 
third was shot traversely into the extremity of the nostril. 

The poison seemed to take effect in four minutes. Con- 
scious as though he would fall, the ox set himself firmly 
on his legs, and remained cpiite still in the same place, 
till about the fourteenth minute, when he smelled the 
ground, and appeared as if inclined to walk. He advanced 
a pace or two, staggered, and fell, and remained extended 
on his side with his head on the ground. Ilis eye, a few 
minutes ago so bright and lively, now became fixed and 
dim, and though you put your hand close to it as if to 
give him a blow there, he never closed his eyelid. 

His legs were convulsed, and his head from time to time 
started involuntarily; but he never showed the least desire 
to raise it from the ground; lie breathed hard, and emitted 
foam from his mouth. The startings, or subsultus tendi- 
num, now became gradually weaker and weaker; his 
hinder parts were fixed in death; and in a minute or two 
more his head and fore-legs ceased to stir. 

Nothing now remained to show that life was still within 
him, except that his heart faintly beat and fluttered at 
intervals. In five-aud-twenty minutes from the time of 
his being wounded lie was quite dead. His flesh was very 
sweet and savoury at dinner. 
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On taking a lefrospective view of the two different ftrw 
kinds of poisoned arrows, and the animals destroyed by J0CKN ' 1A - 
them, it would appear that the quantity of poison must 
he proportioned to the animal, and thus those probably tinn< >. 
labour under an error who imagine that the smallest 
particle of it introduced into the blood has almost instan- 
taneous effects. 

Make an estimate of the difference in size betwixt the 
fowl and the ox, and then n eigh a sufficient quantity of 
poison for a blow-pipe arrow with which the fowl was 
killed, and weigh also enough poison for three wild-hog 
arrows which destroyed the ox, and it will appear that the 
fowl received much more poison in proportion than the 
ox. Hence the cause why the fowl died in live minutes, 
and the ox in five-and-tweiity. 

Indeed, were it the case that the smallest particle of it 
introduced into the ldood has almost instantaneous effects, 
the Indian would not find it necessary to make the large 
ariow; that of the blow-pipe is much easier made and 
requires less poison. 

And now for the antidotes, or rather tire supposed anti- 
dotes. The Indians tell you, that if the wounded animal AaU,h ' ,e ' 
he held for a considerable time up to the mouth in water, 
the poison will not prove fatal; also that the juice of the 
sugar-cane poured down the throat will counteract the 
effects of it. These antidotes were fairly tried upon full- 
grown healthy fowls, hut they all died, as though no steps 
had been taken to preserve their lives. Hum was recom- 
mended and given to another, hut with as little success. 

It is supposed by some, that wind introduced into tire 
lungs by means of a small pair of bellows would revive 
the poisoned patient, provided the operation he continued 
for a sufficient length of time. It may he so ; hut this is 
a difficult and a tedious mode of cure, and he who is 
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wounded in the forest far away from his friends, or in 
the hut of the savages, stands hut a poor chance of being 
saved by it. 

Had the Indians a sure antidote, it is likely they would 
carry it about with them, or resort to it immediately after 
being wounded, if at hand ; and their confidence in its 
ellicacy would greatly diminish the horror they betray 
when you point a poisoned arrow at them. 

One day, while we were eating a red monkey, erroneously 
called the baboon in Demerara, an Arowack Indian told 
an affecting story of what happened to a comrade of his. 
He was present at his death. As it did not interest this 
Indian in any point to tell a falsehood, it is very probable 
that his account was a true one. If so, it appears that 
there is no certain antidote, or at least an antidote that 
could be resorted to in a case of urgent need ; for the Indian 
gave up all thoughts of life as soon as he was wounded. 

The Arowack Indian said it was but four years ago that 
he and his companion were ranging in the forest in cjuest 
of game. His companion took a poisoned arrow, and sent 
it at a red monkey in a tree above him. It was nearly a 
perpendicular shot. The arrow missed the monkey, and 
in the descent, struck him in the arm, a little above the 
elbow. He was convinced it was all over with him. “ I 
shall never,” said he to his companion in a faltering voice 
and looking at his bow as said it, “ I shall never,” said he, 
“ bend this bow again.” And having said that, he took 
off his little bamboo poison-box, which hung across his 
shoulder, and putting it together with his bow and arrows 
on the ground, he laid himself down close by them, bid 
liis companion farewell, and never spoke more. 

He who is unfortunate enough to he wounded by a 
poisoned arrow from Maeoushia had better not depend 
upon the common antidotes for a cure. Many who have 
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been in Guiana will recommend immediate immersion in 
water, or to take the juice of the sugar-cane, or to till the 
mouth full of salt; anil they recommend these antidotes 
because they have got them from the Indians, But were you 
to ask them if they ever .saw these antidotes used with suc- 
cess, it is ten to one their answer would be in the negative. 

Wherefore let him reject these antidotes as unprofitable, 
and of no avail. Ho has got an active and deadly foe 
within him, which, like Shakspeare’s fell Sergeant Death, 
is strict in his arrest, and will allow him but little time — 
very— very little time. In a few minutes he will he 
numbered with the dead. Life ought, if possible, to he 
preserved, be the expense ever ^o great. Should the part 
affected admit of it, lot a ligature he tied tight round the 
wound, and have immediate recourse to the knife : — 

ontinuo, nil]. nn firm cnnijiewe piin-.pmin. 

]>ii'.i per infau-tum stipnnt enntagi.i cnipii-.." 

And now, kind reader, it is time to 1ml thee farewell. 
The two ends proposed have been obtained. The Portu- 
guese inland frontier fort has been reached, and the 
Macoushi wourali-poisi >n acquired. The account of this 
excursion through the interior of Guiana has been sub- 
mitted to thy perusal, in order to induce thy abler genius 
to undertake a more extensive one. If any difficulties 
have arisen, or fevers come on, they have been caused by 
the periodical rains, which fall in torrents as the sun 
approaches the tropic of Cancer. In dry weather there 
would be no difficulties or sickness. 

Amongst the many satisfactory conclusions which tlum 
wouldest be able to draw during the journey, there is one 
which, perhaps, would please thee not a little ; and that 
is with regard to does. Many a time, no doubt, thou hnst 
heard it lmtly di-puted, that dogs existed in Guiana 
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rtn »l in.'viou'ly to the arrival of the Spaniards in those parts. 
ju rcxL Y. \\'l lLl [ e vcr the Spaniards introduced, and which bore no re- 
semblance to anything the Indians had been accustomed 
to see, retains its Spanish name to this day. 

Thus the Wafow, the Arowac-k, the Acowav, the Ma- 
coushi, and Carib tribes, call a hat, sombrero; a shirt, or 
auv kind of cloth, eamiso ; a shoe, zapato ; a letter, carta ; 
a fowl, gallina: gunpowder, colvora, (Spanish, polvora ;) 
aiiimuuiiion, bala ; a c-ow, vaea ; and a dog, perro. 

This argues strongly against the existence of dogs in 
Guiana before it was discovered by the Spaniards, and 
probably may he of use to thee, in thy next canine dispute- 
/’..m, Xu Ll political point of view this country presents a 

large field tor speculation. A few years ago there was but 
little inducement for any Englishman to e.xplore the in- 
terior of these rich and line colonies, as the British 
( iovernment did not eomidet them worth holding at the 
l>i -ace of Amiens. Cilice that period their mother-country 
lias been blotted out from the list of nations, and America 
has unfolded a new sheet of politics. Oil one side, the 
ciown of Braganzn, attacked by an ambitious chieftain, 
has tied from the palace of its ancestuis, and now seems 
fixed on the lmnks of the Janeiro. Cayenne has yielded 
to its arms. L.i Plata lias raised the .standard of independ- 
ence, and thinks itself sufficiently strong to obtain a 
government of its own. On the other side, the C'araceas 
are in open revolt, and should Santa Fe join them in good 
eirne-d, they may form a powerful association. 

Tims, on each side of tile ci-tOriinf Dutch Guiana, most 
unexpected and astonishing changes have taken place. 
Will they raise or lower it in the scale of estimation at 
the Court of St. James’s l Will tlmy he of benefit to 
these grand and extensive colonies Colonies enjoying 
perpetual summer. Colonies of the richest soil Colonies 
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containing within themselves everything necessary for 
their support. Colonies, in fine, so varied in their quality 
and situation, as to be capable of bringing to perfection 
every tropical production ; and only want the support of 
government, and an enlightened governor, to render them 
as fine as the finest portions of the equatorial regions. 
Kind reader, fare thee well. 

J.I.Iir.Ii lo I IIC rORITOUE.'E cojimanukr. 

Muy Sl.ni.ir, 

Como no tengo el honor, de scr conoeido de V.M. lo pienso mejnr, 
y mas decoroso, quedarme aqui, hastaque huviere reeibido su res- 
puesta. Haviendo caminado hast.i la chozo, adonde estoi, no 
quisiere volverme, antes de haver visto la fortaleza de los Portu- 
guese* ; y pido lieencia de YM. para que me adelante. Honradissi- 
mos son mis motivos, ni tengo proyecto ninguno. o de eomercio, o 
de la soldadesca. no siendo yo, o eomerciante, o otieial. Hidalgo 
ratolien soy, de liarienda in Ynglatierra, y muehos anus de mi vida 
he pasado en eammar. ITtiinaniente. de Deineiaria vengo, la qual 
dose el 5 dia de Abril, para ver este hermoso pais, y eoger unas 
euriosidades, pspeeialmente, el veneno, que se llama wourali. Las 
mas reeentes notieias que tenian en Deineraria, antes de mi salida, 
eran medias tristes, niedias alegres. Tristes digu, viendo que 
Valencia ha caidn en poder del eneinigo comun. y le General Pdake, 
y stis valientes tropas quedan prisioneros de guerra. Alegres, a] 
eontrario, porque Milord Wellington se ha apoderado de Ciudad 
llodrigo. A pesar de la eaida de Valencia, parecc claro al mundo, 
que las I'osas del eriemigo. estan and.mdo, de pejor a pejor cada dia. 
Nosotros debemos dar gracias al Altissimo, por haver side servido 
dexarnos eastigar ultimaniente. a los rohadores de sus santas Yglesias. 
Se vera YM. que yo no esrribo Portngues ni aun lo liablo, pero, 
haviendo apiendido el Castellano, no nos faltara medio de coinmu- 
niear y toner conversaeion. lluegn se esruse esta carta eserita sin 
tinta. porqne nn Indio dexo caer mi tintero y quebrose. Dios le de 
a VM. muchos ano* de salud. Entretanto, tengo el honor de ser 

Su mas obedeciente servidor, 

Carlos Watfutov. 

I. 2 
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“ Inrcrtii-, quo far.i ferant, uM -.istere iletnr.’ 


Kind and gentle reader, if the journey in quest of the 
wouruli-poison has engaged thy attention, probably thou 
mavest recollect that the traveller took leave of thee at 
Fort St. Joachim, on the Itio Branco. Sliouldest thou 
wish to know what befell him afterwards, excuse the 
following uninteresting narrative. 

Having had a return of fever, and aware that the 
farther lie advanced into these wild and lonely regions, 
the less would he the chance of regaining his health; he 
gave up all idea of proceeding onwards, and went slowly 
back towards the Deinerara, nearly by the same route he 
had come. 

On descending the falls in the Essequibo, which form an 
oblique line quite across the river, it was resolved to push 
through them, the downward stream being in the canoe’s 
favour. At a little distance from the place, a large tree 
had fallen into the river, and in the meantime the canoe 
was lashed to one of its branches. 

The roaring of the water was dreadful ; it foamed and 
dashed over the rocks with a tremendous spray, like 
breakers on a lee-sliore, threatening destruction to what- 
ever approached it. You would have thought, by the 
contusion it caused in Ihe river, and the whirlpools it 
made, that Seylla and Fharybdis, and their whole progeny, 
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had left the Mediterranean, and come and settled here 
The channel was barely twelve feet wide, and the torrent 
in rushing down formed traverse furrows, wdiicli showed 
how near the rocks were to the surface. 

Nothing could surpass the skill of the Indian who 
steered the canoe. He looked steadfastly at it, then at 
the rocks, then cast an eye on the channel, and then 
looked at the canoe again. It was in vain to speak. The 
sound was lost in the roar of waters ; but his eye showed 
that he had already passed it in imagination. He held up 
his paddle in a position, as much as to say, that he would 
keep exactly amid channel ; and then made a sign to cut 
the bush rope that held the canoe to the fallen tree. The 
canoe drove down the torrent with inconceivable rapidity. 
It did not touch the rocks once all the way. The Indian 
proved to a nicety, “ medio tutissimus ibis." 

Shortly after this it rained almost day and night, the 
lightning flashing incessantly, and the roar of thunder 
awful beyond expression. 

The fever returned, and pressed so heavy on him, that 
to all appearance his last day’s march was over. Hon - 
ever, it abated; his spirits rallied, and he marched again; 
and after delays and inconveniences he reached the house 
of his worthy friend, Mr. Edmonstone, in Mibiri Creek, 
which falls into the Demerara. No words of his can do 
justice to the hospitality of that gentleman, whose re- 
peated encounters with the hostile negroes in the forest 
have been publicly rewarded, and will be remembered in 
the colony for years to come. 

Here he learned that an eruption had taken place in St. 
Vincent’s ; and thus the noise heard in the night of the 
first of May, which had caused such terror amongst the 
Indians, and made the garrison at Eort St. Joachim re- 
main under arms the rest of the night, is accounted for. 
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first After experiencing every kindness and attention from 
jo i-exe y. yj r Edmonstone, lie sailed for Granada, and from thence 
Sails fur to St. Thomas’s, a few days before poor Captain Peake lost 
his life on his own quarter-deck, bravely fighting for his 
country on the coast of Guiana. 

St. At St. Thomas’s they show you a tower, a little distance 
7iu'"wss f rom (-] ie town, which thev sav formerly belonged to a 
Pucanier chieftain. Probably the fury of besiegers has 
reduced it to its present dismantled state. What still 
remains of it bears testimony of its funner strength, and 
may brave the attack of time for centuries. Tou cannot 
view its ruins without calling to mind the exploits of those 
fierce and hardy hunters, long the terror of the western 


world. While you admire their undaunted courage, you 
lament that it was often stained with cruelty; while you 
extol their scrupulous justice to each other, you will find 
a want of it towards the rest of mankind. Often pos- 
sessed of enormous wealth, often in extreme poverty, 
often triumphant on the ocean, and often forced to ily to 
the forests, their life was an ever-changing scene of ad- 
vance and retreat, of glory and disorder, of luxury and 
famine. Spain treated them as outlaws and pirates, while 
other European powers publicly disowned them. They, on 
the other band, maintained that justice on the part of 
Spain first- forced them to take up arms in self-defence ; 
and that, whilst they kept inviolable the laws which they 
had framed for their own common benefit and protection, 
they had a right to consider as foes those who treated 
them as outlaws. Under this impression they drew the 
Tlwmas's Mvol( l, ainl rushed on as though in lawful war, and 

and is divided the spoils of victory in the scale of justice. 
attacked by . .. . . „„ ■ , f 

a tertam Alter leaving St. Thomas s a severe tertian ague every 
'rrtu’rnsfo n0 " aiu ^ then kept putting the traveller in mind that his 
England, shattered frame. “ starting and shivering in the inconstant 
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blast, meagre and pale — the ghost of what it was "■ — 
wanted repairs. Three years elapsed after arriving in 
England before the ague took its final leave of him. 

During that time several experiments were made with 
the wourali poison. In London an ass was inoculated 
with it, and died in twelve minutes. The poison was 
inserted into the leg of another, round which a bandage 
had been previously tied a little above the place where 
the wourali was introduced, lie walked about as usual, 
and ate his food as though all were right. After an hour 
had elapsed the bandage was untied, and ten minutes 
after, death overtook him. 

A she-ass received the wourali poison in the shoulder, 
and died apparently in ten minutes. An incision was 
then made in its windpipe, and through it the lungs were 
regularly inflated for two hours with a pair of bellows. 
Suspended animation returned. The ass held up her head, 
and looked around; but the inflating being discontinued, she 
sunk once more in apparent death. The artificial breath- 
ing was immediately recommenced, and continued without 
intermission l’or two hours. This saved the ass from final 
dissolution ; she ro=e up, and walked about ; she seemed 
neither in agitation nor in pain. The wound, through 
which the poison entered, was healed without difficulty. 
Her constitution, however, was so severely affected that 
it was long a doubt if ever she would be well again. 
She looked lean and sickly for above a year, but began 
to mend the spring after, and bv Midsummer became fa l 
and frisky. 

The kind-hearted reader will rejoice on learning that 
Earl Percy, pitying her misfortunes, sent her down from 
London to Walton Ilall, near Wakefield. There she goes 
by the name of Wouralia. Wouralia shall he sheltered 
from the wintry storm; and when summer comes she 
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sliall feed in the finest pasture. Xo burden shall be 
placed upon her, and she shall end her days in peace . 1 

For three revolving autumns the ague-beaten wanderer 
never saw, without a sigh,- the swallow bend her flight 
towards wanner regions. He wished to go too, but could 
not ; for sickness had enfeebled him, and prudence pointed 
out the folly of roving again too soon across the northern 
tropic. To be sure, the continent was now open, and change 
of air might prove beneficial ; but there was nothing very 
tempting in a trip across tire Channel, and as for a tour 
through England .' — England has long ceased to be the 
land for adventures. Indeed, when good Xing Arthur re- 
appears to claim his crown he will find things strangely 
altered here ; and may we not look for his coming ? for 
there is written upon his grave-stone : — 

•‘Hie j i-srt Artuius Hex quondam Rexque futurus,'' 

•' Here Anhui Her, who lurmeily 
W.o king— .mil kinjjug.uu to ho." 

Hon C'uixote was always of opinion that this famous 
king did not die, but that he was changed into a raven by 
enchantment, and that the English are momentarily ex- 
pecting his return. Be this as it may, it is certain that 
when he reigned here all was harmony and joy. The 
browsing herds passed irom vale to vale, the swains sang 
Horn the bluebell-teeming groves, and nymphs with eglan- 
tine and roses in their neatly-braided hair went hand in 
hand to the flowery mead to weave garlands for their lamb- 
kins. If by chance some rude uncivil fellow dared to 
molest them, or attempted to throw thorns in their path, 
there was sure to be a knight-errant not far off ready to 
nidi forward in their defence. But alas! iti these de- 

1 Pool- \\ uiir.ili breathed her la.-t ou the loth of February, 1S3C, h.ivinc 
-ur. r.'*l tli* nf . t i!ii>ii n*\ul\ lm-aml-tut-ntv 
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generate days it is not .so. Should a harmless cottage 
maid wander out of the highway to pluck a primrose or 
two in the neighbouring field the haughty owner sternly 
bids her retire ; and if a pitying swain hasten to escort 
liei back, he is perhaps seized by the gaunt house-dog ere 
he reach her. 

JEneas’s route on the other side of Styx, could not have 
been much worse than this, though, by his account, when 
he got hack to earth, it appears that lie had fallen in with 
“ Bellua Lerme, horreudum stridens, fiammisrpie, armata 
Chinnera.” 

Moreover, he had a sibyl to guide Lis steps ; and as 
such a conductress nowadays could not be got for love 
or money, it was judged must prudent to refrain from 
sauntering through this land of freedom, and wait with 
patience the return of health. At last this long-looked 
for, ever welcome stranger came. 
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SECOND JOUKNEY. 


CHAPTER I. 

From Liverpool to Pernambuco. — Stonnv pitrels. — Tropical zoology. — 
Flying-fish. — Bonito, Albicore, anil ‘•Dolphin."— Frigate bird. — 
Arrival at Pernambuco. — The expelled Jesuits. — Pombal, the Captain- 
General. — Southey's history of Brazil. — Botanical garden. — Sangrcdo 
Buev. — Rattlesnake. — Xavimv es, ape. — Rainy. — Sail for Cayenne. — 
Shark-eatcliing. 

Ix the year 1810 , two days before the vernal equinox, I 
sailed from Liverpool for Pernambuco, in the southern 
heinisphete, on the coast of I frazil. There is little at this 
time of the year in the European part of the Atlantic to 
engage the attention of the naturalist. As you go down 
the Channel you see a few divers and gannets. The 
middle-sized gulls, with a black spot at the end of the 
wings, attend you a little way into the Pay of Biscay. 
When it blows a hard gale of wind the stormy petrel makes 
its appearance. While the sea runs mountains high, and 
every wave threatens destruction to the labouring vessel 
this little harbinger of storms is seen enjoying itself, on 
rapid pinion, up and down the roaring billows. When 
the storm is over it appears no more. It is known to 
every English sailor by the name of Mother Carey’s 
Chicken. It mint have been hatched in .Eolus’s cave, 
amongst a clutch of squalls and tempests ; for whenever 



WANDERINGS IN Sun'll AMERICA. 


15 5 


they get out upon the ocean it always contrives to be of second 
the party. joukney 

Though the calms and storms, and adverse winds in Trade 
these latitudes are vexatious, still, when you reach the v:iuili! - 
trade winds you are amply repaid tor all disappointments 
and inconveniences. The trade winds prevail about thirty 
degrees on each side of the equator. This part of the ocean 
may be called the Elysian Fields of X uptime's Empire ; and 
the torrid zone, notwithstanding Ovid's remark, “non est 
habit ahilis lestu,” is rendered healthy and pleasant by 
these gently-blowing breezes. The ship glides smoothly 
on, and you soon find yourself within the northern tropic. 

"When you are on it, Cancer is just over your head, and be- 
twixt him and Capricorn is the high road of the Zodiac 
forty-seven degrees wide, famous for Phaeton’s misadven- 
ture. His father begged and entreated him not to take it 
into his head to drive parallel to the five zones, but to 
mind and keep on the turnpike which runs obliquely 
across the equator. “ There you will distinctly set',” said 
he, “the ruts of my chariot wheels, ‘mauil'esta rota; vesti- 
gia cernes.’ “ But," added he, "even suppose you keep on 
it, and avoid the by-roads, nevertheless, my dear boy, be- 
lieve me, you will be most sadly put to your shifts ; ‘ardua 
prima via est,’ the first part of the road is confoundedly 
steep! ‘ultima via prona est,’ and after that it is all down 
hill. Moreover, ‘per insidias iter e.-t, fonr.asque ferarum,’ 
the road is full of nooses and bull-dog*, ‘ Ihemoniosque 
arcus,’ and spring guns, ‘ sievaque circuitu, curvantem 
braehia longo, Scorpio,’ anti steel traps of uncommon size 
and shape." These were nothing in the eyes of Phaeton ; 
go he would, so olf he set, full speed, four-in-hand. He 
had a tough drive of it ; anti after doing a prodigious deal 
of mischief, very luckily for the world, he got thrown out 
of the box, and tumbled into the river Po. 
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Some of our modem Moods hare been shallow enough to 
try to ape this pour empty-headed coachman, on a little 
scale, making London their Zodiac. Well for them, if 
tradesmen’s bills, and other trivial perplexities, have not 
caused them to be thrown into the King’s Bench. 

The productions of the torrid zone aie uncommonly 
grand. Its plains, its swamps, its savannas, and forests, 
abound with the largest serpents and wild beasts ; and its 
trees are the habitation of the most beautiful of the 
feathered race. While the traveller in the old world is 
astonished at the elephant, the tiger, the lion, and rhino- 
ceros, he who wanders through the torrid regions of the 
new, is lost in admiration at the cotingas, the toucans, the 
humming-birds, and aras. 

Tire ocean, likewise, swarms with curiosities. Probably 
the Flying-fish may be considered as one of the most 
singular. This little scaled inhabitant of water and air 
seems to have been more favoured than the rest of its 
finny brethren. It can rise out of the waves, and on wing 
visit the domain of the birds. 

After dying two or throe hundred yards, the intense heat 
of the sun lias dried its pellucid wings, and it is obliged to 
wet them in order to continue its flight. It just drops into 
the ocean for a moment, and then rises again and flies on ■ 
and then descends to remoisteu them, and then up. again 
into the air; thus passing its life, sometimes wet, some- 
times dry, sometimes in sunshine, and sometimes in the pale 
moon’s nightly beam, as pleasure dictates, or as need re- 
quires. The additional assistance of wings is not thrown 
away upon it. It has full occupation both for fins and 
wings, as its life is in perpetual danger. 

The Iionito and Albicore chase it day and night ; but the 
Dolphin is its worst and swiftest foe. If it escape into the 
air, the dolphin pushes on with proportional velocity 
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beneath, and is ready to -nap it up the moment it descends 
to wet its wings. 

You will often see above one hundred of these little 
marine aerial fugitives on the wing at once. They appear 
to use every exertion to prolong their flight, hut vain are 
all their efforts ; for when the last drop of water on their 
wings is dried up, their flight is at an end, and they must 
drop into the ocean. Some are instantly devoured by their 
merciless pursuer, part escape bv swimming, and others get 
out again as (prick as possible, and trust once more to their 
wings. 

It often happens that this unfortunate little creature 
after alternate dips and flights, finding all its exertions of 
no avail, at last drops on board the vessel, verifying the old 
remark, 

“ lucidit in Sc\ll.ini, oupiun^ vitaro ( Iiaiyl»«lim. M 

There, stunned by the fall, it beats the deck with its tail 
and dies. 'When eating it, you would take it for a fresh 
herring. The largest measure from fourteen to fifteen 
inches in length. The dolphin, after pursuing it to 
the ship, sometimes forfeits lus own life. 

In days of yore, the musician used to play in softest, 
sweetest strain, and then lake an airing amongst the 
dolphins; “inter delphinas Arion.” Hut nowadays, our 
tars have quite capsized the custom ; and in-tead of riding 
ashore on the dolphin, they invite the dolphin aboard. 
"While he is darting and playing around the vessel, a sailor 
goes out to the spritsailyard-arm. and with a long staff, 
leaded at one end, and armed at the other with five barbed 
spikes, he heaves it at him. If successful in his aim, there 
is a fresh mess for all hands. The dying dolphin affords a 
superb and brilliant sight : 


«F(-OXD 

jornxEY. 


“ Mille tialiit lnoiieiiN, a«l\i rso m_» 1 * colores. v 
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All tlie colmus of the rainbow pass and repass in rapid 
succession over Lis body, till the dark liaial of death closes 
the scene. 

From the Cape de Yerd islands to the coast of Brazil, 
yon see several different kinds of gulls, which probably 
are bred in the island of St. Paul. Sometimes the large 
bird called the Frigate Pelican soars majestically over the 
vessel, and the Tropic-Bird comes near enough to let you 
have a fair view of the long fcatheis in his tail. On the 
line, when it is calm. Sharks of a tremendous size make 
their appearance. They are descried from the ship by 
means of the denial tin, which is abuse the water. 

On entering the hay of Pernambuco, the Frigate Pelican 
is seen watching the -hoals of fish from a prodigious height 
It seldom descends without a successful attack on its nume- 
rous prey below. 

As you approach the shore, the view is charming. The 
hills are clothed with wood, gradually thing towards the 
interior, none of them of any considerable height. A 
singular reef of rocks run- parallel to the coast, and forms 
the harbour of Pernambuco. The vessels are moored be- 
twixt it and the town, -ah final every storm. You enter 
the harbotu through a very narrow passage, close by a fort 
built on the reef. The hill of Olinda, studded with houses 
and convents, is on your right hand, and an island thickly 
planted with cocoa-nut trees, adds considerably to the 
scene on your left. There are two strong forts on the 
isthmus, betwixt Olinda and Pernambuco, and a pillar 
midway to aid the pilot. 

Pernambuco probably contains upwards of tiftv thou- 
sand souls. It stanch ou a flat, and is divided into three 
parts — a peninsula, an island, and the continent. Though 
within a few degrees of the line, its climate is remark- 
ably salubrious, and rendered almost temperate by the 
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refreshing sea breeze. Ifn i ait and judgment contributed second 
their portion to its natural advantages, Pernambuco at this J0 L ' llNr i - 
day, would have been a stately ornament to the coast of 
Brazil. On viewing it, it will strike you that every one has 
built his house entirely for himself, and deprived public 
convenience of the little claim she had a right to put in. 

You would wish that this city, so famous for its harbour, 
so happy in its climate, and so well situated for commerce, 
could have risen under the flag of Dido, in lieu of that of 
Braganza. 

As you walk down the streets, the appearance of the Streets one! 
houses is not much in their favour. Some of them are Houses. 
very high, and some very low ; some newly whitewashed, 
and others stained, ami mouldy, and neglected, as though 
they had no owner. 

The balconies, too, aie of a daik and gloomy appearance. 

They are not, in general, open, as in most tropical cities, 
hut giated like a farmer's dairy window, though somewhat 
cheer. 

Theie is a lamentable want of cleanliness in the streets. 

The impurities from the houses, and the accumulation of 
litter from the beasts of burden, are unpleasant sights to 
the passing stranger. He laments the want of a police as 
lie goes along; and when the wind begins to blow, his nose 
and eyes are too often exposed to a cloud of very unsavoury 
dust. 

When you view the port of Pernambuco, full of ships of Port of 
all nations, when you know that the richest commodities of i UC o. 
Kurope, Africa, and Asia, are brought to it ; when you see 
immense quantities of cotton, dye-wood, and the choicest 
fruits pouring into the town, you aie apt to wonder at the 
little attention these people pay to the common comforts 
which one always expects to And in a large and opulent 
city. However, if the inhabitant* are satisfied, there is 
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nothing more to be said. Should they ever be convinced 
that inconveniences exist, and that nuisances are too fre- 
quent, the remedy is in their own hands. At present, cer- 
tainly, they seem perfectly regardless of them ; and the Cap- 
tain-General of Pernambuco walks through the streets with 
as apparent content and composure as an English statesman 
would proceed down Clmring-eross. Custom reconciles 
everything. In a week or two the stranger himself begins 
to feel less the things which annoyed him so much upon 
his first arrival, and after a few mouths' residence, he thinks 
no more about them, while lie is partaking of the hospi- 
tality, and enjoying the elegance and splendour within 
doors in this great city. 

Close by the river-side stands what is called the palace 
of the Captain-General of Pernambuco. Its form and ap- 
pearance altogether strike the traveller that it was never 
intended for the use it is at present put to. 

Reader, throw a veil over thy recollection for a little 
while, and forget the cruel, unjust, and unmerited censures 
thou hast heard against an unoffending order. This palace 
was once the Jesuits' college, and originally built by those 
charitable lathers. A-k the aged and respectable inhabit- 
ants of Pernambuco, and they will tell thee that the de- 
struction of the Society of Jesus was a terrible disaster 
to the public, and its consequences severely felt to the 
present day. 

When l’onibal took the reins of power into his own 
hands, virtue and learning beamed bright within the col- 
lege walls. Public catechism to the children, and religious 
instruction to all, flowed daily from the mouths of its 
venerable priests. 

They were loved, revered, and respected throughout the 
whole town. The illuminating philosophers of the day had 
sworn to exterminate Christian knowledge, and the college 
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of Pernambuco 'was doomed to founder in tbe general 
storm. To the long-lasting sorrow and disgrace of Por- 
tugal, the philosophers blinded her Icing and flattered her 
prime minister. Pombal was exactly the tool these sappers 
of eveiy public and private virtue wanted. He had the 
naked sword of power in his own hand, and his heart was as 
hard as flint. He struck a mortal blow, and the Society of 
Jesus, throughout the Portuguese dominions, was no more. 

One morning all the fathers of the college in Pernam- 
buco, some of them very old and feeble, were suddenly 
ordered into the refectory. They had notice beforehand of 
the fatal storm, in pity irom the governor, but not one of 
them abandoned his charge. They had done their duty, 
and had nothing to fear. They bowed v ith resignation to 
the will of Heaven. As soon as they had all reached the 
refectory, they were there locked up, and never more did 
they see their rooms, their friend-;, their scholars, or ac- 
quaintance. In the dead of the following night, a strong 
guard of soldiers literally drove them through the streets 
to the water’s edge. They were then conveyed in boats 
aboard a ship, and steered for Pallia. Those who sur- 
vived the barbarous treatment they experienced from 
Pombal’s creatures were at last ordered to Lisbon. The 
college of Pernambuco was plundered, and some time after 
an elephant was kept there. 

Thus the arbitrary hand of power, in one night, smote 
and swept away the science-; to which succeeded the low 
vulgar buffoonery of a showman. Virgil and Cicero made 
way for a wild beast from Angola ! and now a guard is on 
duty at the very gate where, in times long past, the poor 
were daily fed ! ! ! 

Trust not, kind reader, to the envious remaiks which 
their enemies have scattered far and near: believe not the 
stories of those who have had a hand in the sad tragedv. 

M 
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Go to Brazil, and see with tliiue own eyes the effect of 
Pomhal’s short-sighted policy. There vice reigns trium- 
phant, and learning is at its lowest ebb. Xeitheris this to 
be wondered at. 1 testroy the compass, and will the vessel 
find her far-distant port ? Will the tluck keep together, 
and escape the wolves, after the shepherds are all slain ? 
The Ih'a/.ilians were told that public education would go 
on just as usual. They might have asked government 
who so abh- to instruct our youth as those whose know- 
ledge is proverbial { who so tit, as those who enjoy our 
entire confidence ? who so worthy, as those whose lives are 
irreproachable. 

They soon found that those who succeeded the fathers 
of the Society of Jesus had neither their manners nor their 
abilities. They had not made the instruction of youth 
their particular study. Moreover, they entered on the 
field after a defeat, where the olliceis had all been slain ; 
where the plan of the campaign was lost ; where all was 
in sorrow and disinav. Xo exertions of theirs could rally 
the dispersed, or skill prevent the fatal consequences. At 
the present day, the seminary of Olinda, in comparison 
with the former Jesuits’ college, is only as the waning 
moon’s beam to the sun's meridian splendour. 

When you visit the places where those learned fathers 
once liouvi'hed. and see wirh your own eyes the evils their 
dissolution has caused; when you hear the inhabitants 
telling you how good, how clever, how charitable they 
were; what will you think of our poet laureate for calling 
them, in his History of ISra/dl,’’ “ Missiuners, whose zeal 
the most lanatical was directed by the coolest policy’’ ? 

AVas it fintniii'nl to renounce the honours and comforts 
of this transitory life, in order to gain eternal glory in the 
next, by denying themselves, anil taking up the cross 1 
Wa ' it jniwtloil to preach salvation to innumerable wild 
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lionles of Americans ? to clothe the naked? to encourage sr.rnxp 
the repenting sinner ? to aid the dying Christian. The J "^ 1 p N ^- Y 
fathers of the Society of Jesus did all this. And for this 
their zeal is pronounced to he the most fanatical, directed 
by the coolest policy. It will puzzle many a clear Train to 
comprehend how it is passible, in the nature of things, 
that zeal the most fanatical should he directed by the 
cooh-4 paUiy. Ah, Air. Laureate, Air. Laureate, that 

(juidlibet audendi ” of yours, may now and then gild the 
poet, at the same time that it makes the historian cut a 
sorry figure ! 

Could Lather Nohrega rise from the tomb, he would 
thus address you : — '• Ungrateful Englishman, you have 
drawn a great part of your information from the writings 
of the Society of Jesus, and in return you attempt to 
stain its character by telling your countrymen that ‘ we 
taught the idolatry we believed !’ In speaking of me, you 
say, it was my happy fortune to he stationed in a country 
where nmie hut the good principles of my order were called 
into action. Ungenerous laureate, the narrow policy of the 
times has kept your countrymen in the dark with regard to 
the true character of the Society of Jesus ; and you draw 
the bandage still tighter over their eyes by a malicious in- 
sinuation. I lived, and taught, and died in brazil, where 
you state that none but the good principles of my order 
were called into action, and si ill, in mo.it absolute contra- 
diction to this, you remark we believed the idolafn/ we 
taught in brazil. Thus we brought none but good prin- 
ciples into action, and still taught idolatry ! 

“ Again, you state there is no individual to whose talents 
brazil is so greatly and permanently indebted as mine, and 
that I must he regarded as the founder of that sv.stem so 
successfully pmsued by the Jesuits in Paraguay ; a sv.item 
productive of as much good as is compatible with pioiii 

m 
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fraud. Thus you make me, at one and the same time, a 
teacher of none hut good principles, and a teacher of 
idolatry, and a believer in idolatry, and still the founder of 
a system for which Brazil is greatly and permanently in- 
debted to me, though, by the by, the system was only pro- 
ductive of as much good as is compatible with pious 
fraud ! 

“ What means all this ? After reading such incom- 
parable nonsense, should your countrymen wish to be 
properly informed concerning the Society of Jesus, there 
are in England documents enough to show that the system 
ot the Jesuits was a system of Christian charity towards 
their fellow-creatures, administered in a manner which 
human prudence judged best calculated to ensure success; 
and that the idolatry which you uncharitably atlirm they 
taught, was really and tiuly the very same faith which the 
C’atlmlic Church taught for centuries in England, which she 
still toadies to those who wish to hear her, and which she 
will continue to teach, pure and unspotted, till time shall 
he no more." 

The environs of Pernambuco are very pretty. You see 
country houses in all directions, and the appearance of here 
and there a sugar plantation enriches the scenery. Palm- 
trees. Cocoa-nut-trees, Orange and Lemon groves, and 
all the different fruits peculiar to Brazil, are here in the 
gieatest abundance. 

At Olinda there is a national botanical garden ; it wants 
space, poultice, and improvement. The forests, which are 
several leagues off, abound with birds, beasts, insects, and 
serpents. Besides a luilliant plumage, many of the birds 
have a very tine song. The Troupiale, noted for its rich 
colours, sings deliglitiully in the environs of Pernambuco. 
The Bed-headed Finch, larger than the European sparrow, 
pours birth a sweet and varied strain, in company with two 
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species of wrens, a little before daylight. There are also j, Ero ^p 
several species of tlie thrush, which have a song somewhat Jori:XEY 
different from that of the European thrush ; and two 
species of the linnet, whose strain is so soft and sweet that 
it dooms them to captivity in the houses. A bird called 
here Sangre do Buev, blood of the ox, cannot fail to en- 
gage your attention : he is of the passerine tribe, and very 
common about the houses ; the wings and tail are black, 
and every other part of the body a flaming red. Tn Guiana, 
there is a species exactly the same as this in shape, note, 
and economy, but different in colour, its whole body being 
like black velvet ; oil its breast a tinge of red appears 
through the black. Thus nature lias ordered this little 
Tangara to put on mourning to the north of the line, and 
wear scarlet to the south of it. 

For three months in the year the envimus of remain- semviis. 
bueo are animated beyond description. From November 
to March the weather is particularly tine ; then it is that 
rich and poor, young and old, foreigners and natives, all 
issue from the city to enjoy the country, till Lent ap- 
proaches, when back they hie them. Villages and hamlets, 
where nothing before but rag.-, was seen, now shine in all 
the elegance of dress; every house, every loom, every shed 
become eligible places for those whom nothing but extreme 
necessity could have forced to live there a few weeks ago : 
some join in the merry dance, others saunter up and down 
the orange-groves; and towards evening the roads become 
a moving scene of silk and jewels. The gaming-tables 
liave constant visitors; there, thousands are daily and 
nightly lost and won ; paities even sit down to try their 
luck round the outside of the door as well as in the 
loom : — - 


“Ye-titulum ante ipsum primi-tpie in f.iueil ,te aul.c 
Lui-tus et ultiii i-<, pufUeiv solilu I'Ui.e.'’ 
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About six or seven miles from Pernambuco stands a 
pretty little village called Monteiro ; the river runs close 
by it, and its rural beauties seem to surpass all others in 
the neighbourhood ; there the Captain-General of Pernam- 
buco resides during this time of merriment and joy. 

The traveller who allots a portion of his time to peep at 
lii.s fellow-creatures in their relaxations, and accustoms 
himself to read their several little histories in their looks 
and gestures as he goes musing on, may have full occupa- 
tion for an hour or two every day at tin"-, season amid the 
variegated scenes around the pretty village of Monteiin. 
I11 the evening groups sitting at the door, he may some- 
times see with a sigh how wealth and the prince's favour 
cause a booby to pass for a Solon, and be reverenced as 
such, while perhaps a poor neglected C airmens stands silent 
at a distance, awed by the dazzling glare of wealth and 
power. Retired, from the public road he may see poor 
Maria sitting under a palm-tree, with her elbow in her lap, 
and her head leaning on one hde within her hand, weeping 
over her forbidden ban-. And a, he motes on “with 
w audering step and slow. ’ he may hear a broken-hearted 
nymph ask her faithless swain,— e 


limy . null you .ay mv feroy,,. fail, 

AmI a i r tli.it t.n *' f«n-.,ilvt* ' 

Tfmv < on M y«iii v. ill m \ \ ii^in lie.i 1 1, 

Y« t 1* dvu tlmt liuait to W-ik *'* 

Une afternoon, in an unfmpiented part not far from 
Monteiro, these adventuics were near lining brought to a 
speedy and a final elo-c * six or seven blackbirds, with a 
white spot betwixt the shoulders, wore making a noise, and 
pa— ing to and fro on the lower branches of a tree in an 
abandoned, weed-grown, orange orchard. In the long grass 
underneath the tree, apparently a pale green grasshopper 
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was fluttering, as though it had got entangled in it. When 
you once fancy that the thing you are lucking at is realh 
what you take it for, the more you look at it the more you 
are convinced it is so. In the present case, this was a 
grasshopper beyond all doubt, and nothing more remained 
to he done hut to wait in patience till it had settled, in 
order that you might run no lisk of breaking its legs in 
attempting to lay hold of it while it was fluttering— it still 
kept fluttering ; and having quietly approached it, intend- 
ing to make sure of it — behold, the head of a large rattle- 
snake appeared in the grass close by : an instantaneous 
spring backwards prevented fatal consequences. TV hat 
had been taken for a grasshopper was, in fact, the elevated 
rattle of the snake in the act of announcing that he was 
quite prepared, though unwilling, to make a sure and 
deadly spring. He shortly after passed slowly from under 
the orange-tree to the neighbouring wood on the side of a 
bill : as he moved over a place hare of gra>-- and weeds, he 
appeared to be about eight feet long ; it was he who had 
engaged the attention of the birds, and made them heedless 
of danger from another quarter : they Hew away on his re- 
tiring ; one alone left his little life in the air, destined to 
become a specimen, mute and motionless, fur the inspection 
of the curious in a far distant clime. 

It was now the rainy sca-on ; the birds were moulting ; 
fifty-eight specimens of the handsomest of them in the 
neighbourhood of Pernambuco had been collected ; and it 
was time to proceed elsewhere. The conveyance to the 
interior was by horses; and this mode, together with the 
heavy rains, would expose preserved specimens to almost 
certain damage. The journey to Alaranham by land would 
take at least forty days. The route was not wild enough 
to engage the attention of an explorer, or civilized enough 
to alibi'd common comforts to a traveller. P.v sea there 
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'were no opportunities, except slave ships. As the trans- 
porting poor ueuroes from port to port for sale pays well in 
Brazil, the ships’ decks are crowded with them. This 
would not do. 

Excuse here, benevolent reader, a small tribute of grati- 
tude to au Irish family, whose urbanity and goodness have 
long gained it the esteem and respect of all ranks in 
Pernambuco. The kindness and attention I received 
from Dennis Kearney, Esrp. and his amiable lady, will 
be remembered with gratitude to my dying day. 

After wishing farewell to tin- hospitable family, I em- 
barked on board a Portuguese brig, with poor accommo- 
dation. for Caveime in Guiana. The most eligible bed- 
room was the top of a lmn-coop on deck. Even here, an 
unsavoury little beast, called bug, was neither shy nor 
deficient in appetite. 

The Portuguese seamen are famed for catching fish. One 
evening, under the line, four sharks made their appearance 
in the wake of the ves .-el. The sailors caught them all. 



CHAPTER II. 

Arrival at Cayenne. — Flamingo*. — t urlcw-., — Ye^c-taUe productions 

of C'ajeime. — La Gabiielle. — Cock of tlie Lock. — Giand Gobe-mouchw. 

— Suimam. — The Coryntin. — Xtw Amsterdam. — Suhmek, now 
George Town. — Produce of Pomerar.i. — slavery. — A tiawlltr's net.es- 
sarie>, — Walking hareloot. — The he^t < u-tumo. — Humuiiijg-birds. — 

(,’otinga. — Canipanero, or Lell-hird — Tom an--, or Toucanc-t*. — Leak 
of the Toucan — Evainv.eiiee of the colom* — The only mode of 
preset viny them. 

Ox tlie fourteenth day after leaving Pernambuco, the sf.con-p 
brig cast anchor otf the inland of Cayenne. The entrance J * 
is beautiful. To windward, not far oif. there are two bold 
wooded island^ called the Father and Hot her ; and near 
them are others, their children, smaller, though as beautiful 
as their parents. Another is seen a long way to leeward of 
the family, and seems as if it had strayed from home, and 
cannot iind its way hack. The French call it “IVnfant 
perdu.” As you pass the islands, the stately hills on the 
main, ornamented with ever- verdant foliage, show you that 
this is hv far the suhlimest scenery on the sea-coast, from 
the Amazons to the Oroonoipie. On casting your eye to- 
wards Dutch (luiana, you will see that the mountains 
become unconnected, and few in number, and long before 
you reach Surinam the Atlantic wave washes a Hat and 
muddy shore. 

Considerably to windward of Cayenne, and about twelve Constable 
leagues from land, stands a stately and towering rock, called Jml " 
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second the Constable. As- nothing grows cm it to tempt gieedy and 
•ioli.m.v. aS pj r i n „ nl(iu to claim it as his own, the sea- fowl rest and 
raise their olFpring there. The laird called the ITigate is 
ever soaring round its rugged summit. Hither the I’haeton 
Lends his rapid flight, and ilueks of rosy Flamingos here 
defy the fowler’s cunning. All along the coast, opposite 
the Constable, and indeed on every uncultivated part of it 
to windward and leeward, are seen innumeraLle quantities 
of .Snow-white Egrets', Scarlet Curlews, Spoonbills, and 
Tlamingos. 

C'J.wiiif Cayenne is capable of being a noble and productive 
" colony. At present it is thouglit to be the poorest on the 
coast of Guiana. Its estates are too much separated one 
horn the other by immense tiaets of forest; and the revo- 
lutionary war, like a cold eastern wind, has chilled their 
zeal and blasted their best expectations. 

The Clove-tree, the Cinnamon, Pepper and Xntmeg, and 
many other choice spices and fruits of the eastern and 
A-iatie regions, produce abundantly in Cayenne. 

Ti"’ Tjv-, 1 . the town itself is prettily laid out, and was once well 
foitilied. They tell you it might easily have been defended 
against the invading force of the two united nations; but 
1 ictor Ungues, its governor, ordered the tri-coloured flag to 
be struck ; and ever since that day the standard of liraganza 
has waved on the rampaits of Cayenne, 
owe mu,- TLe who has reei ived humiliation! from the hand of this 
( _ haughty, iron-hearted governor, may see him now in Cay- 
enne, stripped ot all Ins revolutionary honouis, broken 
down and ruined, and under arrest in his own house. He 
has four accomplished daughters, respected by the whole 
town. Towards the close of day, when the sun’s rays are 
no longer oppressive, these much-pitied ladies are seen 
walking up and down the balcony with their aged parent, 
t lying, by their kind and filial attention, to remove the 
settled gloom from his too guilty brow. 
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This was not the time for a traveller to enjoy Cayenne, sfj nxn 
The hospitality ot‘ the inhabitants the same as ever, Ti| uuxe \. 
hut they had lost their Avoided gaietv in public, ami the Ti<- Li- 

. , .... " ‘ 1 , „ luiOibiut,. 

stranger might read m their countenances, as the recollec- 
tion of recent humiliations and misfortunes every now and 
then kept breaking in upon them, that they were still in 
sorrow for their fallen country: the victorious hostile 
cannon of Waterloo still sounded in their ears: their 
Emperor was a prisoner amongst the hideous rocks of St. 

Helena ; and many a Frenchman who had fought and hied 
for Fiance was now among d them, Legging lor a little 
support to prolong a life which would he forfeited on the 
parent soil. To add another luuullul to the cypress and 
wormwood already scattered amongst these polite colonists, 
they had just received orders from the court of Janeiro to 
put on deep mourning for six months, and half-mourning 
for as many more, on account uf the death of the ( jueen of 
Portugal. 

About a day’s journey in the interior is the celebrated 
national plantation. This spot was judiciously chosen, for 
ic is out of the reach of enemies’ cruisers. It is called I. a 
Gabriel le. No plantation in the western uorld can vie Phmjoitui 
with La Gabiielle. Its spices are of the choicest kind; its f; a i jr uib-. 
soil particularly favourable to them ; its arrangements 
beautiful; and its direeteur, ilonsieur Martin, a botanist 
of first-late abilities. This indefatigable naturali-t ranged 
through the Fast, under a royal commission, in quest of 
botanical knowledge ; and during his stay in the western 
regions has sent over to Europe from twenty to twenty- 
five thousand specimens, in botany and zoology. La 
Gabrielle is on a far-extending range of woody hills. 

Figure to yourself a hill in the diape of a bowl reversed, 
with the buildings on the top of it, and you will have an 
idea of the appearance of La Gabrielle. d uu approach the 
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liouse through a noble avenue, live hundred toises long, ut‘ 
the choicest tropical fruit-trees, planted with the greatest 
care and judgment ; and should you chance to stray through 
it, after sunset, when the clove-trees are in blossom, you 
would fancy yourself in the Lillian groves, or near the 
hanks of the Xile, where they were burning the finest in- 
cense as the Queen of Egypt passed. 

On La Gabrielle there are twenty-two thousand clove- 
trees in full bearing. They are planted thirty feet asunder- 
Their lower branches touch the ground. In general the 
trees are topped at five-and-twenty feet high ; though you 
will see some heie towering up above sixty. The black 
pepper, the cinnamon, and nutmeg are also in great abun- 
dance here, and very productive. 

While the granger views the spicy groves of La Gabrielle, 
and tastes the most delicious fruits which have been oriui- 
nully imported hither from all parts of the tropical world, 
he will thank the government which has supported, and 
admire the talents of the gentleman who lias raised to its 
present grandeur, this noble collection of useful fruits. 
There is a large nursery attached to La Gabrielle. where 
plants of all the different species are raised and distri- 
buted gratis to those colonists who wish to cultivate them. 

Not fir from the hanks of the river Ovapoe. to windward 
’ of Cayenne, is a mountain which contains an immense 
cavern. Ilere the Cock of the Lock is plentiful. He is 
about the size of a fantad pigeon, his colour a bright 
orange, and his wings and tail appear as though fringed ; 
his head is ornamented with a superb double-feathery crest, 
edged with purple. He passes the day amid gloomy damps 
and silence, and only La ues out for food u short time at 
sunrise and sunset. He is of the gallinaceous tribe. The 
South-Anieriean Spaniards cull him “ Gallo del 1 ’ 10 Negro/’ 
/Cock ot the 1 Hack Liver,; and suppose that he is only to 
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lie met with in the vicinity of that far-inland stream ; hut second 
he is common in tlie interior of Demerara, amongst the Jl>1 r->1 Y ' 
huge rocks in the forests of Macoushia : and he has been 
shot south of tlie line, in the captainship of Para. 

The bird called by Button Grand Gobe-moiiclte lias never 
been found in Dementia, although very common in Cayenne. 

He is not quite so large as the jackdaw, and is entirely 
black, except a large spot under the throat, which is a 
glossy purple. 

You may easily sail from Cayenne to the river Surinam 
in two days. Its capital, Paramaribo, is bandsomc, rich rnrmm- 
and populous: hitherto it has Wen considered by far the UJ 
finest town in Guiana; but probably the time is not far 
off when the capital of Deiueraru may claim the prize of 
superiority. You may enter a creek above Paramaribo, 
and travel through tlie interior of Surinam, till you come 
to the Nicari, which is close to the large river Coryntin. 

When you have passed this river, there is a good public 
road to Yew Amsterdam, the capital of Bernice. 

On viewing New Amsterdam, it will immediately strike 
you that something or other has intervened to prevent its 
arriving at that state of wealth and consequence for which 
its original plan shows it was once intended. What has 
caused this stop in its progress to tlie rank of a fine and 
populous city remains for those to find out who are inter- 
ested in it ; certain it is, that New Amsterdam has been 
languid for some years, and now the tide of commerce 
seems ebbing fast from the shores of Berbiee. 

Gay and blooming is the sister colony of Hemerara. D „,rra,n. 
Perhaps, kind reader, thou hast not forgot that it was from 
Stabroek, tlie capital of Demerara, that the adventurer s e t 
out, some years ago. to reach the Portuguese frontier fort, 
and collect the wourali-poison. It was not intended, when 
this second sally was planned in England, to have visited 
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m-minu Stabrock again by tlie route litre described. The plan was 
liave a.-cc-nded the Annamn li'om Para ami got into the 
liio Negro, and from tlieime to have returned towards the 
source of the Esse'piibu, in order to examine the crystal 
mountains, and look once more for Lake 1’aiima, or the 
"White Sea ; but on arriving at Cayenne, the current was 
running with sueli amazing rapidity to leeward, that a 
I’orlugue.-e sloop, which had been beating up towards 1’ara 
for four weeks, was then only half way. 1- hiding, therefore, 
that a beat to tin; Amazon-? would be long, tedious, and 
even uncertain, and an are that the sea-on for procuring 
birds in line plumage had already set in, I left Cayenne in 
an American ship lor Paramaribo, went through the in- 
terior to the Coryntin. stopped a few days in Xew Amstei- 
d.im, and proceeded to Demerara. If, gentle reader, thy 
patience he not already worn out, and thy eyes half closed 
in slumber, by perusing the dull adventures of this second 
sally, perhaps thou wilt pardon a line or two on Demerara ; 
and then we will retire to its forest-, to collect and examine 
the economy of its mo-t rare and beautiful birds, anil give 
the world a new mode of preserving them. 

,s >Stahi oek, the capital of Demerara. has been rapidly 
increasing for some rears back; and if prosperity go hand 
in hand ruth the pre-eiit enterprising spirit, Stabruek, ere 
long, will be of the first colonial consideration. It stands 
on the eastern lunk at the mouth of the 1 tomerara, and 
enjoys all the advantngi s of the refreshing sea-breeze ; the 
streets are spacious, well bricked, and elevated, the trenches 
clean, the bridge.-, excellent, and the houses handsome. 
Almost every commodity and luxury of London may he 
bought in the -hops at St ibrnek : its luaiket wants better 
regulations. The hotels are commodious, clean, and well 
attended. Demerara boasts as fine and well-disciplined 
militia as auv colony ill the Western world. 
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The court of justice, where, in times of old, the bandage suosd 
was easily removed from the eyes of the goddess, and her JulKNt:v - 
scales thrown out of equilibrium, now rise' in dignitv under o-nt 
the firmness, talents, and urbanity of Ur. President Pougli. 

The plantations have an appearance of high cultivation • Th? t <Un- 
a tolerable idea may be foimed of their value when you ' "' u ' 
know that last year 1 'emerara numbered seventy -two 
thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine slaves. They 
made above forty-four million pounds of sugar, near two 
million gallons of rum, above eleven million pounds of 
coffee, and three million eight hundred and nineteen 
thousand live hundred and twelve pounds of cotton : the 
receipt into the public chest was five hundred and fi fty- 
tliree thousand nine hundred and lifty-six guilders ; the 
public expenditure, lour hundred and lii'ty-one thousand 
six hundred and three guilders. 

Slavery can never be defended: he whose heart is not SLu-n-y. 
of iron can never wish to be able to defend it : while he 
heaves a sigh for the poor negro in captivity, he wishes 
from his soul that the traffic had been stifled in its birth > 
but, unfortunately, the governments of Kuropc nourished 
it, and now that they are exerting themselves to do away 
the evil, and ensure liberty to the sons of Africa, the situa- 
tion of the plantation slaves is depicted as truly deplorable, 
and their condition wretched. It is not so. A liriton’s 
heart, proverbially kind and generous, is not changed 
by climate, or its streams of compassion dried up by the 
scorching heat of a Pemerara sun ; he cheers his negroes 
in labour, comforts them in sickness, is kind to them in old 
age, and never forgets that they are his fellow-creatures. 

Instances of cruelty and depravity certainly occur here as 
well as all the world over; lmt the edicts of the colonial 
government are well calculated to prevent them; and the 
British planter, except here and there one, feels for the 
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second wrongs done to a poor ill-treated slave, and sliowg that his 
jorr.NET. ] ie;u .(- grieves for him by causing immediate redress, and 
preventing- a repetition. 

Long mav ye flourish, peaceful and liberal inhabitants of 
Pemerara ! Your doors are ever open to harbour the har- 
bourle-s ; your primes never shut to t lie wants of the 
distressed: many a ruined fugitive from the Oroonorjue 
will bier* your kindness to him in the hour of need, when 
tlying from the woes of civil di-cord, without food or 
raiment, lie begged for .shelter underneath your roof. The 
poor sufferer in Tiinidad, who lost his all in the devouring 
flames, will ri -member your charity to his latest moments. 
The traveller, a* he leave? your port, casts a longing, linger- 
ing look behind; your attention*, your hospitality, your 
plea-antry and mirth, aie uppermost in his thoughts : 
your prosperity is c-losc to Li* heait. Let us now, gentle 
reader, retire from the bu-y scene* of man, and journey oil 
toward* the wilds in quest of the feathered tribe. 

Leave behind you your high-seasoned dishes, your wines 
and your delicacies; carry nothing but what is necessary 
for your own comfort and the object in view, and depend 
upon the skill of an Indian, or j-nur own, for fish and game. 
A sheet, about twelve feet long, ten wide, painted, and with 
loop-holes on each *ide. will be of great service; in a few 
minutes you can suspend it betwixt two trees in the shape 
of a roof. Timer this, in your hammock, you may dely 
the pelting shower, and sleep ’needle.*.* of tlie dews of night. 
A hat, a shirt, and a light pair of ti ousers, will bo all tlie 
raiment you require. Cu-tom will soon teach you to tread 
lightly and barefoot on tlie little inequalities of the ground, 
and show you how to pas? on, uuwounded, amid the mantling 
brier*. 

Snakes in those wilds are certainly an annoyance, though 
perhaps more in imagination than reality ; for you must 
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recollect tliat the serpent is never the first to otfeml ; 
his poisonous fang was not given him for conquest : he 
never intiicts a wound with it but to defend existence. 
Provided you walk cautiously, and do not absolutely touch 
him, you may pass in safety close by him. As he is often 
coiled up on the ground, and amongst the branches of the 
trees above you, a degree of circumspection is necessary, 
lest you unwarily disturb him. 

Tigers are too few, and too apt to fly before the noble 
face of man, to require a moment of your attention. 

The bite of the most noxious of the insects, at the very 
worst, only causes a transient fever, with a degree of pain 
more or less. 

Birds in general, with few exceptions, are not common in 
the very remote parts of the forest. The sides of rivers, 
lakes, and creeks, the bordeis of savannas, the old abandoned 
habitations of Indians and woodcutters, seem to be their 
favourite haunts. 

Though least in size, the glittering mantle of the Humming- 
bird entitles it to the first place in the list of the birds of 
the new world. It may truly he called the Bird of Paradise ; 
and had it existed in the old world, it would have claimed 
the title instead of the bird which has now the honour to 
bear it . — see it darting through the air almost as quick as 
thought ! — now it is within a yard of your lace ! — in an 
instant gone 1 — now it flutters from flower to flower to sip 
the silver dew — it is now a ruby — now a topaz — now an 
emerald — nowall burnished gold ! It would be arrogant 
to pretend to describe this winged gem of nature after 
Ballons elegant desciiption of it. 

(.'a venue and Hemevara produce the same humming-birds. 
Perhaps you would wish to know something of their 
haunts. t 'hiefly in the months of .Julv and August the 
tree called Bois liiinmrld. very common in Demer.ira. beats 
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-r.i oxn nbuudauoe ot red blossom, which stays on tUe true some 
"uom-i. wee ] <g . then it is that most of the different species of 
humming-birds are very plentiful. The wild red suite is 
al?o their favourite shrub, and they buzz like bees round 
the blossom nt the wallaba-tree. Indeed, there is scarce a 
Hover m tire interior, or on the sr-a-coo st, but what receives 
frequent visits from one or other of the species. 

On entering the forests, on the rising laud iu the interior, 
the blue and green, the smallest brown, no bigger than the 
bumblebee, with two lung feather? in the tail, and the little 
forked-tail purple-throated humming-birds, glitter before 
you in evei -changing attitudes. One species alone never 
shows hi? beauty to the ?un : and were it not for his lovely 
?hining colours, you might almost be tempted to class him 
with the goatsuckers on account of Lis habits. He is the 
largo-t of all the humming-birds, and is all red and changing 
gold green, exe< pt the head, which is black. He has two 
long feather? in the tail, which cross each other, and these 
have g lined him the name of Karabimiti, or Ara humming- 
bird, from tin- Indians. You never find him on the 
sea-coast, or where the river is salt, or in the heart of the 
fme?t, unlc'S fresh water he there. He keeps close by the 
side of woody fresh-water rivers and dark and lonelv 
creeks. He haves his retreat before sunrise to feed on the 
insects over the water; he returns to it as soon as the sun's 
ruv? cause a glare of light, is sedentary all day long, and 
i nines out again for a short time after sunset. He builds 
hi? ne?i on a twig over the water in the unfrequented 
tricks; it looks like tanned row -leather. 

As you advance toward? the mountains of Itemerara. 
other .'periey of humming-birds present themselves before 
Aon. It seems to he an erroneous opinion that the Imin- 
ming-biid live? entirely on honey-dew. Almost every 
ilnwer of the tiopie.il climate contains inserts of one kind 
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or other ; now, the humming-bird is luost busy about the M - r0XT , 
flowers an hour or two after sunrise and after a shower of ' r "^ I i N,:v 
rain, and it is just at this time that the insects come out to 
the edge of the flower in order that the sun’s rays muv 
dry the nocturnal dew and rain which they have received. 

On opening the stomach of the humming-bird, dead insects 
are almost always found tlieie. 

is ext to the humming-birds, the Cotingas display the 77,. 
gayest plumage. They are of the order of l’usscies, and 
you number live species betwixt the sea-coa-t and the rock 
Naha. Perhaps the Scarlet Cotinga is the richest of the live, 
and is one of those, birds which are found in the deepest 
recesses of the forest. His crown is flaming red ; to this 
abruptly succeeds a daik shining brown, reaching half way 
down the back : the remainder of the back, the rump, and 
tail, the extremity of which is edged with black, are a 
lit ely red; the belly is a .somewhat lighter l-d: the bien-t 
reddish black; the wings brown. Tie In- no song, is soli- 
tary, and utters a monotonous whi-tle which sounds like 
" rpiet. ’ lie is fond of the seeds of the hitia-tree, and 
those of the siloabali and bastard-siloabali trees, which 
ripen in Heeemlier, and continue on the trees li,r above two 
months. He is found throughout the year in Demerarn ; 
still nothing is known ol Ins incubation. The Indians all 
agree in telling you that tliev have never seen Ids nest. 

° ' ' •> Tin' 

The Purple-breasted Cotinga has the throat and breast of p,,,' /, 
a deep purple, the wings and tail black, and all the rest of U. /.c./ 
the body a mo-u lovely shining Hue. 

The Purple-thru, ited Uotinga has Hack wings and tail, 
and every other part a light and glns-y blue, save the 
throat, width is puvjle. 

The Pompadour Uotinga i- entirely purple, except his '-t'h. r 
wings, whit It are w hite, their four lirst feathers tipped with /Ct '.i'r'i 
brown. The great covert s of the wing- are stiff, narrow. 
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and pointed, being shaped quite different from those of any 
other bird. When you are betwixt this bird and the sun 
in his flight, he appears uncommonly brilliant. He makes 
a hoarse noise, which sounds like '■ Wallababa."’ Hence 
his name amongst the Indians. 

None of these three cotingas have a song. They feed on 
the hitia, siloabali, and hastard-siloabali seeds, the wild 
guava, the fig, and other fruit trees of the forest. They 
are easily shot in these trees during the months of Decem- 
ber, January, and part of February. The greater part of 
them disappear after this, and probably retire far away to 
breed. Their nests have never been found in Demerara. 

The filth species is the celebrated Campanero of the 
Spaniards, called Dara by the Indians, and Belt-bird by the 
English. He is about the size of the jay. His plumage is 
white as snow. On his forehead rises a spiral tube nearly 
three inches long. It is jet black, dotted all over with 
small white feathers. It lias a communication with the 
palate, and when tilled with air, looks like a spire ; when 
empty, it becomes pendulous. His note is loud and clear, 
like the sound of a hell, and may be heard at the distance 
of three miles. In the mid-t of these extensive wilds 
generally on the dried top of an aged niora, almost out 
of gun reach, you will see the campanero, Xo sound or 
song from any of the winged inhabitants of the forest, not 
even the clearly pronounced “ Whip-poor-Will,'’ from the 
goatsucker, cause such astonishment as the toll of the 
campanero. 

W ith many of the feathered race, he pays the common 
tribute of a morning and an evening song; and even when 
the meridian sun has shut in silence the mouths of almost 
the whole of animated nature, the campanero still cheers 
the forest. Ton hear his toll, and then a pause for a 
minute, thmi another toll, and then a pause again, and 



WAXDERTXGS I\ S<’UTH AMERICA. 


then a toll, and again a pause. Then lie is silent for six or 
eight minutes, and then another toll, and so on. Actenn 
would stop in mid cliace, Maria would defer her evening 
sung, and Orpheus himself would drop his lute to listen to 
him, so sweet, so novel, and romantic is the toll of the 
pretty snow-white campanero. He is never seen to feed 
with tlie other cotingas. nor is it known in what part of 
Guiana he makes his nest. 

While the cotingas attract your attention by their 
superior plumage, the singular form of the Toucan makes 
a lasting impression on your memory. There are three 
species of toucans in Demerara, and three diminutives, 
which may he called Toucanets. The largest of the first 
species frequents the mangrove-trees on the sea-coast. He 
is never seen in the interior till you reach Slacoushia, 
■where he is found in the neighbourhood of the river 
Tacatou. The other two species are very common. They 
feed entirely on the fruits of the forest, and though of the 
pie kind, never kill the young of other birds or touch 
carrion. The larger is called Itouradi by the Indians, 
(which means Xose,) the other, Scirou. They seem partial 
to each other’s company, and often resort to the same feed- 
ing tree, and retire together to the same shady noon-day 
retreat. They are very noisy in rainy weather at all hours 
of the day, and in fair weather, at morn and eve. The 
sound which the bouradi makes is like the clear yelping of 
a puppy dog, and you fancy he says “ Tia-po-o-eo,” and thus 
the South American Spaniards call him Tiapceo. 

All the toucanets feed on the same trees on which the 
toucan feeds, and every species of this family of enormous 
bill, lays its eggs in the hollow trees. They are social, but 
not giegarious. You may sometimes see eight or ten in 
company, and from tin- you would suppose they are gre- 
gaiious ; hut, upon a ■ lo-er examination, you will find it 
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lias only been a dinner party, which breaks up ami dis- 
perses toward*. roosiin.g-time. 

You will He at a loss to conjecture for wu.vc ends nature 
has overloaded the head oi this bird with such an c-nor- 
mou- hill. It cannot he foi the offeushe, u s it 1ms no need 
to wa.ee war with any of the till >es ot animated nature; 
for its food i- fruit and seeds, and those are in superabun- 
dance throughout the whole year in the ligioiis where the 
toucan is found. It can hardly he for the defensive, as the 
toucan i- preyed upon hy no bird in South America, and 
were it obliged to he ac war, the texture oi the bill is ill 
adapted to give or receive blows, as you will see in dissect- 
ing it. It cannot V tbr any paitiailar piotection to the 
tongue, as the tongue is a periect feather. 

The flight of the toucan i- hy jerks ; in the action of 
Hying it seems incommoded hy this hiij-o disproportioned 
leature, and the la-ad somim as if bowed down to the earth 
hy it against its will : if the extraordinary form and size of 
the bill expose the toucan to ridicule, its colours make it 
-j amends. "Were a specimen of each specie-* of the toucan 
pre-onted to you, you would pronounce the bill of the 
bouradi the mow rich and beautiful ; on the ridge of the 
upper mandible a broad stiipe of most lovely yellow ex- 
tends from the la-ad to the point ; a stripe of the same 
breadth, though >omewliat deeper yellow, falls from it at 
right angles next the head down to the edge of the man- 
dible ; then follows a black -tiipe, half as broad, falling at 
light angles from (he ridgm and running narrower along the 
edge to within half an inch of the point. The rest of the 
inaudible i- a deep bright led. The louvr mandible ha-> no 
yellow : it- black and red are distributed in the same 
manner as on the U]»per one, with this dilfereiice, that 
there is black about au inch from the point. The strive 
Corresponding tu the deep yellow stripe or the upper 
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mandible is sky blue. It is worthy of remark that all s-m.-om. 
these brilliant colours of the bill are to be ibuinl in the lljU; * 1A - 
plumage of the body, and the bare skin round the eye. 

All these colours, except the blue, are inherent in the 
horn ; that part which appears blue is in reality transpar- 
ent white, and receives its colour from a thin piece of blue 
skin inside. This superb bill fades in death, and in three 
or four days’ time has quite lost its oiigiual colours. 

Till within these few years, no idea of the true colouis 
of the bill could be formed from the stuffed toucans hi ought 
to Europe. About eight yeais ago, while eating a boiled 
toucan, the thought struck me that the colours in the bill 
of a preserved specimen might be kept as bright as those 
in life. A series of experiments proved this beyond a /v-sov, - 
doubt. If you take your penknife and cut away the roof '“■{■."{-tli. 
of the upper mandible, you will find that the space betwixt 
it and the outer shell contains a Luge collection of veins, 
and small osseous fibres running in all directions through 
the whole extent of the bill, blear away all these with 
your knife, and you will come to a substance more Jinn 
than skin, but of not so strong a texture as the horn itself: 
cut this away also, and behind it is discovered a thin and 
tender membrane ; yellow, where ii has touched the yel- 
low part of the horn; blue, where it has tom-lied the red 
part, and black towards the edge and point: when dried, 
this thin and tender membrane becomes nearly black ; as 
soon as it is cut away, nothing remains but the outer horn, 
red and yellow, and now become transparent; the under 
mandible must undergo the same operation. ('>n at care 
must be taken, and tile knife used very cautiously when 
you are cutting through the dilfereiit parts close to where 
the bill joins on to the bead; if you cut awav too much, 
tlm bill drops oil'; if you press too bard, the knife comes 
through the horn ; if you leave too great a portion of the 
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-r, ..xi> membrane, it appears through tin* horn, and by becoming 
Tl " l!N1 ' Y - black when dried, makes the horn appear black also. and 
lias a bad effect : judgment, caution, skill, and practice, 
will ensure success. 

You have now cleared the bill of all those bodies which 
are the cause ut its apparent fading ; for, as has been said 
before, these bodies dry in death, and become quite dis- 
coloured, and appear so through the horn ; and reviewing 
the bill in this state, von conclude that its funner bright 
colours are lost. 

Something still remains to be done. You have ren- 
dered the bill transparent by the operation, and that 
transparency must be done away to make it appear per- 
fectly natural. Pound some clean chalk, and give it 
enough water till it be of the consistency of tar; add a 
proportion of gum-arabic to make it adhesive; then take a 
camel-hair brush, and give the inside of both mandibles a 
coat; apply a second when the first Y dry, then another, 
ami a fourth to finish all. The gum-arabic will prevent 
the chalk from cracking and falling off. If you remember, 
there is a little space of transparent white in the lower 
mandible, which originally appeared blue, but which be- 
came transparent white a-* soon as the thin piece of blue 
.-kin was cut away; this must be painted blue inside. 
\\ hen all thY is completed, the bill will please you ; it 
will appear in its original colours. Probably your own 
abilities will suggest a cleverer mode of operating than 
tlie one here described. A small gouge would assist the 
penknife, and render the operation less difficult. 
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Tin.- Houtuu. — Curious habit uf trimming tlie tail and frathors— it" habit". 
— The Guianan Jay. — The Bog] ora. — .slight attai hmuntot the fi-atla-i". 
— Tin; Cilia. — Tin e-bird". — CassiijUes — tliur habit of moikerw- - 
Pendulous nests. — Gregarious nesting uT dilk-p lit "pm ins. — Wood- 
peckers of America anil England. — Ivuigli-hn -. — Jacamars and tin lr 
Hy-catchiug habits. — Tioupiales and tliur songs. — Tangaras. — Mani- 
kins. — Tiger-lards. — Vaivar.n lii. — Ant Tliru-liC". — Parrot of tin- Sun. 
— Aim-, or Macaws. — Bitterns. — Kgi-t, Herons, etc. — Goatsin keis. - 
W hip-poor- TV ill. — Superstition". — Tinaiiiou". — l’ovis and Maioudi — 
Horned .Seieiuner. — Trumpeter. — King Vulture. — Aniline,!. — Ihuigei .- 
of tiavi-1. — nnartcin ague. 

The Houtuu ranks high in beauty amongst the birds of 
Demerara — his whole body is green, with a bluish east in 
the wings and tail; lri.s crown, which lie erects at pleasure, 
consists of black in the centre, surrounded with lovely blue 
of two different shades : he has a tiiangular black spot, 
edged with blue, behind the eye extending to the ear; and 
on his breast a sable tuft, consisting of nine feathers edged 
also with blue. This bird seems to suppose that its beauty 
can be increased by trimming the tail, which undergoes the 
same operation as our hair in a barber's shop, only with 
this difference, that it uses its own beak, which is serrated, 
in lieu of a pair of scissors ; as soon as his tail is full 
grown, lie begins about an inch from tile extremity of the 
two longest feathers in it, and cuts away the web mi both 
."ides of tire shaft, making a gap about air inch Imig: both 
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male and female Adonise their tails in this manner, which 
gives them a remarkable appearance amongst all other birds. 
“While we consider the tail of the houtuu blemished and 
defective, were he to come amongst ns, he would probably 
consider our heads, cropped and bald, in no better light, 
lie who wishes to observe this handsome bird in his native 
haunts, must be in the forest at the morning’s dawn. The 
houtou shuns the society of man : the plantations and 
cultivated parts are too much disturbed to engage it to 
settle there ; the thick and gloomy forests are the places 
preferred by the solitary houtou. In those far-extending 
wilds, about daybreak, you hear him articulate, in a dis- 
tinct and mournful tone, “ Houtou, houtou.” Hove cautious 
on to where the sound proceeds from, and you will see him 
sitting in the underwood, about a couple of yards from the 
ground, his tail moving up and down every time lie articu- 
lates “ houtou.” lie lives oil insects and the berries amongst 
the underwood, and very rarely is seen in the lofty trees, 
except the bastard-siluabali tree, the fruit of which is grate- 
ful to him. He makes no nest, but rears liis young in a 
hole in the sand, generally on the side of a hill. 

'While in quest of the houtou, you will now and then 
'■ f fall in with the Jay of Guiana, called by the Indians 
Ibibirou. Its forehead is black, the rest of the bead white ; 
the throat and breast like tlie English magpie : about an 
inch of the extremity of the tail is white, the other part of 
it, together with the back and wings, a greyish changing 
purple : the belly is white : there arc generally six or eight 
of them in company; they are shy and garrulous, and tarry 
a very short time in one place ; they are never seen in the 
cultivated parts. 

Through the whole extent of the forest, chiefly from 
sunrise till nine o’clock in the morning, you hear a sound 
of " Wow, wow, wow, wow.” This is the bird called Boclora 
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by the Indian?. It is smaller than the common pigeon, and 
seems, in some measure, to partake of its nature : its head 
and breast are blue ; the back and rump somewhat resemble 
the colour on the peacock's neck ; its belly is a bright 3 - el- 
low ; the legs are so very short that it always appears as if 
sitting on the branch ; it is as ill-adapted for walking as the 
swallow ; its neck, for above an inch all round, is quite bare 
of leathers, hut this deficiency is not seen, for it always sits 
with its head drawn in upon its shoulders : it sometimes 
feeds with the cotingas on the guava and liitia trees ; but 
its chief nutriment seems to be insects, and, like most birds 
which follow this prey, its chaps are well armed with 
bristles : it is found in Demeiara at all times of the year, 
and makes a nest resembling that of the stock-dove. This 
biul never takes long flights, and when it crosses a river or 
creek it goes by long jerks. 

The hoclnra is very unsuspicious, appearing quite heed- 
less of danger : the report of a gun within twenty yards 
will not cause it to leave the branch on which it is sitting, 
and you may often approach it so near as almost to touch 
it with the end of your how. Perhaps there is no bird 
known whose featheis are so slightly fixed tu the skin as 
those of the boclora After shooting it, if it touch a branch 
iii its descent, or if it drop on hard ground, whole heaps of 
leathers fall off; on this account it is extremely hard to 
procure a specimen for preservation. As soon as the skin 
is dry in the preserved specimen, the leathers become as 
well fixed as those in any other bird. 

Another species larger than the boclora. attracts much 
of your notice in these wilds; it is called Cnia by the 
Indians, from the sound of its voice; its habits are the 
same as those of the boclora, but its colours different ; its 
head, breast, hack, and rump, are a shining, changing green : 
its tail not quite so bright; a black bar runs across the 
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tail towards the extremity, and the outside leathers aie 
partly white, us in the hoelora ; its belly is entiiely \ei- 
lnilion, a bur of white separating it from the green on the 
1 ireast. 

There are diminutives of both these birds; they have 
the same habits, with a somewhat different plumage, and 
about half the size. Arrayed from head to tail in a rohe 
of richest, sable hue, the bird called Rice-bird loves spots 
cultivated by the hand of man. The woodcutters house 
on the hills in the interim, and the planter's habitation on 
the sea-coast, equally attract this songless species of the 
order of pie, provided the Indian corn he ripe there. He 
is nearly of the jackdaw's size, and makes his nest far 
away from the haunts of man ; he may truly be called a 
blackbird: independent of his plumage, his beak, inside 
and out, his leys, his toes, and claws are jet black. 

Mankind, by clearing the ground, and sowing a variety 
of seeds, induces many kinds of birds to leave their native 
haunts and come and settle near him ; their little depre- 
dations on his seeds and fruits prove that it is the propeity, 
and not the proprietor, which lias the attractions. 

One bird, however, in Demerara is not actuated bysellish 
' motives: this is the Caseique ; in size, he is larger than the 
starling : he courts the society of man, but disdains to live 
by his labours. ’When nature calls for support, he repairs 
to the neighbouring forest, and there partakes of the store 
of fruits and seeds which die has produced in abundance 
foi her aerial tubes. ’When his repast is over, he returns 
to man. and pays the little tribute which he owes him for his 
pmtoetion ; he takes his stat ion oil a tn e close to his house : 
and there lbr hours together, pours forth a succession of 
imitative notes. Hi- own -ong is sweet, hut veiy short. 
It a tone, in be yelpiiu in the neighbourhood he drops it, 
and imitate' him. Th ai In will amuse his prole tor with 
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the ciies oi' the different species of the woodpecker ; and 
when the sheep Lleat, he will distinctly answer them. 
Then comes his own song again ; and if a puppy-doe', or a 
Guinea-fowl interrupt him, he takes them off admirably, 
and by his diiierent gestures during the time, you would 
conclude that he enjoys the sport. 

The cassiigtie is gregarious, and imitates any sound he 
hears with such exactness, that he goes by no other name 
than that of Mocking-bird amongst the colonists. 

At breeding time, a number of these pretty choristers 
resort to a tree near the planter's house, and from its out- 
side branches weave their pendulous nests. So conscious 
do they seem that they never give offence, and so little 
suspicious are they of receiving any injury from man, that 
they will choose a tree within forty yards from his house, 
and occupy the branches so low down, that lie may peep 
into the nests. A tree in AVararilla deck a 1 lords a proof 
of this. 

The proportions of the ca<siipte are so line, that lie limy 
be said to be a model of symmetry in ornithology. On 
each wing lie has a bright yellow spot, and his rump, belly, 
and half the tail, are of the same colour. All the rest of 
the body is black. J I is beak is the colour of sulphur, but 
it fades in death, and requires the same operation as the 
bill of the toucan to make it keep its colours. Up the 
rivers, in the interior, there is another cacique, nearly the 
same size, and of the same habits, though not gifted with 
its powers of imitation. Except in breeding time you will 
see hundreds of them retiring to roo-t. amongst the nioca- 
limca-trees and low shrubs on the banks of the Dementia, 
after you pass the first island. They tire not common on 
the sea-coast. The rump of this ea-sique is a. limning scar- 
let. All the rest of the body is a rich glossy black. 11 is 
bill is sulphur colour. You may often s,-.,. numbers of this 
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species weaving their pendulous nests on one side of a tree, 
while numbers of the other species are busy in forming 
theirs on the opposite side of the same tree. Though such 
near neighbours, the females are never observed to kick up 
a row, or come to blows ! 

Another species of cas-hpie, as large as a crow, is very 
common in tire plantations. In the morning, he generally 
repair* to a large tree, and there, with his tail spread over 
his back, and shaking his lowered wings, lie produces notes, 
which though they cannot be said to amount to a song, still 
have something very sweet and pleasing in them. He 
makes Ins nest in the same form as the other casshpies. 
It is above four feet long: and when you pass under the 
tree, "which often contains fifty or sixty of them, you can- 
not help stopping to admit o them as they wave to and fro, 
the spurt of every storm and breeze. The rump is chest- 
nut ; ten feather-- of the tail are a fine yellow, the remaining 
two, "which are the middle ones, are black, and an inch 
-borter than the others. lies bill is sulphur colour; all 
the lest of the body black, with here and there shades of 
brown. He has five or six long nanow black feathers on 
the back of hi* head, which he erects at pleasure. 

fhcre is one more species of cassigue in Demerara, 
which always prefers the forests to the cultivated parts. 
His economy i- the same as that of the other casshpies. 
He is rather -mailer than the last desciibcd bird. His 
body i- greeni-li. and bis tail and rump paler than those of 
the former. Half of his beak is red. 

\ an would not be long in the forests of Hemeiara with- 
out noticing the Woodpeckers. You meet with them feed- 
ing at all la mi- oi the day. Well may they do so. "Were 
they to follow the example of most of the other biuls, and 
only feed in the morning and evening, they would he often 
on -hurt allowance, lor they sometimes have to labour 
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three or four hours at the tree before they get to their food. >L , umj 
The sound which the largest kind makes in hammering J,j cicsm 
against the hark of the tree, is so loud, that you would 
never suppose it to proceed from the efforts of a bird. You 
would take it to be the woodman, with his axe, trying by a 
sturdy blow, often repeated, whether the tree were sound or 
not. There are fourteen species here ; the largest the size 
of a magpie, the smallest no bigger than the wren. They 
are all beautiful ; and the greater part of them have their 
heads ornamented with a tine crest, movable at pleasure. 

It is said, if you once give a clog a bad name, whether 
innocent or guilty, he never loses it. It sticks close to 
him wherever lie goes. He has many a kick and many 
a blow to bear on account of it; and there is nobody to 
stand up for him. The woodpecker is little better off. 

The proprietors of woods, in Europe, have long accused 
him of injuring their timber, l>v boring Imles in it, and 
letting in the water, vhicli soon rots it. The colonists in 
America have the same complaint against him. Had lie 
the power of speech, which Ovid's birds possessed in davs 
of yore, he could soon make a defence. “ Mighty lord of 
the woods,” he would say to man, “ why do you wrongfully 
accuse me ' why do you hunt mo up and down to death 
for au imaginary ollence . 1 have never spoiled a leaf of 

your property, much less your wood. Your merciless shot 
strikes me, at the very time I am doing you a service. 

Hut your shortsightedness v ill not let you see it. or your 
pride is above examining closely the actions of so insignifi- 
cant a little bird as I am. If there be that spark of feeling 
in your breast which they say man possesses, or ought to 
possess, above all other animals, do a poor injured creature 
a little kindness, and watch me in your woods only for one 
day. I never wound your healthy trees. I should perish 
for want in the attempt. The sound hark would ea-Mv 
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fL ,.„xD resist the force of mv lull : and weie 1 even to pierce 

" t-KM. Y. tlncmgli it, there would he nothing inside that 1 could 
fancy, or my stomach digest. I often vi-it them, it is 
true, hut a knock or two convinces me that I must go else- 
where for support ; and were you to listen attentively to 
the sound which my hill causes, you would know whether 
1 am upon a healthy or an unhealthy tree. Wood and 
baik are not my food. I live entirely upon the insects 
which have already formed a lodgement in the distempered 
tree. When the sound informs me that my prey is there, 

I labour lor hours together till I get at it ; and by consum- 
ing it, for my own suppoit, I prevent its further depreda- 
tions in that part. Thus I discover for you your hidden 
and unsuspected foe, which has been devouring your wood 
in such seciecy, that you hail not the least suspicion it was 
there. The hole which I make in order to get at the per- 
nicious vermin will he seen by you as you pass under the 
tree. I leave it as a signal to tell you that your tree has 
already stood too long. It is past its prime. Millions of 
insects, engendered by disease. are preying upon its vitals. 
Kre long it will fall a log in useless ruins. Warned by 
this losy. cut down the rest in time, and spare, O spare the 
unoffending woodpecker 1” 

77- In the rivers, and different crocks, you number six 

species of the Kingfisher. They make their nest in a hole 
in tin? sand on the side of the hank. As there is always 
plenty of foliage to protect them from the heat of the sun, 
they tied at all hours of the day. Though their plumage 
is prettily vaii-d. still it falls far short of the brilliancy dis- 
played by the English kingfisher. This little native of 
1 hitain would outweigh them altogether in the scale of 
beauty. 

77. A bird called -Tueamnr is often taken for a king-fisher, 
J '“" but it has no relationship to that tribe ; it fieipu ntlv sits in 
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the trees over the water, and as its Leak hears some resem- 
blance to that of the kingfisher, this may probably account 
for its being taken for one ; it feeds entirely upon insects ; 
it sits on a branch in motionless expectation, and as soon 
as a fly, butterfly, or moth passes by, it darts at it, and re- 
turns to the branch it had just left. It seems an indolent, 
sedentary bird, shunning the society of all others in the 
forest. It never visits the plantations, but is found at all 
times of the year in the woods. There are four species of 
jacamar in Demerara; they are all beautiful ; the largest, 
rich and superb in the extreme. Its plumage is of so tine 
a changing blue and golden green, that it may be ranked 
with the choicest of the humming-bird-?. Nature lias de- 
nied it a song, but given a costly garment in lieu of it. 
The smallest species of jacamar is very common in the dry 
savannas. The second size, all golden given on the back, 
must be looked for in the wailabu finest. The third is 
found throughout the whole extent of tlwse wild- ; and the 
fourth, which is the largest, frequents the interior, wheie 
you begin to perceive stones in the ground. 

"When you have penetrated far into Alaeoushia, you bear 
the pretty songster called Troupiale pour fonh a variety 1 
of sweet and plaintive notes. This is the bird wLhli th * 
Portuguese call the Nightingale of Guiana ; its piedominuit 
colours are ticli orange and shining black, airayed to great 
advantage; liis delicate and well- shaped frame seems un- 
able to bear captivity. 'The Indians sometimes bring down 
troupiales to tftabroek, but in a few months they languish 
and die in a cage. They soon become very familiar ; and 
if you allow them the liberty of the house. they live longer 
than in a cage, and appear in better spiiit-: but, when 
you least expect it, they drop down and die m epih-psv. 

Smaller in size, and of colour not so rich and somewhat 
differently arranged, another species of troupiale sings 7 
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, LC ,,>- L , melodiously in Jjem.-ruivt. Tlie woodcutter is particularly 
■; j; !V0U1 (,, ( py Liiu ; for while the lieu is silting on her nest, 

liuilt in tlie ro.f of rise woodcutter's house, lie lilies for 
Lours together close by : lie pieiets tire forests to tlie 
cultivated pairs. 

T’n.nl You would Dot gl’luLc to atop for 11 feV lllillUt'.S. .13 Voll 
Tm'fiSi . tire walking in tlie plantation?, to observe a llii’.d species 
of trcuiii. le: Lis win us, te;l and throat are black, all tlie 
i-'t of tin- Lody A a biALt yellow. There is something 
very sweet and plaintive in LA song, though much shorter 
than that of tlie tronpialo in the interior, 

V-n'itli _ A fourth species goes in docks from place to place in the 
'/Y.ie^i.ov. < ultivated pints at the time tlie Indian corn is ripe; lie is 
all black, except the head and throat, which are yellow ; his 
attempt at song is not worth attending to. 

Tmi'irii Wherever there is a wild fig-tree ripe, a numerous 
species of birds, called Tangara, A sure to he on it. There 
are eighteen beautiful species here. Their plumage is 
very lieli and diver-dlied ; some of them boa-t six separate 
colours : other' have the blue, pmple, green, and black so 
kindly blended into each other, that it would be impossible 
to maik their boundaries : while others again exhibit them 
strong, di-tinet, nnJ aLiuit: many of these tangaras Lave 
a line song. They seem to partake much of the nature of 
our limn N, spairou.s, and finches. borne of them are 
find of tlie plantations; others are never . scat there, pre- 
ferring the Wild seed-, oi the fore-l to the choicest fruits 
planted hv th“ liaiid of man. 

.1 'nni.:,i On th" same tig-tr. to whAL they repai. a. id ohen 

accidentally lip and down tlie forest, you fall in with four 
spei ios of Manikin. The largest is white and black, with 
tlie leathers on the tin oat remarkably long: tlie next in 
svo js half red and half black: the third, black, with a 
white crown: the fourth, black, with a golden crown, and 
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red feathers at the knee. The half red and half Llaek 
species is the scarcest. There is a creek in the Denierara 
called Camouni. About ten minutes from the mouth, you 
see a common-sized fig-tree on your right hand, as you 
ascend, hanging over water ; it hears a very small fin twice 
a year. When its fruit is ripe, this manikin is on the tree 
from morn till eve. 

On all the ripe fig-trees in the forest yon see the lard 
called the small Tigei-hirJ. Like some of our hellos and 
dandies, it lias a gaudy ve-t to veil an ill-shaped body : the 
throat, and part of the head, are a bright red ; the breast 
and belly have black spots on a yellow ground; the wings 
are a dark green, black, and white; and the rump and 
tail black and green. Like the manikin, it has no song : 
it depends solely upon a showy garment for admiration. 

Devoid, too, of song, and in a still superber garb, the 
Yawaraeiri comes to feed on the same tree. It lias a bar 
like black velvet from the eyes to the Leak ; its legs are 
yellow; its throat, wings, ami tail black ; all the rod of the 
body a charming blue. Chiefly in the dry savannas, and 
here and there accidentally in the lured. you see a soiiglesi 
yawaraeiri still lovelier than the last: his crown is whitish 
blue, arrayed like a coat of mail : his tail is black, his wings 
black and yellow; legs red ; and the whole body a glo-sy 
blue. Whilst roving through the forest, ever and anon 
you see individuals of the wien species, lm-y amongst the 
Jallen leaves, or seeking insects nt the roots of the trees. 

Here, too, you find six or seven species of small birds, 
whose backs appear to be ovoi loaded with silky plumage. 
One of these, with a chestnut I avast, smoke-coloured bade, 
red tail, white feathers like horns on Ids head, and while 
narrow-pointed feather under the jaw, feeds entirely upon 
ants. When a ned of large, light, brown ants emigrates, 
one following the other in meandering lines abuse a mile 
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lung, you see this biid watching them, and every now and 
then picking them up. When they disappear lie is seen no 
move : perhaps this is the only kind of ant he is fond of ; 
when these auis are staring, you are sure to find him near 
them. Yuli cannot veil mistake the ant after you have 
once been in its company, for its sting is very severe, and 
you can li.ndly shoot the bird, and pick it up, without 
having live or six upon you. 

Parrots an.l Pare puts are very numerous here, and of 
many different kills. You will know when they are near 
you in the forest, not only by the noise they make, but also 
by the fruits and seeds which they let fall while they are 
feeding, 

The Hia-hia Parrot, called in England the Parrot of the 
Sun. is very remarkable : he can erect at pleasure a fine 
imitated circle of tartan feathers quite round the hack of 
hi-, head from jaw to jaw. The fore-part of his head is 
white; hh hack, tail, and wings, green; and his breast and 
belly taitan. 

.Superior in size and beauty to every parrot of South 
Ame-iieu. the At a will force you hi take your eyes from the 
rest of animated nature, and gaze at him : his commanding 
stic-ngth. the flaming scarlet of his body, the lovely variety 
of red, yellow, blue, and green in liis wings, the extraordinary 
length of his scarlet and blue tail, seem till to join and de- 
mand lor him the title of “ emperor of all the parrots.” lie 
i- sra'vn in 1 leiru-rara till you reach the confines of the 
Maooudd ccumtiy ; there lie is in vast abundance; he 
mostly ieeds on tiees of the palm species. When the enu- 
i out iie-tn es have ripe ft u it on them, they are covered with 
this magnificent pain it : lie is not shy or wary; you may 
take your blow-pipe and quiver of poisoned arrows, and kill 
more than you are able to carry hack to your but. Thov 
me vei v vociferous, and, like the common parrots, rise up 
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in bodies towards sunset, and fly two and two to their 
place of vest. It is a grand sight in ornithology to see 
thousands of aras flying over your head, low enough to let 
you have a full view of their flaming mantle. The Indians 
find their flesh very good, and the feathers serve for 
ornaments in their head-dresses. They bleed in the holes 
of trees, are easily reared and tamed, and learn to speak 
pretty distinctly. 

Another species frequents the low lands of Th-merara. 
He is nearly the size of the seat let nru, but much inferior 
in plumage. Blue and yellow are his predominant colours. 

Along the creeks and riversides, and in the wet savannas, 
six species of the Bittern will engage your attention. They 
are all handsome. The smallest not so large as the English 
water-hen. 

In the savannas, too, you will sometimes surprise the 
snow-white Egretle, wlio.se hack h adorned with the plumes 
from which it takes its name. Here too the spur-winged 
"Water-hen, the blue and green "Water-hen, and two other 
species of ordinary plumage, are found. While in quest 
of these, the Blue Ileron, the large and small Brown 
Heron, the Boat-hill, and Muscovy Black, now and then 
rise up before yon. 

When the sun has sunk in the western woods, no longer 
agitated by the breeze ; when you can only see a strangler 
or two of the feathered tiihe hastening to join its mate, 
already at its roosting-place. then it is that the Goatsucker 
comes out of the forest, where it has sat nil day long in 
slumheiing case, unmindful of the gay and hu-y scenes 
around it. Its eyes are too delicately formed to hear the 
light, and thus it is forced to shun the flaming face of dav, 
and wait in patience till night invites him to partake of the 
pleasures her dusky presence brings. 

The harmless, unolfeiiding goatsucker, from the timo of 
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,-lcovi) Ari-tutle down to the present day, lias been in di-grace with 
ju rr-yr. Y. m;m _ p a ther Las Landed down t< > son, and author to author 
that this nocturnal thief -ub.L-ts by milking the Locks. 
Poor injured little hind of night, how sadly hast thou 
suftin d, and how foul a stain has inattention to facts put 
upon thv character Thou hast never robbed man of any 
pait of his property, nor deprived the kid of a drop of 
milk. 

When the moon .shines bright, you may have a fair 
opportunity of examining the goatsucker. You will see it 
close bv the cows, goats, and sheep, jumping up every now 
and then, under their bellies. Approach a little nearer, — 
he is not shy. lie fears no danger, for he knows no sin.” 
See how the nocturnal Lies are tormenting the herd, and 
with what dexterity he springs up and catches them, as fast 
as they alight on the belly, leg-, and udder of the animals, 
ob-ei vc how ipiiet they stand, and how sensible they seem 
of lii- good office-*, for they neither strike at him, nor hit 
linn vith their tail, nor tu-ad on him. nor tiv to drive him 
away as an uncivil intruder. Wore you to dissect him, 
and in-pret hi* stomach, \ou Mould find no milk there. It 
i- lull of the Lie- -which have been ainaning the herd. 

T. : " The prettily mottled plumage of the goatsucker, like that 
J of the owl, wain- the lu-tre which is ol.-erved in the 

f-.i'la-rs of the birds of day. This at once marks him as 
a ]o\ . i of th- ] ale moon's ni-htly beams. There are nine 
y> - here. Tile iaigc-t appeals nearly the -i/e of the 
llngli-h wood-owl. Its cry is so remark able, that having 
once he. ml it \ou will never loig. t it. When night reigns 
over these immeasui able wild-, w hil.-t lying in vour ham- 
iw < k. ion will bear tliis goatsucker lamenting like one in 
(hip di-tr—s. .V stranger would never conceive it to be 
Ibe eiy ot a bird. He would say it was the depaiting 
veil e of a midnight-murdeied x i< t ini, or the last wailing of 
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Niobe for her i oor clnl Iron, before she v.as turned into ?r.c >xi> 
stone. Siivii.ose vourself in hopeless sorrow, begin Avitli a J|, T Ry ^ 
loud note, ceil'd pronounce, "ha, ha, La, La, lie, La, La, 
oaeli note lower an 1 lower, till tLe last is scarcely lieard, 
pausing a moment ot two betwixt every note, and you will 
have some idea of the moaning of the largest goatsucker in 
Demorara. 

Lour other specie? of the goatsucker articulate some 
words so distinctly, that they Lave received their names 
from the sentence-' they utter, and absolutely bewilder the 
stranger on his arrival in t'm-.-e parts. The most common 
one sits down close by your dour, and Hies and alights three 
or four yaicls before you, as ton walk along the road, cry- 
ing, Who-are-you, who-who-wlio-are-ye>u ' " Another bids 
you, “ AVork-away, work-work- v, ork-a\vey. ’ A third cries, 
mournfully, “ Willy-eome-go. TVillyAYillyAYilly-come 
go.” And high up in the eounhy. a fourth tells you to 
“ YYhip-poor-Will. Yfiiip-v hip-whip-poorAVill.” 

You will never persuade the negro to de-Troy those birds 
or get the Indian to let lly his mow at them. They are 
birds of omen and reverential (head, dumbo, the demon 
of Africa, has them under his command ; and they equally 
obey the Yabalmu, nr Dcmcram Indian devil. They are 
the receptacles for departed '»nb, who cuiuc back again to 
earth, unable to rest for eiimcu dine in their days of nature ; 
or they ate expressly sent by Jumbo, or Yabahoti, to haunt 
cruel and haid-heaUed m,.-t‘ -i-. and retaliate injuries re- 
ceived from them. If the 1 nm-st goatsucker clmnre to 
cry near the white man's door, suirow and grief will 
he inside-; and they expe-et to see the master waste awav 
with a slow consuming .sicklier. If it lie heard close to 
the negro's or Indian's hut, from that nijit misfortune sits 
brooding over it; and they await the event in teiiible 
suspense. 



V.'AXUURIXGS IX SOUTH AH ERICA. 


gr.cf 

JuUK. 


A sec 


»' D You will forgive the pool- Iudian of Guiana for this. 

Lk i ' He knows no Letter; lie lias nobody to teach, him. But 
shame it is, that in our own civilized country, the black cat 
and broomstalf should he considered as conductors to and 
from the regions of departed spirits. 

■Jv!t. Many years ago I knew poor harmless Alary ; old age 
had marked her strongly, just as he will mark you and me, 
should we arrive at her years and carry the weight of grief 
which bent her double. The old men of the village said 
she had been very pretty in her youth; and nothing could 
he seen more comely than Alary when she danced on the 
green. He who had gained her heart, left her for another, 
less fair, though richer than Alary. From that time she 
became sad and pensive: the rose left her cheek, and she 
was never more Seen to dance round the Alay-pole on the 
green : her expectations wore blighted ; she became quite 
indifferent to everything around her, and seemed to think 
of nothing hut how she could Lest attend her mother, who 
was lame, and not long for this life. Iler mother had 
beuged a hhc-k kitten from some boys who were going to 
drown it, and in her last illness she told Alary to be kind 
to it for her sake. 

AVlien age and want had destroyed the symmetry of 
Alary's line form, the village began to consider lier as one 
who had dealings with spirits ; her cat confirmed the sus- 
picion. If a cow died, or a villager wasted away with an 
unknown complaint, Alary and her eat had it to answer for. 
Her broom sometimes seivcd lier for a walking-stick ; and 
if ever -he -upported her tottering frame with it as far as 
the Al.iy-pole, where once, in youthful bloom and beauty, 
Me bad attracted the eyes of all, the boys would surround 
her, ami make sport of her, while lier cat had neither friend 
nor safety beyond the cottage wall. Xobody considered it 
cruel or uncharitable to torment a witch ; and it is probable. 
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long before this, that cruelty, old age, and want, have worn si-a-ond 
her out, and that both poor Mary and her cat have ceased 
to be. 

"Would you wish to pursue the different species of game, 
well stored and boundless is your range in Pemerara. Here 
no one dogs you, and afterwards clandestinely inquires if 
you have a hundred a year in land to entitle you to enjoy 
such patrician sport. Here no saucy intruder asks if 
you have taken out a licence, by virtue of which you are 
allowed to kill the birds which have bred upon your own 
property. Here 

“ You ,>re as fice as when GoJ first made man, 

Lie the vile laws of servitude bocan, 

And wild in woods tile noble savage ran."’ 


Before the morning's dawn you hear a noise in the forest, 
which sounds like “ durnquaura ’’ often repeated. This is the 
Partridge, a little smaller, and dilicring somewhat in colour Ti.- Pc,/- 
from the English partridge ; if lives entirely in the forest, 
and probably the young brood very soon leave their parents, 
as you never flush more than two birds in the same place, 
and in general only one. 

About the same hour, and sometimes even at midnight, T,m spares 
vou hear two species of Maam, or Tinamou, send foith ,. nr ' 
their long and plaintive whistle from the depth of the Tuiauou 
forest. The flesh of both is delicious. The largest is 
plumper, and almost equals in size the black cock of 
Northumberland. The quail is said to be here, though 


rare. 


The Hnnnaquoi. which some have compared to the 
pheasant, though with little reason, E very common. 

Here are also two species of the Powise, or IIocco, ami 
two of the small wild turkeys called Maroudi ; they feed on 
the ripe fruits of the forest, and are found in all directions 
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sF.rosp in these extensive wilds. You will admire the Horned 
j" URXE v. Screamer as a stately and majestic bird : lie is almost tlic 
size of the turkey cock ; on his head is a lone slender horn, 
and each wing is armed with a strong, sharp, triangular 
spur, an inch long. 

I'hds nf Sometimes you will fall in with flocks of two or three 
U'tifiM- hundred AA’aracabas, or Trumpeters, called «-o from the 
T, n,,)- singular noi<e tliey product*. Tlic-ir breast i< adumed \vitli 
heautiful changing blue and purple feathers ; their head 
and neck like velvet ; their stings and hack grey, and belly 
Hark. They run with great swiftness, and when domesti- 
cated, attend their master in his walks with as much ap- 
parent ahection as Ids dog. They have no spurs, hut still, 
such is their high spirit and activity, that they browbeat 
every dunghill fowl in the yard, and force the Guinea hit ds. 
dog-, and turkeys to own their superiority. 

If, kind and gentle reader, thmi shouldst ever visit these 
regions with an intention to examine their productions, 
perhaps the few observations contained in these Wander- 
ings may be ot service to thee: excuse their brevity: 
more could have been written, and each bird more par- 
ticularly described, but it would have been pressing too 
hard upon thy time and patience. 

Soon after arriving in these parts, thou wilt find that the 
species here enumerated are only as a handful from a well- 
stored granary. Xu thing ha.; been said of the Eagles, the 
falcons, the Hawks, and Shi ikes; nothing of the dillereitt 
species ot A ult tires, the king of which is vei v handsome, 
and seems to be the only laid which claims regal honours 
iiom a surrounding tribe. It is a fact bevond all dispute, 
that when the scent oi carrion has diawn together hundreds 
of the i omnion vultures, they all retire from the carcass as 
soon as the King ot the A ultures makes his appearance. 
AA hen his majesty has satisfied the cravings of his royal 
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stomach with the choicest hit-, from the must stinking ami 
corrupted parts, he generally retires to a neighbouring tree, 
ancl then the common vultures return in ciowcls to gobble 
down his leavings. The Indians, as well as the whites, 
have observed this ; for when one of them, who has learned 
a little English, sees the king, and wishes you to have a 
proper notion of the bird, l:e says “ There is the governor 
of the carrion crows.’’ 

Xov, the Indians have never heard of a personage in 
Demerara higher than that of governor; and the colonists, 
through a common mi'takc, cull the vultures cairn m crows. 
Hence the Indian, in order to express the dominion of this 
bird over the common rultures, mils you lie is governor of 
tiie carrion crows. The Spaniards have a ho observed it, 
for, through all the Spanish Alain, lie is called Key de 
Zamuros, King of the Vultures. The many epn-ies of Owls, 
too, have not been noticed ; and no mention made of the 
yohimbine tribe. The prodigious varietv of Water Fowl 
on the sea-shore has been but bandy hinted at. 

There, and on the borders and surface of the inland 
waters, in the mar-lies and creeks, besides the lhuningo*, 
scarlet curlews, and spoonbills, aheady mentioned, will be 
found Grcenish-lSrown Curlews. Sandpipers, Kails, Coots, 
Culls, Pelicans, , labium, Xandapous, Crullers, Snipes, 
Plovers, Plucks, Geese, Cranes, and Anliinga.- : mo-t of 
them in vast abundance : some fivipiem mg onlv the si*a- 
coast, othei s only the interior, areoi ding to their dillerent 
natures; all worrhv the attention of the n.Uuiali.st, all 
worthy of a place ill the echini -t of the curioim. 

Should thy eoinpivhe-ii'ivo g'-nius mg i online it'cdf to 
birds alone, grand is the appeal. mee of other objects all 
around. Thou art in a land iirh in botany and miu-ralogv, 
rich in zoology and entoniologv. Animation will glow m 
thy looks, and exon me will brace thy fume in vigour 
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The very time of thy abmiiee from the tables of hetero- 
geneous luxury will ee profitable to thy stomach, perhaps 
already sorely drenched with Londo-Parisian sauces, and a 
new stock of health will briny thee an appetite to relish 
the wholesome food of the chase ; never-failing sleep will 
wait on thee at the time she comes to soothe the rest of 
animated nature ; and, ere the sun’s rays appear in the 
horizon, thou wilt spring from thy hammock fresh as the 
April lark. Pe convinced also, that the dangers and diffi- 
culties which are generally supposed to accompany the 
tiavellcr in his journey through distant regions, are not 
hall' so numerous or dreadful as they are commonly 
thought to be. 

. The youth who incautiously reels into the lobby of 
, Dnuy-lane, after leaving the table sacred to the god of 
wiim. expomd to more certain ruin, sickness, and decay, 
than lie who wanders a whole year in the wilds of Deme- 
r.tra. Put this will never he believed ; because the disasters 
arising fiom dissipation are so common and frequent in 
civilized life, that man becomes quite habituated to them ; 
and sees daily victims sink into the tomb long before their 
time, without ever once talcing alarm at the causes which 
precipitated them headlong into it. 

Put the dangers vim h a traveller exposes himself to in 
foreign parts are novel, out of the way things to a mail at 
home. The remotest apprelien-ion of meeting a tremen- 
dous tiger, oi being cariicd oil" by a flying dragon, or hav- 
ing Ills bones picked by a famisln.il cannibal; oh, that 
makes him shudder. It sounds in his ears like the burst- 
ing of a bomb-shell. Thank Heaven, he is safe by his own 

lil'e-sijo 1 

Prudence and resolution ought to be the tiaveller’s con- 
stant companions. The first will cause him to avoid a 
number of snares which he will find in the path as he 
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journeys on ; and the second win always lend a hand to 
assist him, if lie has unavoidably got entangled in them. 
The little distinctions which have been shown him at his 
own home ought to be forgotten when lie travels over the 
world at large ; for strangers know nothing of his former 
merits, and it is necessary that they should witness them 
before they pay him the tribute which he was wont to re- 
ceive within his own doors. Thus, to be kind and affable 
to those we meet, to mix in their amusements, to pay a 
compliment or two to their m umers and customs, to respect 
their elders, to give a little to their distressed and needy, 
and to feel, as it were, at home amongst them, is the 
sure way to enable you to pass merrily on, and to find 
other comfoits as sweet and palatable as those which you 
were accustomed to partake of amongst your friends and 
acquaintance in your own native land. 

We will now ascend in fancy on Iearian wing, and 
take a view of Guiana in general. See an immense 
plain! betwixt two of the largest rivers in the world, 
level as a bowling-green, save at Cayenne, and covered 
with trees along the coast quite to the Atlantic wave, 
except where the plantations make a little vacancy 
amongst the foliage. 

Though nearly in the centre of the torrid zone, the .sun's 
rays are not so intolerable as might be imagined, on account 
of the perpetual verdure and refreshing north-east breeze. 
,See what numbers of broad and rapid rivers intersect it in 
their journey to the ocean, and that nut a stone or a pebble 
is to be found on their hanks, or in any part of the countrv, 
tdl your eye catches the hilh in the interior. Howbeauti- 
1 ill and magnificent are the lakes in the heart of the forests, 
and how charming the forests themselves, for miles after 
miles on each side of the rivers 1 How extensive appear 
the savannas or natural meadows, teeming with innuiner- 
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able herds ot cattle, whore the Portuguese and Spaniards 
are settled, hut desert as Saara, where the English and 
1 Hitch claim dominion! Iliac gradually the face of the 
country rises ; See the sand-hills all clothed in wood first 
emergin'! from the level, then hills a little higher, rugged 
with hold and or, may locks. peeping out from amongst the 
most luxmiunt tinrher. Then come plains, and dells, and 
far-extending valleys, arrayed in richest foliage ; and beyond 
them, mountains piled on mountains, some hearing pro- 
digious lbrests, others of bleak and harien aspect. Tims 
your eye wanders on, over scenes of vaiied loveliness and 
grandeur, till it iv-ts on the stupendous pinnacles of the 
long-continued Cmdilleras do los Andes, which rise in 
towering majesty. and command all America. 

How fea tile must the low-lands be, from the accumula- 
tion of fallen leaves and trees for centuries ! How pro- 
pitious the swamps and slimy beds of the rivers, heated 
by a downward sun, to the amazing growth of alligators, 
serpents, and innumerable inserts’, llow inviting the 
forests to the leathered tribes, where you see burls, blos- 
soms, green and ripe iiuit. Jail grown and fading leaves, all 
on the same tree ! lbav secure the wild heasts may rove 
in endless mazes! IVilups those mountains too, which 
appear so bleak and miked, a> if <piite neglected, are, like 
lV'tosi, tail of precious motels. 

Let u- now return the pinion-, wo borrowed from learns, 
and prepare to bid farewell to the v. ilds. The time allotted 
to tlie-e \\ andi rings is drawing faH to a close. Every day 
l"i' the last -ix months lias been eniploved in paving close 
attention to natural history in the forests of JHmcrarj 
-\ho\e two hundred specimens of tlm finest birds have been 
collri-ted, and a pretty just know Inigo formed of their 
haunts and economy. Emm the time of leaving England, 
in M.ireli, IKK,. to tin- present day. nothing has intervened 
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to arrest a fine flow of health, saving a quartan ague, which .-rcosp 
did not tarry, hut lied as suddenly as it appeared. jovumu 

And now I take leave of thee, kind and gentle reader. 

The new mode of preserving birds, heretofore promised 
thee, shall not be forgotten. The plan is already formed in 
imagination, and can be penned down during the passage 
across the Atlantic. If the few remarks in these ’Wander- 
ings shall have any weight in inciting thee to sally forth 
and explore the vast and well-stored regions of Demerara, 

I have gained my end. Adieu. 


Charles ’W.vilkk >_v. 



THIRD 

journey 


THIRD JOURNEY. 


CHAPTER I. 

" Desert jsrjue vUeie locos, l'.tmeque relict jm.” 

Fioin the Civile to Demerara. — Yellow fever — A deserted Plantation. — 
Black John. — Medicines for tropical uluiiat"S. — Bats. — The Lincct. — 
Severe aeddent and recovery. — A immitive Spear. — Hi, Cory of the 
Sloth — an inhabitant of the tite; — stmetuie of the limbs. — A 
domeot'eated Sloth — a life of suspense — structure ot the hair — 
in irk on the hick. — Capture of a Sloth. — Release anl escape — Ants. 
Ant-lieais. — Tnc "rent Aut-b. ar — its powers of defence — attitude when 
standing — how it catches its prey. — Glutinous saliva. — The Vatnpiie 
and its liuluN. — Bleeding gratis. — Couslne Ants. — Annadillo and its 
habits. — Toitoisc. — Eggs ol Toitoise and Turtle. 


Geytle reader, after staying a few months in England, I 
strayed across the Alps and the Apennines, and returned 
home, hut could not tarry. Guiana still whispered in my 
ear, and seemed to invite me once more to w ander through 
her distant forests. 

Shouldst thou have a leisure hour to read what follows, 
I pray thee pardon the frequent use of that unwelcome 
monosyllable I. It could not well he avoided, as will be 
seen in the sequel. In February, 1820, I sailed from the 
Clyde, on hoard the Glaibcrvic, a fine West-Indiaman. 
She was driven to the north-west of Ireland, and had to 
contend with a foul and wintry wind for above a foitnight. 
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At last it changed, and we Lad a pleasant passage across 
the Atlantic. 

Sad and mournful wu.< the story we heard on entering 
the river Demerara. The yellow fever had swept off 
numbers of the old inhabitants, and the inoital remains of 
many a new comer were daily passing down the streets, in 
slow and mute procession to their last resting-place. 

After staying a few days in the town, I went up the 
Demerara to the former habitation of my worthy friend, 
Mr. Edmon stone, in Mibiri creek. 

The house had been abandoned for some years. (.In 
arriving at the hill, the remembrance of scenes long past 
and gone naturally broke in upon the mind. All was 
changed ; the house was in ruins, and gradually sinking 
under the influence of the sun and rain; the roof had 
nearly fallen in ; and the 100111 where once governors and 
generals had caroused, was now dismantled, and tenanted 
by the vampire. You would have said, 

"Ti'i now th*' vaiii|ii’ , i ‘n .mi ». It , 

’Tin now tin? »}>utnn lit of tlif* to:i<l ; 

'TinJu-ic tin* ti.iinful -«>«* 

’I In lii'ii* tin* line L.il>;»i 1 1 I-muK, 

LuiiumIM in nuns mu--, ;m«l wt'eiK’* 


On the outside of the house, nature had m arly re- 
assumed her ancient right : a lew struggling fruit-tree-, weie 
still discernible amul the varied hue of the near approach- 
ing forest; they seemed like stranger- lo-t, and Lev ihlered, 
and unpitied, in a foreign land, de-tined to linger a little 
longer, and then sink down for < ver. 

I hired some negroes from a woodi-utter inunother creek 
to repair the roof : and then the home, or ai h-u-t what 
remained of it, became head-quarters for natural hi-tm v. 
The frogs, and here and there a snake, received that 


£o9 


iHiun 

■TOCUN1.V. 

Y-lti 
f> •> r ut 
I Kuo' /V i " . 


Z’.sv/. .,.*. 

fit Mi hi I i 


C"-> t*"! 

, th.' 


,!.r. 



WAXDEIIIXUS IN SoUTII AMEHK A. 


vin 


■jjiiri> a' tention which the weak in this world generally experience 
jo ci'.yr. Y. f rom Hie strong, and which the law commonly denominates 
an ejectment. Hut here, neither the frogs nor serpents 
were ill-treated ; they sallied forth, without bullet or rebuke, 
to choose their place of residence ; the world was all before 
them. The owls went away of their own accord, prefer- 
ring to retire to a hollow tree rather than to associate witli 
their new landlord. The hats and vampires stayed with 
me, and went in and out as usual. 

It was upon this hill in former days that I first tried to 
teach John, the black slave of my friend Hr. Edmonstone, 
the proper way to do birds. Hut John had poor abilities, 
and it required much time and patience to drive anything 
into him. Some years after tin’s his master took him to 
.Scotland, where, becoming free, John left him, and got em- 
ployed in the Glasgow, and then the Edinburgh museum. 
Air. Hubert Edmon-tone, nephew to the above gentleman, 
had a fine mulatto capable of learning anything. He re- 
quested me to teach him the art. I did so. Tie was docile 
and active, and was with me all the time in the forest; I 
left him there to keep up this new art of preserving birds, 
and to communicate it to others. Here then I fixed my 
head-quarters, in the ruins of this once gay and hospitable 
bouse. Close by, in a little hut, which in times long past 
had served for a store to keep provisions in, there lived a 
coloured man and his wife, by name Ricker. Many a kind 
turn they did to me ; and I was more than once of service 
to them and their children, by bringing to their relief in 
time of sickness what little knowledge I had acquired of 
medicine. 

!:<,„} e,,' I would here, gentle reader, wish to draw thy attention, 

f 01 . a [ t . w minutes, to physic, raiment, and diet. Shouldst 
tin ni ever wander through these remote ami dreary wilds, 
forget not to carry with thee bark, laudanum, enlomel, and 
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jalap, and the lancet. There are no druggist shops here, niIR] , 
nor suns of Galen to apply to in time of need. I never go ' 1 " ri;NLV 
encumbered with many clothes. A thin flannel waistcoat 
under a check shirt, a pair of trousers, and a hat. were all 
niy wardrobe; shoes and stockings 1 seldom had on. In 
dry weather they would have irritated the feet, and retarded 
me in the chase of wild beasts; and in the rainy season 
they would have kept me in a perpetual state of damp and 
moisture. 1 eat moderately, and never think wine, spirit-, 
or fermented liiptors in any climate. This ab.stemiuu-ne-s 
has ever pioved a faithful mend; itenuied me triumphant 
through the epidemia at Malaga, where death made -m It 
havoc about the beginning of the pie-eiit century: audit 
has since befriended me in many a lit of sit kness, brought 
on by exposure to the noon-day sun, to the dews of night, 
to the pelting shower and unwholesome food. 

Perhaps it will be a- well, here, to mention a lever which 
came on, ami the treatment of it : it may po— ibly he of use 
to thee, -hi midst thou turn wanderer in the tropic- : a word 
or two also of a wound I got in the iuivst, and then we will 
say no more of the little accidents which sometimes occur, 
and attend solely to natural history. We .shall have ail op- 
portunity of seeing the wild animals ill their native haunt-, 
undisturbed and unbroken in upon bv man. We shall 
have time and leisure to look more closely at them, and 
probably rectify -mue error.- which, lhr want of proper in- 
formation or a near observance, have crept into their 
several hi-tories. 

Tt was in the month of .Tune, when tlm -un was within x, ,,,, 
a few day- of Cancer, that 1 had a -eveie attack of lever. " f 

There had been a deluge of ruin, accompanied with tre- 
mendous thunder and lightning, ami very little sun. 

Xi 'tiling could exceed the U.implie-s of the atluo-phele. 

Tor two or three day- 1 had been in a kind of twilight 
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state of health. neither ill nor what you mar call well ; I 
yawned and felt weuiy without o\'orci~e, and my 'loop was 
merely slumber. This was the time to have taken niedi- 
eine ; hut I neglected to ilu so. though I had just been 
reading. “0 navis ret! rent in mare te novi lluctus, 0 quid 
agis? fortiter uecupa ]>ortum." 1 awoke at midnight; a 
cruel headache, thirst, and pain in the small of the Lack, 
informed me what the case was Ilad Chiron himself heen 
present, lie could not have told me name distinctly that I 
was going to have a tight brush of it. and that I ought to 
meet it with becoming fortitude. I dozed, and woke, and 
startled, and then dozed again, and suddenly awoke, think- 
ing I was falling down a precipice. 

The return of the hats to their diurnal retreat, which was 
in the thatch above my hammock, informed me that the 
sun was now fast approaching to the eastern horizon. 1 
arose, in languor and in pain, the pulse at one hundred 
and twenty. T took ten arums ot calomel and a scruple of 
jalap, and drank during the day large draughts of tea. weak 
and warm. The physic did its duty : hut there was no re- 
mission of fever or headache, though the pain of the back 
was less acute. I was saved the trouble of keeping the 
room cool, as the wind beat in at every quarter. 

At five in the evening the pulse had risen to one hundred 
and thirty, and the headache almost insupportable, especi- 
ally on looking to the light or left. I now opened a vein, 
and made a large orifice, to allow the blood to rush out 
rapidly; I closed it alter losing sixteen ounces. 1 then 
steeped my feet in warm water, and got into the hummock. 
After bleeding, the pulse fell to ninety, and the head was 
much relieved; hut during the night, which was very rest- 
less, the pulse lose again to one hundred and twenty, and 
at times the headache was distressing. 1 relieved the head- 
ache from time to time hv applying cold water to the 
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temples, and holding a wet handkerchief there. The next 
morning the fever ran very high, and I took live more 
grains of calomel and ten of jalap, determined, whatever 
might he the case, this should he the last dose of calomel. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon the fever remitted, and 
a copious perspiration came on ; there was no more head- 
ache, nor thirst, nor pain in the hack, and the following 
night was comparatively a good one. The next morning I 
swallowed a large dose of castor-oil: it was genuine, for 
Louisa Lacker had made it from the seeds of the trees 
which grew near the door. I was now entirely free from 
all symptoms of fever, or apprehensions of a return; and 
the morning after I began to take hark, and continued it 
for a fortnight. This put all to rights. 

The story of the wound i gut in the forest, and the mode 
of cure, are very slant. — -I had pursued a red-headed wood- 
pecker for above a mile in the forest, without being able to 
get a shot at it. Thinking mure of the woodpecker, as 1 
ran along, than of the way before me, I trud upon a little 
hardwood stump, which was just about an inch or so above 
the ground ; it entered the hollow part of my loot, making 
a deep and lacerated wound there. It had brought me to 
the ground, and there 1 lay till a transitory fit of sickness 
went off. 1 allowed it to 1 deed freely, and on reaching head- 
quarters, washed it well and probed it, to feel if any foreign 
body was left within it. Leing satisfied, that there was 
none, I brought the edges of the wound together, and then 
putt a piece of lint on it, and over that a very large poultice, 
which was changed morning, noon, and night. Luckilv, 
Backer had a cow or two upon the hill : now as heat and 
moisture are the two principal virtues of a poultice, nothing 
could produce those two qualities better than fre-di cow- 
dung boiled: had there been no cows there, I could have 
made it with boiled grass and leaves. I now took 
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HUM. entirely to the hammock. placing the foot higher than the 
•joi-kvi'y. j aieL , . t ],p j.reveiite 1 it from t!iv- »I >! >i nut. ainl was, indeed, 
the onlv position in which 1 could lie fit ease. \\ lieu the 
inflammation was completely .-uhJued, I applied a wet 
cloth to the wound, and eveiy now and then steeped the 
foot in cold water during the* day and at night again ap- 
plied a poultice. The wound w.u now healing fast, and in 
three weeks from the time of the U'-cident, nothing but a 
-car remained ; so that I again sallied forth sound and 
,i o\ ful, and said to lny-mlf — 

'■ I, i>. '1 s ti- i.ipiuut t-t u«iv= 

Ditin Idle: >ul. i-t Io ns, i sprnmlo 
1 i.iiin- , t- r ■ I'lt.i 1 ir .1,1,,,. ut ohm, 

l!u i-,- louium." 

Now, this eontus u.is a toiigli light pole, eight feet long, on 
th>* end of which nvjs lixed an old bayonet. I never went 
into the ounae without it; it was of great use in starting 
the beasts and -nuke- out of the hollow trees, and, in ease 
of need, was an excellent defence. 

lit Ul'i, I had the last conversation with Sir Joseph 
Hanks. I saw with sorrow that death was going to rob us 
of him We talked much of the present mode adopted by 
all museum- in -lulling quadrupeds, and condemned it as 
being veiy imperfect : -till we could not find out abetter 
\\,iv; and at la-t couehided, tint the lips and nose ought 
to Pe cut oli, and replaced with wax; it being impossible 
to make those parts appear like lit!-, as they -lunik to 
nothing and render the stalled specimens in the different 
mu-eiuiis liorri-'le to look at. The defects in the h gs and 
ieot would not be quite so glaring, being t oveved with 
hair. 

I hud paid great attention to thi- subject for above 
tonrt". n yoir-: -rill it would not < I * » : .however, one night 
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while I was lying in the hammock, and harping on the xiirnp 
string on which hung all my solicitude, I hit upon the TL,lu>li ' 
proper inode l>y inference; it appeared clear to me that it 
was the only true way of going to work, and ere I closed ^oodru- 
my eyes in sleep, I was able to prove to myself that there 
could not be any other way that would answer. I tried it 
the next day, and succeeded according to expectation. 

By means of this process, which is very simple, we can 
now give every feature back again to the animal’s face, 
after it has been skinned ; and when necessary, stamp 
grief, or pain, or pleasure, or rage, or mildness upon it. 

But more of this hereafter. 

Let us now turn our attention to the Sloth, whose native The Sloth. 
haunts have hitherto been so little known, and probably 
little looked into. Those who have written on this singu- 
lar animal, have remarked that lie is in a perpetual state of 
pain, that he is proverbially slow in his movements, that he 
is a prisoner in space, and that as soon a^ he has consumed 
all the leaves of the tree upon which lie had mounted, he 
rolls himself up in the form of a hull, and then falls to the. 
ground. This is not the case. 

If the naturalists who have written the history of the 
sloth had gone into the wilds, in order to examine his 
haunts and economy, they would not have drawn the lore- 
going conclusions ; they would have learned, that though 
all other quadrupeds may be described while resting upon 
the ground, the sloth is an exception to this rule, and that 
liis history must be written while lie is in the tree. 

This singular animal is destined by nature, to be pro- 
duced, to live and to die in the trees; and to do justice to 
him, naturalists must examine him in this his upper cle- 
ment. lie is a scarce and solitary animal, and being good 
food, he is never allowed to escape, lie inhabits remote ,* 
and gloomy forests, where snakes take up their abode, and 
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e i;nu I' v -itin^iii-T nuts and scorpions, and swamps, 
aud innumerable thornv shrubs and bushes, obstruct 
the stew ui: civilised mail. W ere you to draw your 
own conclusions iroiii the descriptions which have been 
given of the -loth, you would probably suspect, that no 
naturalist has actually pane into the wills with the fixed 
determination to find him out and examine his haunts, 
and see whether nature has committed any blunder in the 
formation of this extraordinary creature, which appears 
to m so forlorn and miserable, so ill put together, and so 
totally unlit to enjoy the blessings which have been so 
bountifully p’VNi to the re-t of animated liatuie ; for, as 
it lav- Ibriueily ben remarked, he has no soles to his feet, 
and he is evidently ill at ea-e when he tries to move oil 
the ground, and it is then that he looks up in your face 
with a countenance that says, Have pity on me, for I am 
m pain and .sorrow.'' 

it mostly happens that Indians and Xegroes are the 
people who catch the sloth, and bring it to the white man: 
In-in o it lnav be conjectured that the erroneous accounts 
we have hitheito had of the sloth, have not been penned 
down with the slightest intention to mislead the reader, 
or gi\ e him an exaggerated history, but that these errors 
have naturally arisen by examining the sloth in those 
places where nature never intended that lie should he 
exhibited. 

However, we are now in his own domain. Man but 
little in-ipieiits these thick and noble forests, which 
extend lar and wide oil everv side of m. This, then, 
is the proper place to go ill guest of the sloth. We will 
fiist take a near view of him. I!y obtaining a knowledge 
"t bn anatomy, we 'hall be enabled to account for his 
y movements hereafter, when we spy him i u his proper 
haunts. lln lore-legs, or, mule cuvieetly speaking, his 
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arms, are apparently much too long, while liis liind-legs 
are very short, and look as if they could he Lent almost 
to the shape of a corkscrew. Both the fore and hind legs, 
by their form, and by the manner in which they are joined 
to the body, are quite incapacitated from acting in a 
perpendicular direction, or hi supporting it on the earth, 
as the bodies of other quadrupeds are supported, by their 
legs. Hence, when you place him on tire door, his belly 
touches the ground. Xow, granted that he supported 
himself on his legs like other animal', nevertheless he 
would he in pain, for lie has no soles to his feet, and his 
claws are very slnup and long, and curved; so that, were 
his body supported by his feet it would be by their 
extremities, just as your body would he, were you to throw 
yourself on all fours, and try to support it on the ends of 
your toes and fingers — a trying position. "Were the tloor 
of glass, or of a polished surface, the sloth would actually 
he quite stationary; hut as the ground is generally rough, 
with little protuberances upon it, such as stones, or roots 
of grass, &e., this just suits the sloth, and he moves his 
fore-legs in all directions, in order to find 'Ouiething to 
lay hold of ; and when he has succeeded, he pulls himself 
forward, and is thus enabled to travel onwanls, out at the 
same time in so tardy and awkward a manner, as to acquire 
him the name of Sloth. 

Indeed his looks and his gestures evidently betray Ids 
uncomfortable situation; and as a sigh every now and 
then escapes him, we may be entitled to conclude that he 
is actually in pain. 

Sonic years ago I kept a sloth in my room for several 
months. I often took him out of the house and placed 
him upon the ground, in order to have an opportunity of 
observing his motions. If the ground were rough, he 
would pull himself forwards, by means of his fore-legs, at 
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a pretty good pace ; and lie invariably immediately shaped 
his course towards the nearest tree. But if I put him upon 
a smooth and well-trodden part of the road, he appeared 
to be in trouble and distress : his favourite abode was 
the back of a chair : and after getting all his legs in a 
line upon the topmost part of it, he would hang there 
for hours together, and often with a low and inward 
cry, would seem to invite me to take notice of him. 

The sloth, in its wild state, spends its whole life in trees, 
and never leaves them but through force or by accident. 
An all-ruling Providence has ordered man to tread on the 
surface of the earth, the eagle to soar in the expanse of 
the skies, and the monkey and squirrel to inhabit the 
trees : still these may change their relative situations 
without feeling much inconvenience : but the sloth is 
doomed to spend his whole life in the trees ; and, what is 
more extraordinary, not nj H „i the branches, like the squirrel 
and the monkey, but niuhr them. He moves suspended 
from the branch, he rests suspended from it, and he sleeps 
suspended from it. To enable him to do this, lie must 
have a very different formation from that of any other 
known quadruped. 

Hence, his seemingly bungled conformation is at once 
accounted lbr ; and in lieu of the sloth leading a painful 
life, and entailing a melancholy and miserable existence 
on its progeny, it is but fair to surmise that it just enjoys 
life as much as any other animal, and that its extra- 
ordinary formation and singular habits are but further 
proofs to engage us to admire the wonderful works of 
< •mnipotence. 

It must he observed, that the sloth does not hang liead- 
downwards like the vampire. When asleep, he supports 
himself from a branch parallel to the earth. He first seizes 
the brainh with one arm, and then with the other; and 
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after that, brings tip both his legs, one by one, to the same 
branch ; so that all four are in a line : he seems perfectly at 
rest in this position. Xow, had he a tail, he would be at a 
loss to know what to do with it in this position : were he to 
draw it up within his leg.?, it would interfeie with them ; 
and were ho to let it hang down, it would become the 
sport of the winds. Thus his deficiency of tail is a benefit 
to him; it is merely an apology for a tail, scarcely 
exceeding an inch and a half in length. 

1 observed, when he was climbing, he never used his 
arms both together, but first one and then the other, and 
so on alternately. There is a singularity in his hair, 
different from that of all other animals, and, I believe, 
hitherto unnoticed by naturalists; hi? hair is thick and 
coarse at the extremity, and gradually tapers to the root, 
where it becomes fine as a spider’s web. His fur has so 
much the hue of the moss which grows on the branches 
of the trees, that it is very ditlieult to make him out when 
lie is at rest. 

The male of the three-toed sloth has a longitudinal bar 
of very fine black hair on liis hack, rather lower than the 
shoulder-blades ; on each side of this black bar there is a 
Space of yellow hair, equally tine ; it has the appearance 
of being pressed into the body, and looks exactly as if it 
had been singed. If we examine the anatomy of his fore- 
legs, we shall immediately perceive by their firm and 
muscular texture, how very capable they are of supporting 
the pendent weight of his body, both in climbing and at 
rest ; and, instead of pronouncing them a bungled com- 
position, as a celebrated naturalist has done, we shall 
consider them as remarkably well calculated to perform 
their extraordinary functions. 

As the sloth is an inhabitant of forests within the 
tropics, where the trees touch each oilier in the greatest 
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profusion, tliere seems to lie no reason why lie .should 
coniine lnm^elf to one tree alone for food, and entirely 
stiip it of its leaves. During the many years 1 have 
langed the forests, I have never seen a tree in such a 
state of nudity : indeed, I ■would hazard a conjecture, 
that, Ly the time the animal had finished the last of the 
old leaves, there -would be a new crop on the part of tin* 
tree he had stripped first, ready for him to begin again, so 
quick is the proce'S of vegetation in these countries. 

There is a saying amongst the Indians, that when the 
ciind blows, the sloth begins to travel. In calm weather 
he remains tiainpiil, probably not liking to cling to the 
brittle extremity of the branches, lest they should break 
■with him in puling from one tree to another ; but as soon 
as tin 1 wind lise-, the branches of the neighbouiiiig trees 
become interwoven, and then the sloth seizes hold of them, 
and pursues his journey in safety. There is seldom an 
entire day of calm in these forests. The trade-wind 
generally sets m about ten o'clock in the morning, and 
thus the sloth may set oil alter breakfast, and get a con- 
siderable way before dinner. He travels at a good round 
pace ; and M ere von to see lnm pass from tree to tree, as 1 
have done, you would never think of calling him a sloth. 

Thus, it would appear that the different histories we 
have of this quadruped are erroneous on two accounts : 
til st, that the writers of them deferred by dillicultics and 
local annoyances, have not paid sutlicient attention to him 
in his native haunts; and secondly, they have described 
lnm in a situation m which he was never intended by 
nature to cut a iigure ; 1 mean on the ground. The sloth 
is as much at a loss to proceed on his journey upon a 
smooth and level floor, as a man would be who had to 
walk a mile in stilts upon a line of feather beds. 

One day. as we Mere crossing the E^eipiilio, I saw a 
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large two-toed slotlx on the ground upon the hank ; how he 
had got there nobody could tell : the Indian said lie had 
never surprised a sloth in such a situation betoie : lie 
would hardly have come there to drink, for both above 
and below the place, the branches of the trees touched the 
water, and afforded him an easy and safe access to it. He 
this as it may, though the trees were not above twenty 
yards from him, he could not make his way through the 
sand time enough to escape before we landed. As soon as 
we got up to him be threw himself upon his back, and 
defended himself in gallant style with his fore-leg.s. 
“ (dome, poor fellow,” said I to him, “ if thou hast got into 
a hobble to-day, thou shale not sutler for it : I'll take no 
advantage of thee in misfortune : tin* forest is large enough 
both for thee and me to rove in: go thy ways up above, 
and enjoy thyself in these endless wilds; it is more than 
probable thou wilt never have another interview with 
man. So fare thee veil. ' (.In saying this, I took a long 
stick which was King there, held it for him to hook on, 
and then conveyed him to a high and stately nmra. He 
ascended with wonderful vapidity, and in about a minute 
he was almost at the top of the tree, lie now went off in 
a side direction, and caught hold of the branch of a neigh- 
bouring tree ; he then proceeded towards the heart of tin- 
forest. I stood looking on, lost in amazement, at his 
singular mode of pi ogress. I followed him with my eye 
till the intervening branches closed in betwixt us ; and 
then I lost sight for ever of the two-toed sloth.. I was 
going to add, that I never saw a sloth take to his heels in 
such earnest ; but the expression will not do, fur the sloth 
lias no heels. 

That which naturalists have advanced of his being so 
tenacious of life is perfootlv true. I saw the heart of one 
beat for half an hour after it was taken out of the bod}’. 
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nnnn The wour.di-poi*on seems to be the only thing that will 
t " i-kve t. j t quickly. On reference to a former part of these 
wanderiugs, it will be seen that a poisoned arrow killed the 
sloth in about ten minutes. 

So much for this harmless, unoffenuiim animal. He 
holds a conspicuous place in the catalogue of the animals 
of the new world. Though naturalists have made no 
mention of what follow^, still it is not less true on that 
account. The sloth is the only quadruped known, which 
spends its whole lile from the branch of a tree, suspended 
by hi< feet. I have paid uncommon attention to him in 
his native haunts. The monkey and squirrel will seize a 
branch with their fore-feet, and pull themselves up, and 
rest or run upon it ; but the sloth, after seizing it, still 
remains suspended, and suspended moves along under the 
branch, till he can lay hold of another. Whenever 1 have 
r-een him in hi* native wood-, whether at test, or asleep, or 
on his travels, 1 have always observed that he was suspended 
fiom the branch of a tree. When Ids form and anatomy 
are attentively considered, it will appear evident that the 
sloth cannot lie at ease in any situation, where his body 
is higher, or above his feet. We will now take our leave 
of him. 

./a/., Jn the far-extending wilds of (luiana, the traveller will 
be astonished at the immense quantity of Ants which lie 
perceives on the ground and in the trees. They have nests 
in the blanches, four or five times as large as that of the 
rook : and they have a covered way from them to the ground. 
In this covered way thousand* are perpetually passim; and 
lepus-iiig; and it you destroy part of it, they turn to, and 
immediately repair it. 

Other species ot ants again have no covered way ; hut 
travel, exposed to view, upon the surface of the earth. You 
will .-ometimes see a suing of those aids a mile long, each 
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carrying in its month to its nest a green leaf, the size of a 
sixpence. It is ■wonderful to observe the order in which 
they move, and with what pains and labour they surmount 
the obstructions of the path. 

The ants have their enemies, as well as the rest of 
animated nature. Amongst the foremost of these stand 
the three species of Ant-bears. The smallest is not much 
larger than a rat ; the next is nearly the size of a fox ; and 
the third a stout and powerful animal, measuring about 
six feet from the snout to the end of the tail. He is the 
most inoffensive of all animals, and never injures the 
property of man. He is chiefly found in the inmost 
recesses of the forest, and seems partial to the low and 
swampy parts near creeks, where the troely-tree grows. 
There he goes up and down in quest of ants, of which 
there is never the least scarcity; so that he soon obtains a 
sufficient supply of food, with very little trouble. lie 
cannot travel fast ; man is superior to him in speed. 
"Without swiftness to enable him to escape from his 
enemies, without teeth, the possession of which would 
assist him in self-defence, and without the power of 
burrowing in the ground, by which he might conceal 
himself from his pursuers, lie still is capable of ranging 
through these wilds in perfect safety ; nor does he fear the 
fatal pressure of the serpent’s fold, or the teeth of the 
famished jaguar. Nature has formed his fore-legs wonder- 
fully thick, anil strong, and muscular, and armed his feet 
with three tremendous sharp and crooked claws. 'Whenever 
he seizes an animal with these formidable w eapons, he hugs 
it close to his body, and keeps it then* till it dies through 
pressure, or through want of food. Nor does the ant-bear, 
in the meantime, suffer much from loss of aliment, as it- is 
a well-known fact. that he can go longer w ithoiu food than, 
perhap-, any other animal, except the land-toitoi.'-e. Ilis 
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'km i- of a texnue that perfectly resists the bite of a dog 1 
hi- hinder parts are protected by thick and shaggy hair, 
while his muiien-e tail i- large enough to cover his whole 
body. 

The Indians have a great dread of coming in contact 
with the ant-bear: and alter disabling him in the chase, 
never think of approaching him till he be cpiite dead. It is 
] '(.limps on account of this caution, that naturalists have 
never yet given to the woild a true and correct drawing of 
tlirn 'angular animal, or described the peculiar position of 
his hav-tri-t when he walks or stands. If, in taking a 
drawing from a dead ant-bear, you judge of the position in 
which he stand- from that of all other terrestrial animals, 
the -loth excepted, you will be in error. Examine only a 
tignu* of this animal, in hook? of natural history, or inspect 
a -tidied -peciiwii in the be-t museums, and you will see 
that the foie-claw - are ju-t in the same forward attitude as 
those of a dog. cl a common hear when he walks or stands. 
Mut this is p di-toited and unnatural position : and in life, 
would in- a painful and intolerable attitude for the ant-bear. 
ILe length and curve of his claws cannot admit of such a 
p"-ii ion. When he walk- or stands, his feet have somewhat 
the ■ippoaianc' 1 of a club-hand. He goes entirely on the 
outer -ale of his fore-feet, which are cpiite bent inwards ; 
the claws collected into a point, and going under the foot. 
In tli i- pu-itioii la- i- quite at case: while his long claws 
are di-posi-d of in a manner to render them harmless to 
him, and are prevented from becoming dull and worn, like 
those of the du. which would inevitably he the ease, did 
tla-ir point- come in actual contact with the ground; for 
In - ( law- have not that retractile power which is given to 
animal- ot the feline species by which they are enabled to 
pi 1 -ci yc the -liar] (lies- of their claws on the most flintv 
p ith. A -limit in-pcctioii ot the fore-feet of the ant-bear. 
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will immediately convince you of the mistake artists and third 
naturalists have fallen into, by putting his fore-feet in the J0 LllNFA - 
same position as those of other quadrupeds ; for you will 
perceive that the whole outer side of Iris foot is not only 
deprived of hair, but is hard and callous ; proof positive 
of its being in perpetual contact with the ground. Xov, on 
the contrary, the inner side of the bottom of his foot is 
soft and rather hairy. 

There is another singularity in the anatomy of the ant- IWu- 
bear, I believe, as yet unnoticed in the page of natural 
history. He has two very large glands situated below the tom,/ of the 
mot of the tongue. From these is emitted a glutinous Adt ' l ' ar - 
liquid, with which his long tongue is lubricated when he 
puts it into the ants’ ue.st.s. These glands are of the same 
substance as those found in the lower jaw of the wood- 
pecker. The secretion from them, when wet, is very 
clammy and adhesive, hut on being dried it loses the>e 
qualities, and you can pulverize it betwixt yuur linger and 
thumb; *._> that, in dissection, if any of it has got upon the 
far of the animal, or the feathers of the bird, allow it to dry 
there, and then it may he removed without leaving the least 
stain behind. 

The ant-bear is a pacific animal. He is never the first 
to begin the attack. His motto may he, “ Xoli me tangere.” 

As his habits and his haunts differ materially from those 
of every other animal in the forest, their interests never 
clash, and thus he might live to a good old age, and die at 
last in peace, wem it not that his flesh is good food. On 
this account the Indian wages perpetual war against him, 
and as he cannot escape by flight, he falls an easy prev to 
the poisoned arrow, shot from the Indian’s how at a distance. 

If ever he he closely attacked by dogs, he immediatelv 
throws himself on his hack, and if he he fortunate enough 
to catch hold of his enemy with his tremendous claws, 
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tin- invadin’ is sure to pay fur his r.islmw? wit It the loss 
of life. 

We will now take a view of the vampire. As there was 
a free entrance anil exit to the vampire in the loft where I 
slept. I had many a tine opportunity of paying attention to 
tins nocturnal surgeon. He does not always live on Mood. 
"When the ni" >n sin me bright, and the fruit of the banana- 
tree was ripe. I could see him approach and eat it. He 
would also bring into the loft, from the foiest, a green round 
fruit, something like the wild guava, and about the size of a 
nutmeg. There was something also, in the blo-som of the 
saw aril nut-lie'.', which was grateful to him ; for on coining 
up Waratilhi creek, in a moonlight night, I saw several 
vampires fluttering round the top of the snwarri tree, and 
every now and then the blossoms, which they had broken 
oil' fell into tho water. They certainly did not drop oil’ 
naturally, for on examining several ot them, they appeared, 
ipiite l'resh and Mourning. So I concluded the vampires 
pulled them IVimi the tree, either to get at the incipient 
limit, or to catch the insects which often take up their abode 
in flowers. 

The vampire, in general, measures alnut twenty-six inches 
fnnii wing to wing, extended, though I once killed one which 
measured thirty-two inches. lie frequents old abandoned 
homes and hollow trees ; and sometimes a cluster of them 
may be seen in the forest hanging head downwards, from 
t lie branch of a tree. 

(iohbniith seems to have been aware that the vampire 
hang' m clustei s ; fur in the Z). *. ,•/.•// Villny, speaking of 
Aim-lira, lie says, — 

‘‘Ami m itti A wr.O'ls, v.lirre hints forget to sing. 

It'll sil, nt luts in ilicittsy i lusti is i hug 

I he vampire has a furious membrane, which rises from 
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the nose, and gives it a very singular appearance. It lias nimn 
Leeii remarked before, that there are two species ot vampire 
in Guiana, a larger and a smaller. The larger sucks men 
and other animals : the smaller seems to confine himself 
chiefly to birds. I learnt from a gentleman, high up in the 
river Demerara, that he was completely unsuccessful with 
his fowls, on account of the small vampire. He showed me 
some that hid been sucked the night before, and they were 
scarcely able to walk. 

Some rears ago I went to the river I’aumaion with a An.ni’U 
Scotch oentleman, bv name Turbet. We hung our ham- 
mocks in the thatched loft of a planter's lmu-e. Xext 
morning I heard this gentleman muttering in his hammock, 
and now and then letting fall an impiecation or two, just 
about the time lie ought to have been saving Ins morning 
prayers. What is the matter, Sir,” said I, softly ; “ is 
any thing amis- (" “What's the matter answered he, 
surlily: “win, the vampires have been sucking me to 
death.” As soon as there was light enough, 1 went to his 
hammock, and saw it much stained with blood. *• There," 
said lie, thni'ting In’s foot out of the hammock, “see how 
these infernal imps have been drawing my life’s blood.’ 

On examining his foot. I found the vampire had tapped 
his great toe : there was a Wound somewhat less than that 
made bv a leech ; the blood was still oozing from it ; 1 
conjectured he might have lost from ten to twelve ounces 
of blood. Whilst examining it, 1 think 1 put him into a 
worse humour by remarking, that an European surgeon 
would not have been so generous as to have blooded him 


without making a charge. He looked up in my face, but 
did not sav a word; I saw he was of opinion that 1 had 
better have spared this piece of ill-timed levity. 

it was not the la-t punishment of this good gentleman 
in the liver 1’aumaron. 1 he next night he was doomed to 
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undergo a kind of ordeal unknown in Europe. Tliere is 
a species of large red ant in Guiana, sometimes called 
1 tanner, sometimes Cousliie. These ants march in millions 
through the country, in compact order, like a regiment of 
soldiers ; they cat up every insect in their match ; and if 
a liou.se obstruct their route, they do not turn out of the 
way, hut go quite through it. Though they sting cruelly 
when molested, the planter is not sorry to see them in his 
house ; for it is hut a passing visit, and they destroy every 
kind of insect vermin that lias taken shelter under his roof. 

Xow, in the Eritish plantations of Guiana, as well as in 
Europe, there is always a little temple dedicated to the 
goddess (,'loacina. Our dinner had chiefly consisted of 
crabs, dressed in rich and different ways. Puumaron is 
famous fur c-rahs, and strangers who go thither consider 
them the grente-t luxury. The Scotch gentleman made a 
very capital dinner on crabs ; hut this change of diet was 
productive of unpleasant circumstances : he awoke in the 
night in that state in which Virgil describes Cteleno to 
have been, viz. “ ie dis-iina ventris proluvies.” Up lie got, 
to verify the remaik, 

“ S-'iirs n'lt '•ltiio, in piDp'Tdmus aU uii.i’ii. ’ 

Xow, unluckily for himself, and the nocturnal tranquillity 
of the planter’s house, just at that unfortunate hour, the 
Ooir-hio Ants were passing across the seat of (.’loacina s 
temple ; lie 1 1 ml never dreamed ot this; and so, turning 
Ins face to the door, he placed himself in the usual situation 
which the votaries of the goddess generally take. Had a 
lighted match dropped upon a pound of gunpowder, as he 
afterward" romaiked, it could not have earned a greater 
recoil. Up he jumped, and forced his way out, roaring for 
help and for a light, for lie was worried alive by ten thousand 
devils. The fact U, he had sat down upon an intervening 
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body of eottsliie ants. Many of tLo.se which escaped being third 
crushed to death, turned again, and, in revenge, stung the • To ril -\r. T. 
unintentional intruder most severely. The watchman had 
fallen asleep, and it was some time before a light could be 
procured, the lire having gone out ; in the mean time, the 
poor gentleman was suffering au indescribable martyrdom, 
and would have found himself more at home in the Augean 
stable than in the planter's house. 

I had often wished to have been once sucked by the 
vampire, in order that I might have it in my power to say 
it had really happened to me. There can be no pain in the 
operation, for the patient is always asleep when the vampire 
is sucking him ; and as for the loss of a few ounces of blood, 
that would he a trifle in the lung mu. Many a night have 
I slept with my foot out of the hammock to tempt this 
winged surgeon, expecting that he would he there ; hut it 
was all in vain; the vampire never sucked me, and I could 
never account lbr his not doing so, for we were inhabitants 
of the same loft for months together. 

The armadillo is very common in these forests; he The Anna. 
burrows in the sand-hills like a rabbit. As it often takes c 1 
a considerable time to dig him out of his hole, it would he 
a long and laborious business to attack each hole indis- 
criminately 'without knowing whether the animal were 
there or not. To prevent disappointment, the Indians 
carefully examine the mouth of the hole, and put a short 
stick down it. Xow if, on introducing the stick, a number 
of mosquitos come out, the Indians know to a certainty 
that the armadillo is in it : wherever there are no mosquitos 
in the hole there is no armadillo. The Indian having 
satisfied himself that the armadillo is there, by the mos- 
quitos which come out, he immediately cuts a long and 
slender stick, and introduces it into the hole : he carefully 
observes the line the stick takes, and then sinks a pit in 
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tlie >nud to catch the end of it : this dune, lie puts it 
farther into the lmle. and digs another pit. and &o on, till 
at last he comes up with the armadillo, which had been 
making itself a passage in the sand till it had exhausted 
all its strength through pure exertion. I have heeu some- 
times three fjuaiters of a day in digging' out one armadillo, 
and obliged to sink half a dozen pits, seven feet deep, 
before [ got up to it. The Indians and negioes are Yen' 
fond of the llesh, hut I considered it strong and rank. 

On laying hold of the armadillo you must he cautious 
not tii come in contact with his feet : they are armed with 
sharp daws, and with them he will indict a severe wound 
in self-defence : w hen not molested, lie is very harmless 
and innocent ; lie would put you in mind of the hare in 
day’s fables, — 

“ WIlM-L* Cell*'* w.n UfVer to Oil* II 1. 

An*l «*wry cie.uur- \\\i> lu*r fu^ii'l. ' 

The armadillo swims well in time of need, but dir-s not 
go into the water by choice. He is very seldom seen 
abroad during the day; and when surprised, he is sure to 
he near the month of his hole. Every pail of the arm i- 
dillo is wall protected by bis shell, except his cars. In 
life, this shell is very limber, so that the animal is enabled 
to go at full stretch, or roll himself up into a ball, as 
occasion may require. 

< *n inspecting the arrangement of the shell, it puts you 
very much in mind of a coat of armour; indeed it is a 
natural coat of armour to the armadillo, and being com- 
posed both of scale and hone, it atlbrds ample security, and 
has a pleasing effect. 

i Often, when roving in the wilds, I would fall in with 
the Land Tortoise; he too adds another to the list of un- 
i blending animals; he subsists on the lallen fruits of the 
ioiest. "When an enemy approaches he never thinks of 
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moving, lint quietly diaws himself under his shell. and 
there awaits Lis doom in patience: lie only scums to Lave 
tv o enemies who can do him any damage ; one of these is 
the Boa Constrictor: this snake swallows the tortoise alive, 
shell and all. But a Boa large enough to do this is very 
scarce, and thus there is not much to apprehend from that 
quarter ; the other enemy is man, who takes up the tor- 
toise, and carries him away. Man also is scarce in these 
never-ending wilds, and the little depredations he may 
commit upon the toitoise will he nothing, or a mere tritle. 
The tiger’s teeth cannot penetrate its shell, nor can a 
stroke of liis paws do it any damage. It is of so compact 
and strong a nature, that there is a common saying, a 
London waggon might roll over it and not Break it. 

Ere we proceed, let us take a retrospective view of the 
live animals just enumerated : they are all quadrupeds, 
and have some very particular mark, or mode of existence, 
different from all other annuals. The sloth has four feet, 
hut never can use them, to support his Body on the earth ; 
they want soles, which are a marked feature in the feet of 
other animals. The ant-bear has not a tooth in his head, 
still lie roves fearless on, in the same forests with the 
Jaguar and boa constrictor. The vampire does not make 
Use of his feet to walk, hut to stretch a membrane, which 
enables him to go up into an element where no other 
quadruped is seen. The armadillo has only here and there 
a straggling hair, anil has neither fur, nor wool, um bristles. 
But in lieu of them has received a movable shell, on which 
aie scales very much like those of fishes. The tortoLe is 
oviparous, entirely without any appearance of hair, and is 
obliged to accommodate itself to a shell which is quite hard 
and inflexible, and in no point of \iew whatever obedient to 
the will 01 pleasure of the Bearer. The egg of the tortoise 
has a very hal'd shell, w hile that of the turtle is quite sett. 
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Ix some parts of these forests I saw the Yanilia growing 
luxuriantly. It crimps up tlie trees to the height of 
thirty or forty ftmt. i found it diilhwilt to get a ripe pod, 
a? the monkeys are very fund of it, and generally took 
care to get there he fore me. The pud liaugs from the 
tree in the shape of a little scahhard, Yayna is the 
-Spanish for a standard, and Yanilia fur a little scabbard. 
Hence the name. 

In Mihiri creek there was a cayman of the small species, 
measuring about live feet in length ; I saw it in the same 
place for months, hut could never get a shot at it ; fur the 
limment I thought I was sure of it, it dived under tire 
water before I could pull the trigger. At last I got an 
Indian with his Low and arrow ; he stood up in the canoe 
with his how ready hent, and as we drifted past the place, 
tie sent his arrow into the cayman’s eye, and killed it 
dead. The skin of this little species is much harder and 
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stronger than that of the huge kiml : it is good food, and TIiI n P 
tastes like veal. " " Jl, r,ivr v - 

My friend, Air. Edmoustoue, had very kindly let me aw,, 
have one of his old negroes, and he constantly attended Sirr "'' 1 - 
me ; his name was Daddy * L *aashi : he had a brave stomach 
for heterogeneous food ; it could digest, and relish too, cay- 
man, monkies, hawks, and grabs. The Daddy made three 
or four meals on this cayman while it was not absolutely 
putrid, and salted the rest. 1 could never yet him to face 
a snake ; the horror he betrayed on seeing one was beyond 
description ; I asked him why he was so terribly alarmed ; 
he said it was by seeing so many dogs, from time to time, 
killed by them. 

Here I had a fine opportunity of examining sevei al .S'/JtVfVs nf 
species of the capriiimlgus. I am fully peistiaded that these 
innocent little birds never suck the L ids : for when they 
approach them, and jump up at their udders, it is to catch 
the flies and insects there. When the moon shone bright, 

I would frequently go and stand within three yards of a 
cow, and distinctly sc:* the eaprinmlgus catch the flies on 
its udder. On looking for them in the forest, during the 
day, I either found them on the ground, or else invariably 
sitting luiii/iiinliii'illj on the branch of a tree, not /nsszasc 
bke all other birds. 

The Wasps’ or Maribuntas, are great plagues in these 77«- 
forests, and require the naturalist to be cautious as lie 
wanders up and down. Some make their nests pendent 
from the branches ; others have them fixed to the under- 
side of a leaf. Xow in passing on, if you happen to dis- 
turb one of these, they sally forth and punish you severely. 

The largest kind is blue: it brings blood where its sting 
enters, and causes pain and inflammation enough to create 
a fever. The Indians make a fire under the nest, and 
after killing or driving away the old ones, they roast, the 
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young guibs in the comb and eat tliem. I tiled them 
dime by e\ay ui' desseit alter dinner, but my stomach was 
i. (tended at tlnii intm-ion ; probably it was more the idea 
than the taste that caused the stomach to lehel. 

Time and expc-iienee hai e convinced me that tlieie is not 
much danger m roving amongst snakes and wild Leasts, 
]>ro\idcd only that you have self-command. You must 
mver appioath them abruptly; it so, }uu are sure to pay 
lor tour lusLness; because the idea of self-defence is pre- 
dominant m every animal, and thus the snake, to defend 
himself hum w hat he considers an attack upon him, makes 
the intruder hud the deadly eifect of his poisonous fangs. 
The jaguar file- at you and knocks you senseless with a 
•'ll'' >ke of Lis paw : whereas, if you had nut come upon 
him too suddenly, it is ten lo one but that lie had retired, 
in lieu of di-puting the path with you. The laharri snake 
i- M-iy poi.-omum, and 1 have often approached within two 
yards of him without fear. I took care to move very softly 
and gently without moving my arms, and he always al- 
lowed me to have a tine view ot him, without showing tlie 
h a-t im lination to make a spring at me. He would appear 
to keep In's eye fixed on me, as though suspicious, but that 
wa- all. Sometimes I have taken a stick ten feet long, 
and placed it on the laburn’.s back. He would then glide 
away without ollering resistance. But when I put the 
end ot the stick abruptly to his head, he immediately 
oj idled In- mouth, tlew at it, and bit it. 

< hie day, wishful to see how the poison comes out of 
the fang- of the -nuke, 1 caught a laharri alive. lie was 
about eight leet long. 1 held him by tlie neck, and my 
hand was so near his jaw, that la* had not room to move 
his head to bile it. This was the only position I could 
have held him iii with safety and effect. To do so, it only 
leipiiic-d a little resolution and coolness. 1 then took a 



WANDERINGS IN SUITE AMERICA. 


•235 


small piece of stick in the other hand, and pressed it Timm 
against the fang, which is invariably in the upper jaw. J 011 -m. v. 
Towards the point of the fang, there is a little ohloiig 
aperture on the convex side of it. Through this, there is 
a communication down the fang to the root, at which lies 
a little hag containing the poison. Now, when the point 
of the fang is pressed, the root of the fang also presses 
against the bag, and sends up a portion of the poison 
therein contained. Thus, when I applied a piece of stii k 
to the point of the fang, there came out of the hole aliipior 
thick and yellow, like strong camomile tea. This was the 
poison, which is so dieadful in its effects, as to render the 
labarri snake one of the most poisonous in the forests of 
Guiana. I once caught a fine labarri, and made it bite 
itself. I forced the poisonous fang into its belly. In a lew 
minutes I thought it was going to die, for it appeared anil 
ami heavy. However, in half an hour’s time, lie was as 
brisk and vigorous as ever, and in the course of the day 
showed no symptoms of being affected. Is then the life 
of the snake proof against its own poison ? This subject is 
not unworthy of the consideration of the naturalist. 

In Guiana there is a little insect in the grass and on the Th< 
slnubs, which the French call Bete-rouge. It is of a beau- 
tiful scarlet colour, and so minute, that you must bring 
your eye close to it before you can perceive it. It is mod 
numerous in the rainy season, its bite causes an intoler- 
able itching. The best way to get rid of it, is to rub the 
part affected with oil or rum. You hum he careful nut to 
scratch it. If you do so, and break the skin, you expu-o 
youiself to a sore. The first year T was in Guiana, the 
bete-rouge, and my own want of knowledge, ami, I may 
add, the little attention I paid to it, created an ulcer above 
the ankle, which annoyed me for six mouths, and if I 
hobbled out into the grass, a number of bete-rouge would 
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settle on the edges of the sore, and increase the inflatnma- 
tiou. 

Still m ote inconvenient, painful, and annoying is another 
little pot, called the Clmgoe. It look-* exactly like a very 
small Ilea, and a stranger would take it for one. However, 
in about four and twenty hums, lie would have several 
broad hint* that he had made a mistake in his ideas of the 
animal. It attacks different paits of the body, hut chiefly 
the feet, betwixt the toe-nails and the llesh. There it 
buries itself, and at fiist causes an itching not unpleasant. 
In a day or so, alter examining the part, you perceive a 
place about the size of a pea, somewhat discoloured, rather 
of a blue appearance. Sometimes it happens that the 
itching is so tiivinl. you are not aware that the miner is at 
work. Time, they say, makes great discoveries. The 
disc domed part turns out to be the nest of the eliogoe 
containing hundreds of eggs, which, if allowed to hatch 
there, the young one* will soon begin to form other nests, 
and in time cause a spreading ulcer. As soon as you 
perceive that you have got the ehegm- in your flesh, you 
must take a needle, m- a sharp-pointed knife, and take it 
out. If the nest be formed, great care must be taken not 
to break it, otherwise some of the eggs remain iu the flesh, 
and then you will soon lu> annoyed with more chegoes. 
After removing the nest, it is well to drop spirit of tur- 
pentine into the hole : that will most effectually destroy 
any chegoetliat may be lurking there. Sometimes I have 
taken four nests out of my feet in the course of the day. 

Every evening, before sundown, it was part of my 
toilette to examine my feet, and see that they were clear 
of chegoes. Xow and then a nest would escape the 
scrutiny, and then I had to smart for it a day or two after. 
A chegoe once lit upon the back of my hand; wishful to 
see how he worked, I allowed him to take possession. He 
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immediately set to work, head foremost, and in about thied 
half an hour he had completely buried himself in the skin. J<J CltyE V - 
I then let him feel tlie point ot my knife, and exterminated 
him. 

More than once, after sitting down upon a rotten stump, Tid*. 

I have found myself covered with Ticks. There is a short 
and easy way to get quit of these unwelcome adherents. 

Make a large fire and stand clo-e to it, and if you be 
covered with ticks, they will all fall off. 

Let us now forget for a while the quadrupeds, serpents, 
and insects, and take a transitory view of the native In- 
dians of these forests. 

Tli ere are five principal nations or tribes of Indians in 
J hitch Guiana, commonly known by the mime 
of TTarow, Arowack. Aeoway, (Atrib, and Macoushi. They ■ lll,na,is - 
live in small hamlets, which coimist of a few huts, never 
exceeding twelve in number. These huts are always in 
the forest, near a river or some creek. They are open on 
all sides, (except those of the Macoushi,) and covered with 
a species of palm leaf. 

Their principal furniture is the hammock. It serves Thnr 
them Loth for chair and bed. It is commonly made of 
cotton; though those of the ‘Warou.-, are formed from the 
mta tree. At night they always make a lire clo-e to it. 

The lieat keeps them warm, and tin* smoke drives away 
the mosquitos and smd-tlies. You sometimes find a table 
m the hut; but it was not made by the Indians, but bv 
some negro, or mulatto carpenter. 

They cut down about an acre or two of the trees which 
surround tile lints, and there plant IVppei, 1’apaw-, Sweet 
and Hitter Ct-sava. ri.tnt.un-. Sweet Potatoes, Yams, 
i’nie-Apples, and Silk-Gra-s. He.sidc.s these, tliev gene- 
rally have a lew acie- in -ome fertile part of the ibre.-t for 
their cassava, which is as bread to them. They make 
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earthen ] nits tu boil their provisions in; and they yet from 
the v lute men flat circular plates of iron, on which they 
bake their cassava. They have to grate the cassava 
before it is piessed, preparatory to baking ; and those In- 
dians who aie too far in the wilds to procure graters from 
the white men, make use of a flat piece of wood, studded 
with sharp stones. They have no cows, horses, mules, 
goats, sheep, or asses. The men hunt and tish, and the 
women woik in the provision ground, and cook their 
victuals. 

In ea'-h hamlet there is the trunk of a large tree, 
hollowed out like a trough. In this, from their cassava, 
they make an abominable ill-tasted and sour kind of fer- 
mented Inpior, called piwarri. They are very fond of it, 
and never tail to get drunk after every brewing. The 
Ireipiencyot the brewing depends upon the superabundance 
of cassava. 

JJnth men and women go without clothes. The men 
have a cotton wrapper, and the women a head-ornamented 
m pi are piece of cotton, about the size of your hand, for 
the tig-leaf. Those far away in the interior, use the bark 
of a tiee for this purpose. They are very clean people, 
and wash in the river, or creek, at least tv ice every day. 
They paint themselves with the roucou, sweetly perfumed 
vitii liuyawa or accaiari. Their hair is black and lank, 
and never curled. The women braid it up fancifully, 
.something in the shape of Ifiana’s head-dress in ancient 
pictures. They have very few diseases. Old age and 
pulmohaiy complaints seem to lie the chief agents for 
reino\ing them to another world. The pulmonary com- 
plaints are generally brought on by a severe cold, which 
they do not know how to arrest in its progress, by the use 
of the lancet. I never saw an idiot amongst them, nor 
could 1 perceive any that were deformed from their birth. 
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Tlieir women never perish in childbed, owing, no doubt, to 
their never wearing stays. 

They have no public religious ceremony. They acknow- 
ledge two superior beings, — a good one, and a bad one. 
They pray to the latter not to hurt them, and they are of 
opinion that the former is too good to do them an injury. 
I suspect, if the truth were known, the individuals of the 
village never otter up a single prayer or ejaculation. They 
have a kind of a priest called a Pee-ay-man. who is an 
enchanter, lie finds out things lost. He mutters prayers 
to the evil spirit over them and their children when they 
are sick. If a fever be in the village, the l’ee-ay-man 
goes about all night long, howling, and making dreadful 
noises, and begs the bad spirit to depait. Hut he has 
veiy seldom to perform this part of his duty, as fevers 
seldom visit the Indian hunlets. However, when a fever 
doss come, and his incantations are of no avail, which I 
imagine is most commonly the ca-sg they abandon the 
place for ever, and make a new settlement elsewhere. 
They consider the owl and the goatsucker as familiars of 
the evil spirit, and never destroy them. 

I could find no monuments or marks of antiquity 
amongst these Indians; so that after penetrating to the 
Iiio Branco, from the shores of the Western Ocean, had 
any body questioned me oil this subject, I should have 
answered, I have seen nothing amongst these Indians 
which tells me that they have existed here for a century; 
though, for aught I know to the contrary, they miv have 
been here before thp Kedemption, hut their total want of 
civilization has assimilated them to the forests in \\ Inch they 
wander. Thus, an aged tree falls and moulders into dust 
and vou cannot tell what was its appearance, its beauties, 
or its diseases amongst the neighbouring trees; another 
has shot up in its place, and after nature has had her 
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course, it will make way for a successor in its turn. So 
it is with the Indian of Guiana; he is now laid low in the 
dust; lie has left no record behind him, either on parch- 
ment, or on a stone, or in earthenware, to say what lie has 
done. Perhaps the place where his buried ruins lie was 
unhealthy, and the survivors have left it long ago, and 
gone far away into the wills. All that you can say is, 
the trees where I stand appear lower and smaller than the 
lest, and from this 1 conjecture, that some Indians may 
have had a settlement here formerly. "Were I by chance 
to meet the son of the father who moulders heie, he could 
tell me that his fither was famous for .slaying tigers and 
sei penis ami caymeu, and noted in the chase of the tapir 
and wild hoar, hut that lie remembers little or nothing of 
Ins grandfather. 

They are Veiy jealnit- of their liberty, and much at- 
tached to their own mode of living. Though those in the 
neighbourhood of the European settlements have constant 
communication with tin- whites, they have no inclination 
to heroine civili-md. Sane Indians who have accompanied 
white men to Europe, on returning to their own land, have 
thrown mf tin ir clothes, and gone back into the forests. 

I u Geurge-tov. n. the capital of Eemeiara, there- is a large 
shed, op, 'll on all .-ides, built lor them ly order of govern- 
ment. Hither the Indians (nine with monkies, parrots, 
how, and arrows, and prg.dla. They sell these to the 
whim 1 1 1 * ■ 1 1 ter nanay. ami too often purchase rum with it, 
to which tlmy ; i re wmibei fully addii ted. 

( to\ eminent allows tic m annual present., in order to 
have tla-ir vices, v, hen the colony deems it necessary to 
scour the forest- in ipm-t of runaway negroes. Formerly 
llie-e expeditions were headed by Ghailes Edmolistone, 
F-(|., now of t ardro-- Park, near I tund.avton. This brave 
colonist never ret i trued from the wood, without being 



\VAXDETiIX(ts IX Son'll AMERP A. 


victorious. Once, in an attack upon the rebel negroes’ 
camp, he led the way, and received two halls in his body ; J 
at the same moment that he was wounded, two of his 
Indians fell dead by his side; he recovered after his. life 
was despaired of, but the balls could never lie extiacted. 

Since the above appeared in print, I have had the 
account of this engagement with the negroes in the forest 
from Air. Edmonstoue’s own mouth. 

He received four slugs in his body, as will be -eon in 
the sequel. 

The plantations of Demerara and Essecpiibo are bounded 
by an almost interminable extent of finest. Hither the 
runaway negroes repair, and form settlements, from 
whence they issue to annoy the colonist-;, as occasion may 
offer. 

In 1801 , the runaway slaves had inc reaped to an alarm- 
ing extent. The Governor gave eiders that an expedition 
should be immediately organized, and proceed to the 
woods, under the command of Charles Edmonstoiie, Esp. 
General ITislop sent him a corporal, a sergeant, and eleven 
men, and he was joined by a part of tlie colonial militia, 
and by sixty Indians. 

TV itli this force Air. Edmonstoiie entered the forest, and 
proceeded in a direction towards Alaliaiea. 

He marched for eight days through swamps, and over 
places obstructed by fallen lives and the husli-rope ; tor- 
mented by myriads of mosiputos, and ever in tear of 
treading 011 the poisonous snakes, which can scarcely he 
distinguished from the fallen leaves. 

At last he leached a wooded sand-hill, where the 
Abiruoiis had intrenched themselves in great force. Xot 
expecting to come so si, on upon them, Air. Edmonstoiie, 
his faithful man Coflee, and two Indian chiefs, found 
themselves consideiably ahead of tin ir own pally. As 
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vet, they weie uupeieeh eel by the enemy, hut, unfortu- 
mitely, one of the Indian chiefs tired a random shot at a 
distant Maroon. Immediately the whole negro camp 
turned out, and formed themselves in a crescent, in front 
of Mr. Edmonstone. Their chief was an uncommonly tine 
negro, about six feet in height ; and his head-dress was 
that of an African warrior, ornamented with a profusion 
of small shells He advanced undauntedly with his pun 
in his hand, and, in insulting language, called out to Mr. 
Edmonstone to come on and light him. 

Mr. Edmonstone approached him slowly, in order to 
give his own men time to come up; hut they were yet too 
far o If for him to profit ly this mameuvre. Coffee, who 
carried Ins master's gun, now stepped up behind him, and 
put the gun into liis hand, whieli Mr. Edmoustuiie received, 
without advancing it to his shoulder. 

He van now within a few yards of the Maroon chief, 
who seemed to betray some symptoms of uncertainty; for 
instead of firing directly at Mr. Edmonstone, lie took a step 
side way 5, and rented his gun against a tree; no doubt with 
the intention of taking a surer aim. Mr. Edmonstone, on 
perceiving this, immediately cocked his gun, and fired it 
oil, still holding it in the position in which he had received 
it from C, illbe. 

1 he whole of t lie contents entered the negro’s bodv, and 
he dropped dead on his face. 

The lie; trues, who had formed in a crescent, now in their 
turn fired a volley, which brought Mr. Edmonstone and 
his two Indian chiefs to the ground. The Maroons did 
not stand to reload, hut on Mr. Edmonstone’ s party 
coming up, they lied precipitately into the surrounding 
forest. 

lour slugs had entered Mr. Edmonstone’ s liodv. After 
coming lo himself, on looking around, lie saw one of the 
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fallen Indian chiefs bleeding by bis side. He accosted T iinu> 
him by name, and said he hoped he was not much hurt. JQ1IlN ' Y 
The dying Indian had just strength enough to answer. 

Oh no, ’ — and then expired. The other chief was lying 
quite dead. lie must have received his mortal wound 
just as he was in the act of cocking his gun to fire on the 
negroes ; for it appeared that the ball which gave him his 
death wound, had carried off the first joint of his thumb, 
and passed through his forehead, By this time his wife, 
who had accompanied the expedition, came lip. She was 
a fine young woman, and had her long black hair fancifully 
braided in a knot on the top of her head, fastened with a 
silver ornament. She unloosed it, and, falling on her 
husband’s body, covered it with her hair, bewailing his 
untimely end with the most heartrending cries. 

The blood was now running out of Air. Edmonstone’s 
shoes. On being raised up, he ordered his men to pursue the 
Hying Maroons, requesting at the same time that lie might 
be left where he had fallen, as he felt that he was mortally 
wounded. They gently placed him on the ground, and 
after the pursuit of the Alarcons had ended, the corporal 
and sergeant returned to their commander, and formed 
their men. On his asking what this meant, the sergeant 
replied, “ I had the Oeneral’s orders, on setting out from 
town, not to leave you in the forest, happen what might.'’ 

By slow and careful marches, as much as the obstructions 
in the woods would admit of, the party reached Plantation 
Alliance, on the bank of the Demerara, and from thence it 
crossed the river to Plantation ATede«tein. 

The news of the rencounter had been spread far and 
wide by the Indians, and bad already reached town. 

T1 ie General, Captains Alacrai and Johnstone, and Doctor 
Dunkin, proceeded to Yredestein. On examining Air. 
Edmonstoue’s wounds, four slugs were found to have 
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entered the body : one was extracted, the rest remained 
there till the year 1824. when another was cut out by a 
professional gentleman of Tort Glasgow. The other two 
still remain in the body ; and it is supposed that either 
one or both have touched a neive, as they cause almost 
continual pain. Mr. Edmonstone has commanded fifteen 
different expeditions in the forest in cptest of the Maroons. 
The ( 'olonial Government has requited his services, by 
freeing his property from all taxes, and presenting him a 
handsome sword, and a silver urn, bearing the following 
inscription : 

" Pie-eiitvil to CiiaelL' Emk'X>1"Xi:, E“g. by the Oovcmiir and 
Court of Policy of the Colony of Pemerara, nv a token of tilth 
esteem, and the deep seimc they entertain of the veiy gieat activity 
and ■'[lint manifested by him on various occasions m his successful 
cv rtions for the internal security of the Colony. — Juitnury lot, 

lso',1. ’ 

I do not believe that there is a single Indian in < i-dcra,it 
Dutch Guiana who cam read ur write, nor am I aware that 
any white man has reduced their language to the rules 
of grammar; some may have made a short manuscript 
vocabulary of the few necessary words, but that is all. 
Here and there a white man, and some few people of 
colour, talk the language well. The temper of the Indian 
of Guiana is mild and gentle, and he is very fond of his 
children. 

tsome ignorant travellers and colonists call these Indians 
a lazy race. Man in general will not he active without an 
object. Xou when the Indian has caught plenty of fish, 
and killed game enough to last him fur a week, what need 
has he to range the forest ? He has no idea of making 
pleasure-grounds. Money is of no use to him, for in these 
wilds there are no markets for him to frequent, nor mil- 
liners' shops for his wife and daughters ; he has no taxes to 
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pay, no highways to keep up, no poor to maintain, nor 
army nor navy to supply : he lies in his hammock Loth 
night and day ffor he has no chair or bed, neither does he 
want them), and in it he forms his Low, and makes his 
arrows, and repairs his fishing tackle. But as soon as lie 
has consumed his provisions, he then rouses himself, and, 
like the lion, scours the forest in quest of food. He 
plunges into the river after the deer and tapir, and swims 
across it ; passes through swamps and quagmires, and 
never fails to obtain a sufficient supply of food. Should 
the approach of night stop his career, while he is hunt- 
ing the wild boar, he stops for the niglit, and continues the 
chase the next morning. In niy way through the wilds to 
the Portuguese frontier, I had a proof of this : we were 
eight in number, six Indians, a negro, and imxdf. About 
ten o'clock in the morning, we observed the feet-mark ol 
the wild hoars: we judged by the freshness of the marks 
that they had passed that way early the same morning. 
As we were not gifted, like the hound, with scent, and as 
we had no dog with us, we followed their track by the eye. 
The Indian after game is as sure with his eye as the dog 
is with his nose. We followed the herd till three in the 
afternoon, t lien gave up the chase for the present; made 
our fires close to a creek where there was plenty of fidi, 
and then arranged tile hammocks. In an hour the Indians 
shot more fish with their arrows than we could consume. 
The night was beautifully serene and dear, and the moon 
shone as bright as day. Xext morn we rom at dawn, got 
breakfast, pai kod up, each tonic In’s burden, and then we 
put ourselves on tile track of the wild hoars, which we had 
been following the day before. W c supposed that they, 
too, would sleep that night in the i'ore-t, as we had done: 
and thus the delay on our part would he no di-advanlaeo 
to us. This was ju,t the ease, for about nine o'clock their 
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feet-inarks became fresher and fresher : we now doubled 
uur pace, but did not give mouth like hounds. We pushed 
on in silence, and soon came up with them; there were 
above one hundred of them ; we killed six, and the rest 
took off in different directions. But to the point. 

Amongst us the needy man works from light to dark for 
a maintenance. Should this man chance to acquire a 
fortune, he soon changes his habits. Xo longer under 
“ strong necessity's supreme command," lie contrives to 
get out of bed betwixt nine and ten in the morning. His 
servant helps him to dress, he walks on a soft carpet to 
his breakfast table, his wife pours out his tea, and his 
servant hands him his toast. After breakfast, the doctor 
advises a little gentle exercise in the carriage for an hour 
or so. At dinner-time he sits down to a table groaning 
beneath the weight of heterogeneous luxury; there he 
rests upon a chair for three or four hours, eats, drinks, and 
talks (often unmeaningly) till tea is announced. He pro- 
ceeds slowly to the drawing-room, and there spends the host 
part of his time in sitting, till his wife tempts him with 
something warm for supper. After supper, he still remains 
on his chair at rest, till lie retires to rest for the night. 
He mounts leisurely up stairs upon a carpet, and enters 
his bed-room : there, one would hope, that at least lie 
mutters a prayer or two, though perhaps not on bended 
knee : he then lets himself drop into a soft and downy 
lied, over which has just passed the comely Jenny’s 
warming-pan. Xow, could the Indian in his turn See this, 
lie would call the white men a lazy, indolent set. 

Perhaps then, upon due reflection, you would draw this 
conclusion ; that men will always be indolent where there 
is no object to rouse them. 

As the Indian of (luiaua has no idea whatever of com- 
municating his intentions by writing, he has fallen upon 
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a plan of communication sure and simple. When two or 
three families have determined to come down the river 
and pay you a visit, they send an Indian beforehand with 
a string of heads. You take one head otf every day; and 
on the day that the string is beadles-*, they arrive at your 
house. 

In finding their way through these pathless wilds, the 
sun is to them wh.it Ariadne's clue was to Theseus. When 
he is on the meridian, they generally sit down, and rove 
onwards again as soon as lie has siitiicieutly declined to 
the west : they require no other compass. When in chase, 
they break a twig on the hushes as they pass by every 
three or four hundred paces, and this often prevents them 
from losing their way on their return. 

Y'ou will not he long in the forests of < luiuna, before 
you perceive how very thinly they are inhabited. You 
may wander for a week together without seeing a hut. 
The uild Leasts, snakes, the swamps, the trees, the un- 
curbed luxuriance of everything around you, cou-pire to 
inform you that man has no habitation here — man Las 
seldom passed this way. 
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i > 1 - owvy of a ].n y C nul.cmira -nuke. — A Bush-master. — Stag swallowed 
liv a Boa. — Xegi'O'.s and the snake. — Arrangements for the attack. — 
The snake struck. — harrying ofi the enemy. — A snake in a hag. — An 
iin.[Uiet night. — Di-section of the snake. — Paddy Quasln and his ill end 
ot snake- — Capture of a C'unlacauaia. — Vultures and their food. — 
Hahn- ot Vitltuie-. — The Auia Miltme. — Black vultuies. — Severe 
1 .1 i-ti i s. — An iiejui-itive Jaguar. — J-T.U -hooting. — (loatsurkers and 
Cdinp it "'.I. 

Li.r us now return to natural history. There was a 
prison nuking shingles, with twenty or thirty negroes, 
not hir from Hibiri-Inll. I had ottered a reward to any of 
tin ‘in who Mould lind a good— i/eil snake in the forest, and 
come and let me know where it was. Often had these 
negroes looked tor a large snake, and as often been dis- 
appointed. 

( >ne Sunday morning I met one of them in the forest, 
and usked him which way lie was going: he said he was 
owing towards ’Wurratilla creek to hunt an armadillo : and 
hi- hel In- little dog with him. On coming hack, about 
noon, ihe (log Tog, ui to hark at the root of a large tree, 
Mhi'h had b-i.n up-ct by the whiilw ind, and was lying 
tin-re ;n a giaduul -tate of decay. The negro said, lie 
thought his dog Mas harking at an aeouri, which had pro- 
bably taken refuge under the tree, and he went up with an 
intention to kill it: he there saw a snake, and hastened 
back to inform me of it. 
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The sun had just passed the meridian in a cloudless sky ; minu 
there was scarcely a bird to be seen, for the winged inhabit- J0T r,N1 
ants of the forest, as though overcome by heat, had retired A 

° * . . ic't / /V / >,t ,/ 

to the thickest shade : all would have been like midnight umi.. . 
silence, were it not for the shrill voice of the I’i-pi-yo, 
every now and then resounding from a distant tree. I was 
sitting with a little Horace in my hand, on what had once 
been the steps which formerly led up to the now moulder- 
ing and dismantled building. The negro and his little 
dog came down the hill in haste, and I was soon informed 
that a snake had been discovered; but it was a young 
one, called the Tush-master, a rare and poisonous snake. 

I instantly rose up, and laying hold of the eight-foot 
lance, which was close by me, ‘* Well then, Daddy," said I, 
we’ll go and have a look at the snake." I was barefoot, 
with an old hat, and check shirt, and trousem on, and a 
pair of braces to keep them up. The negro had Ins cutlass, 
and as we ascended the hill, another negro, armed with a 
cutlass, joined us, judging, from our pace, that there was 
something to do. The little dog came along with us, and 
when we had got about half a mile in the forest, the negro 
stopped, and pointed to the fallen tree : all was still and 
silent : I told the negroes not to stir from the place where 
they were, and keep the little dog in, and that I would go 
in and reconnoitre. 

I advanced up to the place slow and cautious. 'The 

snake was well concealed, but at la-t T made him out; it 

was u Coulacanara. not pohonou-, but large enough to have ^ 

^ . * it ill 

crushed any of us to death. ( hi niua^uriiri him atUTWards, 
he was something more than fourteen feet long. Tin’s 
species of snake is very rare, and much thicker, in pro- 
portion to his length, than any other .make in the forest. 

A coulacanara of fourteen feet in length is as thick as a 
common boa of twenty-four. After skinning this make 1 
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iHir.n c -mid easily get my head into his nioutli, os the singular 
hirruation of the jaws admits of wonderful extension. 

A I Hit eh friend of mine, by name Brouwer, killed a Boa, 
twenty-two feet Ion", with a pair of stag’s horns in his 
mouth : he had ■swallowed the stay, but could not yet the 
horns down : so lie had to wait in patience with that un- 
comfortable mouthful till his stomach digested the body, 
and then the horns would drop out. In this plight the 
Dutchman found him as he was going in his canoe up the 
liter, and sent a ball through liis head. 

On ascertaining the si/e of the serpent which the negro 
had just found, I retired slowly the way I came, and 
promised four dollars to the negro who liad shown it to me. 
and one to the other who had joined us. Aware that the 
day was on the decline, and that the approach of night 
would be detrimental to the dissection, a thought struck 
me that 1 could take him alive. I imagined if T could 
strike him with the lance behind the head, and pin him to 
the ground, I might succeed in capturing him. When I 
told this to the negroes, they hogged and entreated me to 
let them go for a gun, and bring more force, as they were 
sure the snake would kill some of us. 

L had been at the siege of Troy for nine years, and it 
would not do now to cairy hack to (Ireece, “nil decimo 
nisi dedecus anno. 1 moan, I had been in search of a 
large serpent for years, mid now having come up with one, 
it did not become me to turn soft. So, taking a cutlass 
from one of the negroes, and then ranging both the sable 
slaves behind me, 1 told them to follow me, and that 1 
would cut them down it they ollel'ed to llv. I smiled as I 
said this, hut they shook their heads in silence, and seemed 
to have but a bad heart of it. 

A hen Me got up to the place, the serpent had not stirred, 
but I could see nothing of his head, and I judged by the 
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folds of his body that it must bo at the farthest side of his 
den. A species of woodbine had formed a complete mantle 
over the branches of the fallen tree, almost impervious to 
the rain, or the rays of the sun. Probably he hadresoited 
to this sequestered place for a length of time, as it boie 
marks of an ancient settlement. 

I now took my knife, determining to cut away the wood- 
bine, and break the twigs in the gentlest manner possible, 
till I could get a view of his head. One negro stood guard 
close behind me with the lance ; and near him the other 
with a cutlass. The cutlass which I had taken from the 
first negro was on tire ground close by me in case of need. 

After working in dead silence for a quarter of an hour, 
with one knee all the time on the ground, I had cleared 
away enough to see his head. Tt appeared corning out 
betwixt the first and second coil of his body, and was flat 
on the ground. This was the very position I wished it to 
be in. 

I rose in silence and retreated very slowly, making a 
sieii to the negroes to do the same. The dog was sitting at 

o o os 

a distance in mute observance. I could now read in the 
face of the negroes, that they considered this a very un- 
pleasant affair ; and they made another attempt to persuade 
me to let them go for a gun. 1 smiled in a good-natured 
manner, and made a feint to cut them down with tin* 
weapon I had in my hand. This was all the answer 1 
made to their request, and they looked veiy uneasy. 

It must be observed, we were now about twenty yards 
from the snake's den. I now ranged the negroes behind 
me, and told him who stood next to me to lay hold of the 
lance the moment I struck the snake, and that the other 
must attend my movements. It now only remained to 
take their cutlasses from them, for I iv;s sure, if T did not 
disarm them, they would be tempted to strike the «nako in 
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time of danger, an l tlms for ever spoil his skin. On tak- 
ing their cutlasses from them, if I might judge from their 
physiognomy, they seemed to consider it as a most in- 
tolerable act of tyranny in me. Probably nothing kept 
them from bolting, but the consolation that I was to be be- 
twixt them and the snake. Indeed, my own lieait, in spite 
of all I could do, heat quicker than usual ; and I felt those 
sensations which one has on board a merchant-vessel in 
war time, when the captain orders all hands on deck to 
prepare for action, while a strange vessel is coming down 
upon us under suspicious colours. 

We went slowly on in silence, without moving our arms 
or heads, in order to prevent all alarm as much as possible, 
lest the snake should glide olf, or attack us in self-defence. 
1 canied the lance perpendicularly before me, with the 
point about a foot from the ground. The snake hud not 
moved; and on getting up to him, I struck him with the 
lance on the near .-idle, just behind the neck, and pinned 
him to the ground. That moment, the negro next to me 
seized the lance, and held it firm in its place, while 1 
dashed head foremost into the den to grapple with the 
snake, and to get hold of his tail before he could do any 
mischief. 

< >n pinning him to the ground with the lance, he gave a 
tremendous loud hiss, and the little dog tun away, howling 
a- he went. We had a sharp fray in the den, the rotten 
•sticks (lying on all sides, and each party struggling for 
superiority. I called out to the second negro to throw 
hiin=e!l upon me, I iound I was not heavy enough. He 
did so, and the additional weight was of great service. 1 
luul now got firm hold of his tail ; and alter a violent 
struggle or two, he gave in, finding himself overpowered. 
This was the moment to secure him. So, while the first 
negro continued to hold the lance firm to the ground, and 
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the other was helping me, I contrived to unloose my 
braces, and with them tied up the snake's month. 

The snake now finding himself in an unpleasant situa- 
tion, tried to better himself, and set resolutely to work, 1 >ut 
we overpowered him. We contrived to make him twist 
himself round the shaft of the lance, and then prepared to 
convey him out of tire forest. I stood at his head and 
held it firm under my arm, one negro supported the belly, 
and the other the tail. In this order we began to move 
slowly towards home, and reached it after resting ten times ; 
for the snake was too heavy for us to support him without 
stopping to recruit our strength. As we proceeded onwards 
with him, he fought hard for freedom, but it was all in 
vain. The day was now too far spent to think of dissect- 
ing him. Had I killed him, a partial putrefaction would 
have taken place before morning. I had brought with me 
up into the forest a strong bag, largo enough to contain any 
animal that I should want to dissect. I considered this 
the best mode of keeping live wild animals when I was 
pressed for daylight ; for the bag yielding in every direc- 
tion to their eilbrts, they would have nothing solid or fixed 
to work on, and thus would be prevented from making a 
hole through it. I say fixed, for after the mouth of the 
bag was closed, the bag itself was not fastened or tied to 
anything, but moved about wherever the animal inside 
caused it to roll. After securing afresh the mouth of the 
eoulaeanara, so that be could not open it, lie was forced 
into this bag, and left to his late till morning. 

I cannot say he aliened me to have a cpiiet night. My 
hammock was in the loft just above him, and the floor 
betwixt us, half gone to decay, so that in parts of it no 
boards intervened betwixt his lodging-loom and mine, lie 
was very restless and fretful ; and had Medusa been my 
wife, there could not have been more continued and 
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di-agreeable hissing in the bedchamber that night. At day- 
break. I -ent to borrow ten of the negroes who were cut- 
ting wood at a distance : I could have done with half that 
number, but judged it most prudent to have a good force, 
in case lie should try to escape from the house when we 
opened the bag. However, nothing serious occurred. 

We untied the mouth of the hag, kept him down by 
main force, and then I cut his throat. lie bled like an ox. 
Bv six o’clock the same evening, lie was completely dis- 
sected. On examining his teeth, I observed that they were 
all bent like tenter-hooks, pointing down his throat, and 
not so large or strong as I expected to have found them ; 
but they are exactly suited to what they are intended by 
nature to perform. The snake does not masticate his food, 
and thus the only service his teeth have to perform is to 
seize his prey, and hold it till he swallows it whole. 

Tn general, the skins of snakes are sent to museums 
without the head : for when the Indians and Negroes kill 
a snake, they seldom fail to cut oh the head, and then they 
run no risk from its teeth. When the skin is stuffed in 
the museum, a wooden head is substituted, armed with 
teeth which are large enough to suit a tiger’s jaw; and 
this tends to mislead the spectator, and give him erroneous 
ideas. 

lim ing this fray with the serpent, the old negro, Daddy 
• juashi, was in Georgetown procuring provisions, and just 
returned in time to help to take the skin off. He had 
.-'pent best part of his life in the forest with his old master, 
Air. Kdmonstone, and amused me much in recounting their 
many adventures amongst the wild hearts. The Daddy 
laid a particular horror of snakes, and frankly declared he 
could never have faced the one in question. 

The week following, his courage was put to the test, and 
he made good Ins words. It was a curious conflict, and 



'WAXI'EPJXGS IX Snrril AMERICA. 


took place near the spot wlicie I liad captured the huge 
snake. In the morning I had keen following a new species 
of parorpiet, and the day being rainy, I had taken an um- 
brella to keep tile gun dry, and had left it under a tree ; 
in the afternoon I took Daddy Quashi with me to look for 
it. Whilst he was searching about, curiosity took me to- 
w ards the place of the late scene of action. There was a 
path where timber had fovmeily been dragged along. Here 
I observed a young coulucanara, ten feet long, slowly mov- 
ing onwards ; I saw he was not thick enough to break my 
arm in case he got twisted round it. There was not a 
moment to he lost. I laid hold of his tail with the left 
hand, one knee being on the ground ; with the right 1 took 
my hat, and held it a.- you would hold a shield for defence. 

The snake instantly turned, and came on at me, with his 
head about a yard from the ground, as if to ask me, what 
business I had to take liberties villi his tail. I let him 
come, hissing and open-mouthed, within two feet of my 
face, and then, with all the force I was master of, I drove 
my fi-t, shielded by my hat, full in his jaws, lie was 
stunned and confounded by tiro blow, and ere he could re- 
cover himself, I had seized his throat with both hands, in 
such a position that he could not bite me ; I then allowed 
him to coil himself round my body, and marched off with 
him as my lawful prize. He pressed me hard, but not 
alarmingly so. 

In the meantime, Paddy Qnaslii having found the um- 
brella, and having heard the noise which the fray occa- 
sioned, was coming cautiously up. As soon as lie saw me, 
and in what company 1 was, he turned about and ran off 
home, I after him, and shunting to increase hi' fear, tin 
scolding him for his cowardice, the old rogue begged that I 
would forgive him. for that the sight of the snake had 
positively turned him sick at stomach. 
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Hurd When I had done with the carcase of the large snake, it 
je i. unk y. wa5 conveyef i into the forest, as I expected that it would 
attract the king of the vultures, as soon as time should 
have rendered it sufficiently savoury. Iu a few days it 
sent forth that odour which a carcass should send forth, 
and about tweutv of the common vultures came and 
perched on the neighbouring trees ; the king of the 
vultures came too; and I observed that none of the 
common ones seemed inclined to begin breakfast till his 
majesty had finished. When he had consumed as much 
snake as nature informed him would do him good, he 
retired to the top of a high mora-tree, and then all the 
common vultures fell to, and made a hearty meal. 

Th- Kn'j The head and neck of the king of the vultures are bare 
i'-lrJl'.i' of feathers; hut the beautiful appearance they exhibit 
fades in death. The throat and the back of the neck are 
of a fine lemon colour ; both sides of the neck, fioni the 
cam downwards, of a rich scarlet; heLind the corrugated 
pait there is a white spot. The crown of the head is 
scarlet ; betwixt the lower -mandible and the eye, and close 
by the ear, there is a part which has a fine silvery blue 
appearance ; the corrugated part is of a dirty light brown ; 
behind it. and ju.-t above the white spot, a portion of the 
skin is blue, and the rest scarlet ; the skin which juts out 
behind the neck, and appears like an oblong caruncle, is 
blue in part, and part orange. 

The hill is mange and black, the caruncles on his fore- 
head orange, and the cere orange ; the orbits scarlet, and 
the hides white, lie-low the bare pait of the neck there is 
a ( iiH-remis ruff. The bag of the stomach, which is only 
seen when distended with loud, is of a most delicate, 
white, intersected with blue veins, which appear on it just 
like the blue veins on the arm of a fair-complexioned 
per-on. 
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Tlie tail ami lung wing-feathers are Murk, the 
white, and the rest of the body a line satin coh’ur. 

I cannot he persuaded that the vultures ever feed upon 
live animals, not even upon lizards, rats, mice, or frogs ; I 
liave watched them for hours together, hut never could see 
them touch any living animals, though innumerable lizards, 
frogs, and small birds swarmed all around them. T have 
killed lizards and frogs, and put them in a proper place for 
observation; as soon as they began to stink, the Aura 
vulture invariably came and took them off 1 have fre- 
quently observed, that the day after the planter had burnt 
the trash in a cane-field, the aura vulture was sure to he 
there, feeding on the snakes, li/ar K and fines which had 
suffered in the conflagration. J often saw a large bird 
(very much like the common gregarious vulture at a dis- 
tance) catch and devour lizards; alter shooting one. it 
turned out to he not a vulture, hut a hawk, with a tail 
squarer and shorter than hawks have in general. The 
vultures, like the goatsucker and woodpecker, seem to he 
in disgrace with man. They are generally termed a 
voracious, stinking, cund. and ignoble tribe. Under these 
impressions, the fowler discharges his mm at them, and 
probably thinks he lias done well in ridding the earth of 
stub v c l mi n. 

Some governments impose a fine on him who kills a 
vulture. This is a salutary law, mid it were to lie wished 
that other governments would follow so good an example. 
I would fain hero say a word or two in favour of this 
v al liable scavenger. 

Kind Trovidelice lias Coll levied a blrwiia (111 hot 
complies in giving them the vulture; lu- lias 01 tiered it to 
consume that which, if left to dissuhe i u pmn faction, 
would infect the air, and produce a pestilence 'When full 
of food, the vulture eeitainly appeals an iudoh m bud ; he 
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will stand for liours together on the branch of a tree, or on 
the top of a house, with his wings drooping, and, after rain, 
with them spread and elevated to catch the rays of the 
sun. It has been remarked by naturalists, that the flight 
of this bird is laborious. I have paid attention to the 
vulture in Andalusia, and to those in Guiana, Brazil, and 
the "West Indies, and conclude that they are birds of long, 
even, and lofty flight. Indeed, whoever has observed the 
aura vulture, will he satisfied that his flight is wonderfully 
majestic, and of long continuance. 

The bird is above five feet from wing to wing extended. 
You will see it soaring aloft in the aerial expanse on 
pinions which never flutter, and which at the same time 
carry him through the fields of ether with a rapidity equal 
(o that of flie golden eagle. In Paramaribo the laws pro- 
tect the vulture, and the Spaniards of Angustura never 
think of molesting him. In lm)s, I saw the vultures in 
that cit v as tame as domestic fowls: a person who had 
never seen n vulture would have taken them for turkeys. 
They were very useful to the Spaniards ; and had it not 
been for them, the refuse of the slaughter-houses in 
Angustura would have caused an intolerable nuisance. 

The common black, short, square-tailed vulture, is gre- 
garious ; hut the aura vulture is not so; for, though you 
may see fifteen or twenty of them feeding on the dead 
vermin in a cane-field, after the trash has been set fire to, 
still, if you have paid attention to their arrival, you will 
have observed ihat they came singly and retired singly, 
and thus their being all together in the same field was 
merely accidental, and caused by eac-h one smelling the 
effluvia ns lie was soaring through the sky to look out 
tor food. I have watched twenty come into a cane-field : 
they anived one by one, and from different parts of 
tlie heavens. Hence we may conclude, that though the 
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other species of vulture are gregarious, the aura vulture Timm 
is not. 

If you dissect a vulture that has just been feeding on 
carrion, you must expect that your olfactory nerves will he 
somewhat offended with the rank effluvia from his craw ; 
just as they would be were you to dissect a citizen after 
the Lord Mayor’s dinner. If, on the contrary, the vulture 
be empty at the time you commence the operation, there 
will be no offensive smell, but a strong scent of musk. 

I had long wished to examine the native haunts of the 
Cayman; but as the river Demerara did not afford a 
specimen of the large kind, I was obliged to go to the 
river Essequibo to look for one. 

I got the canoe ready, and went down in it to George- 
town ; where, having put in the necessary articles for the 
expedition, not forgetting a couple of large shark-hooks, 
with chains attached to them, and a coil of strong new 
rope, I hoisted a little sail, which I had got made on 
purpose, and at six o’clock in the morning shaped our 
course for the river Essequibo. I had put a pair of shoes 
on to prevent the tar at the bottom of the canoe from 
sticking to my feet. The sun was flaming hot, and from 
eleven o'clock till two beat perpendicularly upon the top 
of my feet, betwixt the shoes and the trousers. Xot 
feeling it disagreeable, or being in the least aware of 
painful consequences, as I had been barefoot for months, I 
neglected to put on a pair of short stockings which I had 
with me. I did not reflect, that sitting still in one place, 
with your feet exposed to the sun, was very different from 
being exposed to the sun while in motion. 

We went ashore in the Essequibo, about three o’clock in Sufm 
the afternoon, to choose a place for the night’s residence, "['n thffH't 
to collect firewood, and to set the fish-hooks. It was then/' 1 "" 1 ™- 
that T first began to find my legs very painful : they soon 
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liinu, became much inhumed and red and blisicied; and it 
"- " 1:SE V - required considerable caution not to brusl the blisteis, 
otherwise sores would have ensued. I immediately got 
into the hammock, and there passed a painful and sleep- 
less night, and for two days after I was disabled from 
walking. 

;,i _\1>< nit midnight, as T was lying awake, and in great 

pain, I heai 1 1 the Indian s.iy, *• Massa, nmssa, you no hear 
■fiiyi""- x iuer ' I listened attenth ely, and heard the softly sound- 
’ ' mg tread of his feet as he approached us. The moon had 
gone down: hut every now and then we could get a glance 
ol him by the light of our tire : lie was the jaguai, for 1 
could see the spots on his body. Had I wished to have 
fired at him, I was not able to take a sure aim, for I was in 
sia h pain that 1 could not turn myself in my hammock. 
The Indian Mould have fired, hut I would not allow him to 
do mi, is 1 wanted to see a little more of our new visitor; 
lm it E not everv dav or night that the traveller is favoured 
with an uiidistmbed sight of the jauuur in bin own forests. 

Whenever the tire got low, the jaguar came a little 
nearer, and when the Indian renewed it, he retired 
ahiuptly ; sometimes lie would come within twenty yards, 
and then we had a view of him, sitting on his hind legs 
like a dog; sometimes lie moved slowly to and fro, and 
at other time's ue Could hear him mend his pace, as if 
impatient. At last the Indian, not rebelling tlie idea of 
having si a -h companv in the neighbourhood, could contain 
himse-ll nu longer, and set up a most tremendous yell. 
1 he jaguar bounded olt like a racehorse, and returned no 
more ; it appeared by the print of his feet the next morn- 
ing that lie wm a full-grown jaguar, 
f; Iu two days alter this we got to the- first falls in the Es- 
i ;, . •-‘‘lUihii, 1 here was a superb bairie-r of rock-, quite arrows 
tic ri\i-r. In the uiiny reason these rocks are lor the most 
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part under water ; lmt it being now dry weather, we liad a -nunn 
tine view of them, while the water from the river above ,T " lK ' N1 ‘ ' 
them rushed through the dilfereut openings in majestic 
grandeur. Here, on a little hill, jutting out into the river, 
stands the house of Alts. Peterson, the last house of people 
of colour up this river ; I hired a negro from her, and a 
coloured man, who pretended that they knew tlie haunts of 
the cayman, and understood everything about taking him. 

AYe weie a day in passing these falls and rapids, celebrated 
forthe Paeon, the richest and most delicious lishin Guiana. 

The coloured man was now in his element: he stood in the 
head of the canoe, and with his how and arrow shot the 
paeon as the} were swimming in the stream. The arrow 
had scarcely left the how before lie had plunged headlong 
into the river, and seized the lisli a- it was struggling with 
it. He dived and swam like an otter, and rarely missed the 
iish lie aimed at. 

Hid my pen, gentle reader, possess descriptive powers, I 
would here give thee an idea of the enchanting scenery of 
the Esseiptiho ; hut that not being the case, thou must be 
contented v itli a moderate and well-intended attempt. 

Nothing could he more lovely than the appearance of $, 
the forest on each side of this noble liver, ilills rose on 
bills in tine gradation, all covered with trees of gigantic 
height and size. Here their leaves wore of a lively purple, 
and there of the deepest green. Sometimes the Caraeura 
extended its scarlet blossoms from branch to branch, and 
gave the tree the appeal anee as though it had been hung 
with gailamK 

This delighttul -emery nt tlu* l.--i. ipubo made the soul 
overflow with joy. ami earned you to rove in fanev tlirouuh 
fair} -land ; till, on turning an angle of the river, vou were 
recalled to more sober letlectioiis on st eing the once 
grand ami tow < ling moia, now dead and ragged in its top- 
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most branches, while its aged trank, undermined hy the 
rushing torrent, hung as though in sorrow over the river, 
which, ere long, would receive it, and sweep it away for ever. 

During the dajy the trade-wind blew a gentle and re- 
freshing breeze, which died away as the night set in, and 
then the river was as smooth as glass. 

The moon was within three days of being full, so that 
we did not regret the loss of the sun, which set in all its 
splendour. Scarce had he sunk behind the western hills, 
when the Goatsuckers sent forth their soft and plaintive 
cries ; some often repeating, “ Who are you — who, who, 
who are you ? ” and others, “ Willy, Willy, Willy come go.” 

The Indian and Daddy Quaslii often shook their heads at 
this, and said they were bringing talk from Yabahou, who 
is the evil spirit of the Esscpiibo. It was delightful to sit 
on the branch of a fallen tree, near the water’s edge, and 
listen to these harmless birds as they repeated their even- 
ing song ; and watch the owls and vampires as they every 
now and then passed up and down the river. 

The next day, about noon, as we were proceeding on- 
wards, we heard the Campanero tolling in the depth of the 
forest. Though I should not then have stopped to dissect 
even a rare bird, having a greater object in view, still I 
could not resist the opportunity offered of acquiring the 
campanero. The place where he was tolling was low and 
swampy, and my legs not having quite recovered from the 
effects of the sun, I sent the Indian to shoot the campanero. 
He got up tu the tree, which lie described as very high, 
■with a naked top, and situated in a swamp. He fired at 
the bird, but either missed it, or did not wound it suffi- 
ciently to bring it down. This was the only opportunity I 
had of getting a campanero during this expedition. We 
had never heard one toll before this morning, and never 
heard one after. 
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About an hcmr before sunset, we readied the place which 
the two men who had joined us at the falls pointed out 
as a proper one to find a Cayman. There was a large 
creek close by, and a sand-bank gently sloping to the 
water. Just within the forest on this bank, we cleared a 
place of brushwood, suspended the hammocks from the 
trees, and then picked up enough of decayed wood for 
fuel. 

The Indian found a large land tortoise, and this, with 
plenty of fresh fish which we had in the canoe, allbrded a 
supper not to be despised. 

The tigers had kept up a continued roaring every night 
since we had entered the Ibseijuibo. Tire sound was 
awfully fine. »Suiiietimes it was in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood ; at other times it was far olf, and echoed 
amongst the hills like distant thunder. 

It may, perhaps, not be amiss to obsen e here, that when 
the word tiger is used, it dees not mean the Bengal tiger. 
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It mean' the jaguar, whoso -Icin i- beautifully spotted. and 
not striped like that of the tiger in the It is, in iact, 

the tiger of the tie tv 'world, and receiving the name of tiger 
from the discovered of South America it has kept it ever 
Alice. It is a cruel, strong, aud dangerous beast, but nut 
So courageous its the Bengal tiger. 

We now baited a sliurk-hook with a large ii'li, aud put 
it upon a hoard about a yard long, and one foot bioad, 
which we had brought on purpose. This hoard was carried 
out in the canoe, about forty yards into the liver. By 
means of a suing, long enough to reach the bottom of the 
liver, and at the end of which string was fastened a stone, 
the hoard was kept, as it were, at anchor. One end of the 
new rope I had bought in town was reeved tlnough the 
chain ot the -hark-hook, and the other end fastened to a 
tree on the "und-hank. 

It was n uw an hour after sunset. The sky was cloud- 
less, ami the moon slmne beautifully blight. There was 
not a breath of wind in the huivens, and the river seemed 
like a huge plain of quicksilver. Every now and then a 
huge H-h would strike and plunge in tin* water; then the 
owls and goatsuckers would continue their lamentations, 
and the sound of tlio-e was lost in the prowling tiger's 
giowl. Then all was still again, aud silent as midnight. 

The Laymen were imw upon the stir, and at intervals 
their noise could he distinguished amid that of the jaguar, 
the owls, tin- goatsuckers, and frogs. It was a singular and 
awful sound. It was like a suppressed sigh, bursting forth 
all ol a sudden, and so loud that you might hear it abate 
a mile oif. First one emitted this horrible noise, and then 
another ansueit d him ; and on looking at the countenances 
of the people around tne, 1 could plainly see that they 
expected to hate a cayman that night. 

We wav at supper, when the Indian, who seemed to 
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Lave Lad cue eye on tlie turtle-pot and the other on the 
halt in the river, said lie saw the cayman cumins'. 

Upon looking towards the place, there appealed some- 
thing on the water like a black lug of wood. It was so 
unlike any thing alive, that I uuiibted if it were a cay- 
man ; but the Indian smiled, and said he was sure it was 
one, fur he remembered seeing a cayman, some years ago, 
when he was in the Essequibo. 

At last it gradually approached the bait, and the board 
began to move. The moon shone- so bright that we could 
distinctly see him open his huge jaws, ami take in the 
bait. We pulled the rope. He immediately let diop the 
bait; and then we saw his black head ion-eating ftmu the 
board, to the distance of a few yard-, and tlieie it remained 
quite motionless. 

He did not seem inclined tu advance again ; and so we 
finished our supper. In about an lwurT time lie again 
put himself in motion, and took laid of the bait, lint, 
probably, suspecting that he had to deal with knaves and 
cheats, he held it in his mouth but did not swallow it. 
We pulled the rope again, but with no better success than 
the first time. 

lie retreated as u-ual, and came back again in about an 
hour. We paid him every attention till three o'clock in 
the morning ; when, worn out with disappointment, we 
went to the hammocks, turned in. and tell asleep. 

When day broke, we found that he had contrived to get 
the bait from the hook, though we had tied n on with string. 
We had now no inure hope' of taking a cayman till the 
return of night. The Indian took oil into the wood', and 
brought back a noble supply of g line. The vest of us 
went into the canoe, and proceeded up the liver to shoot 
fish. We got even more than we could ll-c 

As we approached the -'hallow--, we could e tie huge 
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Sting-rays moving at tlie bottom. The coloured man 
never failed to hit them with his arrow. The weather 
was delightful. There was scarcely a cloud to intercept 
the sun’s rays. 

I saw several scarlet aras, anihingas, and ducks, but 
could not get a shot at them. The parrots crossed the 
river in innumerable quantities, always flying in pairs. 
Here, too, I saw the Sun-bird, called Tirana by the 
Spaniards in the Oroonoque, and shot one of them. The 
black and white Scarlet-headed Finch was very common 
here. I could never see this bird in the Demerara, nor 
hear of its being there. 

We at last came to a large sand-hank, probably two 
miles in circumference. As we approached it we could 
see two or three hundred Fresh-water Turtle on the edge 
of the bank. Ere we could get near enough to let fly an 
arrow at them, they hud all sunk into the river and 
appeared no more. 

"We went on the sand-hank to look for their nests, as 
this was the breeding season. The coloured man showed 
us how to find them. Wherever a portion of the sand 
seemed smoother than the rest, there was sure to be a 
turtle’s nest. On digging down with our hands, about nine 
inches deep, we found from twenty to thirty white eggs; 
in less than an hour we got above two hundred. Those 
which had a little black spot or two on the shell we ate 
the same day, as it was a sign that they were not fresh, 
and of course would not keep : those which had no speck 
were put into dry sand, and were good some weeks after. 

At midnight, two of our people went to this sand-hank, 
while the rest stayed to watch the cayman. The turtle had 
advanced on to the sand to lay their eggs, and the men 
got betwixt them and the water ; they brought off half a 
dozen very fine and well-fed turtle. The egg-shell of the 
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fresh-water turtle is not hard like that of the land tor- 
toise, but appears like white parchment and gives way to 
the pressure of the fingers; but it is very tough, and 
does not break. On this sand-bank, close to the forest, 
we found several Guana’s nests ; hut they had never more 
than fourteen eggs a-piece. Thus passed the day in 
exercise and knowledge, till the sun’s declining orb 
reminded us it was time to return to the place from 
whence we had set out. 

The second night’s attempt upon the cayman was a 
repetition of the first, cpiite unsuccessful. We went a 
fishing the day after, had excellent sport, and returned to 
experience a third night's disappointment. On the fourth 
evening, about four o’clock, we began to erect a stage 
amongst the trees, close to the water’s edge. From this 
we intended to shoot an arrow into the cayman : at the 
end of this arrow was to be attached a string, which would 
be tied to the rope, and as soon as the cayman was struck 
we were to have the canoe ready and pursue him in the 
river. 

While we were busy in preparing the stage, a tiger 
began to roar. We judged by tlie sound that lie was not 
above a quarter of a mile from us, and that he was close 
to the side of the river. Unfortunately, the Indian said 
it was not a jaguar that was roaring, but a eouguar. The 
couguar is of a pale, brownish red colour, and not as large 
as the jaguar. As there was nothing particular in this 
animal, I thought it better to attend to the apparatus for 
catching the cayman than to go in quest of the couguar. 
The people, however, went in the canoe to the place 
where the couguar was roaring. On arriving near the 
spot, they saw it was not a couguar, but an immense 
jaguar, standing on the trunk of an aged mora-tree, which 
bended over the river ; lie growled and showed bis teeth 
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a' they approached; the eolourt 1 man tiled at him with 
a hall, hut probably missed him, and the tiger instantly 
descended, anil tank oil into the wood-. I want to the 
place before d.iik, and v.e .-enic-hecl the loved fur about 
half a mile in the direction lie had lied, hut we could see 
no traces of him, or any marks of blood; so I concluded 
that feai had prevented the man from taking steady aim, 

AYe spent best pait of the iourth night in trying for the 
cayman, but all to no purpose. 1 was now convinced that 
something was materially wrong. AYe ought to have been 
successful, con -idm ing <>ur vigilance and attention, and 
that we hod l.-jH-atedly seen the cayman. It was useless 
i" tally here any longer ; moreover, the coloured man began 
to take uiis. and fancied that I could not do without him. 

• I i.e\er admit of this in any expedition where I am com- 
’ mander ; and so I convinced the man. to his sorrow, that 
1 could do without him ; for I paid him what 1 had agreed 
to give him. which amounted to eight dollars, and ordeied 
hint hack in his own curial to Mrs. "Peterson's, on the 
hill nt the first fulls. I then asked the negro if there 
were any Indian settlements in the neighbourhood; he 
said he knew of one, a day and u half off. AYe went in 
i[U"st ot it, and about one u clock the next day the negro 
showed us the deck nheie it was. 

The entrance was ,-o concealed bv thick bushes that a 
•stianger would have passed it without knowing it to be 
a creek. In going up it we found it dark, winding, and 
intimate beyond any creek that T had ever seen before 
AN hen Orphtu- < nine back with his voting wife irom Stvx, 
bis path liiu-t ha\e been similar to this, lbr Ovid suvs 

It W.ls 

-■'ob.', ilijVc.-, Ui’^illt. ll'.li-'U-s 

ami til;- c u i k w a - e\,i,.t!\ -d. 
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AV Lieu we had got about two-thirds up it, we met the 
Indiana going a fishing. I saw, by the way their things 
were packed in the curiul, that they did not intend to 
return for some days. However, on telling them what we 
wanted, and by promising handsome presents of powder, 
shot, and hooks, they dropped tlreir expedition, and invited 
us tip to the settlement they had just left, and where we 
laid in a provision of cassava. 

They gave us for dinner boiled ant-bear and red 
monkey ; two dishes unknown even at Beauvilliors in 
Paris, or at a London city feast. The monkey was very 
good indeed, but the ant-bear had been kept beyond its 
time; it stunk, as fair venison doe? in Knglnnd ; and so, 
after tasting it, I preferred dining entirely on monkey. 
After resting here, we went back to the river. The 
Indians, three in number, accompanied us in tlieiv own 
curial, and, on entering the river, pointed i<> a place a 
little way above, well calculated to lurbour a cayman. 
The water was deep and still, and lianked by an immense 
sand-hank; there was also a little shallow creek close by. 

On this sand-bank, near the forest, the people made a 
shelter for the night. My own was already made ; for I 
always take with me a painted sheet, about twelve feet 
by ten. This, thrown over a pole, supported betwixt two 
tree's, makes you a capital roof with very little trouble. 

We showed one of the Indians the shark-book. He 
shook his head and laughed at it, and said it would not 
do. When lie was a hoy, he had seen his father cateli the 
eaymen, and on the morrow he would make something 
that would answer. 

In the meantime*, we set the shark-hook, hut it availed 
us nought; a cayman came and took it, but would not 
swallow it. 

Seeing it was useless to attend. Hie shark-hook any 
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longer, we left it for the night, and returned to our 
hammocks. 

Ere I fell asleep, a reflection or two broke in upon me- 
I considered, that as far as the judgment of civilized man 
went, everything hail been procured and done to ensure 
success. We had hooks, and lines, and baits, and patience ; 
we had spent nights in watching, had seen the cayman 
come and take the bait, and after our expectations had 
been wound up to the highest pitch, all ended in disap- 
pointment. Probably this poor wild man of the woods 
would succeed by means of a very simple process ; and 
thus prove to his more civilized brother that, notwith- 
standing books and schools, there is a vast deal of know- 
ledge to be picked up at every step, whichever way we 
turn ourselves. 

In the morning, as usual, we found the bait gone from 
the shark-hook. The Indians went into the forest to 
hunt, and we took the canoe to shoot fish and get another 
supply of turtles’ eggs, which we found in great abundance 
on this large sand-bank. 

We went to the little shallow creek, and shot some 
young caymen, about two feet long. It was astonishing 
to sec what spite and rage these little things showed when 
the arrow struck them ; they turned round and bit it, and 
snapped at us when we went into the water to take them 
up. Itaddy ptuadii boiled one of them for his dinner, and 
found it very sweet and tender. I do not see why it 
should not be as good as frog or veal. 

The day was now declining apace, and the Indian had 
made his instrument to take the cayman. It was very 
simple. There were four pieces of tough hard wood, a foot 
long, and about as thick as your little linger, and barbed 
at both ends; they were tied round the end of the rope, 
in such a manner, that if you conceive the rope to be an 
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arrow, these four sticks would form the arrow’s head; so thikp 
that one end of the four united sticks answered to the J0 L^3 V ' 
point of the arrow-head, while the other ends of the 
sticks expanded at equal distances round the rope, thus — 



Now it is evident, that if the cayman swallowed this, (the 
other end of the rope, which was thirty yards long, being 
fastened to a tree,) the more he pulled, the faster the barbs 
would stick into his stomach. This wooden hook, if you 
may so call it, was well baited with the flesh of the 
acouri, and the entrails were twisted round the rope for 
about a foot above it. 

Nearly a mile from where we had our hammocks, the 
sand-bank was steep and abrupt, and the river very still 
and deep; there the Indian pricked a stick into the sand, 
Tt was two feet long, and on its extremity was fixed the 
machine ; it hung suspended about a foot from the water, 
and the end of the rope was made fast to a stake driven 
well into the sand. 



The Indian then took the empty shell of a land tortoise 
and gave it some heavy blows with an axe. I asked him 
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i •m.K w hy he (lid tli.it. lie said it was to let the cayman heat 
" u l ILM v th.it something Mas going mi. In lhet the Indian meant 
it as the cayman's dinner-bell. 

Having done thi'. v e went hack to the hammocks, not 
intending to \ i- it it again till morning. During the night, 
tie' jaguars roared and grumbled in the forest, as though 
the world was going wrung with them, and at intervals we 
could hear the distant cayman. The roaring of the jaguars 
was an lul : hut it was music to the dismal noise of these 
hideous and malicious reptiles. 

Ahout half-] 'ast live in the morning, the Indian stole off 

silently to take a look at the bait. < hi arriving at the 

place lie se f up a tremendous shout. We all jumped out 
of our lianmio' ks and van to him. The Indians goc there 
holme me. for they L id n.j clothes to put on. and I lost 
iwo minute-' in looking for my trousers and in slipping 
into them. 

We lonnd a cayman, tmi feet and a half long, fast to 
lh" end of the iip '. Nothing now remained to do, hut 
to y,.; him out of the water without injuring his scales, 
hoc opw s. hi" l.ihoi." We must, -red stiong : there were 
line" Indians from the meek, there was my own Indian 
I an. Thiddy Lhtadii, the negro from Airs. Petersons, Janies*. 
Mr. 1,'. T.ilmoU'reiie a man. whom 1 was instructing to 

pi' s. I'Ve 1, ,1,1s. end lastly, myself 

1 informed the Indians that it was my intention to draw 
him 'juicily mu of the water, and then secure him. They 
look, d and stared at each other, and said 1 might do it 
mv'i'L ; hut they would have no hand in it; the cayman 
would worry some of us. On saying this, “ consedere 
die es, they squatted mi their hams with the most perfect 
iudilteveiiee. 

i in- Indians ol the -e wild' have never hen suhject to 
the I . at rest in i, it , and I knew enough nt them to he 
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aware, that if 1 tried to three them against their will, they th 
■would take off and leave me and my presents unheeded, JO “ 
and never return. 

Daddy ( L >uashi was for applying to our nuns, as usual. con- 
sidering them <>ur best ami safe ~t friends. I immediately 
ottered to knock him down for his cowardice, and he 
shrunk back, begging that I would be cautious, and xn.it 
get myself worried : and apologizing for his own want of 
resolution. INI v Indian was now in couver'ation with the 
others, and they asked if I would allow them to shoot a 
dozen arrows into him, and thus disable him. This would 
have ruined all. I had come above three hundred miles 
on purpose to get a cayman uninjured, and not to carry 
back a mutilated specimen. I rejected their proposition 
with firmne&s, and darted a disdainful eye upon the 
Indians. 

Daddy (juaslii was again heuinning to remonstrate, and 
I chased him on the sand-hank for a quarter of a mile. 

He told me afterwards, he thought lie should have dropped 
down dead with fright, li*r he was iirmly persuaded, if I 
had caught him, 1 should have bundled him into the cay- 
man’s jaws. Here then we stood, in silence, like a calm 
before a thunder-storm. " Hoc res sumnia loco. Seinditur 
in contraria valgus." Tiny wanted to kill him, and 1 
wanted to take him alive. 

I now walked up and down the sand, revolving a dozen 
projects in my head. The canoe was at a considerable 
distance, and I ordered tin* people to brine it round to the 
place when* we were. The ln.ot was eight feet long, and 
not much thicker than my wri-d. I took it out of the 
canoe, and wrapped the sail round the end of it. iSow it 
appeared clear to me. that if I went down upon one knee, 
and held the nia=t in the same position as the soldier holds 
his bayonet when rushing to the charge, 1 could force it 
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niirai down tin/ (.ivuniiH tliio.it. .should he coin./ open-mouthed 
• at in./. "When this was told, to the Indians, they brightened 
lip, and said they Would help tnu to pull him out o! the 
i Lver. 

P rn f„ “• 11 rave squad!” said I to r.iyseli, “‘Audax omnia 
perpeti,’ now that you have got me betwixt yourselves 
and danger." I then nmsteied all hands for tho last 
lime hi foie the k.trlo. dVe weio. four South Anieiiean 
savagi two m p roes from Aiiica, a eieoie from Trinidad, 
and myself a white man from Yorkshire. In tact, a little 
lower of Label group, in dress, no dress, address, and 
language. 

JJuddy Quisiii lnmg in the rear: I showed him a large 
Spanish knife, which I always carried in the waistband of 
my trousers : it spoke volumes to him, and lie shrugged 
up his .shoulders in abs Jute despair. The sun was just 
peeping over the high forests on the eastern hills, as if 
coining to look on. and bid us act with becoming' fortitude. 

I placed all the people at the- end of the rope, and ordered 
them to pull till the cayman appeared on the surface of 
the water: and then, should he plunge, to slacken the rope 
and let linn go again into the de^p. 

I now took tin/ mast of the canoe in my hand (the sail 
being tied round the end of the mast) and sunk down upon 
one knee, about four yards from the watei’s edge, deter- 
mining to thirst it down his throat, in case he gave me 
an opporiun.ty. I ci itainly felt somewhat uncomfortable 
m tin- -ltuition, and I thought of Cerberus outlie other 
.side of the Styx li-ny. The people pulled the cayman to 
the surla.,e; he plunged fuiiuuslv a.-, soon as he arrived ill 
these upper regions, and in. mediately went below again 
on their slackening the rope. I saw enough not to fall 
in love at iir-t sight. I now told them we would run all 
risks and have him on land immediately They pulled 
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again, and out he came,- — monstrum horrendum, informe. 
This was an interesting moment. I kept my position 
firmly, with my eye fixed steadfast on him. 

By this time the cayman was within two yards of me. 
I saw he was in a state of fear and perturbation ; I in- 
stantly dropped the mast, sprang up, and jumped on his 
back, turning half round as I vaulted, so that 1 gained my 
seat with my face in a right position. 1 immediately 
seized his fore legs, and, by main force, twisted them on 
his back ; thus they served me for a bridle. 

He now seemed to have recovered from his surprise, and 
probably fancying himself in hostile company, he began to 
plunge fiuiously, and lathed the sand with his long and 
powerful tail. I was out of reach of the strokes of it, by 
being near his head. He continued t.) plunge and strike, 
and made my seat very uncomfortable. It must have been 
a tine sight for an unoccupied spectator. 

The people roared out in triumph, and were so vociferous, 
that it was some time before they li-ard me tell tlmm to 
pull me and my beast of burden further inland. 1 was 
apprehensive the rope might break, and then tle-ie wonid 
have been every chance ot going down to i he legions under 
water with the cayman. That woull lu\e 1 m . -n more 
perilous than Arion's marine morning ride : — - 

“ Di-lpliini in-elen> v.via exrula snleit Aivu ’ 

The people now dragged us above Ibr.v yard-, on the 
sand: it was the first and li-t time J w,i* ever on a 
cayman s back. Should it be a-ked, how I managed to 
keep my seat, I would answer. — I hunted -ome years witii 
Lord Darlington’s fox-hound*. 

After repeated attempts to regain hi- libeit\, the c.ivm.m 
gave in, and became tranquil through c\h luaion. 1 now 
managed to tie up his jaws, and firmly secured his f.ne- 

T 


Tinr.ii 

joraxLV. 



WANDERINGS IN' SuUTII AMERICA. 


i limn fc t in the position I li.nl lndd them. We had now another 
T » ritNi-. Y. s ,_. VcJX , struggle lbi superiority, hut lie was soon overcome 
and again remained tjuict. M lule some of the people 
were pressing upon his head and shoulders, I threw myself 
on hi' tail, and by keeping it down to the sand, prevented 
him from kicking up another dust. He was finally con- 
veyed to the canoe, and then to the place where we had 
sii'pended our hammocks. There I cut his throat; and, 
after lueakfast was over, commenced the dissection. 

Xov that the aliiey had ceased, Daddy (Juiishi played a 
good linger and thumb at breakfast; he said he found 
liini'clf much revived, and became very talkative and 
O'lfnl, as there was no longer nnv danger. He was a 
hbihlul, holiest negro. His master, my worthy friend 
Hr. Edmoiistuiie, had bee-11 so obliging as to send out 
pirtirulur orders to the colony, that the Daddy should 
attend me all the time I was in the forest, lie had lived 
in the wilds of Deinerara with hlr. Edmonstone for many 
years ; and of ten amused me with the account of the frays 
his master had had in the woods with snakes, wild beasts, 
and runaway negroes. Old age was now coming fast upon 
him : he had been an able fellow in his younger days, and 
a gallant one too, for he had a large scar over his eyebrow, 
caii'i'd by the stroke ot a cutlass, from another nemo 

* o > 

"hue the Daddy was engaged in an intrigue. 

'l„. The back of the cayman may be said to be almost im- 

t : D'Ueti'dble to a musket-ball, but bis sides are not near so 
Along, and aie easily pierced with an arrow; indeed, were 
they a' strong as the back and the belly, there would be 
no pai t ot the cayman's bodv soft and elastic enou'di to 
.I'Umt ot expansion alter taking in a supply of food. 

Die cayman ha.-, no grinders ; his teeth are entirely made 
tor sitati h and 'Wallow; there are thirty-two in each jaw. 
1 erliap' no animal in existence beam more decided niaiks 
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in liis countenance of cruelty ami malice than the cayman. 
He is the scourge and terror of all the large rivers in 
South America near the line. 

( hie Sunday evening, some years ago, as I wa- walking 
with Don Felipe do Ynciarte, governor of Angusturu, oil 
the hank of the Oroonoque, " Stop here a minute or two, 
Don Carlos,'’ said he to me, “ while I recount a sad acci- 
dent. One fine evening last year, as the people of Angm- 
tura were sauntering up and down here, in the Alameda, 
I was within twenty yards of this place, when I saw a 
large cayman rush out of the river. Seize a man, and cany 
him down, before anybody had it in his power to a-si-t 
him. The seieams of the poor fellow were terrible as the 
cayman was running oil with him. He plunged into the 
river with his prey; we instantly lost sight of him, and 
never saw or heanl him more.” 

I was a day and a half in di— eeting our cayman, and 
then we all got ready to return to Denierara. 

It was much more perilous to descend than to a-eend 
the falls in the E-sequiLo. 

The place we had to pass had proved fatal to four Indians 
about a month before, The water foamed, and dashed and 
boiled, amongst the steep and ciaggy rocks; and seemed to 
warn us to be careful how we ventured f lieiv. 

I was for all hands to get out of the canoe, and then, 
after lashing a long rope ahead and a-tern, we might have 
climbed from rock to rock, and tempered her in her pas-age 
down, and our getting out would have lighteiu d her Hindi. 
Put the negro who had joined us at All-. IVteimu's -aid 
he wa- sure it would he safer to ,-tay in the caime -while 
she went down the tall. I was loath to give way to him ; 
hut I did so this time against my hotter judgment. a< he 
assured me that he was accustomed to pass and repa-s 
these falls. 
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Accordingly we determined to push down : I was at the 
helm, the rest at their puddles. But Before we got half 
wav thiough, the ru-hing waters deprived the canoe of all 
power of steeraae, and she Became the sport of the torrent ; 
in a second die v. as half full of water, and I cannot com- 
pielieiid to this day why she did not go down ; luckily the 
people exeited themselves to the utmost, — she got headway, 
and they pull id through the whirlpool; I Being quite in 
the stern of the canoe, part of a wave struck me, and 
neaily knocked me overboard. 

We now paddled to some rocks at a distance, got out, 
unloaded the canoe, and dried the cargo in the sun, which 
was veiy hot and powerful. Had it Been the wet season, 
alnmst eveivtliing would have Been spoiled. 

Alter this, the vox ago down the iAsequibo was quick 
and pleasant till we reached the sca-ceast ; there we had 
a tiymg day of it ; the wind was dead against us, and the 
sun remarkably hot ; wo got twice aground upon a mud- 
ilut, and were twn e obliged to eet out, up to the middle 
in mud, to shove the canoe through it. Half way Betwixt 
the K-'pquiBo and 1 tomerara the tide of hood caught us; 
and alter the utmost exertion', it was half-past six in the 
evening hcfole We got to < leoigetoWll. 

We laid Been out Bom six in the morning in an open 
canoe on the sea-coast. without umbrella or awning, ex- 
posed all day to the iiery rays of a tropical sun. My face 
smarted so that I could get no sleep during the night, and 
tlm next moinniu my lips were all in Blisters. The Indian 
Van went down to the K-'pquiBo a copper colour, hut the 
leller-tion ot the -un fmm the sea, and fiom the sand- 
banks in the liier, had turned him nearly black. He 
lunched at Lim-eli' and said that the Indians ill the 
T’eh.craid would nut know him again. I staved one day 
in Georgetown, and then set otf the next morning for 
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head-quarters in Mibiri creek, where I finished tin- 
cayman. 

Hero the remaining time was spent in collecting Girds, 
and in paying particular attention to their haunts and 
economy. The rainy season having set in, the weather 
became bad and stormy ; the lightning and thunder were 
incessant : the days cloudy, and the nights cold and misty. 
I had now been eleven months in the forests, and collected 
*ome rare insects, two hundred and thirty birds, two land 
tortoises, five armadillos, two large serpent q a sloth, an 
ant-bear, and a cayman. 

I lelt the wilds and repaired to Georgetown to spend a 
few days with Mr. lb Edniunstmie previous to embarking 
for Europe. I must here return my siucerest thanks to 
this woithy gentleman tor his many kindnesses to me ; 
his friendship was of the utnio-t service to me, and he 
never failed to send me supplies up into the forest by 
e v e vv 0 p p or t un i t y . 

I embarked for England, on board t.lm Dec AVost-India- 
man, commanded by Captain Grey. 

Sir Joseph Hanks had often told me, he hoped that I 
would give a lecture in public, on the new mode I had 
discovered of preparing specimens 111 natural history for 
museums. I always declined to do so, as I despaired of 
ever being able to hit upon a proper method of doing 
quadrupeds ; and I was aware that it would have been 
an impirfect lecture to treat of birds only. I imparted 
wbat little knowledge I was ma-tor of, at Sir Jo-eph's, to 
the unfortunate gentlemen who went to Africa to explore 
the Congo ; and that warn all that took place in the -liape 
cf a lecture. Xow that I had hit upon the way of doing 
quadrupeds, I drew up a little plan on bo.ud the l>-<\ 
which I trusted would have been of service to naturalists ; 
and by proving to them the superiority of the new plan. 
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they would probably he induced to abandon the old and 

• common way, which is a disgrace to the present age, and 
renders hideous every specimen in every museum that I 
have as yet visited. I intended to have given three lec- 
tures ; one on insects and -erpents ; one on birds ; and 
one on quadrupeds. But, as it will be shortly seen, this 
little plan w.is doomed nut to he unfolded to public view, 
lilibeiality blasted it in the hud. 

We had a pleasant pa-miee across the Atlantic, and 
mrived in the Mer-ey in line trim and good spirits. Great 
was the attention 1 received from the commander of the 
1 >". lie and his mat:, Mr. Spence, took every care of 
my collection. 

1,1 On our landing, the gentlemen of the Liverpool Custom- 
' hou-m received me as an old friend and acquaintance, and 
obligingly olf.ivd their services. 

Twice before had i landed in Liverpool, and twice had 
I l'e.'-oii to admiie tln-ir foidnot and liberality. They 
knew I was incapable of tiling to iutroduee anything 
contraband, and they were aware that I never dreamed of 
turning to profit the specimens I had procured. They 
considered that I had left a comfortable home in quest 
of a eicnce : and that I had wandered into far-distant 
climes, and gone barefooted, ill-clothed, and ill-fed, 
throuuh swamps and woods, to procure specimens, some 
of which had newr been seen in Europe. They con- 
sidered that it would he diltieult to liv a priie upon .speci- 
mens which had n e \ e r been bought or sold, and which 
never v ei e to be, as they \\eie intended to ornament 
my own house. It was hard, tiny .-aid, to have exposed 
m\'cl|. tor yeais, to danger, and then be obliged to pay 
on returning to my native land. LTnler then.' considera- 
tions. they tixed a moderate duty, which satisfied all 
parties. 



WAXPEItTXGb TX Sip'TTI AtrERKA. 


281 


However, this hist ex> .i-difioii ended not so. It taught 
me how haul it P to learn the grand lesson, “ lequam 
luemento rebus in arduis servare meiitcm. ’ 

But my good friends in the Custom-house of Liverpool 
were not to hlaiue. On the contrary, they did all in their 
power to procure balm for me instead of rue. But it 
would not aii'Wer. 

They appointed a very civil officer to attend me to the 
ship. ’While we were looking into some of the boxes, to 
see that the specimens were properly stowed, previous to 
their being conveyed to the kings depot, another officer 
entered the cabin. He was an entire stianger to me, and 
seemed wonderfully aware of his own consequence. \\ ith- 
out preface or apology, lie thrust his head over my shoulder, 
and said, we had no business to have opened a single box 
without his permission. I an-wen d, they had been opened 
almost every day since they had wine on board, and that 
I coiisideied there was no luum in doing so. 

lie then left the eahin, and T -aid to myself as he went 
out, “ I suspect I shall see that man again at Philippi.’’ 
The boxes, ten in number, were conveyed in safety from 
the ship to the depot. I then proceeded to the Custom- 
house. The necessary forms \me gone through, and 
a proportionate duty, according to euvamstaiices, was 
paid. 

This done, we returned from the Ciis[om-hou~e to tile 
depot, accompanied by several gentlemen who wished to 
see the collection. They expiesscd themselves highly 
gratified. The boxes were cio-ed, and nothing now re- 
mained but to convey them to the cult, which was in 
attendance at the door of the depot. Je~t as one of the 
inferior officers was i allying a box tlntla r. in stepped the 
man whom I suspected 1 should see again at Philippi. 
He ahruptlv declared himself dis-atPhed with the valua- 
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tinn which the gentlemen of the Customs luid put upon 
the collection, and said he must detain it. I remonstrated, 
hut it was all in vain. 

After this pitiful stretch of power, and had compliment 
to the other officers of the Customs, who had been satisfied 
with the valuation, this man had the lolly to take me 
aside, and alter assuring me that he had a great regard for 
the arts and sciences, he lamented that conscience obliged 
him to do what he had done, and lie wished lie liad been 
iifty miles from Liverpool at the time that it fell to his 
lot to detain the collection. Had lie looked in my face as 
he said this, he would have seen no marks of credulity 
there. 

I now returned to the 1 Eiisloni-house, and after ex- 
pressing my opinion of the officer's conduct at the depot, 
1 ] ullt-d a buneli of keys 'which belonged to the detained 
1 nxi> out of my picket, laid them on the table, took my 
leave of the gentlemen present, and soon after set off for 
Yorkshire. 

I saved nothing from the grasp of the stranger officer 
but a pair of live Malay fowls, which a gentleman in 
Georgetown hud made me a picscnt oh I had collected 
in the forest several eggs of curious birds, 111 hopes of 
mlrodueiim the breed into England, and had taken great 
pains in doing them o\er with gum-arabic, and in packing 
tin m in charcoal, accoiding' to a receipt I had c eon in the 
gazette, tiom the Eilinh^ih Vltih -■t.Jiirnl .T'Vnwl. Tint 
these were detained in the depot, in Ac, id of being placed 
under a le-ii : which uUmly luiic-d all my hopes of rearing 
a new si ei io' of bne.s in England. Titled personages in 
London interested them-el\ e-< in b .half of the collection, 
but all in vain. And lain also were the public and 
plicate u presentations of the timt officer of the Liverpool 
Custom-house in my fatour. 
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At last theie came an order from tiu 1 Treasury to say, 
that any specimens Mr. Waterton intended to present to 
puhlie institutions might pass duty free ; hut those which 
he intended to keep for himself must pay the duty ! 

A iiiend now wrote to me from Liverpool, requesting 
that I would come over and pay the duty, in order to save 
the collection, which had just been detained there six 
weeks. 1 did so. On paying an additional duty, (for the 
moderate duty first imposed had already been paid,) the 
man who had detained the collection delivered it up to 
me, assuring me that it had been well taken care of, and 
that a fire had been frequently made in the room. It is 
but justice to add, that on opening the boxes, there was 
nothing injured. 

I could never get a clue to these harsh and unexpected 
measures, except that there had been some recent smug- 
gling discovered in Liverpool : and that the man in question 
had been sent down from London to act the part of Argus. 
If so, I landed in an evil hour; “ nefasto die;" making 
good the Spanish proverb, “ Pagan a las voces, justos por 
pecadmes:” at times the innocent suffer for the guilty. 
After all, a little encouragement, in the shape of exemption 
from paying the duty on this collection, might have been 
expected; but it turned out otherwise; and alter ex- 
pending large sums in pursuit of natural history, on my 
return home I was doomed to pay for my success 

“HU finis, C.irnli fatoiuni, Me e:.it".s ilium, 

Suite Ulllt ’ “ 

Thn 5 *, my fleoom already ragged and tm'n villi the thorns 
and briefs, ■which one must naturally ex] cct to find in 
distant and untrodden wrlds, was shorn, I may say, on its 
return to Lngl.tud. 

However, this is nothing new: Rancho Lanza must have 
heard of similar cases; tor he sa\s. “ Muelios van por 
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Lina, y vuelven trasquilados : many go for wool, and 
come home shorn. In older to pick np matter for natural 
history, I have wandered through the wildest parts of 
South America’s equatorial regions. I have attacked and 
slain a modern Python, and rode on the hack of a cayman 
close to the water's edge; a very different situation from 
that of a llyde-park dandy on Ids Sunday praneer before 
the ladies. Alone and barefoot I have pulled poisonous 
snakes out of their lurking-places ; climbed up trees to 
peep into holes for bats and vampires, and for days together 
hastened through sun and rain to the thickest parts of tlio 
forest to procure specimens I had never got before. In 
tine, 1 have pur-ued the wild beasts over hill and dale, 
through swamps and quagmires, now scorched by the 
noon-day sun, now drenched by the pelting shower, and 
returned to the hammock, to satisfy the cravings of 
hunger, often < n a poor and scanty supper. 

These vicissitudes have turned to chestnut hue a once 
English complexion, and changed the colour of my hair, 
before father Time liad meddled with it. The detention of 
the collection after it had fairly passed the Customs, and 
the subsequent order from the Treasury that I should pay 
duty for the specimens, unless they were presented to 
some public institution, have cast a damp upon inv energy, 
and forced, as it were, the cup of Lethe to my lips, by 
drinking which I have forgot my former intention of 
giving a lecture in public on preparing specimens to 
adorn museums. In tine, it is this ungenerous treatment 
that has paralyzed my plans, and caused me to give up 
the idea I once hail of inserting here the newiy-discovered 
mode of preparing quadrupeds and serpents; and without 
it, the account of this la>t expedition to the wilds of 
Guiana is nothing but a — fragment. 

bare well. Gentle Header. 



rOUHTH JOURXEY. 

CHAl'TEII I. 

‘•XmiL Ini'.', Hunt illui.- ct utiinijiu' unc oiiliue I'uiru. ’ 

Tliitr jtiUs in Kiii'liin'1. — s.iil fm' X«‘w Vurkj — Xi>mctii l.itme. — Alti'i.i- 
tion of v'i*nfiy. — A spi.iin. U ankl.- — M.ipmtii out i uiv — Feats of 
climliin;'. — l Juoliec. — • Irish tauipr.iiit- — 'lVim'lfKimi. — Suratu^a. — 
riiil.i'k'lphia. — AVliitr-lji'diloil -Form ami fashion. — Climate. — 

Forolimliiift-i of the i ml war. — Fail lor Antiyu i. 

ConiTimrs reader, when I hade thee last farewell, I iwr.-nr 
thought these 'Wanderings weie brought to a tinal close ; J " 1 r,N1 ' A 
afterwards I often roved in imagination through distant 
countries famous for natural history, lmt felt no strong 
inclination to go thither, as the last adventure had ter- 
minated in such unexpected vexation. The departure ol' 
the Cuckoo and Swallow, and summer birds of pas-ape, 
for warmer regions, once so interesting;' to me, now scarcely 
caused me to turn my face to the south ; and 1 continued 
in this cold and dreary climate for three tears. During 
this period, I seldom or ever mounted my hobby-horse ; 
indeed it may he said, uith the old soup — 

“ Tht* sad* lit* and la writ* laid <>n the -li* If,” 

and only taken down once, on the night that I was 
induced to give a lecture in the philosophical hull of 
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rorrm Leeds. A little after this, Wilson's Urudli'A-jj’/ of the 
oolunlv . jj lU t, A l Atutti fell lute my Lands. 

s.u’s for The desire I had of seeing that country, together with 
Au/- 1 1 "/.. t] ie animated de-eription which T .Yilson had given of the 
birds, fanned up the almost expiring tlame. I forgot the 
vexations already alluded to, and set oft’ for Xew Yoik. in 
the beautiful packet John Wells, commanded by Captain 
Harris. The passage was long and cold ; but the elegant 
accommodations on board, and the polite attention of the 
commander, rendered it very agreeable ; and I landed, in 
health and meriiment, in the stately capital of the new 
v olid. 

We will soon pen down a few remarks on this magnifi- 
cent city, but not just now. I want to venture into the 
north-west country, and get to their great canal, which the 
world talks so ninth about, though I fear it will he hard 
work to make ones wav through bugs, bears, brutes, and 
buffaloes, which we Europeans imagine are so frequent 
and ferocious in these never-ending western wilds. 
j r , I left Xew York on a tine morning in July, without 
Ac"- \\rl one letter of introduction, ibr the city of Albany, some 
Albany, hundred and eighty miles up the celebrated Hudson. I 
seldom care about letters of introduction, for I am one of 
tlio.se who depend much upon an accidental acquaintance. 
Full many a time do 1 see, u< I go wandering up and down 
the world, whose mild eye, and sweet and placid features, 
seem to beckon to rue, and say, as it were, “ Speak but 
civilly to me, and 1 will do what I can for you.’ - Such a 
face as this is worth more than a dozen letters of intro- 
duction; and such a fare, gentle reader, I li>imd on board 
the steam-boat from Xew York to the city of Albany. 

There was a great liumbei of well-dressed ladies and 
gentlemen in the vessel, all entile strangers to me. I 
fancied T could see several whose countenances invited an 
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unknown wandeitoi' to Como and take a seat beside them : mri 
but there was one who encouraged me more than the rest. J °L'i 
I saw clearly that lie was an American, and -I judged, by 
liis manners and appearance, that he had not spent all his 
time upon his native soil. I was right in this conjecture, 
for he afterwards told me that he had been in 1 ranee ami 
England. I saluted him as one stranger gentleman ought 
to salute another when he wants a little information ; and 
soon after, I dropped in a word or two hv which he might 
conjecture that 1 was a foreigner: but I did not tell him 
so; I wished him to make the discovery himself. 

He entered into conversation with the openness and 
candour which is so remarkable in the American ; and in 
a little time observed that lie presumed 1 was from the 
old country. I told him that I was, and added, that I was 
an entire stranger on board, I -aw hi> eye brighten up at 
the prospect he had of doing a fellow-creature a kind turn 
or two, and be completely won my regard by an ailability 
which I shall never forget. Tlih obliging gentleman 
pointed out everything that was grand and interesting as 
the steam-boat plied her comae up the majestic Hudson, 
Here the Cat-skill mountains raised their lolty summit ; 
and there the lulls came sloping dow u to the water's edge. 
Here lie pointed to an aged and venerable oak, which 
having escaped the levelling axe of man, seemed almost 
to defy the blasting storm and desolating hand of time ; 
and there, he hade me observe an extended tract of wood, 
by which I might form an idea how rich and grand the 
iace of the country had once been. Here it was that, in 
the great and momentous struggle, the colonists lost the 
day ; and there, they carried all before them : — 

" Thi j y fiiil on i* vt rv '''‘i' 1 

2so t!i> i<e iva> lorunl : 

.\n*l many ,i gtntkimn 

1 .A on th«' ^ri-nini 
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Here, in tine, stood a noted regiment: there, moved tlieir 
great captain ; here, the fleets tired their broadsides ; and 
there, tire whole force rushed on to battle : — • 

“ Jin. maun-, lii'* nullin'* t*_ n*l**l * it Achillea, 

< 'll- in. I« i it", l'f u l *tj .j-ruii* sui -kit." 

At tea-time we took our tea together, and the next 
morning this worthy American walked up with me to the 
inn in Albany, shook me by the hand, and then went his 
way. T bade him f.ue well, and again f. no well, and hoped that 
fortune might brine us together again onee more. Possibly 
she may yet do so; and should it be in England, I will 
take him to my hou-e, as an old iiiend and aeipiiaiutanee, 
and o|]'ar him my choicest cheer. 

It is at Albany that the guv.t canal opens into the 
Hudson, and joins the waters ot this river to those of 
Lake Erie. The Hudson, at the city of Albany, is distant 
iiom Lake Erie about three hundred and sixty miles. The 
level of the like is live hundred and sixty-four feet higher 
than the Hudson, and there are eight y-une locks on the 
canal. It is to the genius and perseverance of He Witt 
Clinton that the Unite i States owe the almost incalculable 
advantages of thi- inland navigation. " Exegit monmuen- 
tum .ere perminiu-." You may either go along it all the 
way to Eutfalo. on Lake Erie, or by the stage; or some- 
times on one and then in the other, just a* von think tit. 
• Hand, indeed, is the scenery by either route, and capital 
the accommodations. Cold and phlegmatic must he he 
who is not warmed into admiiation bv the surrounding 
scenery, and charmed with the affability of the travellers lie 
iie-cts on the way. 

This is lmw tin- ‘-orison of roving, and joy and merriment 
for tin- gentry of this happy country. Thousands are on 
the mote from ditiercnt parts of the Union for the springs 
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and lakes, and the falls of Niagara. There is nothing lol . |;ni 
haughty or forbidding in the Americans : and wherever - j »vexey. 
you meet them, they appear to be quite at home. This is 
exactly what it ought to he, and very much in favour of 
the foreigner who journeys amongst them. The immense 
number of highly polished females who go in the stages to 
visit the different places of amusement, and see the stupen- 
dous natural curiosities of this extensive country, incon- 
testably proves that safety and convenience are ensured 
to them, and that the most distant attempt at rudeness 
would, by common consent, he immediately put down. 

By the time I had got to Schenectady, I began strongly 
to suspect that I had come into the wrong country to look 
for bugs, bears, brutes, and buffaloes. It is an enchanting 
journey from Albany to Schenectady, and from thence to 
Lake Erie. The situation of the city of Utica is particu- 
larly attractive ; the Mohawk running close by it, the 
fertile fields and woody mountains, and the falls of Tren- 
ton, forcibly press the stranger to stop a day or two here 
before he proceeds onward to the lake. 

At some far-distant period, when it will not be possible 
to find the place where many of the celebrated cities of the 
East once Hood, the world will have to thank the United 
States of America for bringing their names into the we-Uom 
regions. It is, indeed, a pretty thought of these people to 
give to their rising towns the names of places so famous 
and conspicuous in former times. 

As I was sitting one evening under an oak, in the high 
grounds behind Utica, I could not look down upon the 
city without thinking of Cato and his misfortunes. Had 
the town been called Croft on, or Warmfield, or Hews- 
bury, there would have been nothing remarkable in 
it ; but L tiea at once revived the scenes at school long 
past and halt forgotten, and earned me with full speed 

r 
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foi'p.th back again to Italy, and from thence to Africa. I crossed 
jnrcxET. the Rubicon with Csesar ; fought at Pharsalia ; saw poor 
Pompey into Larissa, and tried to wrest the fatal sword 
from Cato’s hand in Utica. When I perceived he was no 
more, I mourned over the noble-minded man who took 
that part which he thought would most benefit his coun- 
try. There is something magnificent in the idea of a man 
takiug by choice the conquered side. The Itoman gods 
themselves did otherwise. 

*■ VirfrLr cau-.a Diis plaruit, sol ri.tei Catoni " 

It) tliis ilid Cato with the tied? diude, 

They i hose the (.'onqueiing, he the conquer'd side." 

Foe. nf n„ The whole of the country from Utica to Buffalo is 
eom.tr. i, _ an( i the intervening of the inland lakes, large 

and deep and clear, adds considerably to the effect. The 
spacious size of the inns, their excellent provisions, and 
the attention which the traveller receives in going from 
Albany to Buffalo, must at once convince him that this 
country is very much visited by strangers ; and he will 
draw the conclusion that there must be something in it 
uncommonly interesting to cause so many travellers to 
pass to and fro. 

Nature is losing fast her ancient garb, and putting on a 
new dress in these extensive regions. Most of the stately 
timber has been carried away ; thousands of trees are 
lying prostrate on the ground; while meadows, corn-fields, 
villages, and pastures are ever and anon bursting upon the 
traveller's view as he journeys on through the remaining 
tracts of wood. 1 wish I could say a word or two for the 
fine timber which is yet standing. Spare it, gentle inha- 
bitants, for your country’s sake ; these noble sons of the 
forest beautify your landscapes beyond all description : 
wlii-ii they are gone, a century will not replace their loss 
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they cannot, they must not fall ; their vernal bloom, their fourth 
summer richness and autumnal tints, please and refresh J0 L 
the eye of man ; and even when the days of joy and 
warmth are fled, the wintry blast soothes the listening ear 
with a sublime and pleasing melancholy as it howls through 
their naked branches. 

Around me trees uimumber’d rise. 

Healthful in various dyes : 

Tlie gloomy 1'ine, the poplar blue. 

The yellow beeoh, the sable yew : 

The slender hr, that taper grows, 

The stntdy oak, with broad-spread boughs." 

A few miles before you reach Buffalo, the road is low 
and bad, and in stepping out of the stage I sprained my 
foot very severely ; it swelled to a great size, and caused 
me many a day of pain and mortification, as will he seen 
in the sequel. 

Buffalo looks down on Lake Eric, and possesses a fine Buffalo. 
and commodious inn. At a little distance is the Black 
Bock, and there you pass over to the Canada side. A 
stage is in waiting to convey you some sixteen or twenty 
miles down to the falls. Long before you reach the spot 
you hear the mighty roar of waters, and see the spray of 
the far-famed falls of Niagara, rising up like a column to 
the heavens, and mingling with the passing clouds. 

At this stupendous cascade of nature, the waters of the Falls >f 
lake fall one hundred and seventy-six feet perpendicular. 

It has been calculated, I forget by whom, that the quantity 
of water discharged down this mighty fall, is six hundred 
and seventy thousand two hundred and fifty-five tons per 
minute. There are two large inns on the Canada side ; 
hut, after you have satisfied your curiosity in viewing the 
falls, and in seeing the rainbow in the foam far below 
where von are Handimr do not, ] pray you, tarry long at 
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either of them. dross over to the American side, and 
there you vail find a spacious iim, which has nearly all the 
attraction': there you meet with great attention, and 
every a econnuo Jation. 

The day is passed in looking at the falls, and in saun- 
tering up am! down the wooded and roekv environs of the 
Xiauaiu : and the evening is often enlivened by the merry 
dance. 


TV 
elw 
Xia 
thro 
Knt 
lorn 
ft 


m 


can hardly do justice to the unaffected ease and 
mcs ot the American ladies who visit the falls of 
uj. The traveller need not rove in imagination 
i'_h Cireas-ia in search of fine forms, or through 
laud, Tnncv, and Spain, to meet with ’polished 
les. The numbers who are continually arriving here 
11 parts of the Union confirm the justness of this 


I win looking one evening at a dance, being unable to 
join in it on account of the accident I had received near 
1 lull. do, v lien a young American entered the ball-room 
with such e b- coining air and giace, that it was impossible 
not n have 1 icon -truck with her appearance. 


” IT i •'•in v,a ]f:t' r’;-' 1 '.[•liii.iaj, «1 >nvr 
TSt 't -i; - t "l*. '.ilv- 1* 
riw \\ i" 1 .it LI'.*- 1 in In.r • Ii* ».k. 

.1 l’l .»Jj. All! 2 t'l t!l> \ ''"A . 


I odd not help feeling a wUh to know where die had 
*’ lift > -ii n I- .n:t y ami Muwn so fair.*’ 

rpoii liioiiiry. I found that she was from the city of 
.Vl' iuv, The more i looked at the fair Albane.se. the 
moic 1 wn~ fonviuc'-.l, that in the United States of America 
in.r v he found gnu e and beauty and symmetry equal to 
air dum in the "Id world. 
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I now for good and all 'ami well I mi-lit.) gave up ilie 
idea of finding bugs, bear-, bnites, and builuloes in tliis 
country, and was thoroughly .saiisiicd tliat I Lad laboured 
under a great mistake in suspecting that I should ever 
meet with them. 

I wished to join in the dance whore the fail Albtaiese 
was “to brisk nute- in cadence heating. 1 ' but the state of 
my unlucky foot rendered it impossible : and as 1 sat with it 
reclined upon a .-ufa, lull many a passing gentleman -topped 
to inquire the cause of my misfortune, pi,. -tuning at the 
same time that 1 had got an attack of gout. Now thi- 
surmise of theirs always mortified me: lor I never had a 
tit of gout in my life, and moreover, never o:;pect to have 
one. 

In many of the inns in the United Mate-, tin ic- i- an 
album on the table, in which travellers insert their arrival 
and departure, and now and then indulge in n littb ila-h 
or two of wit. 

I thought, under existing circum-tances, that there 
would be no harm in briefly tellin- my mhadvenUnv : and 
so, taking up the pen, I wrote what Allows : and wa- never 
atter asked a single question about the gout. 

“ 0. bVaterton, of Wulton-ILill. in the county of Yoik. 
England, arrived at tbe d'. ill- of Xiagau in July, lsi'1, 
and begs leave to pen down the following dreadlu! v < - 
dent : — - 

IK- '['1.1111* il iii' .uni Luu Li' I"* . 

Hn 1 1 1 • • luiuh i .ii l’.mn!... 

It i [iii i« "i ' lii'i* i * > '. r i 

Loi> 4 tin'* 'Imp I*'" U' --i » Ni 'A*i • 

So t Jill’s In ' «I* * .-in* '1 t" MiiiJ; tli« U. '■ ; 

< >1’ pain, iiiliiu- t iL.'' "1 p!< 

Oil ‘IlIi.'IVi 1 

Hi' 4 .Pi t, ft »1 V tit'l. .111'! l' m 

X/;— alhi'I..' I.. i mm 

'! !■’ {’.i i.tbi- > } lii' t< . i <L «■ *>i 


r« * u UTii 
joviixey. 
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Save tliis — Ee Sep" Ml that whi< li van 
Delight and charm the ^ du! of man. 

Rut Reis it not, — because his toe 
And foot togetli-u plague him s.>." 

I remember once to liave. sprained my ankle very 
violently, many years ago, and that the doctor ordered me 
to hold it under the pump two or three times a day. 
Now, in the United States of America, all is upon a 
grand scale, except taxation : and I am convinced that 
the traveller’s ideas become much more enlarged as he 
journeys through the country. This being the case, I can 
easily account for the desire I felt to bold my sprained 
foot under the fall of Niagara. I descended the winding 
staircase which has been made for the accommodation of 
travellers, and then hobbled on to the scene of action, 
As I held my leg under the fall, I tried to meditate on the 
immense dilference there was betwixt a house-pump and 
this tremendous cascade of nature, and what effect it 
might have upon the sprain ; but the magnitude of the 
subject was too overwhelming, and I was obliged to 
drop it. 

Perhaps, indeed, there was an unwarrantable tincture of 
vanity in an unknown wanderer wishing to have it in his 
power to tell the world, that he had held his sprained foot 
under a fall of water which discharges six hundred and 
seventy thousand two hundred and fifty-five tons per 
minute. A gentle purling stream would have suited 
Letter. Now, it would have become "Washington to have 
quenched his battle-thirst in the fall of Niagara ; and 
there was something royal in the idea of Cleopatra drink- 
ing pearl-vinegar, made frmii the grandest pearl in Egypt ; 
and it became Cains Marius to send word, that he was 
sitting upon the ruins of Carthage. Here, we have the 
person suited to the thing, and the thing to the person. 



WAXDEUIXGS IX SOUTH AMEKIUA. 


295 


If, gentle reader, tliou wouldst allow me to indulge 
a little longer in this harmless pen-errantry, I would tell 
thee, that I have had my ups and downs in life, as well 
as other people ; for I have climbed to the point of the 
conductor above the cross on the top of St. Peter's, in 
Itome, and left my glove there. I have stood on one foot, 
upon the Guardian Angel’s head, on the castle of St. 
Angelo ; and, as I have just told thee, I have been low 
down under the fall of Xiagara. But this is neither here 
nor there ; let us proceed to something else. 

When the pain of my foot had become less violent, and 
the swelling somewhat abated, I could not resist the 
inclination I felt to go down Ontario, and so on to 
Montreal and Quebec, and take Lakes Champlain and 
George in my way back to Albany. 

Just as I had made up my mind to it, a family from 
the Bowling-green, in Xew York, who was going the same 
route, politely invited me to join their party. Nothing 
could be more fortunate. They were highly accomplished. 
The young ladies sang delightfully ; and all contributed 
their portion, to render the tour pleasant and amusing. 

Travellers had already Idled the world with descriptions 
of the bold and sublime scenery from Lake Erie to 
Quebec : — 

** The fountain’s fall, the river' > flow, 

The woody valleys, warm and low ; 

The windy summit, wild and high, 

Roughly rushing to the sky,’ 1 

And there is scarce one of them who has not described 
the achievements of former and latter times, on the 
different battle-grounds. Here, great TYolfe expired. 
Brave Montcalm was carried, mortally wounded, through 
yonder gate. Here fell the gallant Brock ; and^ there 
General Sheaffee captured all the invader^. And in yonder 
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harbour may T.c scan the mouldering remnants of British 
ve.-sels. Their hour of misfortune has long passed array. 
The victors have now no use for them in an inland lake. 
Some have already study while others, dismantled and 
half-dismasted, are just above the water, waiting, in 
shattered state, that destiny which must sooner or later 
destroy the fairest works of man. 

The excellence and despatch of the steam-boats, together 
with the company which the traveller is sure to meet with 
at this time of the year, render the trip down to Montreal 
and Quebec very agreeable. 

The Canadians are a quiet, and apparently a happy 
people. They are very courteous and affable to strangers. 
On comparing them with the character which a certain 
iemale traveller, a journalist, has thought lit to give them, 
the stranger might have great doubts whether or not he 
wt-re amongst the Canadians. 

Montreal, Quebec, and the falls of Montmorency, are 
well worth going to see. They are making tremendous 
fortifications at Quebec. It will be the Gibraltar of the 
new world. "When one considers its distance from Europe, 
and takes a view of its powerful and enterprising neigh- 
bour, Virgil’s remark at mice rushes into the mind, 

“Sic Vus non vnliia liidiiicatu aves," 

I left Montreal with regret. I had the good fortune to 
he introduced to the Piofessors of the College. These 
lathers are a very learned and woithy set of gentlemen ; 
and on my taking leave of them, I felt a heaviness at 
In-ait, in reflecting that 1 laid not more time to cultivate 
their acquaintance. 

in all the way from Euitalo to Quebec, 1 only met with 
om- hiig : and 1 cannot even swear that it belonged to the 
Vnited States. In going d* >\\ n the St. Lawrence, in the 
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steam-boat, I felt something crossing over my neck : ami 
on laying hold of it with my finger and thumb, it turned 
out to be a little half-grown, ill-conditioned, bug. Now, 
whether it were going from the American to the Canada 
side, or from the Canada to the American, and had taken 
the advantage of my shoulders to ferry itself across, I 
could not tell. Be this as it may, I thought of my uncle 
Toby and the fly ; and so, in lieu of placing it upon the 
deck, and then putting my thumb-nail vertically upon it, 
I quietly chucked it amongst some baggage tiiat was 
close by, and recommended it to get ashore by the first 
opportunity. 

A Wien we had seen all that was worth seeing in Quebec 
and at the falls of Montmorency, and had been on board 
the enormous ship Cuhcnihi'*, we returned for a day or two 
to Montreal, and then proceeded to Saratoga by Lakes 
Champlain and George. 

The steam-boat from Quebec to Montreal had above five 
hundred Irish emigrants on board. They were going 
" they hardly knew whither,” far away from dear Ireland. 
It made one's heart ache to see them all huddled together, 
without any expectation of ever revisiting their native soil. 
We feared that the sorrow of leaving home for ever, the 
miserable accommodation on board the ship which had 
brought them away, and the tossing of the angry ocean, in 
a long and dreary voyage, would have rendered them 
callous to good behaviour. But it was (pule otherwise. 
They conducted themselves with gre.it propriety. Every 
American on hoard seemed to feel for them. And then 
“they were so full of wretchedness. Need and oppre-Aoii 
starved in their eyes. Upon their hacks hung ragged 
misery. The woild was not their fiiend." Boor dear Ire- 
land, exclaimed an aged female, a < I vas talking to her, 1 
shall never -ee it any more ' and then her teals began to 
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voi-kth flow. Probably the scenery on the banks of the St. 

,Tu rn>~E Y. Lawrence recalled to her mind the remembrance of spots 
once interesting to her : 

“ The ljvely daughter, — lovelier in h^r teui», 

The fond companion of her father's years, 

Ileie Aleut stood, — neglectful of her charms, 

And left her lover’s for her father s arms. 

With louder plaints the mother ^poke her woes. 

And hle-sed the cot whcie every pleasure ro-se ; 

And pressed her thoughtless babes with many a tear, 

And clasped them close, iu sorrow doubly dear, 

"While the fond husband strove to lend relief, 

In all the silent munlrne** of grief.” 

We went a few miles out of our route to take a look at 
the once formidable fortress of Ticonderoga. It has long 
been in ruins, and seems as if it were doomed to moulder 
quite away. 

” Ever and anon there fall. 

Hunt heaps of hoary moulder'd wall.,. 

Rut time lias seen, that lift, the low 
\ml level lay, tile h>lty brow, 

11a- .,£■ n tlii, rum d pile complete, 

Rio with the vanity of state ; 

But transient is the smile of fate." 

The scenery of Lake George is superb ; the inn re- 
markably spacious and well attended ; and the conveyance 
S'tmtmju. from thence to Saragota very good. He must be sorely 
afllicted with spleen and jaundice, who, on liis arrival at 
.Saratoga, remarks, there is nothing here worth coming to 
see. It is a gay and fashionable place ; has four uncom- 
monly fine hotels ; its waters, for medicinal virtues, are 
surpassed by none in the known world ; and it is resorted 
to, throughout the whole of the summer, by foreigners 
and natives of the first consideration. Saratoga pleased 
me much ; and afforded a fair opportunity of forming a 
pretty correct idea of the gentry of the United States. 
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There is a pleasing frankness, and ease and becoming fourth 
dignity, in the American ladies ; and the good humour, J0 t ' KyE Y 
and absence of all haughtiness and puppyism in the 
gentlemen, must, no doubt, impress the traveller with 
elevated notions of the company who visit this famous 
spa. 

During my stay here, all was joy, and affability, and 
mirth. In the mornings the ladies played and sang 
for us ; and the evenings were generally enlivened with 
the merry dance. Here I hade farewell to the charm- 
ing family, in whose company I had passed so many 
happy days, and proceeded to Albany. 

The stage stopped a little while in the town of Troy. Troy. 
The name alone was quite sufficient to recall to the mind 
scenes long past and gone. Poor king Priam ! Xapoleon’s 
sorrows, sad and piercing as they were, did not come 
up to those of this ill-fated monarch. The Greeks first 
set his town on fire, and then began to bully : — 

‘‘InecnA Dauai ilomiuantur in uibe." 

One of his sons was slain before his face ; “• ante ora 
parentum, concidit.” Another was crushed to mummy 
by boa-constrictors; “ immensis orbibus angues.” His 
city was rased to the ground, “jacet Ilion ingens.” And 
Pyrrhus ran him through with his sword, “eapulo tenus 
abdidit ensem.’’ This last may be considered as a for- 
tunate stroke for the poor old king. Had his life been 
spared at this juncture he could not have lived long. 

He must have died broken-hearted. He would have seen 
his son-in-law, once master of a noble stud, now. for want 
of a horse, obliged to carry off his father, up hill, on 
his own back, “eessi et sublato, montem geuitore petivi.” 
lie would have heard of his grandson being thrown 
neck and heels from a high tower. “ mittitur Astyanax 
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illis de turrihus.” Hu ■would have been informed of his 
wife tearing out the eyes of king OdryAus v. itli her finger 
nails, “ digitos in perfida luiniua condit.’ Soon alter 
tliis, losing all appearance of woman, slie 'became a bitch, 

** Pcrdi'lit iufelix, x»o^t omnia foimarn/ 

and rent the heavens with her bowlings, 

Exteruasqurf novo latratu tcrvuit auras.' 

Then, becoming distracted with the remembrance of her 
misfortunes, “ vetcrum tneiimr ilia malorum," she took off 
howling into the fields of Thrace. — 

“ Turn quu^ue Sithonio,, ululavit ma-na pc-r agros.” 

Juno, Jove's wife and sister, was heard to declare, that 
poor Hecuba did not deserve so terrible a fate, — 

“ Ip<a Jovii coil juxfjue ^oroi‘[Uc, 

I'VflltU" IltLUl’dlU 11IL1 UlJ"'L‘ lic^.ivcrit ’* 

Had poor I’riain escaped from Troy, one thing, and only 
one thing, would have given him a small ray of satisfac- 
tion, viz., he would have heard of one of his daughters 
nobly preferring to leave this world, rather than live to 
become servant-maid to old ('.redan ladies 

“ Non ec:" McniiMoiiimi m.iIi--, iJclMpuiiiVu superba?, 

AiUpici.tni, ,iut (bail- ivituni m.itiibu., ibu." 

At some future period, should a foreign armed force, or in- 
testine broils, (all which heaven aveit.) raise Troy to the 
dignity of a fortified city, Virgil’s prophecy may then lie 
fulfilled, 

“ At'jUfi itxrum u«l Tit'j.an magnu^ mitti tur Aulullt 

After leaving Tn>v, I passed through a fine country to 
Albany : and then proceeded by steam down the Hudson 
to New York, 
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Travellers hesitate whether to give the preference tc 
Philadelphia or to Xow Turk. Philadelphia is certainly a 
noble city, and its environs beautiful ; but there is a degree 
of quiet and sedateness in it, which, though no doubt very 
agreeable to the man of calm and domestic habits, is not so 
attractive to one of speedy movements. The quantity of 
white marble which is used in the buildings, gives to 
Philadelphia a gay and lively appearance ; but the same- 
ness of the streets, and their crossing each other at right 
angles, are somewhat tiresome. The water-works which 
supply the city, are a proud monument of the skill and 
enterprise of its inhabitants ; and the market is well worth 
the attention of the stranger. 

'When you go to Philadelphia, be sure not to forget to 
visit the Museum. It will afford you a great treat. Some 
of Mr. Peale' s family are constantly in it, and are ever 
ready to show the curiosities to strangers, and to give them 
every necessary information. Mr. Peale has now passed 
his eightieth year, and appears to possess the vivacity, and, 
I may almost add, the activity of youth. 

To the indefatigable exertions of this gentleman is the 
western world indebted for the possession of this splendid 
museum. Mr. Peale is, moreover, an excellent artist. 
Look attentively, T pray you, at the portrait he has taken 
of himself, by desire of the State of Pennsylvania. On 
entering the loom he appears in the act of holding up a 
curtain, to show you his curiosities. The effect ot the 
light upon hi- head i- infinitely striking. I have never 
seen anything finer in the way of light and shade. The 
skeleton of the mammoth is a national treasure. I could 
form but a faint idea of it by de-ciiption, until I had seen 
it. It is the most magnificent skeleton in the world. The 
city ought never to forget the great expense Mr. Peale was 
put to, and tin' -kill and enemy he -bowed, during the 
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many months he spent in searching the swamps, where 
these enormous bones had been concealed from the eyes of 
the world for centuries. 

The extensive squares of this city are ornamented with 
well-grown and luxuriant trees. Its unremitting attention 
to literature might cause it to be styled the Athens of the 
United States. Here, learning and science have taken up 
their abode. The literary and philosophical associations, 
the enthusiasm of individuals, the activity of the press, 
and the cheapness of the publications, ought to raise the 
name of Philadelphia to an elevated situation in the temple 
of knowledge. 

From the press of this city came Wilson's famous 
“ Ornithology." By observing the birds in their native 
haunts, he has been enabled to purge their history of 
numberless absurdities, which inexperienced theorists had 
introduced into it. It is a pleasing and a brilliant work. 
We have no description of birds in any European publica- 
tion that can come up to this. By perusing Wilson’s 
“ Ornithology ’’ attentively before T left England, I knew 
where to look for the birds, and immediately recognised 
them in their native land. 

Since his time, I fear the White-headed Eagles have 
been much thinned. I was perpetually looking out for 
them, but saw very few. One or two came now and then, 
and soared in lofty flight over the falls of Niagara. The 
Americans are proud of tins bird in effigy, and their hearts 
rejoice when its banner is unfurled. Could they not then 
he persuaded to protect the white-headed eagle, and allow 
it to glide in safety over its own native forests ? Were I 
an American, I should think I had committed a kind of 
sacrilege in killing the white-headed eagle. The Ibis was 
held sacred by the Egyptians ; the Hollanders protect the 
Stork ; the Vulture sits unmolested on the top of the 
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houses in the city of Angustura ; and Robin-red-breast, 
for his charity, is cherished by the English : — 

“No burial these pretty babes 
Of any man receives, 

Till robin-red-breast painfully 
Did cover them with leaves." 1 

Poor AVilson was smote by the hand of death, before he 
had finished his work. Prince Charles P.uonaparte, nephew 
to the late emperor Napoleon, aided by some of the most 
scientific gentlemen of Pennsylvania, is continuing this 
valuable and interesting publication. 

New York, with great propriety, may be called the com- 
mercial capital of the new world : — 

“ Uibs .mcmt.i pot. ns, null i .v-«uva. ' 

Ere long, it will he on the coast of North America what 
Tyre once was on that of Syria. In her port are the ships 
of all nations; and in her streets is displayed merchandise 
from all parts of the known world. And then the approach 
to it is so enchanting ! The verdant fields, the woody hills, 
the farms, and country houses, form a beautiful landscape 
as you sail up to the city of New York. 

Broadway is the principal street. It is three miles and 
a half long. I am at a loss to know where to look for a 
street, in any part of the world, which has so many attrac- 
tions as this. There are no steam-engines to annoy you 
by filling the atmosphere full of soot and smoke ; the 
houses have a stately appearance ; while the eye is relieved 
from the perpetual sameness, which is common in most 
streets, by lofty and luxuriant trees. 

Nothing can surpass tire appearance of the American 
ladies, when they take their morning walk, from twelve to 

1 The fault a vain A vMimuar i- ln-j in tin- b.auty of the him. 
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three, in Broadway. The stranger will at once see that 
thev have rejected the extravagant superfluities which ap- 
pear in the London and Parisian fashions : and have only 
retained as much of those costumes, as is liecoming to the 
female form. This, joined to their own just notions of 
dross, is what renders the New York ladies so elegant in 
their attire. The way they wear the Leghorn hat deserves 
a remark or two. With us, tire formal hand of the mil- 
liner hinds down the Trim to one fixed shape, and that 
none of the handsomest. The wearer is obliged to turn her 
head full ninety degrees before she can see the person who 
is 'binding: by her side. But in New York the ladies have 
the brim of the hat not fettered with wire, or tape, or 
ribbon, but puite free and undulating ; and by applying 
the hand to it. they can conceal or expose as much of the 
face as circumstances ivyuire. This hiding and exposing 
of the face, by the bye, is certainly a dangerous movement, 
and often fatal to the passing swain. I am convinced in 
my own mind, that many a determined and unsuspecting 
bachelor, has been shot down by this sudden manoeuvre, 
before he was aware that he was within reach of the 
battery. 

The American ladies seem to have an abhorrence (and a 
very just one too, of wearing caps. When one considers 
for a moment, that women wear the hair long, which nature 
has given them both fur an ornament and to keep the head 
warm, one is apt to wonder, by what peiversion of good 
ta'te they can be induced to endow it in a cap. A mob 
cap, a lace cap, a low cap, a high cap, a Hat cap, a cap with 
ribbons dangling louse, a cap with ribbons tied under tbe 
chin, a [leak cap, an angular cap, a round cap, and a 
pyramid cap ' How would Canova’s Venus look in a mob 
cap If there be any ornament to the head in wearing 
a cap, it must surely be a false ornament. The American 
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ladies are persuaded that the head can he ornamented Fu1 ktu 
without a cap. A rose-hud or two, a woodbine, or a sprig jun;M: ' • 
of eglantine, look well in the braided hair ; and if there 
he raven locks, a lily or a snowdrop may be interwoven 
with effect. 

Xow that the packets are so safe, and make such quick 
passages to the United States, it would be as well if some 
of our head milliners would go on board of them, in lieu 
of getting into the Diligence for Paris. They would bring 
hack more ta»te, and less caricature. And if they could 
persuade a dozen or two of the farmers’ servant girls to 
let urn with them, we should soon have proof positive, 
that as good butter and cheese may he made with the hair 
braided up, and a daisy or primrose in it, as butter and 
cheese made in a cap of barbarous shape ; washed, perhaps, 
in soap-suds last new moon. 

Xew York has very good hot'ds, and genteel boarding- Jfni.-k 
houses. All charges included, you do not pay above two 
dollars a day. Little enough, when you consider the 
capital accommodations, and the abundance of food. 

In this city, ns well as in others which 1 visited, every 
body seemed to walk at bis ease. I could see no inclina- 
tion for jostling; no impertinent staling at you; nor 
attempts to create a row in order to pick your pocket. I 
would stand for an hour together in J headway, to observe 
the passing multitude. There is certainly a gentleness in 
tlie^e people, both to be admired and imitated. I could 
see very few dogs, still fewer cats, and but a very small 
proportion of fat women in the streets of Xew Yoik. The 
climate was the only tiling that I had really to find fault 
with; and as the autumn was now approaching, I began to 
think of picpariiig for warmer regions. 

Strangers are a] it to get violent cold, on account of the tv. 
sudden change of the atmosphere. The noon would often 
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iituh be as waim as tropical weather, and the close of day cold 

'" l[ ‘ LM v - and chilly. This mu-t sometime? not with severity upon 
the newly-arrived stranger : and it requires more care and 
circumspection than 1 am master of to guard against it. 
I contracted a had and obstinate cough, which did not 
quite leave me till I had got under the regular heat of the 
sun. near the equator. 

Ac J may he asked, wa? it all good fellowship and civility 

during my stay in the United States ? Did no forward 
person cause offence ? was there no exhibition of drunken- 
m-s. or swearing, or rudeness • or display of conduct which 
disgraces civilized man in other countries? I answer, very 
few indeed: scarce any north remembering, and none 
worth noticing. These are a gentle and a civil people. 
Should a traveller, now and then in the long run, witness 
a h w of the -cones alluded to, he ought not, on his return 
home, to adduce a solitarv instance or two, as the custom 
of the country. In roving through the vilds of Guiana, I 
have sometimes seen a tn-e hollow at heart, shattered and 
leafless ; but I did not on that account condemn its 
vigorous neighbouis. and put down a memorandum that 
the wo. .'Is were bad : on tin- contrary, I made allowances : 
a tbund'-r-'toi in, the whirlwind, a blight from heaven 
might have robbed it of its bloom, and caused its present 
Di bid. bug appearance. And, in Duving the forest, I car- 
ried away the impression, that though some few of the 
tier- Mere dc f. dive, the rest wore an ornament to the 
vil.K lull of u-e-s and viitue-, and capable of benefiting 
the wuild in a supeiior degree. 

A loan generally travels into foreign countries for his 
own i ml-: and 1 suspect there is scarcely an indance to lie 
i"und of a p.-i son leaving his own home solely with the 
intention of benefiting those amongst whom he is about to 
tiavel. A commercial -peeulatiun, curiosity, a wish for 
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information, a desire to reap benefit from an acquaintance 
with our distant fellow-creatures, are the geneial iuduce- 
ments for a man to leave his own fiie-si. lo. Thi- one lit 
never to he forgotten; and then the traveller will journey 
on under the persuasion that it rather becomes him to 
court than expect to he courted, as his own interest is the 
chief object of his travels. With this in view, he will 
always render himself pleasant to the natives ; and they 
are sure to repay his little acts of courtesy with ample 
interest, and with a fund of information which will he of 
great service to him. 

While in the United States. I found our western hiotlmr 
a very pleasant fellow ; hut his portrait lias been drawn in 
such different shades, by dilferent traveller wlm have been 
through his territory, that it ropain^ a pet son, .1 interview 
before a correct idea can be formed of bis tme ich'ivs. lie 
is very inquisitive ; but it is quite wrong <>n t ! . it account 
to tax him with being of on im] ettiiient turn, lie merely 
interrogates you for inhumation : and when vou have 
satisfied him on that score, only ask him in tour turn for 
an account of what is going on in hi- own cuuutiy, and he 
will tell you everything about it vitli gre.U good humour, 
and in excellent language, lie Las certainly hit upon the 
way (but I could not make out by what means , of speak- 
ing a much purer English language than that v. inch is in 
general spoken oil the patent soil. Tin's C't-'ni-hed me 
much; but it is really the case. Amongst L.'s many good 
qualities, lie has one unenviable, and, 1 may ..dd a bad 
propensity: lie is immoderately lend of .smoking He may 
say, that he learned it from hi? nurse, viilr v.linm it vv, 
once much in vogue. In Dutcii William'- time la 1 wa- a 
man of bad taste,, the English gentleman cmil i not do 
without his pipe. During the short space of time that 
corporal Tiim v, as at the mu inquiring ; ilcr p ■ w l.c -vr-A 
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health, my uncle Toby had knocked the ashes out of three 
pipes. “ It was not till my uncle Toby had knocked the 
ashes out of his third pipe,” &c. Xow these times have 
luckily gone by, and the custom of smoking amongst 
genteel Englishmen has nearly died awav with them ; it is 
a foul custom ; it makes a foul mouth, and a foul place 
where the smoker stand? ; however, every nation has its 
whims. John Bull relishes stinking venison ; a French- 
man depopulates whole swamps in quest of frogs; a 
Dutchman's pipe is never out of his mouth ; a liussian 
will eat tallow candles ; and the American indulges in the 
cigar. “ De gustibus non est disputandum.” 

Our western brother is in possession of a country replete 
with everything that can contribute to the happiness and 
comtort of mankind. His code of laws, purified by ex- 
perience and common sense, has fully answered the expec- 
tations of the public. By acting up to the true spirit ol 
this code, he has reaped immense advantages from it. His 
advancement, as a nation, has been rapid beyond all calcu- 
lation ; and, young as he is, it may be remarked, without 
any impropriety, that he is now actually reading a salutary 
lesson to the rest of the civilized world. 

It is but some forty years ago, that he had the dispute 
with his nurse about a dish of tea. She wanted to force 
the boy to drink it according to her own receipt. He said, 
lie did not like it, and that it absolutely made him ill. 
After a good deal of sparring, she took up the birch rod, 
and began to whip him with an uncommon degree ot 
asperity. 'When the poor lad found that he must either 
drink the nauseous dish of tea or be flogged to death, he 
turned upon her in self-defence ; showed her to the outside 
of the nursery door, and never more allowed her to meddle 
with his affairs. 

Since the independence, the population ha? increased 
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from three to ten millions. A tine navy lias been built ; 
and everything attended to that could ensure prosperity 
at home, and respect abroad. 

The former wilds of North America bear ample testi- 
mony to the achievements of this enterprising people. 
Forests have been cleared away, swamps drained, canals 
dug, and nourishing settlements established. From the 
shores of the Atlantic an immense column of knowledge 
has rolled into the interior. The Mississippi, the Ohio, 
the Missouri, and their tributary streams, have been 
wonderfully benefited by it. It now seems as if it were 
advancing towards the stony mountains; and probably 
will not become stationary till it readies the Pacific 
Ocean. This almost immeasurable territory affords a 
shelter and a home to mankind in geneial: Jew or Gentile, 
kiug’s-man or republican, he meets with a friendly recep- 
tion in the United States. His opinions, his persecutions, 
his errors, or mistakes, however they may have injured 
him in other countries, are dead, and of no avail on his 
ariival here. Provided he keeps the peace, lie is sure to 
be at rest. 

Politicians of other countries imagine that intestine 
feuds will cause a division in this commonwealth ; at 
present there certainly appears to be no reason for such 
a conjecture. Heaven forbid that it should happen ! The 
world at large would suffer by it. For ages yet to come, 
may this great commonwealth continue to be the United 
States of North America. 

The sun was now within a week or two ot passing into 
the southern hemisphere, and the mornings and evenings 
were too cold to be comfortable. I embarked for the 
island of Antigua, with the intention ol calling at the 
different inlands in the Oanbboan sea on m\ u.iv ouet 
mure towards the vilds of Guiana. 
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r nn.iii VP w-io iLiuy *l.i y-j i;i making Antigua, anil tliaukeil 
K - Nl *• Plot id.-uw ior ordering u- so long a passage. A tre- 
m-uidou- ede of wind. approaching to a hurricane, had 
don- niii'di damage in ilie dYr-st Indies. Had our passage 
l.i in nf ni din-ivy h ngtii. we should inevitably have been 
i i'ii iii in ! in- ■_ -1 ' -. 

,<?!. . St. dinin'- 1 - tli-.- capital of Antigua. In better times it 

may have liad its gai-ti-, and amusements. At present, it 
appivi- sad and woi-bt-gone. The houses, which are 
clm-tly nt w i H i i , si t-ni as if tiny had not had a coat of 
paint Ihr m my wars ; tin- slieet- are uneven and ill- 
pavc I . ai-d as the .-irauu.-r wanders tln-ougli them, he 
Ai-ctli- iaucy r Ii, 1 1 tiiev would alford a congenial promenade 
to tin? man who is about to take his last leave of surround- 
ing wmbilv rm-'-ry, before he bangs himself. There had 
bc-i-n no lain for -ome time, so that the parched and barren 
pasture near tin- town might, with great truth, he called 
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Losinante's own. The mules feeding on them, put you in 
mind of Ovid’s description of famine: — 

“Dura cutis, per qua in spc.rari vi^ecia 

It is somewhat singular, that there is nut a single river or 
hrook in the whole island of Antigua. In this it differs 
from Tartary in tile other world; which, according to old 
writers, has live rivers ; viz. Acheron, Hilegethon, Cueytu-. 
Styx, and Lethe. 

In this island I found the Led Start, desci ihed in WiLon's 
“ Ornithology of the United States.'’ I wished to learn 
whether any of tlie-e birds remain the whole year m 
Antigua, and breed there ; or whether they all leave it for 
the north when the sun comes out of the southern hemi- 
sphere ; hut, upon impure, [ could get no information 
whatever. 

After passing a dull Week here, 1 sailed for (luadaloupe. 
whose hold and cloud-capped mountains have a grand 
appearance as you approach the island. Lassetene, the 
capital, is a neat town, with a handsome public walk 
in the middle of it, well shaded by a low of fine tamarind 
trees on each side. Ilehiud the town, La Sotillrierc raises 
its high romantic summit; and oil a clear day, \ oil may 
see the volcanic smoke which issues lrom it. 

Xearly midway, betwixt (luadaloupe and Dominica, you 
descry the Saintes. Though high, and bold, and rocky, 
they have still a diminutive appearance when compand 
with their two gigantic neighbours. You ju-t see Maii- 
galante to windward of them, some leagues olf. about a 
yard high in the horizon. 

Dominica is majestic in high and rugged mountains. 
As you sail along it, you cannot help admiring its beauti- 
ful coffee plantations, in places so abrupt and -keep, that 
you w ould pronounce them almost liiaci e-'ible. Roseau. 
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tlie capital, is but a small town, and lias nothing attractive 
except the well-known hospitality of the present harbour- 
master, who is particularly attentive to strangers, and 
furni-lies them with a world of information concerning the 
West Indies. Bo-eau has seen better days; and you can 
trace good taste and judgment in the way in which the 
town has originally been laid out. 

Some years ago it was visited by a succession of mis- 
fortunes, which smote it so severely, that it has never 
recovered its former appearance. A strong French fleet 
bombarded it; while a raging Are destroyed its finest 
buildings. Some time after, an overwhelming flood rolled 
down the gullies and Assures of the adjacent mountains, 
and carried all before it. Men, women, and children, 
bouse-', and propel tv, were all swept away b\ this mighty 
torrent. The terrible seem- was said to beggar all descrip- 
tion, and the loss was immense. 

Dominica is famous for a large species of Frog, which 
tlie inhabitants keep in readiness to 'laughter for the table. 
In the woods of this island, the large Rhinoceros Fee th- 
is very common ; it measures above six inches in length 
In the same woods is found the beautiful Humming-bird, 
the breast and throat of which are of a biilliaut changing 
purple. I have searched for this bird in Brazil, and 
through the whole of the wilds from tlie Bio Branco 
which is a branch of the Amazons, to the river I’.iuuiurun. 
but never could find it. 1 was told by a man in the 
Fgyptian-Hall, in Piccadilly, that this humming-bird i- 
found in Mexico: but upon questioning him mole about 
it, bis information seemed to have been acquired by 
hc-nisty ; and so I concluded that it docs not appear in 
Mexico. T sii'pri t that it is never found out of tic 
Antilles. 

Alt' 1 having Dominica yon -oni; reach the gland 
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and magnificent island of Martinico. St. Idem 1 , its , 0 tri: i-u 
capital, is a tine town, and possesses every comfort. T "l_ r Lli' ’ 
The inhabitants seem to pay considerable attention to 
the cultivation of the tropical fruits. A stream of water 
runs down the streets with great rapidity, producing a 
pleasing effect as you pass along. 

Here I had an opportunity of examining a Cuckoo, 
which had just been shot. Tt was exactly the same a> 
i lie Metallic Cuckoo in "Wilson's “Ornithology." They 
told me it is a migratory bird in Martinico. It probably 
repairs to this island alter its departure from the Failed 
States. 

At a little distance from Martinico, the celebrated 
1 tiainond Hock lises in insulated majesty out of the 
sea. It was fortified dining the last war with France, 
and bntvely defended by an English captain. 

In a lew lioitis from Martinico, you arc at M. Lucie. ••>'. A ■ 
whose rough and towering mountains fill you with sub- 
lime ideas, as you approach its rocky shore. The town 
( ’a-tries is iptite embayed. It was literally blown to ("-,,■■■ 
pieces bv the fatal hurricane, in which the unfortunate 
eoternor and his lady lost their lives. Its present for- 
lorn and gloomy appearance, and the gra-s which is grown 
up in the streets, too plainly show that its hour of joy i- 
passed away : and that it is in mouiinne, a-- it were, with 
the rest of the Liitisli West Indies. 

From St. Lucie, I proceeded to Lai dadoes in quest et a 
conveyance to the island of Trinidad. 

A ear JJridgetown. the capital of Larbadoc -, I saw the 
metallic cuckoo, already alluded to. 

Lnrbadoes is no longer the merry bland it was when 1 P' 

\ hili-d it ■ i line years ago - 


'* ihkllx iial ltillll , t- Hi | "I !•: IlLHl' lull'll. 
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fourth There is an old song, to the tune of La Belle Catharine, 
ju up^e y. which must evidently have been composed in brighter 
times : — • 

** ( ‘.‘HD. !• t llt> lluiC'C* .1 lit l -Hi . 

WI nil * 1 ».u 1 hi 1 ' o - 1> 11-. <lo ling : 

< ju.i-li* - t:.'- U'l<U'.*->ninu. 

Ami Vi i:U" pLi}" tlic lute." 

QuasluM fiddle was -blent : and mute was the lute of 
Venus durim; my <uy in Bavbadoes. The difference 
betwixt the French and British Blands was very striking. 
The first appeared happy and content ; the second were 
filled with murmurs and complaints. The late proceedings 
Slnc-rj. in .Kngland, concerning slavery, and the insurrection in 
Demerara, had evidently caused the gloom. The abolition 
of slavery is a que-tinn lull of benevolence and fine 
feeling-^, ditlieullb'S and danger : — - 

T.iiitum nr HO* fM-b ilum vi -5 j»roiL -^c viili-t<>. 

It rerpiires consummate priulence, and a vast fund of true 
information, in order to draw just conclusions on this 
important subject. 1’liactmi, by awkward driving, set the 
world on lire : ‘ Sjlviu cum moutibus ardent.” Diedalus 
gave his soil a pair ol' wings without considering the con- 
sequence ; the bov flew out ot all bounds lost his wind's 
and tumbled into tin- sen: — - 

"L-.uiis, Ic.u;.- uonnn.i fecit ,u[uis" 

V hen the old man saw what had happened, he damned his 
own liandicrait ii. wing-making; “ devovitrjuc suas artes.” 
Prudence is a cardinal virtue: — 

“ Umiiui i.oijMiltii inuitc gi-ixiula 

Foresight is half the battle. ‘' Humble apereebido, medio 
combat ido,” says Don Quixote, or Sanelio, I do not 
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remember which. Hail queen H as weighed well in her own 
mind the probable consequences of tills lamentable tratlie, 
it is likely she would not have been owner of two vessels 
in Sir John Hawkins's squadron, which committed the 
first robbery in negro tHsli on the coast of Africa. As 
philanthropy is the very life and soul of this momentous 
question on slavery, winch is certainly fraught with great 
difficulties and danger, perhaps it would be as well at 
present for the nation to turn its thoughts to poor ill-fated 
Ireland, where oppression, poveity, and rags make a lieait- 
rending appeal to the feelings of the benevolent. 

But to proceed. There was another thing which added 
to the dulness of Ilaibadoos, and which seined to have 
considerable effect in keeping away strangers from the 
island. Tlie legislature had passed a most extraordinary 
bill, by virtue of which every person who arrives at 
Bavbadoes is obliged to pay two dollars, and two dollars 
more on his departure from it. Tt is called the alien bill ; 
and every Barbadian who leaves or returns to the island, 
and every Englishman too, pays the tax! 

Finding tro vessel here for Trinidad, 1 embarked in 
a schooner for Hemerara, landed there after being nearly 
stranded on a sand-bank, and proceeded without loss of 
time to the forests in the interior. It was the dry 
season, which renders a residence in the woods very 
delightful. 

There are three speeded of dacamar to be found on the 
diiferent sand-hills and dry savannas of Demerara; but 
there is another much larger and far more beautiful to be 
seen when you anive in that part of the country where 
there are rocks. The j.i'-unar has no alfinity to the wood- 
pecker or kingfisher, ('notwithstanding what travellers 
affirm,) either in its haunts or anatomy. The jacamar 
lives entirely on insects, but never goes in search of them. 
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It 'its patiently for hours together on the branch of a tree, 
and when the incautious insect approaches, it flies at it 
with the rapidity of an arrow, seizes it, and generally 
returns to eat it on the branch which it had just quitted. 
Tt lias not the least attempt at song, is very solitary, and 
so tame that you may get within three or four yards of it 
before it takes flight. The males of all the different species 
which I have examined have white feathers on the throat. 

I suspect that all the male jacaumrs hitherto discovered 
have this distinctive mark. I could learn nothing of its 
incubation. The Indians informed me that one species of 
jaeamar lays its eggs in the Wood- Ants’ nests, which are 
<o frequent in the trees of Guiana, and appear like huge 
black balls. I wish there had been proof positive of this : 
but the breeding time was over; and in the ants’ nests 
which I examined, I could find no marks of birds having 
ever been in them. Early in January the jaeamar is in 
line plumage for the cabinet of the naturalist. The largest 
specie.' measures ten inches and a half from the point of 
the beak to the end of the tail ; its name amongst the 
Indian-* is Una-wnya-aduueati, that is, grandfather of the 
jaeamar. Tt is certainly a splendid lard ; and in brilliancy 
and changeable-lie's of its metallic colours, it yields to 
none of the Asiatic and African feathered tribe. The 
colours of the female are nearly as bright as those of the 
male, but she wants the white feather-mu the throat. The 
laige jaeamar is pretiy common about two hundred miles 
up the ii\er Demenau. 

lleie 1 had a line opportunity once more of examining 
the Iliiee-tofed Sloth. He was in the house with me for a 
day or two. Had I taken a desciiption of him as he lay 
'piawling on the floor, I should have mided the world, and 
biim-ed natural hi-dory On the ground he ci .neared rcallj 
a bungl-.d ceiiipo'iu. in, and iaully at all point' ; awkward- 
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ness and misery were depicted on Ins countenance : and 
when I made him advance he sighed as though in pain. 
Perhaps it was, that by seeing him thus out of his element 
as it were, that the Count de Button, in his history of the 
sloth, asks the question — -"'Why should not some animals 
be created for misery, since, in the human species, the 
greatest number of individuals are devoted to pain from 
the moment of their existence ? ’’ Were the question put 
to me, I would answer, I cannot conceive that any of them 
are created for misery. That thousands live in misery 
there can he no doubt ; but then, misery has overtaken 
them in their path tlnough life, and wherever man has 
come up with them, I should suppose they have seldom 
(“scaped from experiencing a ceitain proportion of misery. 

After fully satisfying myself that it only leads the world 
into error to describe the sloth while he is on the gnuuid, 
or in any place except in a tree, 1 carried the one i had 
in my possession to his native haunts. As soon as he 
came in contact with the branch of a tree, all went right 
with him. I could see as lie climbed up into his own 
country, that he was on the right road to happiness ; and 
felt persuaded more than ever, that the woild has hitherto 
erred in its conjectures concerning the sloth, on account 
of naturalists, not having given a description of him when 
ho was in the only position in which he ought to have 
been described, namely, clinging to the branch of a tree. 

x\s the appearance of this part of the country bears 
great resemblance to Cayenne, and is so near to it, I was 
in hopes to have found the Grande < lobe Dduin he ol‘ Billion, 
and the scptieoluiired Tangarn. both of which were common 
in Cayenne ; hut attar many diligent M-arches, I did not 
succeed : nor could I learn from the Indians that they had 
ever seen those two Species ot hinC in the-e parts. 

Here I piocured the Grosbeak with a rich scaibt 
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body, and black head and throat. IhUi'uii mentions it as 
coming from America. I had been in quest of it for years, 
but could never see it, and concluded that it was not to 
be found in Demerara. The bird is of a greenish brown 
before it acquires its lich plumage. 

Amongst the bare roots ol the trees, alongside of this 
part of the river, a red crab sometimes makes its appear- 
ance, a? you are passing up and down. It is preyed upon 
by a large species of Owl, which I was fortunate enough 
to procure. Its head, back, wings and tail, are of so dark 
a brown as almost to appear black. The breast is of a 
.somewhat lighter brown. The belly and thighs are of a 
dirty yellow white. The feathers round the eyes are of 
the same dark brown as the rest of the Lody; and then 
comes a circle of white, which lam the appearance of a 
large pair of spectach s. I strongly suspect that the dirty 
yellow white of the belly and thighs has originally been 
pure white : and that it has come to its present colour by 
means of the bird daiting down upon its prey in the mud. 
IJut this is meie conjecture. 

Here too, close to the river, I frequently saw the bird 
called Sun-bird by the Knglisli colonists, and Tirana by the 
Spaniard? in the Oroonuque. It is very elegant ; and in 
its oulwaid appearance approaches neat to the heron tribe; 
still it does not live upon fish. Hies and insects are its 
food; and it takes them just as a boron takes ti?h, by 
approaching near and tin n striking with it? beak at its 
prey so quirk, that it ha? no (.bailee to escape. The 
beautiful mixture of grey, yellow, green, black, white, and 
chestnut in the plumage ot this bird, batiles any attempt 
to gi\e a description of the distribution of them which 
would lie satisf.iotoiy to the reader. 

There is something lvmaih.ible in the great Tiuamou, 
which I sii'pei t bus hitli-rto escaped notice. It invariably 
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roosts in trees ; Lut. the feet are so small in proportion 
to the lo:ly of this bulky bird, that they can be of no 
use to it in "rasping the branch : and, moreover, the hind 
toe is so short, that it does not touch the ground when the 
bird is walking. The hack part of the leg, just below the 
knee, is quite Hat, and somewhat concave. On it are 
strong pointed scales, which are very rough, and catch 
your linger as you move it along from the knee to the tire, 
Now, by means of these scales, and the particular flatness 
of that part of the leg, the bird is enabled to sleep in safety 
upon the branch of a tree. 

At the close of day, the great tinamou gives a loud, 
monotonous, plaintive whittle, and then immediately 
springs into the tree. liy the light of the full moon, the 
vigilant and cautious naturalist may See him sitting in the 
position already described. 

The small Tinamou has nothing that can he called a 
tail. It never lays more than one egg, 'which is of a 
chocolate colour. It makes no nests, hut merely snatches 
a little hollow in the sand, generally at the foot of a tree. 

Here we have an instance of a 1 dial, the d/eoi a partridge, 
and of the same tribe, lading only one egg, while the rest 
of the family, from the peahen to the quail, arc known to 
lay a considerable number. The foot of this bird, is very 
small in propoition, but the hack j mi t of the leg hi ars no 
resemblance to that of the larger tinamou; lienee one 
might conclude that it sleeps upon the ground. 

Independent of the hollow trees, the Vampires have 
another hiding-place. They clear out the inside of t lie 
large ants' nests, and then take j.ossi-S'ioii ot the shell. 
I had gone about half a day down the river, to a part 
of the forest wheie the wullnh.i-tiees were in great 
plenty. The Seeds bad lipem-d, ami I was in hopes to have 
got the large scarlet ara. which Ice.], mi them. lint. 
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uul'mtunately, the time had passed away, and tlie seeds 
had fallen. 

While ranging here in the forest, we stopped under an 
ants’ nest ; and, by the dirt below, conjectured that it 
had got new tenants. Thiifking it no hat in to dislodge 
them, *• vi et at mis,” an Indian hoy ascended the tree: 
but, before ho readied the liest, out tle'.v above a dozen 
Vampires. 

I luve formerly remarked, that I wished to have it in 
my power to my, that I had been sucked by the vampire. 

I gate them many an oppoitunily, hut they always fought 
diy ; and though they now sucked a young man of the 
Indian breed very severely, as he v, a.s sleeping in his 
hammock in the shed next to mine, they would have 
nothing to do with me. His groat too seemed to have all 
tin- attractions. I examined it minutely as he was lulliing 
it in the liver at doybre dr. The midnight surgeon had 
mode a hole in it ulna id of a tiiaiigular shape, and the hluod 
was then running Irum it apace. His hammock was so 
defied and '■tdm-.d with dotted blood, that he was obliged 
to beg an old black woman to wash it. As she was taking 
it down to the liver side, 'lie spread it out before me, and 
'hook her head. I remmked, that I supposed her own toe 
was too old and tough to invite the Vampire-dudor to get 
his (.upper out of it; and she answered, with a "tin, that 
doctors generally preferred young people. 

Xohodv has yet been able to inform me how it is that 
the i umpire mining's to draw siidi a large ipiantity of 
flood, w in -rally from the toe, and the patient, all the time, 
remain in a profound sleep. ] have novel heard of an 
instance of a. man waking under the operation. On the 
contrniy, lie continues in a sound deep, and at the time of 
t'i'ing. his eyes fir-t inform him that there has been a 
tlui'ty tliiet oil liis toe* 
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The teeth of the vampire are very '■harp, and not unlike 
those of the rat. If it be that lie inlliets the wounds 
with his teeth, (and he seems to have no other instru- 
ments,) one would suppose that the acuteness of the pain 
would cause the person who is sucked, to awake. We 
are in darkness in this matter; and 1 know of no means 
by which one might be enabled to throw light upon it. 
It is to be hoped that some future wanderer through the 
wilds of ( luiana, will be more fortunate than T have been, 
and catch this nogturnal depredator in the fact. I have 
once before mentioned that I killed a vampire which 
measured thirty-two indies from wing to wing extended ; 
but others, which I have since examined, ha\e generally 
been from twenty to twenty-six inches in dimeii'ion. 

The large humming-bird, called by the Indians lvura- 
bimiti, invaiiably builds its nc't in the slender branches 
of the trees which hang over the livers and creeks. In 
appearance, it is like brown tunned leather, and without a 
particle of lining. The rim of tin* ne-t is double inwards, 
and I always conjectured that it had taken this shape on 
account of the body of the bird pre-bug again-d it while 
she was laying her eggs. 1 kit this is ipute a wrong 
conjecture. Instinct has taught the bird to give it this 
shape, in order that the eggs may be pivw-nted from 
rolling out. 

The trees on the river’s bank are puiticularly exposed 
to violent gusts of wind, and while 1 have been -btting in 
the canoe, and looking on, I have seen the 'lender brunch 
of the tree which held the humming-bhd \s ne>t so wolciitlv 
shaken, that the bottom of the lii-ide of the lie-t has 
appeared, and had there been nothing at the rim to 
stop the eggs, they must inevitably have been jerked 
into the water. I sti'pect the humming-bird never lu\s 
more than two eggs. I never found more than two in anv 
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of tlie many npsts which have come in my way. The eggs 
were always white, v> it hout any spiots on them. 

Probably traveller have erred in asserting that the 
monkeys of .South America throw sticks and fruit at tlieir 
pursuer?. 1 have had tine opportunities of narrowly 
watching the dilferent species of monkeys which are found 
in the i\ lids, betwixt the Amazons and the Oroonoijue- 
1 entirely acquit them of acting on the oil'eiisive. When 
tlie monkeys are in the high trees over your head, the 
dead branches will now and then fall down upon you, 
having keen broken olT as the monkeys pass along them ; 
hut they are never hurled from their hands. 

Monkeys, commonly so called, both in the old ami new 
continent, may he classed in‘o three grand divisions; 
namely, the ap“, which has no tail whatever: the Lahoon, 
which has only a short tail ; and the monkey, which has 
a long tail. There are no apes, and no baboms, as vet 
discovered in the new world. Its monkeys may be verv 
•well and very briefly ranged under two heads : namely, 
those with hairy and budiy taih; and those whose tails 
are bare ol hair underneath, about six inches from the 
extremity. Tims- with hairy and bushy tails climb just 
like the squirrel, and make no use of the tail to help them 
from branch to branch. Tuum.: which have the tail bare 
underneath towards the end, find it of infinite advantage 
to them, in tlieir ascent and descent Thev apply it to the 
branch ot the trem as though it were a suppdo finger, and 
io-qui-ntly .-wing by it irom the branch like the pendulum 
ot a i lock, it answers all the purposes of a fifth hand to 
the monkey, as naturalists have already observed. 

-I J| p large red monkey ot Dernorura is not a baboon, 
though it goes by that name, having a long p.rensile tail. 1 

1 I 1" lit-va i, a new-coiiipd word. 1 liny v. ii ir, tilt do nut 
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Nothing crai sound more dreadful than its nocturnal 
bowlings. While lying in your hammock in these gloomy 
and immeasurable wilds, you hear him howling at in- 
tervals, from eleven o’clock at night till daybreak. You 
would suppose that half the wild beasts of the forest were 
collecting for the work of carnage. .Now, it is the tremen- 
dous roar of the jaguar, as he springs on liis prey : now, 
it changes to his terrible and deep-timed growlings, 
ns he is pressed on all sides by superior force ; and 
now, you hear his last dying moan, beneath a mortal 
wound. 

Some naturalists have supposed that these awful sounds, 
which you would fancy are those of enraged and dying 
wild beasts, proceed from a number of the red monkeys 
howling in concert. One of them alone is capable of 
producing all these sounds ; and the anatomists, on an 
inspection of his trachea, will be fully satisfied that this 
is the case. "When you look at him, as he is sitting on 
the branch of a tree, you will see a lump in his throat, 
the size of a large hen’s egg. In dark and cloudy 
weather, and just before a scpiall of rain, this monkey will 
often howl in the daytime ; and if you advance cautiously, 
and get under the high and tufted tree where he is sitting, 
you may have a capital opportunity of witnessing his 
wonderful powers of producing these dreadful and dis- 
cordant sounds. 

Ilis ilesli is good food ; but when skinned, his appear- 
ance is so like that of a young one of our own species, 
that a delicate stomach might possibly revolt at the idea of 
putting a knife and folk into it. However. I can aliirin, 
from experience, that after a long and dreary march 
through these remote forests, the flesh of this monkey is 
not to he sneezed at, when boiled in Cayenne pepper, or 
roasted on a stick over a good fire A young one ta>te-s 
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not unlike a kid, and the old one* have somewhat the 
ilavour of lie-goat. 

I mentioned, in a former adventure, that I had hit upon 
an entirely new plan of nuking the skins of quadrupeds 
retain their exact form and feature. Intense application 
to the subject has since that period enabled me to shorten 
the process, and hit the char.ti.-ter of an animal to a very 
preat nicety, even to the preservation of the pouting lip, 
dimples, warts, and wrinkles on the face. I got a fine 
specimen of the howling monkey ; and took some pains 
with it, in order to show the immense difference that 
exists betwixt the features of this monkey, and those 
of man. 

I also procured an animal which has caused not a little 
speculation and astonishment, in my opinion, his thick 
coat of hair, and great length of tail, put his species out 
of all question ; but then his face and head cause the 
inspector to pause for a moment, before ho vontuies to 
pronounce his opinion of the classification. He was a 
large animal, and as I was pressed for d.g\ light, and more- 
over, felt no inclination to have the whole weight of his 
body upon my back, I contented myself with his head 
and shoulders, which i cut off: and have brought them 
with me to Kurope . 1 I have since found, that I acted 
quite light in doing so. having had enough to answer for 
the head alone, without saying anything of his hands and 
feet, and of his tali, which appendage, Lord Karnes asserts, 
belongs to lls. 

The featmos of this animal are quite of the (Grecian 
cent ; and he has a placidity of countenance which shows 

1 My v., 11114 lii.-n-l, Mr. -T. If. IX.fj.iiiA..-, cM.-r - if Tln.tnus i'nl j.iuibo, 

r-1. 1,1 VVak.li. M, In- in ..I.- ,i .Ir.iwiiia "I tin In-.-.l .m-l slnmlil. is this 
■iiiiiii.il, (>■■.' 1 1 1 >nt i - [He , .ii.il it is i ci t a! ill y a lu'.st conx-i t .uni staking 

ilk'Caes' ,1 til, .illLlili.il. 
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that things went well with him when in life. Some 
gentlemen of great skill and talent, on inspecting his • T>i rl:NI Y 
head, were convinced that the whole series of its features 
has been changed. Others again have hesitated, and 
betrayed doubts, not being able to make up their minds, 
whether it be possible, that the brute features of the 
monkey can he changed into the noble countenance of 
man. — “ Scinditur vulgus."’ One might argue at consider- 
able length on this novel subject ; and perhaps, after all, 
produce little more than prolix pedantry. “ Vox et 
pneterea nihil.” 

Let us suppose for an instant that it is a now .species. 

"Well; “ I'll a golondrina no hace verano ; one swallow 
does not make summer, as Sanelio I’anza says. Still, for 
all that, it would he well worth while going out to sennit 
for it ; and those times of l’a'eo-lVruvian enterprise are 
favourable to the undertaking. IVihaps, gentle readers, 
you would wish me to go in quest of another. I tumid 
beg leave respectfully to answer, that the way is dubious, 
long, and dreary; and though, unibitunately, I cannot 
allege the excuse of “ me pia con jux detinet," still I 
would fain crave a little repose. I have already hceu 
a long while errant : — 

“ Li'ii.iM milii fMln, ft uwiiui ipniis a qnnr Ainvi. 

Se lu.iinhito Jmhi, 11. mi sum «lrt*-'UN 

Should anybody be induced to go. great and innumerable 
are the discoveries yet tu be made in tliu.se remote wilds ; 
and should he succeed in bringing home, even a head alone, 
with features as peifect as those of that which I have 
brought, far from being envious of him. I should consider 
him a modern Abides, fully entitled to legist.. r a thir- 
teenth labour. Xow if, on the other hand, we argue, that 
this head in question has had all its original featuies 
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foveth destroyed, and a set of new ones given to it, by what 
j uries l v. means lias this hitherto unheard-of change been effected ? 
Nobody in our museums has as yet been able to restore 
the natural features to stuffed animals ; and he who has 
any doubts of this, let him take a living eat or dog, and 
compare them with a stuffed cat or dog in any of the 
first-rate museums. A momentary glance of the eye 
would soon settle his doubts on this head. 

If I have succeeded in effacing the features of a brute, 
and putting those of a man in their place, we might be 
entitled to say, that the &un of I’roteus lias risen to our 
museums : — 

4< n.iu- i*i • hi' I*- in, fu< :< ^ in onmes : 

Null - liwinn, lulu.; ; UUll-‘ t-<[Ud, mill', lillllkr 

If I have c- fiec ted thK we can now give to one side of 
the skin of a man's face the appearance of eighty years, 
and to the other side that of blooming seventeen. We 
could make the iorehead and eyes serene in youthful 
hc-auty, ami .-dntne the mouth and jaws to the features of 
a malicious old ape. Here is a new fit-id opened to the 
adventurous and experimental naturalist: I have trodden 
it up and down till I am almost weary. To get at it 
myself I have groped through an alley, which may be 
styled, in the words of Ovid, — 

“ Amuu<, cUnjui.8, euiiyn.; 'iui-us "1 uua. ' 

I pray tlice, gentle reader, let me out a while. Time 
passes on apace ; and I want to take thee to have a peep 
at the spots where mines are supposed to exist in Guiana. 
As the stoiy of this singular head has, probably, not been 
made out to thy satisfaction, perhaps, (I may say it nearly 
in Corporal Trim’s words,) on some long and dismal wintei’s 
evening, but not now. I may tell thee more about it ; 
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together with tliafc of another head, which is equally 
striking. 

It is comtuoniy reported, and I think theie is no leusun to 
doubt the fact, that when Ihineraia and Essequibo were 
under the Dutch Hag, there were mines of gold and silver 
opened near to the river Essequibo. The miners were nut 
successful in their undeitaking, and it is generally con- 
jectured that their failure proceeded from inexperience. 

Now, when you ascend the Essequibo, some bundled 
miles above the place where these mines are said to be 
found, j’oit get into a high, rocky, and mountainous 
country. Here many of the mountains have a very 
barren aspect, producing only a few stinted shrubs, and 
here and there a tuft of coarse grass. I could not learn 
that they have ever been explored, and at this day their 
mineralogy is totally unknown to us. The Indians are so 
thinly scattered in this part of the country, that there 
would be no impropriety in calling it uninhabited: — 

“Appaiuit l.ni ciuuit« in gnigiU- \aA<i." 

It remains to be yet learnt, whether this portion of 
Guiana be worth looking alter, with respect to its supposed 
mines. The mining speculations at pie.-cut are flowing 
down another channel. The rage in England for working 
the mines of other states has now li-en to such a pitch, 
that it would require a considerable degree of caution in 
a mere wanderer of the woods, in stepping forward to say 
anything that might tend to raise or depiesS the spirit- 
of the speculators. 

A question or two, howewr, might he asked. 'When 
the revolted colonies shall have repaired in some niea-uie 
the ravages of war, and settled their own political eco- 
nomy upon a firm foundation, will they quietly submit to 
see foreigners carrying away tlm-e tieasures which ale 
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absolutely pail tut' their own soil, ami which necessity 
i necessity lm> no law' forced them to barter away in their 
liour of need l Sow, if it should so happen that the 
masters of the country begin to repent of their bargain, 
and become envious of the riches which foreigners carry 
on. many a teasing law might be made, and many a vexa- 
tious enaction might he put in force, that would, in all 
probability, icing the speculators into trouble and 
disap] .ointment. 

Besides tin’s consideration, there is another circumstance 
which ought not to be ow.-rlooked. I allude to the change 
of masters ln.-uly throughout the whole of America. It 
is a curious subject for the European philosopher to 
moialize upon, and for the politician to examine. The 
more they consider it, the inure they will be astonished. 
If we may judge by what ha- already taken place, we are 
entitled t < predict, that i n a very few years more, no 
Euiopeau banner will lie seen to float in any part of the 
new wot Id. Let us take a cursory view of it. 

England some years ago possessed a large portion of 
the present United States. Fiance had Louisiana; Spain 
held the Elm idas, Mexico, Darien, Terra Eirma, Buenos 
Ayres, Paraguay, Chili. Bern, and California ; and Portugal 
ruled tlie whole of Brazil. All these immense regions are 
now independent states. England, to he sure, still has 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and a few creeks on the coast of 
Labrador ; aUo a '-mall settlement in Honduras, and the 
wilds Hi’ 1 iriiiumia and Essequibo ; and these are all. 
Er.mee has imt a toot of ground except the forests of 
Cayenne. Portugal lias lost every province ; Spain is 
blockaded in nearly her hmt citadel ; and the Dutch flag 
i- only seen in Surinam. Xothing more now remains to 
Europe of this immense continent, where, but a very few 
years ago. da- reigned triumphant. 
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With regard to the West India Islands, they may he 
considered as the mere outposts of this mammoth domain. 
St. Domingo has already shaken off her old masters, and 
become a star of observation to the rest of the sable 
brethren. The anti-slavery associations of England, full 
of benevolence and activity, have opened a tremendous 
battery upon the last remaining forts, which the lords of 
the old continent still hold in the new world ; and, in 
all probability, will not cease iking till they shall have 
caused the last ilag to be struck, of Europe’s late mighty 
empire in the Transatlantic regions. It cannot well be 
doubted, but that the sable hordes in the West Indies will 
like to follow good example, whenever they shall have 
it in their power to do so. 

How with St. Domingo as an example before them, how 
long will it be before they try to raise themselves into 
independent states ? And if they should succeed in 
crushing us in these our last remaining tenements, I would 
bet ten to one that none of the new governments will put 
on mourning for our departure out of the new world. We 
must well remember, that our own government was taxed 
with injustice and oppression by the United States during 
their great struggle : and the liritkh press for years past 
has, and is still teeming with every kind of abuse and 
unbecoming satire against Spain and Portugal for their 
conduct towards the now revolted colonies. 

France also comes in for her share of obloquy. How, 
this being the ease, will not America at large wish 1110-t 
devoutly for the day to come when Europe shall have no 
more dominion over her ? Will she not say to us, Our new 
forms of government are very different horn your old 
ones? We will trade vith you, but we shall always le 
verv suspicious of you as long as you retain possession of 
the West Indies, which are, as we may say, close to our 
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duor-steads. Yuli must he vuv cautious liow you inter- 
fere 'witii our politics ; for, if we find you meddling with 
them, and by that means cause us to come to loggerheads, 
we shall be obliged to send you back to your own homes, 
three or tour thousand miles aeioss the Atlantic: and then, 
with that great ditch betwixt us, we may hope we shall be 
good friends, lie who casts his eye ou the East Indies ) 
will there see quite a different state ot things. The con- 
quered districts have merely changed one European master 
for another; and I believe there is no instance of any por- 
tion of the East Indies throwing off the yoke of the Euro- 
peans and establishing a government of their own. 

Ye who are versed in politics, and study the rise and 
fall of empires, and know what is good for civilized man, 
and what is bad for him, or in other words, wliat will 
make him happy and what will make him miserable — tell 
u> how comes it that Europe has lost almost her last acre 
in the boundless expanse of territory which she so lately 
possessed iii the west, and still contrives to hold her vast 
property in the extensive regions of the east i 

1 tut whither am I going 1 find myself on a new and 
dangerous path. I’ardon, gentle reader, this sudden devia- 
tion. Aletiiinks I hear thee saying to me, — 

‘■Tramite quo tcn.li-i, iii.ijr.ranm- viiilm* au<U-e" 

I grant that I have erred, hut I will do so no more. In 
general I avoid politics; they are too heavy for me, and I 
am aware that they have caused the fall of many a strong 
and able man; they require the .shoulders of Atlas to 
support their weight. 

When I was in the rocky mountains of Macousliia, in 
the month of June, 1812, I saw four young Cocks of the 
Pock in an Indian’s hut ; they had been taken out of the 
nest that week. They were of a uniform dirty brown 
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colour, aud by the position of the young feathers upon the fovki-h 
head, you might see that there would be a crest there Ju l E>L v 
when the bird arrived at maturity. By seeing young ones 
in the month of June, I immediately concluded that the old 
cock of the rock would be in fine plumage from the end 
of November to the beginning of May : and that the 
naturalist, who was in quest of specimens for his museum, 
ought to arrange his plans in such a manner as to be able 
to get into Macoushia during these months. However, I 
find now, that no exact period can be fixed; for, in Decem- 
ber, 1824, an Indian, in the river Demerara, gave me a 
young cock of the lock not a mouth old, and it had just 
been brought from the Macoushi countiy. By having a 
young specimen at this time of the year, it puts it out of 
one’s power to say at what precise time the old birds are in 
full plumage. I took it on board a ship with me for 
England, but it was so very susceptible of cold that it 
shivered and died, tin ee days after we had passed 


Antigua. 

If ever there should be a great demand for large supplies 
of gum-elastic, commonly called India-rubber, it may be 
procured in abundance far away in the wilds of Demerara 
and Esseijuibo. 

Some years ago, when I was in tire Macoushi country, 
there was a capital trick played upon me about India- 
rubber. It is almost too good to be left out of these "Wan- 
derings, and it shows that the wild and uneducated Indian 
is nut without abilities. "Weary and sick, and l'ccble 
through loss of blood, I arrived at some. Indian huts, 
which were about two hours distant from the place where the 
gum-elastic trees grew. After a day and a night's rest I 
went to them, and with my own hands made a fine ball 
of pure India-rubber; it hardened immediately it became 
exposed to the air, and its elasticity was almost incredible. 
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While procuring it, exposure to the rain, which i'tll ill 
torrents, brought on a return of inthirnniatinn in the 
stomach, and I was obliged to have recmu'se again to the 
lancet, and to use it with an unsparing hand. I wanted 
another hall, hut was not in a state the next morning to 
proceed to the trees. A line interesting young Indian 
observing my eagerness to have it, tendered his services, 
and asked me two liandsful of fish-hooks tor his trouble. 

Off he went, and to my great surprise returned in a 
very slant time. Bearing in mind the trouble and time 
it had cost me to make a hall, I could account for this 
Indian’s expedition in no other way except that, being an 
inhabitant of the forest, he knew how to go about his 
work in a much shorter way than I did. His hall, to be 
sure, had very little elasticity in it. I tiied it repeatedly, 
hut it never rebounded a yard high. The young Indian 
watched me with great gravity, and when I made him 
understand that I expected the ball would dance better, 
he called another Indian, who knew a little English, to 
assure me that I might he quite easy on that score. The 
young rogue, in order to render me a complete dupe, 
brought the new moon to his aid. He gave me to under- 
stand that the hall was like the little moon, which las 
pointed to, and by the time it grew big and old, the hall 
would bounce beautifully. This satisfied me, and I gave 
him the fish-hooks, which lie received without the least 
change of countenance. 

I bounced the ball repeatedly for two months after, but 
1 found that it still remained in its infancy. At last I 
suspected that the savage (to use a vulgar phrase) had 
come Yorkshire over me; and so I determined to find out 
how he had managed to take me in. I cut the hall in 
two, and then saw what a taught trick lie had played me. 
It seems he had chewed some leaves into a lump, the size 
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of a walnut, and tlien clipped them in the liquid gum- fourth 
elastic. It immediately received a coat about as thick as Jo 1 UNE ^‘ 
a sixpence. He then rolled some more leaves round it, 
and gave it another coat. He seems to have continued 
this process till he made the ball considerably larger than 
the one I had procured ; and in order to put liis roguery 
out of all chance of detection, he made the last and outer 
coat thicker than a dollar. This Indian would, no doubt, 
have thriven well in some of our great towns. 

Finding that the rainy season was coming on, I left the Returns 
wilds of Demerara and Esseiptibo with regret, towards the Emjhiml. 
close of December, 1821 ; and reached once more the 
shores of England, after a long and uupleasant passage. 

Ere we part, kind reader, I could wish to draw a little CundvU 
of thy attention to the instructions which are to be found l "' J , 

at the end of this book. Twenty years have now rolled 
away since I first began to examine the specimens of 
zoology in our museums. As the system of preparation 
is founded in error, nothing but deformity, distortion, and 
disproportion, will be the result of the best intentions and 
utmost exertions of the workman. Canova’s education, 
taste, and genius enabled him to present to the world 
statues so correct and beautiful that they are worthy of 
universal admiration. Had a common stonecutter tried 
his hand upon the block out of which these statues were 
sculptured, what a lamentable want of symmetry and 
line countenance there would have been. Xow, when we 
reflect that the preserved specimens in our museums and 
piivate collections are always done upon a wrong prin- 
ciple, and generally by low and illiterate people, whose 
daily bread depends upon the shortne-s of time in which 
they can get through tlieir work, and whoso opposition to 
the true way of preparing specimens can only he surpassed 
by tlieir obstinacy in adhering to tlio old method: can we 
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ioi-rti! any longer wonder at their want of success; or hope to 
J" urn r y. see a & j n g] e specimen produced that will be worth looking 
at? With this I conclude, hoping that thou hast received 
some information, and occasionally had a smile upon thy 
countenance, while perusing these “ Wanderings ; ” and 
begging, at the same time, to add that 


UMt I tnw thy penetration 
Many a stain and blot will s>e, 

In the languid, long narration, 

Of my sylvan, errantry. 

l-'or the pen too oft was weary 
In tie- wandering wnteF' hand, 

•\s lie loved tliiough deep and dreary 
Forests, in a distant land. 

Show thy merry, gentle reader, 

Let him not entieat in vain ; 

It will be his strength's best feeder, 
Should lie ever go again. 

And who knows how soon, complaining 
< *f a i old and wifeless home, 
lie may leave it, and again in 
Lipiatotial legions loam ! 


C. \Y 



OX PRESERVING BIRDS FOR CABINETS OF 
NATURAL HISTORY. 

Fault? in J>inl-?tufling — Tu'-ls rpijuin-'l. — Knowledge uf anatomy — 

Attitudes of bin!-. — Flow of tli.- pliuiug.- — How to skin a bird. — 

Inerting cotton — Killing wmiuded liinL — Smiting n lunik. — Tin.- 
iiist imi-ion. — Tin- skill to 1>- pushed, not pulled — Arrangement of 
wing?. — Modelling the liodv. — Spreading tin- tail. — ( 'unstant attention 
required. — Stiengtli and elasticity. — Value of corrosive sublimate. — 

Jixpeneuce and patience. 

AVit.e you to pay as much attention to birds as the sculp- ,. rr srrv- 
tor does to the human frame, you would immediately see, 1 - N1 , 1{| i M IN 
on entering a museum, that the spruinens are not well 
clone. 

This remark will not he thought severe v hen you 
reflect that that which once was a bird lias probably 
been stretched, stuiied, stiifened, and wired by the hand 
of a common clown. Consider likewise how the plumage 
must have been disordered by too much stretching or 
drying, and perhaps sullied, or at least deranged, by the 
pressure of a coarse and heavy hand — plumage which, ere 
life had fled from within it, was accustomed to be touched 
by nothing rougher than the dew of heaven, and the pure 
and gentle breath of air. 

hi dissecting, three things are necessary t< > ensure 
success, viz. a penknife, a hand not coarse or clumsy, 
ami practice. The Iiist will furnish you with the means; 
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the second will enable you to dissect ; and the third cause 
■ you to dissect well. These may be called the mere 
mechanical requisites. 

In shifting, you require cotton, a needle and thread, a 
little stick the size of a common knitting-needle, glass 
eyes, a solution of corrosive sublimate, and any kind of a 
common temporary box to hold the specimen. These also 
may go under the same denomination as the former. But 
if you wish to excel in the art, if you wish to lie in orni- 
thology what Angelo was in sculpture, you must apply to 
profound study and your own genius to assist you. And 
these may be called the scientific requisites. 

You must have a complete knowledge of ornithological 
anatomy. You must pay close attention to the form and 
'' attitude of the bird, and know exactly the proportion 
each curve, or extension, or contraction, or expansion of 
• any particular part bears to the rest of the body. In a 
word, you must possess Broniethean boldness, and bring 
down tire and animation, as it were, into your preserved 
specimen. 

Repair to the haunts of birds on plains and mountains, 
r forests, swamps, and lakes, and give up your time to 
s examine the economy of the different orders of birds. 

Then you will place your eagle in attitude commanding, 
the same as Xelsoii stood in, in the day of battle, on the 
I Lcforj's quarter-deck. Your pie will seem crafty, and 
just ready to take llight, as though fearful of being sur- 
piised in some mischievous plunder. Your sparrow will 
retain its wonted partners by means of placing his tail a 
little elevated, ami giving a moderate arch to the neck. 
\ our vult ure will -how his sluggish habits by having his 
body nearly parallel to the earth, his wings somewhat 
drooping, and their extremities under the tail instead of 
above it — expressive of ignoble indolence. 
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Your dove will he in aitless, fearless innocence, looking 
mildly at yon, with its neck, net too much stretched as 
if uneasy in its situation, or drawn too close into the 
shoulders, like one wishing to avoid a di-coveyv; hut in 
moderate, perpendicular l?n, nth, supporting the head hori- 
zontally, which will set off the hrea c t to the he-t advan- 
tage. And the breast ought to he conspicuous, and have 
this attention paid to it; for when a young lady is sweet 
and gentle in her manners, kind and affable to those around 
her; when her eyes stand in tears of pity for the woes of 
others, and she puts a small portion of whet Providence 
lias hlcsmd h«T with into the hand of imploring poverty and 
hunger — then we my she ha? the h'vast of a turtle-do\ e. 

You will cb-mve how beautifully the feathers of a bird 
are arranged, one falling over the oilier in nicest order; 
and that, whom thi- charming harmony is interrupted, the 
defect, though not noticed by an ordinary spectator, will 
appear immediately to the ryo n f a naturalist. Thus, a 
bird not wounded and in ] ■vf“< t feather must he procured 
if possible, for the lo-s of feathers can seldom be made 
good; and where the defiei •'my i? gi eat, all the skill of 
the art i-t v ill av.rd him little' in Iris attempt to conceal 
the defect, he cause, in order to hide it, he must contract 
the skin, luing down the upper feathers and shove in the 
lower ones, which would throw all the surrounding parts 
into oontoiLwn. 

You will al-c observe that the whole of the skin does 
not produce fentlmi-s, and that it is veiy tender where the 
feathms do net g-viw. The l>are pelts are admirably 
formedt fa expan -ion about the till oat and stomach, and 
lliev lit into the different cavities f ,f the body at the wings, 
sliouldns, rump, and thighs with wonderful exactness ; so 
that in shilling the bird, if you make an even rotund 
surf ice ,,f tlm skin where these cavities oxi-ted, in lieu of 
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ON preserving birds. 


vf>xF.i;y- reforming them, all symmetry, order, and proportion are 
lost for ever. 

You must lay it down as an absolute rule that the bird 
is to be entirely skinned, otherwise you can never succeed 
in forming a true and pleasing specimen. 

You will allow this to be just, after reflecting a moment 
on the nature of the fleshy parts and tendons, which are 
often left in : 1st, they reipiire to be well seasoned with 
aromatic spices ; 2dly, they must be put into an oven to 
dry ; 3dly, the heat of the fire and the natural tendency all 
cured flesh lias to shrink and become hard renders the 
specimen withered, distorted, and too small ; 4tlily, the 
inside then becomes like a ham or any other dried meat. 
Ere long the insects claim it as their own; the feathers 
begin to drop off, and you have the hideous spectacle of 
death in ragged plumage. 

“Wire is of no manner of use, but, on the contrary, a 
great nuisance ; for where it is introduced, a disagreeable 
stiffness and derangement of symmetry follow. 

Thu head and neck can be placed in any attitude, the 
body supported, the wings closed, extended or elevated, the 
tail depressed, raised or expanded, the thighs set horizontal 
or oblique, without any aid from wire. Cotton will effect 
all this. 

A very small proportion of the skull bone, say, from tlie 
forepart of the eyes to the bill, is to be left in; though 
even this is not absolutely necessary. Tart of the wing- 
bones, the jaw-bones, and half of the thigh-bones, remain. 
Everything else, flesh, fat, eyes, bones, brains, and tendons, 
are all tu be taken away. 

o.,h,ni While dissecting, it will bo of nse to keep in mind, — 

' That, in taking off the skin from the body, by means of 

your fingers and a little knife, you must try to sliove it, in 
lieu of pulling it, lest you stretch it. 
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That, you must press as lightly as possible oti the bird, n 
and every now and then take a view of it, to see that the 1X1 
feathers, &c., are all right. 

That, when you come to the head, you must take care 
that the body of the skin rests on your knee ; for if you 
allow it to daugle from your hand, its own weight will 
stretch it too much. 

That, throughout the whole operation, as fast as you 
detach the skin from the body, you must put cotton im- 
mediately betwixt the body and it; and this will effectually 
prevent any fat, blood, or moisture from coming in contact 
with the plumage. Here it may be observed that, on the 
belly you find an inner skin, which keeps the bowels in 
their place. By a nice operation with tire knife, you can 
cut through the outer skin, and leave the inner skin whole. 
Attention to this will render your work very clean; so 
that, with a little care in other parts, you may skin a bird 
without even soiling your linger ends. 

As you can seldom get a bird without shooting it, a line 
or two on this head will be necessary. If the bird be still 
alive, press it hard with your finger and thumb, just behind 
the wings, and it will soon expire. Carry it by the legs, 
and then, the body being reversed, the blood cannot escape 
down the plumage through the shot-boles. As blood will 
often have issued out before you have laid hold of the 
bird, find out the shot-holes, by dividing the feathers with 
your fingers, and blowing on them, and then, with your 
penknife, or the leaf of a tree, caiefully remove the 
clotted blood, and put a little cotton on the hole. If, 
alter all, the plumage has not escaped the maiks of blood; 
or if it has imbibed slime from the ground, wash the 
part in water, without soap, and keep gently agitating 
the feathers, with your fingers, till they are quite drv. 
Were you to wash them, and leave them to dry hv 

x 2 
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themselves, they would have a very menu and shrivelled 
appearance. 

In the act of shinning a bird, you must either have it 
upon a table, or upon your knee. l’robably, you will 
prefer your knee ; because when you cross one knee over 
the other, and have the bird upon the uppermost, you can 
raise it to your eve, or lower it, at pleasure, by means of 
the foot on the ground, and then your knee will always 
move in unison with your body, by which much stooping 
will be avoided and lassitude prevented. 

With these precautionary hints in mind, we will now 
promed to dissect a laird. Suppose we take a hawk. The 
little birds will thunk us, with a song for his death, for lie 
has oppressed them sorely: and in size he is just the 
thing. His skin is also pretty tough, and the feathers 
adhere to it. 

We will put close bv us a little bottle of the solution of 
corrosive sublimate in alcohol ; also a stick like a common 
knitting-needle, and a handful or two of cotton. Yew till 
the mouth and nostrils of the bird with cotton, and place 
it upon your knee on its hack, with its head pointing to 
your left shoulder. Take b ald of the* knife with your two 
first lingers and thumb, the edge upwards. You must not 
keep the point of the knife perpendicular to the body of 
the bird: because, were you to bold it so, you would cut 
the inner skin of the belly, and thus let the bowels nut. 
To avoid this, let your knife be parallel to tlm body, and 
then you will divide tlm outer skin with groat case. 

Begin on the belly below tbo breast -bone, and cut down 
tbe middle, quite to the. vent. This done, put the bird in 
any convenient position, and separate the skin from the 
body, till yon get at the middle joint of the thigh. Cut it 
through, and do nothing more there at present, except 
introducing cotton all the way on Hat side, from the vent 
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to the LreUbt-huiie. Ito exactly the same on the opposite 
side. 

Xow place the bird perpendicular, its breast resting on 
your knee, with its back towards you. Separate the skin 
from the body on each side at the vent, and never mind at 
present the part from the vent to the rout of the tail. 
Bend the tail gently down to the hack, and while your 
linger ami thumb are keeping down the detached parts of 
the skin on each .side of the vent, cut quite across, and 
deep, till you see the back-bone, near the oil-gland at the 
toot of the tail. Sever the hack-bone at the joint, and 
then you have all the loot of the tail, together with the 
oil-gland, dissected from the body. Apply plenty of 
cotton. 

After this, sei/.e the end of the back-bone with your 
linger and thumb: and now you can hold up the bird 
clear of your knee, and turn it lound and round, as 
occasion requires. "While you ate holding it thus, contrive, 
with the help of your other hand and knile, by cutting and 
shoving, to get the skin pushed up till you come to where 
the wing joins on to the body. 

Forget not to apply cotton; cut this joint through; do 
the same at the other wing, add cotton, and gently push 
the skin over the head : eut out the roots of the ears, 
which lie very deep in the head, and continue skinning til’ 
you reach the middle of the eye; cut tiie nictitating 
membrane quite tbiough, otherwise you would tear the 
orbit of the eye; and alter this, nothing difficult intervenes 
to prevent your arriving at the root of the bill. 

"When this is elicited, cut away the body, leaving a 
little bit of skull, just as much as will leach to the tore- 
part of the eve : clean well the jaw-hones, fasten a little 
cotton at the end of your stick, flip it into the solution, 
and touch the skull and corresponding part of the skin, as 
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ri:r>r.i:v- you cannot well get to these places afterwards. From the 
ixgbirio. t j me 0 f pushing tlie shin over the head, you are supposed 
to have had the bird resting upon your knee : keep it 
there still, and with great caution and tenderness return 
the head through the inverted skin, and when you see the 
beak appearing, pull it very gently till the head comes out 
unrullled and unstained. 

You may notv take the cotton out of the mouth ; cut 
away all the remaining tiesh at the palate, and whatever 
may have remained at the under jaw. 

Here is now before you the skin, without loss of any 
feathers, and all the fle-di, fat, and line-leaned bones out of 
it, except the middle joint of the wings, one bone of the 
thighs, and the fleshy root of the tail. The extreme point 
of the wing is very small, and has no flesh on it, com- 
paratively speaking, so that it requires no attention, except 
touching it with the solution from the oittside. Take all 
the flesh from the remaining joint of the wing, and tie a 
thread about four inches long to the end of it ; touch all 
with the solution, and put the wing -hone hack into its 
place. In haring this hone you must by no means pull 
the skin ; you would tear it to pieces beyond all doubt, for 
the ends of the long feathers are attached to the hone 
itself; you must push off the skin with your thumb-nail 
and forefinger. How skin the thigh quite to the knee; cut 
away all flesh and tendons, and leave the hone: form an 
artificial thigh round it with cotton; apply the solution, 
and draw hack the skin over the artificial thigh : the same 
to the other thigh. 

Lastly, proceed to the tail ; take out the inside of the 
oil-gland, remove all the remaining flesh from the root, 
till you see the ends ot the tail-feathers ; give it the solu- 
tion, and replace it. How take out all the cotton which 
}ou have heen putting into the body from time to time to 
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preserve the feathers from grease and stains, Place the rucsEuv- 
Lird upon your knee on its hack; tie together the IN1 , nil!1 ’ 1 ’' 
two threads which you had fastened to the end of the 
wing-joints, leaving exactly the same space betwixt them 
as your knowledge in anatomy informs yon existed there 
when the hird was entire; hold the skin open with your 
finger and thumb, and apply the solution to every part of 
the inside. Neglect the head and neck at present ; they 
are to receive it afterwards. 

Fill the body moderately with cotton, lest the feathers 
on the belly should be injured whilst you are about the 
following operation. You must recollect that half of the 
thigh, or in other words, one joint of the thigh-bone, has 
been cut awav. Now, as this bone never moved perpen- 
dicular to the body, but, on the contrary, in an oblique 
direction, of course, as soon as it is cut off, the remaining 
part of the thigh and leg, having nothing now to support 
them obliquely, must naturally fall to their perpendicular. 

Hence the reason why the legs appear considerably too 
long. To correct this, take your needle and thread, fasten 
the end round the bone inside, and then push the needle 
through the skin just opposite to it. Look on the outside, 
and after finding the needle amongst the feathers, tack up 
the thigh under the wing with several strong stitches. 

This will shorten the thigh, and render it quite capable of 
supporting the weight of the body without the help of 
wire. This done, take out every bit of cotton, except the 
artificial thighs, and adjust the wing-hones (which are con- 
nected by the thread) in the most even manner possible, so 
that one joint does not appear to lie lower than the other ; 
for unless they are quite equal, the wings themselves will 
be unequal when you come to put them in their proper 
attitude. Here then rests the shell of the poor hawk, 
ready to receive, from your skill and judgment, the size, 
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[:v- the shape, the features alid e-tpi'es-lon it had, ere death, 
y 11 ' - and your dissecting hand, brought it to its present siill 
and formless state. The cold linn l oi' death stamps deep 
its mark upon the prusliaU* vie tim. When the heart 

ceases to heat, and the blood no loum r courses tnrough the 
veins, the i’eatuies collapse, and the \» uule frame seems to 
shrink wnhiu itself. If then you have formed your idea 
of the real appearance of the bird from a dead specimen, 
you wiil he in error. With this in mind, ami at the same 
time forming year .specimen a trine Lager than lite, to 
make tip for what it will lose in drying, you will reproduce 
.1 bird that will please you. 

It is now time to introduce the cotton for an aitiiieial 
body, by means of a little stick like a knitting-needle ; and 
without any other aid or substance than that of this little 
stick and cotton, your own genius must produce those 
swelling- and ca\ ities, that ju-t proportion, that elegance 
and harmony of the whole, so much admired in animated 
nature, so little attended to in preserved specimens. After 
you have introduced tine cotton, sew up the orifice you 
originally made in the belly, beginning at tile vent. And 
from time to time, till your arrive at the last stitch, keep 
adding a little cotton, in order that theie may be no defi- 
ciency there. Lastly, dip your stick into the solution, and 
put it down the till oat three or four times, in order that 
every pait may leeeive it. 

When the head and neck are filled with cotton i[iute to 
y our liking, close the bill as in nature. A little bit of 
bees wax, at the point of it, will keep the mandibles ill 
their piopcr place. A needle must he stuck into the 
lower mandible perpendicularly. You will shortly see the 
use of it. Tiling also the ieet together by a pin, and then 
uni a thread through the knees, by which you may draw 
them to each other, as near a- you judue piuper. Xotlnng 
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now remains to Le added blit the eyes. "With, your little criim.kv- 
stick make a liollow in the cotton within the mbit, and 
introduce the glass eyes through the orbit. Adjust the 
orbit to them, as in natuie, and that leipuiies no other 

fastener. 

Your close inspection of the eyes of animals will 
already have informed yon, that the orbit is capable of 
receiving a much larger body than that part of the eye 
which appears within it when in life, bo that, were you 
to proportion jour eye to the si/e the orbit is capable of 
leeeiving. it Mould be far loo large. Inattention to this 
has caused the eyes ot eveiy specimen, in the best cabi- 
nets of natural history, to be out of all proportion. To 
prevent this, contract the orbit, by means of a very small 
delicate needle and thread, at that pan of it farthest from 
the beak. This may be done with such nicety, that the 
stitch cannot be observed; and thus \ou ha\e the artificial 
e}e in true pioportion. 

Alter this, touch the bill, orbits, feet, and lormer oil- 
gland at the rout oi the tail, with the solution, and then 
you have given to the hawk everything necessary, except 
attitude, and a proper degree of elasticity, two ^utilities 
very essential. 

Procure any common ordinary box, till otto end of it, 
about three-foui ills up to the top, with cotton, forming a 
sloping plane. Make a moderate hollow in it to lecehe 
the oil'd. Xow take the hawk in your hands, and, after 
putting the wings in order, place it in the cotton, with its 
legs inti sitting po&tuie. The head will fall down. Xe\er 
mind, (bet a cork, and run thiee pins into the end, just 
like a three-legged stool. I’lat e it under the bird's bill, 
and run the needle, which you funneily lived them, into 
the head of the cork. This will support the bird's head 
admirably, if you wish to lengthen the neck, ntise the 
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pr.r.»rEv- cork, by putting more cotton under it. If the head is to be 
forward, bring the cork nearer to the end of the 
box. If it requires to be set backwards on the shoulders, 
move back the cork. 

As in drying, the back-part of the neck will shrink more 
than the fore-part, and thus throw the beak higher than 
you wish it to lie, putting you in mind of a stargazing 
horse, prevent this fault, by tying a thread to the beak, 
and fastening it to the end of the box with a pin or needle. 
If you choose to elevate the wings, do so, and support 
them with cotton; and should you wish to have them par- 
ticularly high, apply a little stick tinder each wing, and 
fasten the end of them to the side of the box with a little 
bees’ wax. 

If you would have the tail expanded, reverse the order 
of the feathers, beginning from the two middle ones. 
When dry, replace them in their true order, and the tail 
will preserve for over the expansion you have given it. Is 
the crest to he erect? move the featheis in a contrarv 
direction to that in which they lie, for a day or two, and 
it will never fall down after. 

Place the box anywhere in your room, out of the 
influence of the sun, w ind, and fire ; for the specimen must 
diy very slowly, if you wish to reproduce every feature. 
• hi this’account the solution of corrosive sublimate is un- 
commonly >ei viceahle ; for at the same time that it totally 
prevent? putrefaction, it renders the skin moist and flexible 
tor many days. A\ liile the bird is drying, take it out and 
re] dace it in its position once everv day. Then, if you see 
that any part begins to shrink into disproportion, vou can 
easily remedy it. 

The small covert feathers of the wings are apt to rise a 
little, because the --kin will come in contact with the bone 
width remains in the wing. Pull gently the part that 
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rises, with your finger and thumb, for a day or two. Press rru>F.i:v- 
the feathers down. The skin will adhere no more to the 
hone, and they will cease to rise. 

Every now and then touch and retouch all the different 
parts of the features, in order to render them distinct and 
visible, correcting at the same time any harshness, or 
unnatural risings or sinkings, flatness or rotundity. This 
is putting the last finishing hand to it. 

In three or four days the feet lose their natural elas- 
ticity, and the knees begin to stiffen. 'When you observe 
this, it is time to give the legs any angle you wish, and 
arrange the toes for a standing position, < >r curve them to 
your finger. If you wish to set the bird on a branch, bore 
a little hole under each foot, a little way up the leg ; and 
having fixed two proportional spikes on the branch, you 
can, in a moment, transfer the bird from your linger to it, 
and from it to your linger, at pleasure. 

When the bird is quite dry. pull the thread out of the 
knees, take away the needle, &c., from under the bill, and 
all is done. In lieu of being stiff with wires, the cotton 
will have given a considerable elasticity to every part of 
your bird ; so that, when perching on your linger, if you 
press it down with the other hand, it will rise again. You 
need not fear that your hawk will alter, or its colours fade. 

The alcohol has introduced the sublimate into eveiy part 
and pore of the skin, quite to the roots of the feathers 
Its use is twofold. 1st. It has totally prevented all ten- 
dency to putrefaction ; and thus a sound skin has attached 
itself to the roots of the feathers. Ton may take hold of 
a single one, and from it suspend five times the weight of 
the bird. You may jerk it ; it will still adhere to the ."kin, 
and, after repeated tiials, often break short. 2dly. As no 
part of the skin lias escaped receiving particles of sub- 
limate contained, in the alcohol, there is not a spot expo.-cd 
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.Ltv- to the depredation of insects. for they Mill never veiituie 
l " l ' 1 > " - Id attack any substance which Las icecived corrosive 
eul iliniate. 

\uii .ue a Wale tn.it coirosive -ubliuiate is lue lno-t fatal 
1 _i> »i— >11 t'» in~oets that is known. It is antiputieseent : su 
is alcohol ; and they aie both colourless ; of course they 
cannot leave a a. am behind them. The spirit penetrates 
the poles of the shin with wonderful velocity, deposits 
invisible p..r::cles of the sublimate, and hies off. The sub- 
limate will not injure the skill, and nothing can detach it 
iioin the pairs w'nei'e tne alcohol has lelc it . 1 

Tuts of animals, immersed in this solution, will retain 
their pristine biiidatuess and durability m any climate. 

Take the liia.st curled leather ironi a lady's head, dip it 
m the solution, and shake it ceutly till it be dry ; you will 
imd that tie- s i'ii’.t \,u.l lly off in a tew minutes, not a curl 
in the feather will '«:■ injured, and the sublimate will pie- 
seivt- it tioni the depicbatioii of the insect. 

Terhaps it may be satisfactory tu add here, that, some 
years ami, I did t; bud up. >n this plan in Dementia. It 
remained there two years. It was tiieii cuiiveved to 
Knyhtud, wlieic' it .stayed five months, and returned to 
Dctneiaia. Alter beinp four years mole theie, it was 
conveN.d back attain thrumdi tin- \\ est Indies to Enuland, 
mIh re it h..s now been near live yony unfaded and 
linchanyi d. 

( )n l'elleetiiu that this bird lias been twice in the tem- 
perate ami toiiid /.one, and remained some years in the liut 
and humid climate of Dementia, only six doyiees ironi the 
line, and vheie almost everything becomes a prev to the 

1 All ill" 1. .lli"-l ' 11 null i- III be t*.U> best v.llll the- suiutlou, 111 Ollier that 
tli' y lii.i v )\c>l iiuiii tiie il> [*i* «i itiitii ut the inotli. Tilt* ^uustuitv 

-U1U I' 1 , to till* bird Hi tlie solution of conosiv.* sublmuiti*, 

• u i tLoii «liy it b'.i'iie \ ou b- -m t" «h-w 1 1 it. 
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insect, and that it is still as sound unu bright as when it 
was first clone, it will not he thought extravagant to 
surmise that this specimen will retain its pristine form 
and colours for year? after tin' hand ihnt stuffed it has 
mouldered into dust. 

I have shown this art to the naturalists in Brazil, 
Cayenne, Penierara, Orooncque. and Borne, and to the 
royal cabinet? of Turin and Florence. A severe accident 
prevented me from communicating it to the cabinet of 
Pari?, according to rav p’’omi?e. A word or two more, 
and then we will conclude. 

A little time and experience will enable you to produce 
a finished specimen. “Mox similis vlueri, mox von 
volucris." If your early performance should not cum- 
spond with your expectation?, do not Id that ea?t you 
down. You cannot, banum an adept all at once. The 
poor hawk r-elf which yon have ju-t been di??ncting, 
waited to be Hedged before it dm-t ri?o on expamh d 
pinion; and had parental aid, and fr^uent practiee ere it 
could soar with safety ami ease beyond the sight of man. 

Little more remain? to he add'd, except that what ha? 
been penned down with record to l>iid? mav he applied, 
m seme measure. t" -eipoit?. in?°ef?, and lour-footeil 
aninnds. 

Should you find tlie-e instrui't'.ou? to i tediou-, let the 
wish to give you every infoi mu' ion plead in their defence. 
They might have been short' r : but ITorve say?, be- 
labouring to he hlief von become obscure. 

Jf, h\- their mean?, von should he en.ihh d to procure 
specimen? from foreign part? in better pre-ovation than 
usual, so that tlm na‘nrali?t nnv Lav it in his power to 
give a more perfect description of them than l.a? hitherto 
been the ease ; should they cnu?o any unknown species to 
he brought into public view, and thu? add a little more to 
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F.sr.uv. tlie page of natural history, it will please me much. But 
miais. s ] 10u [,| they, unfortunately, tend to cause a wanton expense 
of life ; should they tempt you to shoot the pretty song- 
ster warbling near your door, or destroy the mother, as she 
B sitting on the nest to warm her little ones ; or kill the 
father, as he is bringing a mouthful of food for their sup- 
port ; — oil, then ! — deep indeed will be the regret that I 
ever wrote them. 

Adieu, 

Charles Watertox. 
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EXPLANATORY INDEX. 

A. 

Acaiaki. — This is the resinous gum of the Hay.iwa. or 
Hiatt a tree. Lon 

It is reddish brown. rather iran'l'icnt nn>l brittle. When 
placed on ill.* I uv, or. e'.ou '■ ■"o'r. laid on .1 piece of iron 
no.iilv ri‘il-h- f . it licit' i.'id tli n torios bubbles. which on 
breaking throw out p ; — "L a IcluIv p rfumed smoko, very 
much resembling; that 1 f the pmes: im-mi-e. Air. Wateiton 
nave me a largo jev- of it, an 1 when describing the manners 
ami customs of (oii.int to my suevs 1 have oftm gratified 
them with the fragrant smoke of tli 1 ■ Acaiari. The natives 
somof'me.s burn lumps of it a-, torches. 

I11 his 7 .’w///s, Wat ei ton fivijiiently gives disconnected 
pieces of information which are extieuiely useful when 
employed as additions to the <<«/*. For example, 

when tieuting of the ti.ide winds, lm makes the following 
remarks on the ac liari gum : — 

•• In ( iui.iiia there is a tree called Ifayuva: it produces a 
ihdicioU'lt -'mailing re-in, tit for incense. W hen the Indians 
stop mi the bank' of ,■ 1 i\ or for tin- night . tin y .11 e much in 
the h iWit of burning ill's vi -m n r its line and wlode-oiiK' 
scent. It is found in a land and lumpy st tte. all down the 
side of the tiee from tthicli it lias on/ed. It is al-o seen on 
tiie toot of lit* trio, and ilit"l'[ >. rated vilh t lie sand. 
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'• When, we h;ul taken up our nightly quarters on the hank 
of the Es.sequiL >, many a time we percuved this delightful 
fragrance of the Huyawa. which came down the lied of the 
river to the place where we were, in a direction quite opposite to 
the trade wind, AIv Indians knew by this that other Indians 
were encamped for the night on the river side above us.” 

In appearance the Aeaiari much resembles the kaurie or 
cowdie gum of New Zealand, which exudes from a species of 
pine, and. like the Aeaiari. is often found in large lumps im- 
bedded in the sand. It is imported in great quantities, as an 
excellent varnish i> made of it. 

The Tlayawa tree grows plentifully on the Essequibo in 
loose sandy soil. The wood is not much u-ed because it 
decays on exposure to weather, hut, on account of its per- 
fume. it is leeommcnded for naturalist s boxes and cabinets. 
It runs to about fifty feet in height. The gum is sometimes 
known a- llesin of Koniroa. 

At •.■rut (Ihtsi/jiruefft aronrhi ) — This is one of the f’avies, of 
which there are several species. The teeth, which are used 
as sights for the blow-gun, are the two incisors of the lower 
jaw. A lump of ‘‘ kurumunni ” wax is heated and fixed to 
the tube. The teeth are then laid upon it nearly parallel 
to each other, with the convex side upwards, and pressed into 
the wax. When the weapon is bi ought to this country, the 
wax becomes brittle, and the teeth are apt to he broken off. 
In travelling, the only hope of preserving this ingenious hack- 
sight, is by wrapping it in a piece of linen, and then covering 
it with a thick layer of tow or cotton wool. 

The size of the Acmiri is about equal to that of a large 
rabbit, and its ilesli can be eaten, although it is very dry and 
has scarcely a particle of fat. 

A i ri no - Souk times calk d Aquiio l A^frttru rtjon a cult tittnn). 
A species of palm. The fruit is used in lien of butter, and 
th.s <ceds which are spherical, very hard, and as black as 
ebony, me < ut mio table napkin tines. Ac . just like the nut 
of the vegetable ivorv. 
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vEta (J lavritia jlexuosa ). — This is a paliu, which, in favour- 
able situations, attains an enormous size, sometimes being 
upwards of a hundred feet in height before the branches, or 
rather leaves, are reached. As this great palm is widely 
spread and is conspicuous, it has received various names. 
Waterton calls it rEta. spelt by others Ita or Itah. Tut 
the name by which it is inoA generally known is Moriche, or 
Murichi. Of this splendid palm, Kingsley writes as follow - 
in At Last : — 

“The noble Moriche palm ddiglits in wet, at least in 
Trinidad and on the lower Orinoco; but Sehombuigk describes 
forests of them — if, indeed, it be the same species — as growing 
in the mountains of Guiana up to an altitude of four thousand 
feet. 

“The soil in which they grow here is half pitch pavement, 
half loose brown earth, and over both, shallow pools of water, 
which will become much deeper in the wet season ; and all 
about float or lie their pretty fruit, the size of an apple, and 
scaled like a tir cone. They are last years, empty and de- 
cayed. The ripe fruit contains tirst a rich pulpy nut. and at 
last a hard cone, something like that of the vegetable ivory 
palm ( PJiytefejJtus niiirrocarj-a) which crows in the mainland, 
but not here. Delicious they are, and precious to monkeys 
and parrots, as well as to the Orinoco Indians, among whom 
the Jamunacs, according to Humboldt, say, that when a man 
and woman survived that great deluge, which the Mexicans 
call the age of water, they cast behind them, over their heads, 
the fruits of the Moriche palm. a> Deucalion and Pyriha cast 
stones, and saw the seeds m them produce men and women, 
who re-penpled the eaith. No wonder, indeed that certain 
tribes look on this tree as sacred, or that the missionaries 
should have named it the tree of life.'’ 

Humboldt gives the following eloquent account of this 
palm in his /Vrsom'/ Xarratm 

“ In the season of inundations these dump's of Mauritia. 
with their b aves in the form of a fan, have the appiearam e 
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i.f a forest rising from the bosom of the water 5 . The navi- 
gator in proceeding along the channels of the delta of the 
t iruioeo at iil-lit. M-e- with surprise the summit of the palm- 
ti\e' illumined by large tires. These are the habitations of 
the (.'lull in.- i rivitivas and Waiuweth-" of It ileit:h), which 
..re 'ii'pende 1 from the trunks of the tre<-s, These tribes hang 
u]> in, Or- in the air, which they fill with earth, and kindle 
oo a later of moist t ] iy the hie necessary for their household 
wan'.-. Th'.yhiV.- uv.ul their liberty and their political in- 
d. j i. ndeiao fur a.'" to the 'puking and swampy soil, which 
they pi"S ot er in the time of drought, and on which they 
a I* i.o know hon to n.dk in security to their solitude in the 
il'-h i of t.'i-- * h-iri'if >. to their abode on the trees, where 
idit oil" emhusia-in will probably never lead anv American 
“■>' \ lit* 

"Tin- Maurtti.i ^aliu-tri e. the /<•*< o/VZ/L of the missionaries, 
ii- t only atiords the 1 bisraohs a safe dwelling during the 
" - ' i - e " if the ('mi 'co. bur its "Kelly fruit, its farinaceous 
poh os pdi.e. abounding in sa' e'l.irine matter, and the fibres 
-•I pota-lo". ranl'li tin in with h od. wine, and thnad 
pro per for i.i. .l;i t ■ a nr-U md weaving hammocks. The.-e 
i ’i-! 1 • ■ t tii" J :.*li • it' of ilio ib It.i of the Orinoco were fi.und 

l it'-i* 1 1 \ n tiio (iiilf - i Paibii 1 1 'mini), and in the greater 

p re "f th in'; *i- • . t • 1 1 itub between the Guerapiclie and the 

" oi 'i' • t ; ' . ■ \ i ' .■■’ a. It 1" mi'iniis to observe in the lowest 

ib ei : ’ i i-ivili ' I'ir.n the existence of a whole tribe 

o> ■ e • i ' 1 i ' ■ _ * o - i'_le s * i. u . * * * oi palm-tree, smiilar to these 

U'- 1 T - v. ; i i h .1 ' a "i o .md the s.in.e llmu-r. or on cue and 

ut.t 1*1. l 

. -i 1 1 i : i , 1 . hie Used by [ 1 ii'id i ,1* It . is another 
■ ad in . "f l’e \. ad Wu-i.w, no of the native tribes, a 
..h r i. h e„ :h - . -irioits lifo. 

T i a . • Ih i ' a 1 1 f-i wiiere tl e Morh-l.e grows, are in 

b '• h'"l' I ; *•- ... - .l.'b.’s made of the ba-al pr.lt of the leaf- 
'd' 1 '1 1 t 1 , • 1 lip and halo to be leneutd everv 

'■ y b ' Miilo I- aln.it s plentiful, atid any 
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native can make these sandals as well as twist the thongs 
from the outer fibres of the same leaf, there is no difficulty 
in keeping up the supply. 

Al. — See Sloth, Three-toed. 

Auueor.i: ( Thuunns i«ir!iirn *), — As its "cientiric name im- 
plies. it is closely related to the celebrated tunny. It is a 
voracious fish, and is easily taken by a hook when there is 
a smart breeze, and the ship is going swiftly through the 
water, but in a calm, the Albicoiv becomes suspicious, and 
will not come near the ship. 

Au-Ioatoe. — See Cayman. 

Amiixoa (Th'/vi oiihiiiijn). — This very lvniaikablc bird 
belongs to the impoitaut group of the Pelicans, and is a 
mighty catcher of tish. Tt pursues if- prey in a mo-t -iugular 



fashion. It crawls along some rock or tieo-stump. which 
overhangs the water, and sit' so jnotiunk" that tt is 
scarcely distinguishable. A licit it st, a tish within loach, it 
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drops into tlie water -o silently that the river seems as if it 
were made of oil. It is an excellent swimmer, keeping its 
Inly submerged, and writhing its long and pliant neck in so 
serpentine a manner that it has often been mistaken for a 
water- snake 

In c msequenc? of a hibit of daiting its long neck and 
painted hoik through the foliage among which it is resting, 
it hi' liven lulled tin' Dirter. Sometimes it is known by the 
name of Ducklar 

Avr, Black i/nwrlh) — It is one of the largest and 

mo't venomous of the Ants, and is here given of its natural 
size. 

The sting of this Ant is not- only painful, but absolutely 
dangerous. Mr. Brown mentions that one of his men neatly 
lost his life from the stings of three of these terrible Ants. 
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Indeed, so much are they dieaded. that travellers have been 
fairly turned out of their houses bv the entrance of only a 
few Aluniri', as they aie called. 

Am, • ’■ui'liie ( <E< i 'j I"mn ceji/ni/utis ). — Cou'hies are veritable 
pi igue.' in tr-ipifal America. Thev make burrows in all 
diiections. sometimes entering houses and giving no notice of 
their presence until their tunnel is broken, in -which case, the 
inhabitants have to vacate the premises for a time. I knew 
of an instance where the l 'oushies ruined a gold mine for a 
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time, breaking into it with a tunnel some eighty yards in 
length, and letting in a torrent of water, which broke down 
the machinery, and washed away all the supports, so that the 
mine had to be dug afresh. 

Moreover, the stronghold of the Con-lues had to be dis- 
covered and destroyed, a long and costly task, only to be 
undertaken by men who make it their special business 



When a tunnel has been traced to the nest, a large dome is 
built over it, filled with wood and sulphur, and closed except 
a few openings for the admission of air. 

The wood is then lighted, bellows are inserted into the 
holes, and negro slaves work the bcdlows day and night until 
all the fuel is exhausted. Perhaps there may he a dozen 
burrows radiating from the nest. These are discovered by 
the smoke rising from their entrances, which are stopped up 
and markfd. 

When the file has cea-ed. the hides for the bellows aie 
stopped, and the ne.-t is left for several days, „o that not one 
Ant is left in it alive. Then the tunnels are laid open from 
beginning to end, and filled up with clay rammed into them 
The tropical sun soon bakes the clay a.- hard as brick, and 
not until then is the locality con-ideied as safe. 

Air. C. I>. Drown met with rather a ludicrous incident in 
which the Coushies were caught in their own trap : 

‘‘ I had a small tin can, shaped like a sandwich box, with a 
layer of cork in the bottom, in which I pinned any curious 
insects met with. One night our camp was not far from the 
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large earth-mounds ■ tin* ht.-iii ant \<].t u !t> <m c>y'/a'L,ns i, 
and a 1 *.i ii-l of tlit'e dentures m>t into the insect case. de- 
posited their Lm.K r,f ear'll, and thm >ct to work 10 destroy 
all lev Me ill ljiit choice cell -ctiou in the most heartless 
manner. Thc-v wire tumble to cany ott the insects. alter 
cutting them up. owing to the cm veil .shape of the sides of the 
box pievi litinu' their eyres-, and were thus neatly trapped.’’ 

This in-cot is sometimes called by the name of .".tuba. 

A NT. Small Red I .!///,•, /</.•'/ wO'e-in-O. — This i, popularly 
called the hire Ant. mi account of the sharpness of its sting. 
The same tiavellcr. v.Lo trapped the coushies. himself fell a 
vic'im to t he r : re Anr 

‘■-At this place I oh'tived a tall, straight sapling, with a 
ri yul.uly arranged sU h ol brandies in one or two sets neir 
its top. Taking a much, to, or cutht'S. I gave the tree a blow 
v it h the intern ion of emtiny is dow n, and was in the act of 
raising my lend t> de liver ninui.er. v hen I received two or 
'line shar]i slums on the back of the neck, which felt like 
spnksof iiie. and piodiiccd sucli a demoralizing effect upon 
my nerves, that 1 dropped the cutlass mid lied. 

" I lnl'iily l uised my hand to my neck, and seized two or 
three Lnig-L.idii d, amber- 1 ulnnred Ants, which had been ilis- 
lodycd in. ii i he trie by the jar prudm ed l.v the blow, and 
hid fallen ii] a ii me. These Ants always inhabit this kind of 
1 lee. Ii v 1 1 1 . i * the ba-e of its leaf stall. s. The pain did not 
leave me tor over an hour afterwatds. and made me feci 
c'cccdingly rutiled and wiotli.’’ 

Several travel lei s have t«dd luc that each stiliy feels like a 
ri d hot needle tlnust mto ihe skin, tli 1 only ililJerencc beintt 
th it the ]• nil o- the needle would soon da* away, while that 

ot the stim_r ri .iia ins. 

1 here is much more to be said about tin* Ants of Guiana, 
but -pace is tola limili d foi luvtliiT description. 

's ta-sts in tiees — Tims,, me evidently Termites, so 

m la lally lnisi died White Allis, title of tin tr iie-i- is will 
• b'MTil**;'! ]>v < \ Kih^L'v . - 
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"We parsed too, in the path, an object curious enough, if 
not beautiful. Up a .smooth stern ran a little rib, seemingly 
of earth and dead wood, almost straight, and about half an 
inch across, leading to a great brown lump among the branches, 
as big as a bushel basket. We broke it open, and found it 
a covered gallery, swarming with life. Brown, ant-like crea- 
tures, white, maggot like eieaturc.s, of several shapes and 
sizes, were hurrying up and down, as busy as human beings 
in (.‘he ipside. They weie Termites, "white ants’’ — of which 
of the many species I know not — and the lump above was 
their ne-t. But why they should find it wi.-est to pack their 
nest aloft is as ditiiciilt to guess, as to guess why they take 
the trouble to build this gallery up to it, instead of walking 
up the stem in the open air. It may be that they are afiaid 
of birds. It may be. too, that they actually dislike the 
light. At all events, the majority of them— the woikers and 
soldiers, I believe, without exception — are blind, and do all 
their woik by an intensely developed 'erne of touch, and it 
may be of smell and hearing also. Be that as it may, we 
should have seen them, had we had time to wait, repair the 
breach in tLe galleiy, with as much discipline and division of 
labour as average human workmen in a manufactory.’’ 

Ants’ nests on ground. Also Termites. 

Ant Bj;ak, on (.Ikj at Ant-l \tj:h, ( J/}/r/iuv,y,/,<e/a jvhnt,t)- 
— Watei ton’s statement that it could be a dangerous foe was 
long discredited. Now, as Watertun lias rescued so many 
animals from the evil report that they were dangerous, he 
might have been believed when he said that the Ant hear, 
though it never attacks without provocation, is a teirible 
antagonist when iirit ited. X s usual, Watertun was light and 
the critics wrong. In Brown’s Ctini.u. Lift i,i there is 

a store of a doubly fatal light between an Ant bear and a 
native, which campion ly corroborates Waterton’s statement. 

"We had not gone many miles before the guide lost the 
path, and we all scattered to look for it. In duing so, I 
walked almost on the top of a shaping Ant hear, which. 
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springing up, sat on it^ Lind logs, and gra-pcd at me with 
it-, huge fore claws. I sprang quickly to one side, and thus 
c— coped. Thinking that it was good eating, I shot it, but 
the Indians said that it was not wholesome food, although, 
from the great interest they took in seeing it killed, I thought 
it was. [Waterton says that its Hesh is good eating.] 

“'These large Ant-eaters are very dangerous customers, 
and have been known to kill men. William told me that an 
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Indi nil. livin f near Roraima, was hunting in the forest to the 
north of that mountain with .some others, armed with his loner 
blow pipe Tn returning home, c >nsiderabl v in advance of 
tlif* rest of tlie party, it is supposed that he i\v a voung 
Ant-eater, and, taking it up in his arms, was carrying it 
hoinr. when its mother gave cha-e, overtook, and killed him ; 
f<u\ when Ids comp iinon-* came up, tlu*v found him lying 
dead on his face in the embrace of the Ant-beir, one of its 
huge claws having entered h.s heart. In the struggle ho 
had managed to stick his knife behind his back into the 
animal, which bled to death, but not before the poor fellow 
had -uecumbed to its terrible hug. 
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‘■It was evident that- he had only heard the Ant-eater 
coming when it was close upon him. and in turning round 
to look, his blow-pipe got caught across the path in front of 
him: then, as he turned to run, it formed a bar to his pro- 
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gross, and he fell over it as the animal seized him. So firmly 
had the animal grappled him, that to separate it from the 
corpse the Indians had to cut off its fore-legs.” 

Ant-Bear (Smaller ) — i“ 1 'ycfot hunts dulaetylus. t 
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This is a very muck smaller animal than th9 (Treat Ant- 
bear, and while the one feeds oil in-ects which it limls in the 
ground, so does the other subsist on the ants and termites 
which live in tree'. its tail is kng and prehensile, and when 
di'sec-ted its libs ate semi to lie so tint, so thin, and so wide 
that this part of the skeleton reminds the observer of the 
bands of an armadillo. The very characteristic sketch of a 
Little Ant-eater in repose was drawn by a lady, and lent to 
the Inti' < Kingsley, from whose delightful At Luit it is 
t ikon. 

A.\ ; -J hcsu art- also called Ant-ThrusheS. and belong 

to the genus Pitt.a. They are all thick-bodied birds, with Large 
heads, long legs, short tails, and very strong bills, as perhaps 
is needful, considering the food on which they almost entirely 
subsist. The largest of them is called the Giant Pitta, and 
is about cipi.il in size to wir English rook. It is a native of 
Surinam. 

Several species of Ant-Tkrii'h are to be found in India 
They tint! an English representative in the well-known 
Dipper of our streams and lakes. 

Aritox. — This ornament, for it can hardly be called a dress, 
is made ot various sizes, the nvt rage being that of the beautiful 
example shown in the illustration, and drawn from a specimen 
in my collection. ft is eight inches in width, and four in 
depth, and the colours are most artistically arranged, so as 
to produce delinite patterns in blue, yellow, gieen, carmine 
chalk-white, and op,ti[ue vermilion. Other specimens are 
rather larger, and some are not half the size. According to 
Mr. (.'. B. Brown, the Aecnway tribe s,.,.m to be the best 
Apron makers. 

I started fiom the W eymunoit landing and walked to the 
village, which consisted of four or live palm-thatched houses 
with open shies, situated in a clearing, in which dwelt some 
Aek.n.oise Indians 

I was struck with the manner in which the men of the 
place won- their hair, allowing it to grow long and fall far 
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below their shoulders, giving them a very feminine appear- 
ance. The head man had his hair bound round at the end 
with cord in such a manner that it stuck out at a right angle 
behind. The old fellow’s corporation projected in front quite 
as far as his pig-tail did behind, and gave him a most ridicu- 
lous appearance. Neither men nor women had evehrows. 
having, according to Indian custom, plucked them out. Their 
upper lips and both sides of the mouth were tattooed with 
blue curved lines. The dress of the women was exceedingly 
simple, consisting only of a small cotton and bead-work 
apron, made fast to a cotton cord round the body above the 
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hips. The apron, called a ‘ qtieyou,’ is manufactured by the 
wearer in a most ingenious manner, each head being slipped 
on the cotton thread in its proper place as it is being woven. 
The patterns of these dresses are marked out with red. blue, 
and white beads, and they generally have an ornamented 
bonier. ” 

Ai: is. — These magnificent birds ai c piopulaily known as 
Alacaws. The lilue and Yellow Al.uuw is scientifically termed 
.t/w u/vovoo/o, and the Sea i let and blue AFaoaw is .l/e mtii'on. 
Loth birds are tamed by the natives, and kept about their 
hiiii't'-, in company with spider monkeys and other jets. 
Tie-ir Iciig and splendid tail ftathei- aie much u-ed in the 
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manufacture of held di esses, some tine examples of which are 
in Waterton’s urns' um. 

Aemaiullo ( TJusi/pns sfxcii’i’fnn ) — There are several species 
of Armadillo, but tliis is the one mentioned by Vaterton. 
The Nine-banded Ariuulillo is called I’achicume. 

Aiirtous. Blow-gun, — The-e wonderful little Arrow's are 
about nine or ten inches in length, and not thicker than a 
lady's steel knitting-needle. Indeed, these Arrows (without 
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the poiM.ni would answer very well for knitting. The leaf- 
rib of the eoueourite palm is, when dry. very hard and elastic, 
although like stool, it combines brittleness with hardness and 
elasticity. It is also a heavy wood, for Arrows made of light 
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woods never fly true. I have made imitations of these Arrows 
in many kinds of wood, and found jew to be the best. The 
end which is destined to receive the poison is beautifully 
tapered by means of the pirai tooth sharpener, and can, in 
consequence of its hardness, be brought to a wonderfully fine 
point. Owing to their very small size, a hundred or more can 
be carried in the quiver, and they are arranged as shown in 
the illustration, taken from my own specimens. 

The first illustration repiesents a few of these Arrows linked 
together as desctibed. 

I may mention that the strings at the ends of the central 
stick are double The Arrows are laid one by one between the 
stiings, a single turn being made between each Arrow, and 
they are kept in their places by' a couple of sliding knots, 
which can be moved up and down the strings. The Arrows, 
when in their places, bear some re-emblanee to the peculiar 
mats used for cream cheeses, and perhaps a still greater le 
semblance to the parallel straws once employed by milliners 
in the operation of *• gauffring '' muslin, crape, and other fine 
textures. 
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It will be seen that the Arrows can be lolled round the 
stick and tied together, and if one of the Arrows be wanted, it 
can easily be pushed between the spokes of the wheel without 
disturbing tbe roll. 

lly some tribes, the wheel is not employed, but the stick 
projects sufficiently to protect the hand, and is generallv 
forked at the top. 

Now* for the Arrow as piepated for the iduwgun. The 
wild cotton, to which Waterton alludes, is soft, \eilnw in 
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enl. iur, and line in fibre but the fibres are too short t" lit it 
for manufacture into thread, and lor this purpose the native 
has recourse to another plant belonging to the genus 'Ve-sy/A'/m 
or to the silk-giass. 

The accompanying illustration shows the Arrow when com- 
plete. In order to make the cotton adhere better to the 
Arrow, the latter is slightly rubbed with Kuruuianni wax, 
and some of the cotton moulde 1 round it in a sort of spindle 


shape. It is, in the thickest part, slightly wider than the 
tub.' of the blow-gun. so as to leave no windage when pro- 
pelled by the breath. 

(>ne nf tin 1 clii.-f dhiiculiies in putting in the cotton is to 
m ike it exactly 'ymmftric.il. for if one side be in the least 
longer than the other, it cannot lly straight. The cotton is 
tie 1 mi in a .sort of eheipur patten, with a very tine fibre of 
silk grass, and some time is occupied in doing it properly. 
I ’ait. a native cares nothing about time, especially when a 
faulty Arrow may cost him a meal 

He generally prepaies about ten or twelve for the blow- 
gun. leisurely fitting and tying the cotton while Ijing in his 
hammock. These are kept in the ipiiver for present use. the 
others forming a reserve. Should he miss his aim while shoot- 
ing. he does not search for his Arrow, but takes another. 

The biree with which the-e tiny weipons can lie propelled 
is really wonderful. They can kill birds on the tops of lofty 
ti-ff' win re they are far beyond the reach of a shot gun. [ have 
s. -.it them a bundled yards, and have no doubt that a -MacoU'lii 
Indian could project them much farther. They are perfectly 
no.-el.-", and next to invisible, so that when one bird is shot, 
•in. it her on the same tree will not take alarm. 

Animus, t ixl i. — These are uf considerable length, some of 
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them being six feet long. How they are made and u-ed is 
shown bv Ah - . C. B. Brown in hi- work on (hiiana. 

‘•()ur men frequently shot deep-bodied. silvery scaled fish, 
called crrtabae ( Tth-n jnm >ph rns l<tin* i. and another somewhat 
similar fish called pacn (Jfnhtisi porn). The male of the 
latter has a large deep bodv of a dull goldfish colour, while 
the female is of a dull bluish brown. Their lie'll is firm, and 
of a peculiarlv pleasant nut tv flavour. They have even rows 
of teeth shaped like the incisors of mammals. These tbh 
browse upon the aquatic plants in the swift running water, 
and are easily shot, when feeding near the surface, by those 
skilled in the use of the bow and arrow. 

“The bowsth.it our men U'td for this purpose had been 
procured from the Indians of the interior. They were veiy 
long and straight, and made of hal'd red wood. The shafts 
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of the Arrows were made of long straight reeds— the flower- 
stalks of the wild earn? — tightly bound t< • a short piece of 
extremely tough wood inserted at one end, called a ■ shimara- 
slierie ’ or ‘wire cash.' The end of the latter fits into an iron 

arrow head, to which it is attached by a | lei f cord in such 

a way. that when the point pierces the lisp the barbed head 
crimes off the arrow end but still remains attach d to it bv 
the cord, this allows the shaft fit ei pla\, -o tint during tho 
st niggles of tlie fish it is not biokcn. Nmietiines a light 
cotton cord of about fifteen feet in length is made fast to the 
wire-cash, one i nl bring attached to the left hand of the 
fisherman. Winn the fish i- within a short distance of tho 
man the latter hr- fly tile Arrow, and aiming a few in hes 

l: I; 
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bt-low the li-b. to allow tui- refiaction, strikes it in the body. 
The fish, pierced bv the barbed point which remains in it, 
beam now in direct cnunuunieatioii with the mans bind by 
means of tlie cord, i - easily landed. 

'l'he illu-trntioii of tlie li -ad of one of these arrows is taken 
ii'oin a -penmen in inv collection. The ‘ sbimara-slierie ’ is 
made of letter- wood., ij.r., which i- weighty as well a-- hard, so 
that, t ijrther with tbe iron head, tbe fore part of the arrow 
is be ivy enough to eii-ibl 0 tbe weapon to penetrate tbe water. 
Sometime, it i, u-ed tor cati hing turtle, and then is shot high 
into the .nr as to fall perpendicularly on tbe turtle’s back. 

Ani-uv, Hog. — Tin's weapon is quite as large as tbe tisli 
arrow winch bn- jn-t been de-cubed. and. with tbe exception 
"! tl.e | .. .id, :- n ade in much tie- sime manner. It is used 
fir -hooting wild lmg-. cupt bain. tapirs, and the larger 
umii'-ey-. ' hi ■ of tin. principal objects in putting tbe bead 
I ' i-ely ii..o a - on. me. or r.itlu is oblong bole, is. tbit tbe shaft 
mils to the gioiiml and can be picked up by tbe hunter and 
1 " d again with a lre.-li point. Thus, be need not trouble 
n ms ll to e ii i v more tlnu a couple of shafts, and, as a 
1 Tuonan nat've n.wr takes any trouble that be can avoid, 
tin- an .ingen on i suit- li nn admiiublv. 

1 i nee liippiiied to say to A\ atel'ton that T supposed a 
l a.r.e I .liild e,,-ily - t down and make a flesh Arrow, and was 


-— 4 * 


■ii. -o In ' pulled up a- balm: -hown ignorance of the 
.Me r u-tui.i -. lor, as A\ atel'ton giaphlcallv put it. all 
'"" l 1,1 L ' 11 -' 11 e" can Walk, never walks if bo can 

' ‘ 1 “soi it- ;i in i ,iii lie d iv.u Ail Arrow making 
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The illustration lepie'Outs the head of one of the Arrows 
in my collection, one tigur? showing it as reudv to be placed 
on the bow. and the other us covered with its bamboo guard. 
The native is so cautious about the wourali. that he never 
u-es any cutting instrument win n the poison is uncovered. 
Lst he might scratch himself, and some of the wourali tind its 
way into the wound. lLe never carries the hog -arrow without 
its guard, and if an uncovered allow be pointed at him. he is 
its much frightened as we should be if aimed at with a loaded 
rule. 

The feathers are generally those of the wild turkey. 

Aititow, Ivappu or l'oison-wood. — I cannot tind that this 
weapon is amwhetv n entioned bv Wuteiton. although he 
brought home many specimens, and trove mo seteial i f them, 
describing their pioperties. which are veiy neatly identical 
with those of woutali. .Mr. (' I'.. Ihown gives an amusing 
account of a controversy between tluee hunteis. One named 
Pal'inu wtis well ahead of the others, shot a wild hog with a 
ltappu Arrow, and. knowing that it tuii't hill, went alter the 
rest of the held, leaving the poisoned head in the wound. 
Presently, ail dher hunter came up. tired at the beg. and as it 
did not run away, thought that lie had indicted a fatal wound. 
Hunter number three now came up. and al-o tind with the 
stilt, e lv-ult. 

” On the return of the men. this hog was km iked on the 
head, the poisoned Anew pulled out, and the animal brought 
to the beat, when lien claimed it as the result of his prowe-s. 
Orillith' was astounded at (his. declaring that he had slain it 
himself Allot, however, it had been -cabled and sciaped, it 
was found that not a single s]„,t had touched it. and the 
Arrow head formed its only wound The subject was a sore 
one for both men utter their warm discussion, and it was tie 
■ piently brought up by the re't of the party, when the topic 
of n .n\ ef'.ition turned on shooting 

rite '.line tlavellei tin's describe- the liianuf leture of the 
Arrow. 

a t, _ 
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•• We arrival at a smooth, op eii river be_\ olid the llapipu 
Tlupids. The islands in these rapids and a river near by are 
so called from the existence of a peculiar species of tall and 
graceful bamboo which llomishes there, not being found 
further north. Pieces of the stem of this bamboo are dried 
and used by the Indians a' Arrow heads, which are said to 
pos-ess similar pioiieities to the far-famed wourali poison. 
Tliev split up tlm stem, and dry the pieces over a tire, and 
then shape them into lance heads, which they fasten on the 
ends of Arrows. Wild animals wounded by these Arrows are 
at once completely par.il\ zed, and in that condition easily 
despatched. This bamboo X tall, grow.ng singly, and not in 
clumps. Irom a mass of matted loots, like the common 
bamboo.” 

The heads are about 'ix inches in length, and are shaped 
like willow leaves. 

For the cjuivi rs employed for the blow-gun and hog-arrows, 
Juiver " 

Al; I ii >w - 11 1. 1.1 > ( te/iM/ riii/rr i'i ,/ ii it/ , j- It Is described Oil 

pace llii'.l 

Aktuiw r ■ ■< r i i.l In, ■until n i'ii ml tiiiiivii. i — This is a sort of 
i ue. with broad, brandling leaves and white flowers. 
Several spi cies ale cultivated for food. 

Awvi.m., Canvas — Later travellers have proved the value 
of Watertoii's experience. Nothing is mi certain to bring on 
the dri ailed fever than the drenching rain which is so common 
in Cuiana, especially w hen the rain-storm comes on at night. 
As the average t.-mpieratuie at li’ght rarely vaiies more than 
from T’i to s.i E.ihr. the ti avtller eali sle 'p in the open air 
without inconvenience, so far as regards heat and cold. Against 
lain, however. lie must guard, and such a waterproofed canvas 
awning as Wateitoii describes is found to answer tint 
purpose adm'v.ildv 
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Bambi.o ( In< ml'iisa. arufl'l ! n'tffu.) —The many uses to which 
this gigantic grass is put are tin well known to require notice. 

Banana ( .1 fn-.ii s.qaV nti mu ) -One of the strangest of plants 
It scurcelv ever grows wild, ami has been so long piopaguted 
by cuttings that !t Ij.is lost the power of seeding, except in 
the Andaman Islands, where it does produce seeds, some of 
which have been sent to ling laud by the late f. Iving-slev. 
who thus writes of it : 

" Most beautiful it is. The ltisli, fat, green stein : the 
ci own of huge leaves falling over in curves l,ke those of 



human limbs ; and below the whorls of green or golden 
hint, with the pulpit* le'.'il't of flowers dangling behind them : 
and all so full of life tint t /,,\ y, rt /* tin /n-iuln.-f ,,f 

•! tnr lilnnt/rx. 
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I am told that if you cut the stem otf at certain seasons, 
you rn.iv tile young le it' actually move upwards from within, 
and grow before vuur eves : and that each stem of plantain 
will bear from thirty to sixty pounds of rich food duiing the 
year of its short life.” 

Another plantain ( J/em jut rn h on. o ) hears 1 irge fruits 
which reunite to be cooked, while the fruit of the banana is 
eaten law. 

Bi u.-iai.T). — A , *• (_• impariero.’’ 

Bj r..-i,ouoL. — This horrible little pest much resembles our 
li irve't bug in cilour, size and lubits. It is a liiTiute species 
of tick, belonging to the genus and causes tile most 

violent irritation when it attacks a human being. As its 
principal haunts are in grassy ~p >ts. the fee t are generally 
e\-p >sed to its onslaught, but it will make its way between 
the collar and neck, or on the wrists, and. being so small, 
scarcely larger than the dot of the letter i, it is seldom dis- 
covered until the lni-ch’ef is done. 

Imbed, there seems to be no mode of evading it. Air. (A 
B. Brown mentions that he once thought that he had found a 
new species of Ma un, both sides of the head being marked 
with .1 scarlet pitch. But, on examining the bird closer, lie 
f mud that the scirlct patches were nothing hut clusters of 
the B te-rouge 

r.KV MoXklll I Ili'ii ;h;, ni’n-t ) — 

Sometimes this monkey is called the Bearded Saki, or 
I 'tixin. The m ile is , t much deeper black than the female. 
It seenis to be more solitary in its habits than the generality 
of its tribe, and to live- rather in pairs than compiiiies. It 
seems f, arful of wetting its b.- ird. and. when it drinks, scoops 
up the water in the hollow of its hand. 

Tin- name is sometime' spelled Beo-hu. 

Blow i.rv Sometimes called Pucuna. The beautifully 
I ei feet sjeemen given to me by AVaterton is exactly eleven 
Pet in length, ami is _\ef, so light that it is onlv a little 
more than a pound and a half in weight. For tie- various 
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materials from which it is made see •• Wuur.ili,” •• Our.ili," 
•• Samourah,” "Silk-grass,"' " Acuero." vc. 

The hick-sight is made in a very ingenious manner. 

" Acouri.” 

Slight as is the inieuna it is much stronger than it look', 
and when held to the lips scarcely carves at all. The mode 



of holding it is rather eunmis and was taught me bv 

Waterton. 

Artists generally represi nt ii as hi Id t o the mouth with 
the right hand, and resting upon the left hand, the aim being 
stretched to its furthest extent Tit's is all wrong Wln u 
taking aim the native hunter places Ids left t liunv against 
his side, with the palm of the hand turned upwards. iu,t as 
if he were handling a violin, and grasps the tuba donut eight 
inches from the end. The right hind i' ne\' placed on it 
with the palm downwards, s., that when the tu’n* is gr.spi.!, 
about two inches project from the hands. 

It will then be found th it meiolv liv b.-iel ug the 
backwards tin* tube cin be ros.-d n r !owe"d wait 'Carcelv 
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,mv ewrt : "n, the It ft elbow supporting it-; weight, and the 
muscles of the loins supplving the power. The Macouohies 
are verv fastidious as to the straightness of 
p the pueuna. which they never allow to lean 

against a tree, but always suspend by a 
loop just below the foresight. When on foot, 
thev in yit carry the pueuna horizontally, as 
we •trail' arms, but hold it perpendicularly, 
mid keep it a s upright as the vegetation will 
permit. In fact, the position of the holder is 
almost identical with tint of a soldier when 
• oi dering arms.’ 




There is a shorter and much heavier Blow- 
gun used by some tribes. Tt has no ourah. 
and is made of a young palm, first split, then 
hollowed, then put together and bound spirally 
with vegetable fibre. 

I >o vr- 1 > 1 1 r.. — O' e •• < ’rubier." 
f loo la ut a ( 7 /'O'/e/i 'ii‘ if/ft/'ut! ). — 1 his species 
of Trogon seems to have a wider range than 
the generality of its kind. Air. < . B. Brown 
was fortunate enough to have an opportunity 
of watching the bird and her young. 

■•Close to my tent at that place there was 
the nest of a common dark -coloured trogon, 
called Bowel ora, which merely consisted of a 
hole scooped out of a large, round termite's 
nest, built on tile stem of a tree. In it were 
two young ones which kept up a most doleful 
whistling all day, while the mother sat on a 
tree-bough near by, being afraid, from our 
near proximity, to approach them.' 

From examination of the stomach of the 


I s'cTua, its in. el -eeiiis to be of a rather mixed nature, portions 


et 1 I'm t and the remains of insects, eliielK the mantis, being 


• c it id in it 
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Buis Immortelle ( Lnjthriun innlrofi). — The follow lug de- 
scription of this, splendid tree is given by Kingsley : — 

•• Among tlie young cacao-trees, at some twenty yards 
apait, aie the stems of a tree looking much like an ash. 
save that it is inclined to throw out broad spurs like a ceiba 
i cotton- tree). You look up. and see that they are Bois Im- 
mortelles, liftv or sixty feet high, one blaze of vermilion 
against the blue sky. 

‘‘ Those who have stood under a Lombardy poplar in early 
spring, and looked up at its buds and twigs, showing like 
pink coral against the blue sky. and have felt the beauty of 
the sight, can imagine faintly — but only faintly — the beauty 
of this • lUadres de t'acao" or Cacao-mothers, as they call 
them here, because their shade is supposed to shelter the 
cacao-trees, while the dew collected by their leaves keeps the 
ground below always damp ’’ 

Both scientific names of this gorgeous tree are appropriate. 
The first is derived from a Creek word, signifying red, and 
the second is Latin and means shady. The magnificent 
Mowers are greatly frequented by humming birds. 

BuXito (I’thuiui* s"i\1 1 <). — This well known fish seldom 
reaches a vaid in length. Its llesh is eaten, but does not 
agree with many persons, t file of my friends told me that he 
once had several attacks of virulent nottlerash. before lie found 
out that he had been eating l’onito tie'll. At the time, I was 
suffering from violent rash caused by handling the beautiful 
“ canker-worm," i.>-. the caterpillar of the gold tailed moth, 
and on seeing my face and hands, my friend thought that I 
had been eating Bonito to find out what it was like, and was 
paying the price of c-uiiosity. 1 never viw the Mesh, but 
am told by those who have often eaten it. that it is very red 
and lias much the look of fresh meat. The fish may la 1 recognised 
bv the longitudinal brown streaks on the belly. 

Boi raiu. .Vo " Toucan 

Hi ii ire V////". '<>/-■ lln’ii!, n . — Sometimes called Burnell 

< >ne of the eiant-treps ■ d < fiiiaii i. with a reddi-h In own trunk. 
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and rising to tlxe lx ight of a hun Led and lift v foot. Ero'u 
its bark, when cut. exudes ;x milky white sap, which, wlxen 
congealed, produces a gum partaking of the properties of 
caoutchouc and gxitt x pcrcha. This gum appears not to 
have reached the English market 

Once in every tive year- it beus an abundant 'tore of ex- 
cellent fruit, much like an English plum, and the tree L '0 
gigantic tbit a single mink will produce a log of a yard 
.square and a liundred feet in length. The wood is superior 
t> oak except for .sli : pbuilding. sea-wat *r injuring its other- 
wise incorruptible texture. Like the e acton-tree 17. -M, the 
tnmk throws out spurs of great size. 

The timber meieliunts call it Bullet, or Bully-tree. and as 
the wood is not injured by weather, it is imed for house 
frames, posts, and shingles Another kind of Bullet-wood 
is procuied from the Sepot.i MulLri 
TlrsIIMASTi K, S,,. ■■ Coll m.wouclli." 

Bi'sii L U’i . —dills i' a general nunc applied to a x.i-t 
number of climb. lig plants, which grow in the remarkable 
way Jesci'ibed by W.iterton. They aic also known bv the 
popular name of Liana. Schomburgk gg-ivs the following 
description of one species of llu-h llojie -- 

“• As wc forced our wa v through the wood, we weie gieeted, 
from time to time, by the tine st perfume, which we traced to 
a liana, or creeper, and one of the Bush-mpes of the colonist'. 
Tts sweet-smelling plant was S.l /./m E/ sOo/m/c. with 
white tlowers, of which the largest patch was spotted with 
pink, growing in voluminous clusters, its stem twisted and 
contorted in so remarkable a manner, as well to de'eiYe the 
name of Bush-rope. 

•* d’o describe the various ways in which these twists and 
contortions take place would be dulieult. Sometimes the stem 
l' as delicate as a ribbon while at others it presents a bundle 
of steins so chi.-ely twined together, as to make it no easy 
matter to separate them witli an axe. ’ 

Some of these Bush-lopes are \ cry pliant, will bear nnv 
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amount of twisting. and are much Used for li ai~c building. 
They go by the name of M unouril. (fillers are .so brittle 
that they snap if tied in knits or twisted. .Stedman compares 
the appearance of the tropical forest with its tall tree flunks 
and interlacing bush-ropes to that of a fleet at anchor, a 
comparison afterwards employed by Waterton. 

Cabbage, Alouiitaui C Vo/./e.ru oL lOi'-t-n. — One of the mo4 
beautiful of the Palms. The topmost shoot is popularly 
called the " cabbage.' and is a very excellent vegetable for 
the table. As the palm dies when the central shoot is de- 
stroyed, the usual pi m is to cut it down, knowing that them 
are plenty of others ready to take the place of tho-e which 
are destroyed. 

Kingsley well described his lir - 1 sight of the Cabbage 
Palm : — 

■'Grey pillars, which seemed taller tli nr the tallest poplars, 
smooth and cylindrical as those of a I'oric temple, cudi 
ctrrying a Hat head of d.nkcsl gie.m. were ranged along 
loadsides and round fields, or stood m groups or singly, near 
engine woik.s, or towered above rich 'iuubberics which 
shrouded comfortable country houses. It was not easy, as 
I have said, to believe that these strange and noble things 
were trees ; but such they were. At last we beheld, with 
wonder and delight, the pride of the West Indie-, the 
Cabbage-palm — Palmi.-tes of t lie Fn nek settlers — which 
botanists have well named Oreodoxa, the ‘glory of the 
mount tin.' 

“ We suv them afterwards a hundred time- in tin ir own 
native forests, and when they rose through tangled mas-es of 
richest vegetation mixed with other ami smaller species of 
palms, their form, fantastic though it was, harmonized well 
with hundieds of forms equally fantastic. I’au here they 
seemed, at first sight, out of place, incongruous, and artificial, 
standing amid no kindred forms, and toweling over a cultiva- 
tion and civilisation which might have been mistaken, -cell 
from the sea. for we.ikhv farm - along some Kind'-h -Ira.- 



r.xrr.ANATwUY ixffx. 


<i Lull v would we have gone on shore, were it but to have 
stood a while tinder those Pulmistes.' 

It is the custom that when a spot has been cleared for the 
purpose of building a lioti-e. a few ( 'nbb.ige p tints ait left 
standing round it 

('AMorni i Lmi'fti.-i iiinriiii'i), — One of the giants among 
snakes, more generailv known bv the title of Anaconda, It 
i' somi. times c died Huillia. The snake is generally found 
ne ir water, and is apt to lie dangerous when large. Air. ( '. ] 5 . 
Brown remarks that whenever a ('amoudt is killed, two king 
vultures, 7. c., will come and take possession of it. Waterton 
noticed the same fact. When gorged, it is in the habit of 
King coiled up near the water until it has digested its meal 

In this state it is so motionless that it might easily be 
mistaken for a log of wood. Indeed. Waterton mentions in 
one of his essays, th it a negro committed the error of sitting 
down on one of the-e snakes, taking it for a fallen tree, and 
’was only undeceived bv the 'Hake moving away. 

Kingsiev mentions a case where tour voting ladies were 
bathing in a lagoon, and one was seized by a < 'uuioudi from 
behind. Thinking that one of her sisters had caught her 
dress in play, she felt no alarm until she saw her three sisters 
on the bank, and found that she had been seized by a snake. 
The three girls courageously dashed into the water and tried 
to drag her awav from the snake. Fortunately, the reptile 
had only caught her bathing dress, which, being made of thin 
cotton, gave way. and she escaped safely to land. 

F wir \M lio 1 ,1 ii'i't ttH'U). -No one has described the 
singular cry of this bird as Waterton has done. 

Tt is one of the great tribe of the ( 'batterers The horn like 
projection from the base of its beak has in all probability 
much to do with the resonance of the orv. The ace. nnpanving 
illustrations show the two positions of the ■ Imm ’ The head 
•>f the bird gives the horn as it appears while the bird is 
tolling its wonderful bell, and the full figure depicts the 
'1 iccid state of the burn while 'he bird Is at lest 
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('apivi, or t'opuiu <U m —Thi- important gum is produced 
from several sjeeies of Cop'ii/n'ii (•>•<«• "Purple-heart’'), and is 
obtained bv making incisions in the branches. 


i'll 'll.' I * *J I I ■ 

< ‘apr uiri.i.r->. — The Latin term for ( ioat^ucker This i., 
an example of Watertons lax nomenclature, the Whip-poor- 
Will (</. r.) mentioned in the same sentence being ,iho a 
( hint sucker. 




( akai us \ — Evidently a Li. intaw. proluldy belonging ,u 
t he genii' ,N /no Ihi. 

fissAU (.T<tr"j.li‘i hfti'iln.t - This i r O't U'cful plant is 
sonietiuic' called .Manioc, and is to the 1 hti.in.m natives what 
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earn is- to us. Ir is a tall, unbranclied plant, grow- 
ing irregularly and knotted at intervals, and Laving 
leaves with a put pie gloss. 

The rout is the portion that is eaten, and it is 
M-raj ed down on a board stuck full of sharp Hint or 
other stones, and called by the name of Tumarrie. 
It then looks just like horseradish as brought to 
our tables, but is tilled with a poisonous juice. In 
order to extract this juice, the scraped cassava is 
tmved into a long, narrow basket called a inatappi, 
and made exactly on the principle of the ' Siame.se- 
hnks ' which v ei e once popular as tots. The ma- 
terial of which it is made is a species of ( 'alathea 

When tlie inatappi is full, it is scarcely half its 
length when empty, but is more than double its 
thicknc" It is then hung to a branch of a tree or 
to a beam of a house, an earthen pot is placed under 
it. and a heavy weight is tied to the lower end. The 
weight of the st.,ne fames the inatappi to increase 
m li ngth. but to diminish in thickness, thus exert- 
ing a pnweiful pressure on the cassava, and squeez- 
ing out tin- juice, which runs through the interstices, 
and so down the inatappi into the pot. 

The drv ( '.iss.iv.i is then removed from the inatappi, 
ruhbol through a basket work sieve, foimed into 
l'at c i filial - cakes about two ftet ill diameter, and a 
quart 1 1* of an inch in thickness, and baked upon a 

flat, luated stone or 

Meanwhile, the poi- 

# / • FI e .11(111' juice has bet n 

Wf; f J // •/ 

Mtf / /\|| l ^ kept out of reach of 

and. mi being boiled, 
and flavoured with 

a er ot i.io-u-on be onies the vu*l!-kno\\u uesi- 
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reep or pepper-pot of the West Indies. The pot is never 
cleaned, bo that, as it is very thick, very soft, and very 
porous, it absorbs the juices. When Cassava bread is eaten, it 
is generally dipped in the cassureep, which often contains 
pieces of meat, A'e., and which, when the palate has become 
accustomed to the inordinate amount of red pepper, is not 
only nourishing, but appetizing. A new comer, however, will 
run the risk of starving altogether, for the native cook is so 
\erv heavy-handed with her red pepper, that the lips and 
tongue of a novice are scorched as if with red-hot imn 

The illustration of the matappi and cassareep pot is taken 
from sj ecimens in my collection. A considerable amount of 
Cassava is consumed in this countiy under the names of 
tapioca and semolina, 

Cassiouts. — T he-e birds, of which there are several species, 
all belonging to the genus C, are popularly called 
Mirb-'in Jamaica. The word is evidently the same as our 
Merle ( hat. Mi ,a o'./ ■, which distinguishes tin- common black 
lard. 

According to < Kingsley, the Merles are "birds tbe size 
of a jackdaw, brown and \ellutv, and mocking-birds, too, of 
i n mean ability. Tbe p' ucb-. ' (lic-ts) two feet long and more, 
sw.iytd in the breeze fastened to tin end of the boughs with 
a few small ihreids. liarh hid, about h.df way down, an 
opening into the round sac below, in and out of which the 
merle' crept and flatten d. talking all tbe while in twenty 
dnterent notes 

*• Most tropic liiids huh the.r nests i.uetully in the bush • 
the merles bang theirs fe.irb sslv m the most exposed sitlll- 
tioits. Tlmy Mid. i pre-time that they are pioteetcd enough 
from monkeys, wild i.its and gate mi l.n-.s (a s..rt of ferret i, 
!-v being hni-g tiie extremity of the bough So thinks 
M l.i stand, the ace, mpli'hed de-criber ot the birds of 
Trinidad.’ 

.-nine viit'-is e ill the Meih - hy tin- name of mocking-birds. 

c \s ; , , i; , . i ; i -- Another of tbe plants 
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imported fiom tlie Old World. It belongs to the great tribe 
of the Eupliorbiie or Spurges, of which our common milky - 
weed is a familiar example. 

From its seeds is obtained the Castor-oil of commerce. The 
best, called • cold- drawn ’ oil. is procured by simple pressure. 
The plant is sometimes called Palma Christi, because its 
leaves look something like widely-spread lingers. 

The Romans gave it the name of Ilicinus, because the seeds 
bear some resend dance in shape to sheep-ticks or ‘ricini.’ 
Thev procured it originally from Egypt, where seeds may 
still be found in the tombs. 

Cayman bijrn). - This is the animal which 

Waterton so brilliantly captured. There are many of the 
crocodiles and alligators in North and South America, and 
in habits they seem to be much alike. 

All have the peculiar way of attacking animals on land by 
knocking them into the water with a blow of the tail, and 



carrying them off before tliev can recover from the effects of 
the blow. Sometimes they have been known to attack canoes 
in this manner. 

They all pos.-o.ss a most abnminabh musky smell, " limiting ” 
as Mr. ( 11 Frown say-, "like a deadly miasma round our 
e, i nip. and finding its way even to our palates.” Then, all of 
them are in the habit of emitting loud, bellowing noises, 
especially at night, so that they make themselves as objection- 
able to the ears as to the nostrils. 
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The hook which was used hy Waterton was engraved in the 
original edition of the Wauihi'iiig*, but I am sure that the 
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draughtsman who drew it could not have seen it. The instru- 
ment itself is in Waterton’ s museum, and I have here sub- 
stituted my own sketch of it. 

The four prongs are not barbed, but are sharply pointed, as 
seen in the illustration. They are fiattish, and very tough, 
as they need be, for they are bitb n and cracked all over by 
the teeth of the cayman. The prongs aie kept in their 
diverging position by wooden pegs driven between them, and 
the whole instrument is thus made so elastic that it can be 
compressed by a strong grasp of the hand, and then springs 
hack again to its original form. >So, when compressed by the 
entrails of the aeouri, which were wrapped round them, the 
instrument would slip easily down the cayman’s throat, and 
then expand on being swallowed. 

Chameleon*. — One of the Anolis Lizards, probably the 
Ted-throated Anolis ( Aiiollns bnUmU), which are active, 
chase flies upon trees, and are changeable in colour when 
excited. The true Chameleons exclu-i\ely inhabit the Uhl 
Woild, and are much too slumtish to chase insects. 'Flu re 
aie several species of Anolis in (iiti.mu. 

Cun some t imes spelled J n.i.i:i;. or Tm ii i ko ( t'n', ,■ j , 
/,-itui .) — Tmv as it mav be. the little Chigoe is one of the most 
detested plagues of the West Indies. To all appearances it 
resembh s our common domestic flea, hut it lias fortunately not 
\ct become ..(• -iiiuati-'-d in any part of Em "pc Tlimc i- 


I c 



F.XPLANAT'HIY IXPFK 




scarcely a traveller in the \\ est Indies who writes with the 
least patience about this more than troublesome insect. There 
i- some cre.l.t in facing a mtle-iitke. killing a jaguar, or in 
braving the m.uiv dangers of tropical travel, but there is 
none in becoming the victim of a !lei, though the apparently 
insigniiiu mt en-mv luiy, unless its attmks be properly re- 
pelled. ciuse the lo-s of a limb, or even of life. 

In one of his essay-, W.iterton his extended the information 
given in his ]y.t,nb_ 

■' In the pi mt itions of t'iv.mi there is generally an old ne- 
gress known bv the nine* of tlriiinv. a kind of .//ome/s anus, 
v. ho loiter- ah mt the negro v.irl. and is supposed to take 
clnrge of tile Lttle negroes v. h > .uc too young to work. 
Towards the close of dav you Will sometimes hear the most 
dismal cries of woo con dug frjm that rpurter. Old Granny 
is then at work grinning tT- j <_rdg>e nests our of the feet of 
the sable utvluns. and 'ill’ng tu- teles with lime juice and 
i avenue p ‘ppm*. 1 iii - s - i . ..‘aing i'o.ij pound li is two duties to 
pm form: lirstly. it eau-.-s d.-utli to any remaining Ghigue in 
tile h lie: and - c rally, It aer, as a kill l of a birch rod to 
the unruly hr it,, bv whi'di tin-v me w'rne.l. to their eost, 
not to e,,nceal tin- 1 r * iiig.-es in future: for, afraid of en- 
eoun'eimg old Cranny's tom i haw k, many of them prefer to 
let the < lingoes lint in tin'll' :!e-h rather than collie under 
In i‘ d i - -e -t mg liaml 

A knowing eve lea . iK\a\s pen ci ,•< when t lie feet of ne- 
g i ne, are ill.- ah -de of the i Ti’goe. They dare not place their 
feet ur.i.ly on the ground, on ac-.unit of the pain which such 
a posiuon w ihl gb-p tin. in : but they hobble along with their 
t e, turned up : and by lids jmi know tli.it they are not 
sobering from tiibboi s ia remnant of the y i«‘,|. but from the 
actual ih 1'i‘ed itions ot the < 'hignes. which have neni truted 

J L g 

under the nails of tie- toes, and then formed sores, which, if 
not amended to. would, ere long. b. come foul and corroding 
ulcers. A- 1 seldom had a shoe or stocking ni my foot from 
the I 1 I,.e t h 1 1 1 : n I I I \ le. ! tie' a .1 1 o | ,1 111 1 s 1 1 ’ the * Idgne 
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was a source of perpetual disquietude to me. I found it 
necessary to examine bv feet every evening, in order to 
counteract the career of this extraordinary insect. Occasion- 
ally, at one overhauling. I Lave hroki n up no le-s than four 
of its estaldislnnents under il-» foe nails 

“ In IS.'.'), a dav or two 1> fore f 11 ft Onian.a. wishful to try 
how this puny creature an 1 r ---elf v.-. nl 1 m »■’ during a -ki 
voyage, I ptuposely went t« a nl.- • "•i-u-e :t al ornde-d. net 
doubting but that some n-cd r i tal of its tribe would 

attempt to bettor its v nd ti. u II- - h ph-cs.inf and 
agreeable kind of it- hint; nml..,- i A- 1 • 1 if the elect toe 
informed me that a I'lbgoe hid I -i -1 lor a s.a 1 1, incut. In 
three days after we hid m L d a ciiaii-.c of Colour took 
place in the skin, ju-t at tl--- 'pot -e. In - the t h-goo had 
entered, appearing somewh t like a blue j e.i Hy the time 
we were in tin* latitude of Xiuigui i„y tin 1 . i < 1 beeoiiio 
insupportable, and i s, iv .- llcei-.- was ate in n.i d,.it- necessity 
for bis disehai gc.u Wi-.-i- I'oiv. 1 tinned him and hi' numerous 
family adrift, and p-tirnl u h its of rurpen: ine into t he cavity 
which they had oi cnpVd. m orch-r to j.o vent the remotest 
eh i nee of a rogeueianon. 

“ The Indian and m gro w ein in s jn-rf >rm < lie <-] ei at ’em of 
extracting Chigoes wills 'iiipri'ii c -kill. They take a pin, 
and. by a verv slow process, thev lay tin- part ban*, and con- 
trive to work quite n nnd the lug uha'i e mi iiii' the < 'liigoo 
and its offspring. A' semi as tilts lias been e.lected, they 
turn the bag out, whole rind uninjui -d. by uldch na-.uis none 
are left in the hole to form a n -u colony. Pol- my own part. 
I never trouble these gentle op-u-ators although 1 have looked 
on man v a time, and adn. ' l e 1 t heir exquisite skill, while t hi y 
were fingering the toes of my fieqiiaintaiK 

“ Uncp, however. I had it not in my power to be my own 
surgeon, and on that fua-ii ii a faithful old negro performed 
the friendlv oltice. I was descending the I femeiYtrn. with an 
inveterate tertian ague • and 1 was so much exhausted L\- 
sitting upright in tin- '-.mi “ that 1 had i ' got ii'luue 
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at the Indian hut than I lay down on the ground at full 
length. Sickness had pressed so heavily on me that I was 
callous to the well-known feeling which the Chigoe causes. I 
was quite unconscious that there were nine thriving nests of 
Chigoes in lnv back, until one was accidentally observed by the 
old negro ; and this led to the discovery of the rest. I handed 
him my penknife, and told him to start the intruders. Sick 
as I was, I wished an artist were present at the operation. 
The Indian’s hut. with its scanty furniture, and bows and 
arrows hanging round : the de -p verdure of the adjoining 
forest : the river Rowing rapidly by ; myself wasted to a 
shadow : and the negro grinning with exultation as he showed 
me the Chigoes’ nests which he had grubbed out, would have 
formed a scene of no ordinary variety. 

l ' Dogs are often sorely tormented by the Chigoe ; and they 
get rid of them by an extremely painful operation. They 
gradually gnaw into their own toes, whining piteously as 
they do it, until they got at the Chigoe’s nest. YYere it not 
for this singular mode of freeing themselves from the latent 
enemy, dogs would absolutely be cripples in Hiiiaua.” 

In Air. llrown s Cum i> uud Citm>e L>j*i lu Guuiuii there is 
an anecdote which well expresses the terrors which this tiny 
plague can inspire into Europeans as well as natives. 

" .Just then lieu n-turned from a vojage of discovery along 
the path leading away from our c.nnp, with a jo\ ful expres- 
sion of countenance betokening good news. ‘ "Why, sir,’ ho 
said, ‘there is a good house not far oil, and it ain’t got no 
one in it.' I immediately went with him to see it, and, plod- 
ding through mud ami water, climbed a slight eminence to a 
large open shed, situated in the midst of a cle iring. I halted 
close to it, and proposed tliit he should take a look at the 
floor for insects. He walked boldly in, hesitated, looked 
down at his bare feet, and, exclaiming ‘ Jiggers and dog 
fleas full da here ! ’ fed precipitately. I may here mention 
that the jigger or Chigoe is a small fea that burrows under 
the toe nail-, where it fomis an egg bag almost : he size of a 
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small pea, which has to be extracted with a needle, an opera- 
tion giving a considerable amount of pain. 

*• I remarked to Een in a casual way, * Surely the natives 
have some way of getting rid of these insects ! jii'fc think 
the matter over in your mind, and don't lose sight of the 
fact that it depends upon you whether we sleep in the moist 
swamp to-night, or under this good roof.’ 

"He proposed two ways of performing the operation, one 
was to 1 bun them.’ as he called it, and the other was to 
sweep them out. I seized upon both ideas : we would burn 
them first, and sweep out their roasted c.ircises afterwards. 

“ Fortunately there wu.s a heap of dry palm leaves in the 
house, of which a few hunches were made into brooms, and 
the rest scattered over the door. If any one h id been looking 
at us from a short distance when pel forming this operation, 
he would have come to the conclusion tii.it we were both de- 
mented. from the way in which we skipped about, darting 
out every now and then to brush olf our enemies from our 
clothes. Then we set tire to the leaves, and had the whole 
place covered with flames a foot in height — a grand and satis- 
factory though short-lived flare-up. At this stage of the 
proceedings we were reinforced by Pedro and Vincente, who, 
on the subsiding of the flames, swept out the residuary mat- 
ter, composed of carcases, ashes, and dust. After flic crusade 
was over, a few hundreds of the enemy were left, hut these we 
did not mind. 

“ It is a curious and sad fact, as I have always found to 
my cost, than when Indians leave their homes for a time the 
dust on the floors becomes infested with jiggers and fleas. The 
former come from the eggs dropped from the j’gger egg hags 
in the toes of both Indians and their dogs, .mil the latter 
from eggs dropped by the fleas of the dog,.” 

The “ nest ' of the t’ln'goe is in reality the swollen body of 
the female, which contains the eggs, and becomes as large in 
proportion to the head, thorax, and limbs, as does that of the 
queen termite. In common with most noxious in~ect'. such. 
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for example, as the mosquito and the wasp, the females are 
the only aggressors. The male mosquito cannot bite, nor the 
male wasp sting, nor the male Chigoe form its irritating 
nest. 

There is now before me one of tb‘se fern tie ( 'higoes. with 
the abdomen fully swollen and full of eggs. It was sent to 
me by a resident in the West Indies, who was kind enough 
to allow it to inhabit his toe until it was sufficiently deve- 
loped, and then removed it and preserved it for me. The 
skin of the swollen abdomen is very tough, so that it cm 
easily be turned out of the billow which it his formed 
The size of my specimen is as neu-ly as pissible equal to 
that of an ordinary sweet pier In s mie places the Chigoe is 
called Chieorine. 

Cinnamon* (C imi'iinynrn-ii /Cy', ,* i. — *_)nlv the b irk of 
the young shoots is Use l. Ceylon is the cliVf country of th * 
cinnamon. It is allied to tb'-c* unarm laurel. 

Cl.oVE. — The cloves of c mini uve ,U . the uuoxponde l 
flowers of a plant, known .scientific iUy ns Cary-iphiiHu* 
aromatics. It is one of the myrtle tribe The name clove 
is a corruption of the French nuue a/ nn . the dried flowers 
bearing some resemblance to a mr.l 

Coco v-Nl'T P.U.M {*'</•■>'. tin, ‘ill rn I — Esseiitlullv a sei-sd' 
tree, and apparently not a native of the West Inches, but im 
ported, either by mm or by the win 1 an l waves. It grows 
freely in Indi i and the South Sea Islmds, as well .is in tli -> 
West In lies, and reaches a height of a hundred feet. 

The nut grows in a Very curious m miter. When it his 
fallen ollc- of tile three ll il ‘s gi\ es Wa V t o a sh lot, will ell stl'ik S 
out a root, piercing into the ground, wh do it still returns its 
Connection by a sort of cord with the nut from which it draws 
J ts nourishment, until it is strong enough to obtain the while 
of its stistenanc ■ from the ground. See the fallen nuts in till 
foreground of the illustration 

It his a ■ e.ibbige' like th it of the cabbige pilm and is 
sum -times cut 1 uni for th ■ s ik ■ of obt lining this vegetable. 
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Toddy is simply tlie fermented juice of the tree ; coir is made 
from the husk, which is also cut up into scrubbing brushes for 
household use ; and the l ' porcupine wood ” of the cabinet- 
maker is obtained from the dense and heavy wood near the 
root. 

The long groves of Cocoa palms are called cocals. and some- 
times extend for several miles along the shore. The Cocoa 
palm should not be confounded with the cacao, of which 
chocolate and cocoa are made, and which is a totally different 
plant, belonging to the genus I’lieubroma. 

Cock of the Bock (Rupicola aurantin ).- — This fine bird is 
the largest of the Alanakins, q.r.. and on account of the beauty 





of its plumage is in great request with bird -stutters. Un- 
fortunately, the brilliant orange of its feathers is very 
fugitive, and a stuffed bird is sure to fade unless protected 
from the light. 

I have before me a specimen of a stuffed Cock of the Bock 
which has been exposed to da \ light for several tears, and the 
colour of which has so completely faded, that the bird can 
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only be recognized by its shape, the feathers having changed 
from brilliant orange to a dull yellowish brown. 

The following account of this bird is taken from Air. B. 
Brown’s work on Guiana : — - 

“ Cocks of the Bock were numerous in the surrounding 
thickets, where their sharp disagreeable cry was frequently 
heard. 

“ They are so restless, jumping and dying from bough to 
bough, and tree to tree, that Paulie, who was trying to shoot 
them, started live, but only succeeded in obtaining one 
specimen. He found a dancing place of these birds in a 
thicket, the ground being beaten down quite smooth by their 
feet ; and on visiting it early in the morning with Ben, the two 
together succeeded in shooting two cocks and a hen bird. They 
told me that there were numbers around the dancing place, and 
that the two cocks they shot were strutting about with their 
feathers distended, showing themselves off before the rest.” 

Only the adult males possess the rich orange plumage, the 
females and immature males being of a dull jellow green, and 
having but a small crest. The bird, though the largest of the 
Alanakins, is but a small one, being scarcely equal in size to a 
Tumbler pigeon. 

Coffee. — It is rather remarkable that the two chief pro- 
ducts of the AYest Indies, namely Coffee and Sugar, are lmth 
natives of the Old World, and have been acclimatized in tie 1 
New. 

< 'oftee. as its name imparts, ( 'iiti’im Aruhnn. is indigenous to 
Northern Africa, and was imported into Europe as a curiosity 
Not much more than a hundred and fifty tears ago a 'ingle 
laver of two slips was taken from Holland to Al.irtiuique. and 
it throve so well that it furnished a supply for tie' whole 
of the West Indies. 

There is a romantic stray i onnecled with its introduction. 
A Frenchman, named Itcselietix, had charge of the plant. 

( >n the vovage the vessel fell in with a series of storms, and 
all on hoard were put oil short allowance of water The 



heroic Frenchman divided his share of water with the Coflee- 
jdaut. 

'■ Aii'l M.tmni' n l.o.o In i sle|o 
With jne he < toiin tire lIimi -- i\ . i j>s 

It belongs to th “ Useful "roup of Cinohonuco.e liven til" 
leaves possess iiuuv of the ipi.illties which make th” seeds so 
useful. 

)1>ai.. AVe Locust Tree." 

('dual Snake \Vntri <■ Sri/ti/.). — lu some parts of th • 
country this snake is mide a pet, being twisted round the 
neck like a gold and black *• torque ” It is but a small snake, 
averaging twenty-six inches in length 

CoTiNTiAs. — These all belong to the group of the Ampel- 
in.e, or Chatterers. 

The Pompadour Cotinga (Co//,, jo < is a singuLuly 

beautiful bird, its plumage being mostly of the beautiful hue 
which is known as pompadour, and which used to be very 
fashionable at the beginning of the present century. The 
feathers are splashed and streaked with white, and the wings 
are tipped with black. In size it rather surpasses our 
starl mg. 

The Purple-throated Cotingu is known to science as Cotinyu 
co ‘1(11101. For other remarkable Chatterers *«>■ 1 Pell-bud ’ ’ and 
" Cock of the Rock/’ 

Cojt ,x — The cotton which is used for thread and string, is 
procured from several species of Co'*,/y, inw, one of which 
produces the cotton so largely used by ourselves The natives 
always have some of these bushes planted near their houses, 
and cotton spinning goes on almost as ltitermili iblv as knitting 
or crochet among Kiiglish ladies. 

The mode ol spinning is that which L prevalent all user 
the woild, and even in Kngland has only latelv been super- 
seded by machinery. A wooden spindle is passed through a 
whorl of a heavy wood, bone, or .sometimes stone, and the 
fibres attached to t. The spindle is then made to revolve, 
thus spinning the fibres into thiead. In s.iv.tge countries, the 
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invariable practice is, to roll the thread on the bare thigh, 
and sometimes this labour is carried on so unceasingly as to 
cause sores. 

Spindles such as have been described were found in the 
tombs of the Incas, and several of them cune into my posses- 
sion, together with pieces of the fabrics mile from the 
threads spun by theai. 

The species which is so largely cultivated for commerce is 
Geggi/piu nt trifiisuijal/'iii. 

C'ottox-Tree, {Bomhn #■ ixih'i ) — This m.igiiiiicent; tree, some 
times called th» Silk k'ottoii is am mg th? in my wonders of 
the AYest Indies, and is admirably described by ( Kingsley 
in his joyous book .1/ Ln»t — 

"These latter (the ('eilus' are useless as timber : and then- 
roots are. of course, hurtful to tic- sij.ir iv.nes. Hut the negro 
is shy of felling the Yeiba. It is a m igic tree, haunted In- 
spirits. There are ‘too much jumbies in liim.' the negro says 1 
and of those who dare to cut him down some one will die. in- 
come to harm, within the year. 

“‘In Jamaica,' says my friend Air. t’losse, -they believe 
that if a person throws a stone at the trunk, he will be visited 
with sickness, or other misfortune. When tin y intend to cut 
one down, they first pour rum at the root ;i' u propitiatory 
offering ’ The Jamaiei negro, however, tells them for canoes 
the wood being soft, and easilv lrdlowid. 

" But here, as in Ih-merara. the trees are left 'landing about 
iu cane-pip'-es and pastures to decay into awful and fantastic 
sh ipes, with prickly spill’s and bo, ird walls of loots, high 
enoiightoiu.ikeahoii.se among them 'imply by rooting them 
in: and a Hat crown ot bough' 'line 'tvii.ty or i iglitv i* * t 
above the ground, each bough as big ,e an average I'.ngli'h 
tiee. from which dangles a whole would of lianas, mataj olos. 
orchids, wild pines with long air-roots or grey beards; and 
last, but not least, that strange and lovely p.nasite the 
/iftl/iSH?!' oig.ii/f/ni. which you mistake tii-'t for a plume ot 
green sea-weed, or a tlessot n.einiad' hair wliali h is got un 
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there bv mischance, and then for some delicate kind of pen- 
dent mistletoe ; till you are told, to your astonishment, that it 
i> an abnormal form of cactus — a family which it resembles, 
save in its tiny dowers and fruit, no more than it lesembles 
the Ceiba-tree on which it grows : and told, too, that, strangely 
enough, it Ins been discovered in Angola — the only species of 
the cactus tribe in the Old World.” 
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'lire Cotton-tree was a never-failing wonder to King-lev, 
alio a.' run writes of it in the same work : — 

If you are all safe, your next steps probably, as you 
struggle through the bu-h. between tiee trunks of every 
pos-ible -ize, will bring you face to face with huge upright 
wall- of seeming b >.irds, who.-e rounded edges slope upward, 
till, us your eye follows them, you lind them enter an enormous 
-tern, pei hap- round, like one of the Xormau pillar- of 
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Durham nave, and just as huge: perhaps fluted, like one of 
William of Wykeham's columns at Winchester. 

“There is the stem, but where is the tree? Above the 
green cloud. You struggle up to it, between two of the 
board walls, but And it not so easy to reach. Between you 
and it, are half a dozen tough strings which you had not 
noticed at first — the eye cannot focus itself rapidly enough in 
the confusion of distances — which have to he cut through ere 
you can pass. Some of them are rooted in the ground, 
straight and tense ; some of them dangle and wave in the 
wind at every height. 

“What are they 2 Air-roots of wild pines ( til/chi'Isia ), 
or of matapolos, or of figs, or of seguines (jJiiloJenJroii, 
until urii'w, tie. ) or of some other parasite 2 Probably: but 
you cannot see. All you can see is. a-, you put your chin 
close against the trunk of the tree and look up, as if you 
were looking up against the side of a great ship set on end ; 
that some sixty or eighty feet up in the green cloud, arras as 
big as English forest tiees branch o!f ; and that out of their 
forks a whole green garden of vegetation has tumbled duwn 
twenty or thirty feet, and half climbed up again. You 
scramble round the tree to find whence the aerial garden has 
sprung : you cannot tell. The tree trunk is smooth and free 
from climbers : and that mass of verdure may belong possibly 
to the very cables which you mot ascending into the gieen 
cloud twenty or thirty yards back, or to that impenetrable 
tangle, a dozen jards on. which has climbed a small tree, and 
then a taller one again, and then a taller still, till it has 
climbed out of sight, and possibly into the lower branches of 
the big tiee. And what are their species 2 What are their 
families ! AYho knows 2 Not even the mo.-t experienced 
woodman or botanist can tell you the names of plants of 
which he sees only the stems.’’ 

From this tiee is pioeurcd the Wild f'otton which has 
already been mentioned on page Hi 1. I b, hove that yet no use 
has he* ai found for this d, hc.de and slant \ allow fibre, e.vcopt 
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,i~) smiling for pillow-' ami couches. The native never troubles 
hiin-elf to lemove the seeds, which aie haul, spheiical, nearly 
hi tck, ami about as large as peas. 

< 'ol AVAC'il < III I „ ii ' , iis ). — Populaily Called Tlllbh- 

mastor, a name originally given to it by the Dutch. Some- 
time-. ;r is called 1 in iicii u. When living, it is as beautiful 
as it is deadly. hut the lovi lv piisiaatic colouis which play 
ms r the ho ly during life me ext ngu'sh«J in death, and not 
evi n Wat. u ton cuuld n-tme to the skin the beauty of the 
living seij.i nt. ft is found both : n tiees and on the ground. 

< '> n oi'iuii 1 ’ai m. — Thei e aie,seveial species of this palm, 
all belonging to lie* genus Maxiunliana The most beautiful 



of 1 le m s the sj ec es iiient'oned by \\ atei ton, and appro- 
pi 'oi» lv n until Mu ■ ni/iii. “In this plant,” wutes 

K'ngslpy, “ the nimi.i aie set on all at the same distance 
apait. and all n the same plains in opposite sides of the 
stalk, givng tf » the 1 whnl^ foliage it grand simplicity; and 
pi »tdm-!nj, tin* mixing I*m f points to<s in the* bimzr. 
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that curious appeal unco which I mentioned in an eailier 
chapter, of gieen glass wheels with iap : dly revolving spokes.” 

The leaves are sometimes twenty-live feet or more in length, 
and then' stems are triangular. When diied, they are won- 
derfully light, strong and elastic, and are often cut into lengths 
and imported to England as walking-sticks. When young, 
the tiee has sc.ucely any stem, tho leaves springing almost 
directly from thegrouul. These trees flourish best on sand 
or gravel. 

tstodai.in de-eiihes tire young leaves as diverging from each 
other' like tire flaming fu-e of a shell. 

(,'nn.i Air [Li'Ofii n-i is sometimes misnamed 

the American lion, and sometimes the panther, just as the 
jagii.ii goes by the name of tiger'. In some places it is called 
ihe rleei tiger. Mr. I! 1‘uown had a cm ions adventuie 
with one of the-e animals — 

•• < hie morning, whilst returning to camp along the poitage 
path that we weie cutting at Wonobobo falls, 1 walked faster 
than the men. and got some two bundled raids in advance. 
As I lose the slope of an unevi n p eec of giound, I saw a 
l.uge puma (/’.// s ) advancing along the other side of 

the iise towards me. with its nn-e down on the ground. The 
moment 1 saw It I stopped ; and at the same instant it tossed 
up its head and seeing me also came to a stand. With its 
body half douched, its head eiect, and its eyes tound and 
Llac k, fiom ts pupils having expanded in the dusky light, it 
looked at once a noble and an appalling sight. I glanced 
back along our w.do path to see if any of my men weie 
coming, as at the nionn lit I felt that .t was not well to be 
alone without some weapon of defence, and I knew that one 
of them had a gun : but nothing could I see. As long as I 
did not move the puma remained motif nless also, and thus we 
stood, some fifteen yards apait, eying ore another curiouslv. 
I had heard (hat the human voice is potent in scaling most 
wild beasts, and feeling that the time had nriived to do some- 
thing dc-p late. I waved my aims bi the air and shouted 
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loudly. The effect on the tiger wa-> electrical ; it turned 
quickly on one side, and in two bounds was lost in the forest. 

1 waited until my men came up, however, befoie passing the 
place at which it disappeared, in case it might only he lying 
in ambush theie; but we saw nothing more of it. 

When letiuning down the pottage and (Lagging our boat' 
over, we saw a jaguar 'ittiug on a log near the same spot, 
watching our movements with evident curiosity, and although 
the men were 'inging as they hauled the boat' along, it did 
not seem to mind the noise. As soon as it saw that it was 
observed, it jumped off the log, and with a low growl made 
off. F10111 this 1 infer that the flight of my puma must have 
been owing more to the windmill-like motion of my arms than 
to my voice.” 

( 01 i.ACAVAim — Waterton does not give sufficient descrip- 
tion of this snake for identification. It is almost certainly 
IjoH i i/l /ti jUlfni'. 

It is ch ir.icteristic of Waterton that lie should have sat 
down immediately after hi' battle with tlm snake to send an 
account cf it m Latin hexameters to his old friends at tstonv- 
Imi-'t .Mr. Kdmund Waterton only lately discovered the 
doi ument in pencil among his fathers pipers. 

C'iDiuu ( .1 rin man tti/ (ihi ) — Sometimes spelled Courida. 
Tlie White Mangrove of the ( oloiii-ts. 

The trees grow in jirofiision on the shore, reaching a height 
of rilty or sixty feet, ami from their upper branches dangle 
innumerable air-roots, which, when they reach th - ground, 
will strike into it. and hi come the stems of future trees The 
manatee is fond of browsing on the leaves of the Conrad, i. 

h KAiiwooii (f nrii pit friaiii/i.i/N/s) — The tree is very useful on 
aceount of an oil, called ‘crab oil,’ which is expros-ed from its 
sieds. It 'Cives various puipo-e-. and gives a good light 
when bullied in a lamp. Th - timber of the ( ’lab wood is in 
great request for masts and spai-s. 

f'rm. — A specie- of Trogon. - milar in -ize to the bucloi.i 
hat 1 n le liter m colours, as iic*ntlonc 1 I >y \\ a tci t m. 
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Ceabier. — The Boat bill \C'-i<roin'i c-m'jrojJ'rrjn . — It is a 
small lieron. hiving an oddlv-sh.iped beak, much resembling a 
boat turned upside down. It frequents the shores, and feeds 
chiellv on the smaller crustaooi. Sometimes it is called the 
Wallaba Bird. 

Cricket. — Waterton uses the collo puial term. The so-called 
Crickets are in fact Cicadas, several species of which are 
commun in the southern paits of Europe. Only one British 
species is known, and may be found in the Xew Forest. In 
Guiana, the Cicadas attain a veiy large size, and their cry has 
been compared to the whistle of a railway engine. 

Cuckoo, AFe'iallic < f ccr//'/ ,f s Aw>. n >' * I. 

Curlew, Scarlet — 'Waterton heie employs the colloquial 
name for the Sc.-ulet Ibis (Ti.i.itn’rs mb'.?). 

There are seven al species of lies, the most familiar being 
the sacred Ibis of Egypt, which figures so largely in the 
ancient Egyptian -culptuies and paintings. Th's is 1 ut a dull 
bird in colour, being only white and black, and with a neck 
quite bare of feathers, and looking as if made of a verv old 
and very crumpled black kid glove. 

The Seal let Ibis, however, is fur moie beautiful than ouv of 
its congeners, being of a most br lliunt scarlet, with a few 
patches of jet black 



lU. I, * I 1 ' 

The accompanying dlu'tiution represent' one of the-e hiids 
at ,t appealed when -mining it - elf in the Zoological Ganlciis. 
It lowed its li. ad until the tip of the curved leak ncailv 
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touched the ground, half opened its wings, thrust them 
forward, and kept up a tremulous movement of the feathers 
over the whole body. The bird is mostly found along the 
coasts. 

Another species, the River Ibis ( Ills iufuscatus), is found, 
as its name imports, on the rivers of Guiana. It is larger 
than its scarlet relative, but is not nearly so handsome, being 
dull olive green, with light green legs and beak. It goes by 
the popular name of C’uri-curi, in consequence of its cry, which 
is s;vid to re'ewble the-e words. 

D. 

Geek. — Several species of Deer inhabit Guiana, but that 
mentioned by Water-tun is probably the Purest Deer [Ceram 
huinilits). It is a small animal, reddish fawn in colour, spotted 
with white on the flanks, and with little straight horns. The 
native name is Wiriebiserie. 

Diamond 1!ock. — This is a very singularly-shaped rock, 
close to Pointe du Diamante, and having only a narrow 
channel between itself and Martinique. The shape is roughly 
conical, and is said to resemble the great Pyramids of Egypt, 
but to be twice as large as the largest of them. 

“In the end of ltMi:5,” writes the late C. Kingsley, “ Sir 
.Samuel Hood saw that French Drips passing to Port Royal 
harbour in Martinique escaped him by running through the 
deep channel between Pointe du Diamante and this same 
rock, which rises sheer out of the water GMj feet, and is 
about a mile round, and only accessible at a point to the 
leeward, and even then only when there is no surf. He who 
lands, it is said, has then to creep through crannies and 
dangerous steeps, round to the windward side, when the eye is 
suddenly relieved by a sloping grove of wild fig-trees, cling- 
ing by innumerable air roots to the cracks of the stone. 

“ So Hood, with that inspiration of genius so common then 
among sailors, laid his seventy four, the I'tutum-, close along 
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side the Diamond ; made a hawser, with a traveller on it, fast 
to the ship and to the top of the rock ; and in January, 1804, 
got three long l'4’s and two 18’s hauled up far above his mast- 
head by sailors who, as they ‘ hung like cluster?,’ appealed 
‘ like mice hauling a little sausage. Scarcely could we hear 
the governor on the top directing them with his trumpet ; the 
Centaur lying, close under, like a cocoa nut shell, to which 
the hawsers are affixed’ (Xaval Chruniclts). 

“ In this strange fortress Lieutenant James Wilkie Maurice 
(let his name be recollected as one of England's forgotten 
worthies) was established with 1 -0 men and boys, and am- 
munition, provisions, and water for four months ; and the 
rock was borne on the books of the Admiralty as his Ma- 
jesty’s ship Diamond Rock, and swept the seas with her guns 
till the 1st of June, 181)0, when she had to surrender, for 
want of powder, to a French scpiadron of two 74’s, a frigate, 
a corvette, a schooner, and eleveu gunboats, after killing and 
wounding some seventy men on the rock alone, and destroy- 
ing three gunboats, with a lo?s to herself of two men killed 
and one wounded. 

“ Remembering which story, who will blame the traveller 
if he takes off his hat to his Majesty’s quondam corvette, as 
he sees for the first time its pink and yellow sides shining in 
the sun above the sparkling seas over which it domineered of 
old 1 ” 

I may add that the sailors were greatly amused at their 
very remarkable sloop, and invariably u?ed nautical terms 
when speaking of it, or •• her/’ For example, when they had 
by extreme ingenuity " parbuckled ’’ a couple of guns nearly 
to the summit of the rock, they named them the ‘'topgallant 
battery.” Everything went on exactly as on board a man-of- 
war. Watches were set and relieved aeeording to naval dis- 
cipline, observations were daily taken, and. except that there 
was no man at the wheel, and no sails had to be looked after, 
the crew had ju-t ill? same duties a? if the rock had been a 
ship afloat . 


i> n 
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When at last thev did surrender, they were allowed to 
leave their “sloop'' with all the honours of war, and to 
row themselves in their own boats to the French ships. 

Don'inv. — The creature which Waterton here describes is 
not the true dolphin, which is one of the mammalia, and not a 
ii'h hoc is the I'uivphene {l.'oriiphent Jii/’j/v.riis). a splendid 
li-h. \\ Inch sailors will insist on calling by the name of dolphin. 
The w._,ipon which is thrown at. or rather dropped upon the 
ii'h is called by the name of " grains.” and much resembles 
X uptime's indent, except that it has five points instead of 
time The colours of the dying (.'uryphene are singularly 
1'CMHtiiVl . but it is evid-ut that the thick, tough, blubber- 
lined hide of the true d It .lain could undergo no change. 

Ihv.M, tutu. — One of the many useful species of West 
Indian Lauru~. the value of v, loch is not smliciontlv recog- 
nised in this country. The wood is very hard, close grained, 
heavy, duiable. and deep red in colour. Only the heart-wood 
is u-ed A' it is spotted with blackish-brown, like the 
jaguars skin, it is olten called T'ger-wood. The tree is rare, 
and h-t mostly foiitnl no<u* the i^sequiho. It irrows cliicilv in 
clay and sandy soils, and reaches about one bundled and 
Twenty feet in height The heait-uood. however, is seldom 
more than two id ■* •• in d aim ter 

Hi'i; \er.vt ka (f hlni'fitjJiu/’i 1 >■ (i n in int.nst s'). — This biid, like 
the English paitridge. builds a ne't on the ground, but is 
a latter arch, 'tot. The nest is made of leaves and twigs, 
and is pi uvd under tin- shelter of a bu'h. It is roofed, and 
has a small entrance in front I he eggs arc eight or nine 
in number, aviate m colour, and are about as large as those 
of the bantam. 

II. 

J-aoi.j:. \\ late Headed [Jhili-n /as A act to ft*. ) 

Eboxy Tkef. — There are several tiees which furnish the 
' >11 known ebony of commerce, but the best kind is obtained 
Worn lli>> Imarr -wo.nl of 
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Egeet. — This beautiful little heron (ArJea ej ret tit), is 
pure white in colour except the delicate train feathers, which 
have a slight creamy tinge. Thev are long enough to hang 
over the tail, which they conceal v h ■ n the bird is in repose. 



Owing to their beauty, these plumes aie in great request for 
the ornamentation of head-dresses, not only for tlm natives, 
but for ladies in Europe. The natives, who take gieat pride 
m their heail-dres'es of eeiemony, and arrange the feathers 
w ith marvellous taste, make much use of the plumes, which 
they mingle with the fe ithers of macaws and parrots 

The second sketch was taken from a tine specimen in the 
possession of J. F. .Jackson. Esq., of luxley As evening had 
corne on the bird had leured to a sort of small grotto on the 
edge of a pond, and had sunk to sleep, as represented ( p. 4fM’, ). 
Owing to the darkness of the evening [ had nearly passed the 
bird without seeing it, and but for tic snowy whiteness of 
its plumage, it would have escaped unnoticed. 
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In manv parts of Guiana the Egret is called by the name of 
White Gauldin. 


F. 


Em, A\ ili> ft 7 n*m alba ). 

Finch. Rep-iilaped (Probably Pas serin a gvJarig). 

Fiuiu i.v. — In Tropical America there are so many lumi- 
nous insects which go by the popular name of firefly that 
no particular specie.' can be here designated. Most of these, 
however, are beetles belonging to the group of elaters. Manv 
species exist in England, and are well-known ns skip-jack 
beetles, spring-beetles, or click-beetles, because if laid on their 
backs, they spiing up in the air with a smart click, and take 
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their chance of falling on their legs. The terrible wire-worm 
is the larva of one of these beetles 

The s } iceies which is most common is the Cucujo ( Pi/rn - 
j.Lori’s hiiDiniii s'!/.,.) As is the case with our glow-worm, the 
light disappears after death, and, indeed, 1iow t it is produced 
in life is an unsolved mystery. Even the spectroscope yields 
no information, giving only a ‘continuous’ spectrum, i.e. one 
which is not crossed by lines, either dark or luminous. 

Still, the light which the insect emits is so powerful that, 
as \\ aterton mentions, it will, if held over a paper at night. 
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permit the holder to read or write by its natural lantern. It 
is seen at its best when on the wing, as it then discloses four 
luminous spots, of which only the upper pair are visible 
when the insect is at rest. 

The upper pair are oval in shape, and are seen at the base 
of the thorax, one on either side, and after death fade into a 
brownish yellow. When the beetle expands its wings for 
flight, two more spots are seen, which had been concealed by 
the wing-cases, so that the appearance of a single Firefly on 
the wing is gorgeous in the extreme, and, considering that they 
fly in countless thousands, their coruscating lights can be 
compared to nothing but starry showers of fireworks. Even 
in the warmer countries of Europe the Fireflies are very 
beautiful, but they are completely surpassed in splendour by 
those of the tropics. 

In one of his essays, Waterton mentions an absurd state- 
ment, that there are certain birds which fasten Fireflies on 
their nests in order to keep off the bats which might devour 
their young. Fie very curtly disposes of the matter by 
saying that bats do not eat young birds, but that they do 
eat Fireflies, and would in consequence rather be attracted 
than frightened by them. 

Flamingo (l‘Jm uicojttervs mhrr ). — Waterton devotes part 
of one essay to a congenial task, that of demolishing an 
error in natural history. This particular error concerns the 
nesting of this bird, which is said to raise conical mounds of 
mud in order to keep its nest out of the water, to lay its 
eggs on the top of the heap, and to sit upon them with its 
legs hanging down into the water. 

This attitude, as Waterton showed, by reference to bis own 
herons, is not necessary, the long legs of the Flamingo and 
the heron being as easily bent under the body as those of the 
short-legged birds. In consequence of a conversation with 
Waterton on the. subject, I went to the Zoological Gardens 
in order to watch the attitudes of the Flamingo, and was greatly 
struck with the lithe activity of the bird. I made a number 
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of sketches from tliom. some of which an.* here given to the 
reveler. 

.ludg.nu from stulfed specimens, the Flamingo seems to he 
rather an awkward bird. ! ut in reality, it is peculiarly easy and 
graceful in its movements. The long neck can he twined and 
turned in all directions, very much like the coils of a serpent, 



or the lithe proboscis of the elephant. Some of the curious 
attitudes which it assumes are shown in the illustrations. 

As may be seen bv them, the legs, awkward as they may 
seem are as much under command as the neck, and I have 
seen the Flamingo scratch its head with its claws as easily as if 
u were a parrot or a canary. Any one who had not studied 
tin* living bird, would have thought that when it required 
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repose, it would squat on the srround. so as to rest its stilt like 
legs, lint, ni common with many other Link, it sleeps while 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


409 


Standing on one leg, which is kept perfectly straight, while 
the neck lies in folds upon the shoulder, with the head nestling 
among the feathers. 

This position of the head during sleep or illness is universal 
among birds, and is popularly called putting the head under 
the wing.” How such a phrase could have been invented or 
perpetuated is really wonderful, as any one who has kept 
poultry or pet birds of any kind must have noticed that the 



head is not hidden under the wing, but rests among th a 
plumage of the shoulders. So, we must hid farewell to our 
pretty nursery rhyme 

"Tin; 1101 th wind doth blew, 

And we shall have snow. 

And wliat will poor Rubin do tln-n, 

Poor thing ’ 

lie v> ill sit in a li.u n 
To krep h'tnself warm, 

And hide his head under liis wing. 

Poor thing ! " 

[ luring life the beak of the Flamingo is pinkish yellow at 
the base, becoming black at the tip. After death, however, 
although the tip retains it-, blackness, it loses its polish, 
and fades into dingy yellowish brown Similarly, the logs, 
which are red in life, become brown at death, and the only 
mode of restoring these colours has been by employing paint, 
which has really a ghastly appearance. I have not had tho 
opportunity of treating the beak of a Flamingo as Waterton 
manngtd to colour the beak of a toucan, but I have little 
doubt that the process would be as eilectual with one bird as 
it has been with the other. 
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Tin- feather*, are mostly white with u slight pink tinge, 
but the wing-feathers are mostly brilliant scarlet, and have 
earned for the bird the generic title of Pkcenicopterus, i.e. 

' scarlet-winged. ’ 

The curving bend, or angle in the beak of the Flamingo, is 
given to the bird in order to enable it to feed after its own 
peculiar fashion. Like the duck, the Flamingo feeds bv 
dabbling with its beak in muddy water, and filtering out the 
nutritive matter by means of an arrangement which much 
resembles a pair of very line, soft, and flexible combs, fitting 



nito each other in stiainer fashion. The duck, having short 
legs, c.m push it' bill into the water without difficulty, but 
owing to its very long neck and legs, the Flamingo could not 
do so. except for the peculiar curve in its bill, which enables 
it to place its head upside down when it feeds, and in this 
rather odd position to extract nourishment from the water. 

Any one who wishes to see the mechanism by which a 
Flamingo separates the nutritive substances from the water, 
has only to take the head of a duck and examine the beak 
and tongue. In order that the structure should be seen in 
perfection, the head ought to he held under water during 
examination, the beak widely opened and closed, and the 
linger he u*ed as well as the eyes. 

The accompanying illustrations are taken from sketches 
made at the Zoological Hardens, in order to show the extra- 
ordinary attitudes into which this bird throws it'elf, and 
especially the power of balance on one leg when sleeping, and 
the extraordinary contortions into which the bird can twist its 
neck while the body is resting on the ground. 

Flying-Fish s’ cof Items). — AVaterton, while men- 

tioning the tbght of this curious tish, does not touch on the 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


411 


disputed point of its capacity to alter its course in the air, or 
to extend its flight by flapping its wing like fins. C. Kingsley, 
however, believes from personal observations, that it can do 
both. 

“ The flying-fish now began to be a source of continual 
amusement, as they scuttled away from under the bows of 
the ship, mistaking her, probably, for some huge devouring 
whale. So strange are they when first seen, though long 
read of and long looked for, that it is diflicult to recollect that 
they are actually fish. The first little one was mistaken for 
a dragon-fly, the first big one for a grey plover. 

" The flight is almost exactly like that of a quail or part- 
ridge-flight, I must say ; for, in spite of all that has been 
learnedly written to the contrary, it was too difficult as yet 
for the English sportsmen on board to believe that their 
motion was not a true flight, aided by the vibration of the 
wings, and not a mere impulse given (as in the leap of the 
salmon) by a rush under water. 

"That they can change their course at will is plain to one 
who looks down on them from the lofty deck, and still more 
from the paddle box. The length of the flight seems too great 
to be attributed to a few strokes of the tail ; while the plain 
fact that they renew their flight after touching, and only 
touching, the surface, would seem to show that it was not due 
only to the orig'nal impetus, for that would be retarded, 
instead of being quickened, every time they touched. Such 
were our first impressions ; and they were confirmed by what 
we saw on the voyage home.'’ 

I think that this statement from a good naturalist and 
keen sportsman, such as was Kingsley, settles the question of 
flight I doubt, however, whether the tish dip into the sea for 
the purpose of wetting their wings, as suggested by AYutertnn. 
Perhaps their flight may be like that of the short-winged 
birds, and consist of alternate dippings and risings. 

Frigate Bird (Att'tgrn uqvilu ). — This really wonderful 
bird seems mostly to be composed of feathers, the body 
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liriii" quite sm. ill, and tin- expanded wings measuring about 
right feat from tip to tip. The total length of the bird, 
including the long tail, is about three feet. The muscles of 

the breast, bv which the wings are moved, are themselves 
one quarter the weight of the entire body. dhus. like the 
nl ha truss, it can pass the greater part of it, time on the wing, 
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not seeming to feel fatigue. As it wheels its flight over ships, 
the scarlet throat pouch is very conspicuous, the light shining 
through its skin when expanded 

It is a very voracious bird . and Dr. Bennett remarks that 
he has repeatedly su n it sweep upon the top of the mast and 
carry away the coloured vane. 

Being no diver, an 1 a very poor swimmer, it is apt to 
pounce upon gannot- and other diving birds, and rob them of 
their prey. Should the gannet pluck up sufficient spirit to 
r-si-if, the Friimte bird is sure to he worsted. Both birds 
necessarily fall into the sea, where the gannet is quite at 
home, and esc-up's by diving, while the Frigate bird is 
helplessly flapping about m the water. 

dhe colour of the adult male Frigate bird is black, with a 
gloss of £ rr* eii, the female Vn iri£ of much duller black above 
without any "ie<-*n "lo>s, and having the under surface nearly 
white, with ^pla-ho^ of reddish brown. 

lux I >///>'.' t'n,n'fn nfu ). — This animal is "cnernllv called 
^nv.mnah L* ox by the colonists, and iMikaii" by the natives, 
ft is very swift, and in fair chase can outrun most do£s. It 
i" very Miudl "Try in colour, and has a large bushy tail. 
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GoATSUCKr.r.s, — All these birds. of which there are many 
in Guiana, belong to the Gapiimulgidie. and some, from tho 
singular cry which tiny utter, are objects of superstitious 
dread, both to natives and negioes. Kingsley gives an 
amusing and graphic description of the alarm caused by one of 
these birds. After narrating how lie tried to sleep, and was 
kept awake, first by the romping of his companions, who 
broke down a four-post bedstead in their play, and then by the 
wind, which blew all the clothes oft the bed. he proceeds as 
follows : — 

" Then the dogs exploded outside, probably at some hen- 
roost robbing opossum, and li id a chevy through the cocos 
till they treed their game, and bated it to their hearts' con- 
tent. Then something el.-e exploded— and I do not deny it 
set me more aghast than I had been for many a day — ex- 
ploded I say, under the window, with a shiiek of hut-tut-tut- 
tut, hut-tut, such as I hoj e never to hear again. After which, 
dead silence ; save of the surf to tho east and the toads to 
the west. I fell asleep, wondering what animal could own so 
detestable a voice ; and in half an hour was awoke again by 
another explosion ; after which, happily, the thing, I suppose, 
went its wicked way, for I heard it no more. 

*■ I found out the next morning that the obnoxious bird was 
not an owl, but a large Goatsucker, a Xyeteribius. I believe, 
who goes by the name of jumby-bird among the English 
negroes ; and no wonder . for most ghostly and humble is his 
cry. But worse ; he has but one eye. and a glance from that 
glaring eye, as from the basilisk of old, is certain death : and 
worse still, lie can turn oil its light as a policeman does his 
lantern, and become instantly invisible : opinions which, if 
verified by experiment, are not always found to be in accord- 
ance with facts. But that is no reason why they should not 
be believed. 

‘ In St. Vincent, for instance, the negroes one evening 
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rushed shrieking out of a boiling-house. ‘ Oh ! Alassa Robert, 
•we all killed. Dar one great jumby-bird come in a hole a-top 
a roof. Oh! Massa Robert, you no go in; you killed, we 
killed,’ tire, Ac. Massa Robert went in, and could see no bird. 

‘ Ah ! Massa Robert, him darky him eye, but him see you all 
da same. You killed, we killed,’ Ac., da capo. 

•• Alaska Robert was not killed ; but lives still to the great 
benefit of his fellow-creatures, negroes especially. Neverthe- 
less, the negroes hold to their opinion. He might, could, 
would, or should have been killed ; and was not that clear 
proof that they were right 1 

•• After this, who can deny that the negro is a man and a 
brother, possessing the same reasoning faculties, and exercising 
them in exactly the same way, as three out of four white 
persons l ’’ 

This is evidently the “ largest Goatsucker,” mentioned by 
Wuterton on page It 1 If 

Greexheakt (Xi rtaud ra rnda i ), called by the natives 
l’ibiri. — Here we have another of the neglected products 
of Guiana. Kingsley thus mentions it in his At Last : — 

“ The carapo is not the only tree of South America whose 
bark may be used as a sub-titute for quinine. They may 
be counted possibly by dozens. A glance at the excellent 
enumerations of the uses of vegetable products to he found in 
Lindley’s I LjetalJe ILuitjJuni (a monument of learning), 
will show how God provides, and how man neglects and 
wastes. 

" As a single instance, the laurels alone are known already 
to contain several valuable febrifuges, among which the De- 
merara Greenheart, or Bibiri, claims perhaps the highest rank. 

■ Dr. Mac-lagan has shown,’ says Dr. Lindley, that ‘ sulphate 
of Bibiri acts with rapid and complete success in averting 
ague.’ This tree spreads from Jamaica to the Spanish Alain. 
It is plentiful in Trinidad, still more plentiful in Guiana ; yet 
all of it that reaches Europe is a little of its hard, beautiful 
wood for the use of cabinet makers . while in Deinerara, I am 
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assured by an eye-witness, many tons of the precious Green- 
heart bark are thrown away year by year. So goes the 
world, and man meanwhile at once boasts of his civilization 
and complains of the niggardliness of nature.” 

This is just the complaint made by' Waterton in more than 
one passage of the Wandtrhujs. He had some furniture 
at Walton Hall made of the Greenheart, and very excellent 
furniture it was, and probably is still. 

Greenheart is one of the eight A 1 timbers at Lloyds’. It 
is employed for kelsons, planking, and ‘ knees,’ when these are 
not made of wrought iron. It is time that legal protection 
should be given to this tree, for the timber-merchants and 
charcoal-burners have made great havoc with it. There are 
three varieties, called respectively, the Yellow, Black, and 
Alainop Greenheart. Logs are sometimes seventy feet long 
and two feet square. 

Every part of the Greenheart is useful, bark, juice, and 
timber being equally valuable in the service of man. 

Grosbeak, Scarlet (Cttnliiudis Virjiniauuis ). — This bird is 
called by various names, such as Virginian nightingale, Car- 
dinal bird, Ac. In consequence of the beauty of its plumage, it 
is often brought to England, where it thrives well, but is apt 
to lose its magnificent scarlet plumage, and become ivhitish- 
red. In its native country it builds in some thick evergreen, 
and lays live pale grey eggs splashed with greenish brown. 

Guana or Iguana (Ijuana tultrculata ). — This is a very odd- 
looking, and not very handsome lizard, which inhabits the 
West Indies, and is mostly found on the branches of trees 
which overhang the water. It is rather large, an average sized 
adult being about four feet long, while some attain a length 
of six feet. The body however, is not very large, but the 
tail is very long, and can be lashed from side to side so 
sharply, that a stroke will cause much pain. 

In Mr. Brown’s work on Guiana are some interesting 
remarks on this lizard, of which, by the way, there are 
several specie.-. : — 
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•' We were frequently amused with the manner in which 
the Iguanas, alarmed by the none produced by the boat’s 
paddles, threw themselves from the overhanging branches of 
trees into the river, many coming down broadside on the 
water. Their Hash resembles that of a chicken in flavour and 
quality, and is very good when properly cooked. 

•• They are exceedingly numerous on the river (the Cuyuiii) 
where they dig lur.g underground chambers in the sandbanks 
at the end' of i'lands, in which they depO'it their egg s. Xear 
the foot of a cataract, where there was a high beach, our men 
dug up the sand in order to trace out some of these chambers 
for eggs, and succeeded in capturing four Iguanas, which they 
dragged out by their tails and then seized by the back of the 
neck and seemed. They had to be pretty quick, for the 
Iguana can turn round suddenly and give a feuiful bite. An 
Iguana luu't be drawn from its hole with rapidity, for, if it 
has time to think, it lets go its tail at the base, leaving it in 
the hands of the would be capturer, and thus escapes. 

“One of these reptiles captured at its burrow, when killed 
and cut up for cooking, was found to contain ten eggs of ail 
ellipsoidal form, shell less, and midway in size between a 
pigeon’s and a lien's egg These are good eating when boiled 
for about live minutes and then allowed to get quite cold. 
They then require some manipulation. A hole is made in one 
end of the skin, and the albuminous piart, which never 
coaguLtes, is squeezed out : then the skin is stripped off, and 
the semi-hardened talk, of the eonsi'teiiry of butter, is eaten 
with salt. 

“ Our men and the Indians laid a most cruel way of pre- 
tenting captured I a 11 mas from escaping, by slitting down the 
sides of two foie and two hind tees, on opposite feet, and 
passing tlie tops betw'i en the bone and sinew in such a manner 
that they could not be disengaged by the struggles of the 
pool' animal. Tim manner in which they were , slaughtered, 
x 17 .,, by inserting a luud-pomt nl stick up one nostril into the 
br, on, was also a v. ry cruel proceeding." 
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Pei haps this may he a cruel way of killing the Guana, but, 
like nearly all reptiles, it is little sensitive to pain, and 
wonderfully tenacious of life, and, as it must be destroyed for 
food, perhaps the pointed .-tick is the quickest mode of killing 
it. Not that the natives tiouble themselves about the in- 
fliction of pain, for, besides the mode of securing the Guana 
as above mentioned, they sew its lips together, in order to 
prevent it from biting, and keep it without food until they 
want it. Here, again, they are nut more cruel than our rat- 
catchers, who used to sew together the lips of their ferrets, or 
our fishermen, who used to disable their lob-ter- by " pegging ’’ 
their claws as soon as caught. 

Guava ( I’xiili'hn ii<wii/i.rniii).--’Tho tree which bears this 
well known fruit, is quite a little one, scarcely larger than a 



privet bu-h, and the fruit is -mall, nmnd and green. It can 
be eaten without any preparation, but is mostly made into 


L E 
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jellv. It is remarkable, however, that few tropical fruits, 
except the orange, the cocoa-nut, the pine apple, and the 
durian, c in be cnnpnied with our plums, peaches, .straw- 
ben ies. Ac. The durian indeed, which is said by its lovers to 
be the king of fruits, requires an education before it can be 
appreciated : but when it is once tasted, the eater feels as if 
he can never have enough of it 

There are several species of Guava, among which is the 
little, stunted looking "Water Guava Il'siJlino jhu iutih). The 
most valued of them is the Perfumed Guava (P. jumiftnim), 
which glows abundantly on the banks of the Cuyuni river, its 
roots insinuating themselves into the cracks among the stones. 

At least seven species or varieties are cultivated. 


IT. 


ITackea (Si'h roJcn Ifoii trijhu-urn ). — A tree growing in 
snndv soil, and dowering in November. The flowers are 
bright yellow, and when the trees are seen against the dark 
foliage of the forest, they look like masses of gold. Hence 
the name fhderodendron. or Star tree. 

The wood is not used for general purposes, on account of 
Us extreme hardness, but is exceedingly valuable for cogs, 
shafts, Ac, The tree is ah ait sixty feet in height, and the 
wood is brown in colour. It squares about fourteen inches. 

TTatakrie — Srr "Wourali.” 

Hwimoi'K — T hese ingenious contrivances arc now so well 
known in England that little description is needed. Here 
they are a luxury, and a very great one ; there, they are an 
absolute necessity. 

They are sometimes formed of silk grass fibre, and some- 
times of cotton, the latter being the more pliant, and the 
former the rnoie lasting. The best hammocks are not formed 
like nets, and knotted, but the strings are inteitwined s<> that 
they adapt themselves t> every movement of the body A 
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native never goes on a journey without his luimmock, which 
he rolls into u sort of rope, ami passes it over one shoulder 
and under the other, just as officers in the army wear their 
overcoats on the march. 

In such a moist country as Guiana, where to sleep wet 
means to ensure a fever, and where a traveller will sometimes 
have t.> walk day after day up to his knees in water, the 
k umnock is a necessary of life. Mhen a traveller wishes to 
rest, he has only to hang his hammock between a couple of 
trees, and he can then clamber into it, tub his wet legs dry, 
and lie down in comfoit and seeuiity. 

Hammocks are of various sizes, some being very small and 
made for children, while others are large enough to hold two 
or more people As a rule, however, each person has a 
hammock to himself. 



Haxxaquoi ( Oiinli'ht ninhiinti — There are several species of 
the Mot mots, as these birds are called from tlie.r note, but 
that which is given is probably that to which A\ ateiton refers. 

i r - j 
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As the l>ill is large in proportion to the size of the bird, and 
deeply notched along the edges, it has been by .some persons 
thought to belong to the toucan tribe It is a .solitary bird, 
and not to be seen except by those who, like Wateiton, travel 
into the interior of the forests. 

Mr. C. B. Brotvn found a nest of the Hannaquoi situated in 
a low tree. It was male of sticks, and contained four 
speckled eggs, about equal in size to those of the common fowl. 
The plumage of the Hannaquoi is very beautiful, being almost 
entirely blue and green glossed with crimson, and there is a 
black velvety spot on the breast and head. 

The bird is easily tamed, and soon becomes domesticated 
with the poultry. 

Havawa Tree. -She “Aeaiari." 

Herux, Blue (JrAu lev'njaMtf.t 

Browx (doba riresc-'iis.) Popularly called the (Trey 

Gauldin. 

Hiwita.— .she ' Parrot, Sun.’' 

Hitia. — As this tree is mentioned in conjunction with the 
sihoalalis, it is probably an Enema. 

Horc. — .Me •• Powise." 

Hno Wild.-— See •'Peccary.'’ 

Hoi inr ( Printline feimni?nd).- -This beautiful bird is one 
of the splendid group of the Trogons. whose plumage literally 
blazes with scarlet and green, contrasted with velvet black 
and snowy white. This particular species is also called the 
Cuba Trogon. and it is easily recognised by means of the 
singular shape of the tail-feathers. They have the central 
shaft of the feather extending for some little distance beyond 
the web. and look exactly a> if they had be; n cut with a pair 
of scissors. ihe name of ' h mu urn*’ or ‘clip-tail, is given 
to the bird in consequence of this peculiarity. 

M aterton says that the Houtou clips its tail-feathers with 
its beak, but he nowhere states that he had ever seen it do 
so. and there is little doubt that the feathers owe their curious 
form-iron to nituve alone. Mr (h.uld says, that the Houtou 
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behaves much like the woodpeckers, running about the trunks 
and branches of trees and pecking insects from their hiding- 
places under the bark 



HoWLrii. l!r.n (.1 [yoUs iir^t/i /<■>). — This tine monkey, of 
which so many strange stories are told, is sometimes men- 
tioned under the title of Ar.iguato. It sometimes attains a 
total length exceeding six feet, the tail occupying more than 
half of that measurement. The following account of the 
Tied Howler is taken fiom Air. ( I!. Brown’s work on 
Guiana • 

“At early morning, at da-k. and through the nijlit. at all 
our camping places, we were accustomed to hear the Howlers 
serenading. To my mind the sounds produced by these 
monkeys more nearly resembled a roar than a howl, and when 
surticientlv far oil are not unpleasant to the ear. AYhen 
heard from a distance of halt' a mile or so they seem to begin 
with low notes, swelling gradually into louder and longer 
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ones till they merge into a prolonged roar, which dies gradu- 
ally away with a mournful cadence. 

When not more than one or two hundred yards away, 
and consequently plainly heard, they commence with a series 
of short howls, which break off into grunts, and. at every 
repetition, become longer and longer till their voices have got 
fairlv in tune, when they give their final roar, which dies as 
gradually away. Then, after an instant's silence, a few deep 
grunts are given, as if the remains of the compressed air in 
their throat dniins vote being got rid of. Listening carefully 
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to the performance, one can detect a voice at a much higher 
key than the others, especially in the dying away portion. 
The Indians say this is made by a dwarf monkey of the same 
family which accompanies every troop. I was of the opinion 
that it was the voice of a female 1 fowler, but the Indians, 
who are very careful observers, said it was not. With their 
black negro-like faces, and long red beards covering the bony 
howling apparatus below their throats, they are curious 
looking creatures.'’ 

Some .specimen-, of the lied 1 fowler which were brought to 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


42 .°. 


England, exhibited the peculiar structure of the throat most 
admirably. NY hen the monkey opens its mouth, the de- 
velopment of the ‘ hyoid ’ bone is easily seen. It forms a 
kind of bony drum communicating with the wind-pipe, and 
enabling the animal to emit those horrid yells which have 
earned for it the popular name of Howler. 

The reader is here requested to look at the note upon the 
" Nondescript.' 1 



K V u 
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Humming-mud, Aka, or Kakauimi ri {Tojni~.ii /nViO, some- 
times called the Crimson Topaz. — This is one of two hum- 
ming-birds which are distinguishable by the length of two 
tail-feathers, which are supposed to resemble the elongited 
tails of the aras or macaws. The other species is the liery 
topaz i Tojinut jo/rn), so called because the general colour of 
the bird is darning scarlet instead of the rich crimson which 
distinguishes the Karabimiti. 

1 he food of the hummingbird-' va.- long a matter of 
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uncertainty. but 1ms been definitively settled by Waterton 
and other practical naturalists who came after him. 

Xeither the monkey nor the humming bird, on account of 
the formation of the feet in this, and of the hands in that, 
can labour on the ground for their food. Yet, when they are 
in the right region to acquire it. there is a visible difierence 
in their mode of proceeding'. Thus, the monkey sits on tire 
branch, and in that position supplies its wants with what 
the tree produces. Hut th* humming-bird must be on the 
wing whilst it extract' food from the flowers, and never can 
it possibly he seen to take nourishment whilst perching on 
a twig. 

“• This rule is absolute for the humming-bird. 

‘■The vault of heaven offers a large supply of food to these 
birds. It is interesting to see how they satisfies the call of 
hunger, by invading the columns of insects which frequent 
the' circumambient atmosphere. Darting from the shade with 
the rapidity of a meteor, the humming-bird stops shoit at the 
column and then, apparently motionless, it regales itself, and 
then departs as swiftly as it had approached. 

"Authors aie divided as to the exact kind of food which 
humming-birds requite. In all the species which I have in- 
spected (and I have inspected not a few > I have found insects, 
or fragments of insects in the (esophagus : and occasionally, 
by applying my tongue to the contents of the stomach, I have 
experienced a sweet taste, as though of sugar and water. Still, 
were I as'.ed if I considered that the neclar in flowers consti- 
tuted the principal food of humming-birds. I should answer 
in the negative Insects fonn their piineipal food. The 
robust frames of these biids seem to leqtiiie something more 
solid to support life than the nectan oils dew abstracted from 
(lowers . and I dr n t exactly see, if these birds do plincipially 
exist on this kind of nutriment, how it is that they continue 
to keepi it pure in their own hot stomachs; and then, by a 
process unknown to us convey it to the stomachs of their 
gaping little ones. ’ 
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Waterton was, as usual, perfectly right in his surmises. 
Several experiments have heen made since he was in Guiana, 
and they have proved the soundness of his reasoning. 

Air. Webber succeeded in taming a ruby-throated hum- 
ming-bird, which would come from any part of the room, and 
eagerly drink sugar and water and honey from a china-cup, 
perching on the brim, and thrusting its long beak into the 
sweet mixture as far as the very base. 

The same naturalist afterwards reared a pair of ruby- 
throats, which weie so completely domesticated th.it, 
although they went away with their comrades at the usual 
time of migration, they returned to the house in the follow- 
ing season and brought their mates with them, so that in 
time there was quite a family of humming-biids pertdied 
upon the cups and drinking. 

He found, however, that they required other food besides 
nectar, and discovered that they weie in the habit of poising 
themselves before spider-webs, and chlie.itely picking out the 
spader from the centre of its wi b. Hr. Go-se. u lm tamed 
several bumming birds during his stay in Jamaica, found that 
they required injects as well as syiupi. and were especially 
fond of small ant', that used to ciawl into the syrup, and 
nearly cover its surface with their bodies. 

I may here mention that llimiti is the native name for 
Humming-birds in general. Thus Iv'Ara llimiti is 1 The Ara 
Humming-bird,’ as .-dated by Waterton. 

I. 


IniDounor. — I can only End one Jay which in the least 
agrees with Wateiton’s description . it i' < 'yo/a./ ar/oe iriulntii.t. 
Hut it is a Xoith Amerii an bird, and could not live in 
Guiana. 

Ii.rAXA — .s'/c Guana." 

Tmua Tlrnnri! Trrr (I'o'ii %- ihia'ii'u i.~ Sometimes called 
the ( 'aout cholic Tree. 
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Jabikv (Myctcria Americana ). — The Jabirus, of which there 
are several species, are closely related to the well-known 
adjutant birds of India, and belong to the family of storks. 
Large as aie several of the storks, the Jabirus are still larger, 
and come nest to the ostriches in point of size. They may be 
easily distinguished from other storks by the shape of their 
very large beaks, which turn slightly upward at the point. 

One species inhabits Australia, and from the account of 
I)r. Bennett, who kept one in confinement for a long time, it 
almost exactly resembles the South American species, especi- 
ally in its extreme wariness. It is so cautious that even the 
native.-, find great difficulty in procuring a specimen. 

The bird became very tame, and was allowed to wander 
about the house and yard. It made friends with the cook, 
and when hungry, Used to search for her. It never tried to 
.steal the meat, but waited patiently until it was cut up. Dr 
Bennett mentions that it would catch ilies on the wing, and 
that he has seen it, while squatting on the ground, with its 



long legs doubled up beneath its body, dart its 
bill into the ground, and drag out the larva: of 
insects, mostly those of the great cicada. 

On account of the black, bare head, the Dutch 
of Surinam call it negro-cope, or black-head. 

Both illustrations here given were sketched in 
the Zoological Guldens from the same bird, in 
order to show how completely the attitude alters 
the aspect. The first shows it as it was viewed 
from behind. Thu b id was then standing 
quietly, resting the whole weight of its body on 


one leg. and having the other slightly raised. 
Its attention was roused by my movements as 


I 'bitted about to procure a favourable view, and it kept a 
watchful e\o upon me the while 
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The second view w;\s taken from the front, when the Jabiru 
was enjoying itself in the sun. While thus employed, it 
kept up a continual shivering movement of the feathers, just 
as has been related of the ibis. In its native state it is to be 
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found on the banks of lakes, marshes, and rivers, and feeds 
upon the aquatic reptiles, fish, tVe., which it finds in such 
localities. 

Every traveller in Guiana is sure to see this splendid bird, 
and Air. C. B. Brown often met with it. lie gives the 
following description of the nestling : — 

I was greatly amused with the appearance of two young 
but fully fledged Jabirus, which stood on their large, flat nest, 
composed of sticks entwined together, on the branch of a 
large isolated tree, growing on the river’s bank. They looked 
like two shipwrecked mariners on a rock in mid-ocean, 
waiting to be delivered from their lonely watch by a passing 
ship. They stood there as if scanning the horizon, apparently 
deep in thought, shifting their position now and then from 
one leg to the other, or taking a solemn or stately stroll 
round the confines of their nest. Thus we left them, to await 
the time when their powers of flight would be sufficiently 
developed to enable them to go forth into the world and 
forage for themselves. They were fully feathered with a 
grey plumage, which on moulting would change to puin 
white.” 

The -nine author mention-, on another page, the habit- of 
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a domesticated .Jabiru. which behaved very much after the 
fashion of tlie bird de-cribed by Hr. Fennett. 

- The people had a tame Jabiru, which stalked about in a 
most deliberate and stately way, as if every step it took was a 
matter of deep deliberation. In spite of its sage looks there 
was some fun in it, as it seemed to enjoy playing a practical 
joke now and then on the village dogs : for whenever it had 
a chance it -talked stealthily behind one and delivered a well 
directed prod with its pointed beak, full on the dog’s back, 
which caused the doss to fly and the old Jabiru to * smile 
inwardly.’ 

If the Jabiru can tind a tall, pillar like rock, it is sure to 
build its nest on it just as does the stork. 

Schomburgk gives a touch ng account of a Jabiru which had 
bu It its nest on the top of a tall ba-altic pillar named Fieri - 
piapa, about lifty feet in he'glit. One young bird was in the 
nest, and the mother, on seeing the travellers, tiew to its 
help, and stood guard over it. One of Schomburgk’ s men 
saw the biid standing over its young and shot it before he 
could be checked. 

The Jabiru is called by the natives Tararama. Its lle.-h is 
eatable, and is said to resemble beef. 

Jacamaks. — The species here described is the Great Jacamar 

— (.fih't/nt' t’nj'tf }. 

The mode of feeding employed by this bird, and described 
by C. Kingsley in At h>“t. exactly coiroborates Waterton's 
account. He had been startled by seeing a bat fly past 
at mid-day, the shade of the tropical foie.-t being so deep and 
dark. 

‘•'And there is .mother! Ao : as it turns, a blaze of 
metallic azure off the upjer side of the wings proves this one 
to be no bat, but a morpho, a moth as big as a bat. And 
what was that- second large lia-h of golden green, which 
dashed at the moths, and back to yonder branch not ten feet 
off 1 A Jacamar — kingfisher, as they miscall her lime, sitting 
fearless of man, with the n.oth in her long beak. Her throat 
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is snowy white, her under parts a rich brown. Pier breast 
and all her i^iper plumage and long tail, glitter with golden 
green. There is light enough it seems, in the forest.” 

The morpho, by the way, is a butterfly, and not a moth. 
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Jaguar (Lcojm^h'i Oiic). — Waterton did not see much of 
the jaguars (which he sometimes calls tigers), and certainly 
was not afraid of them. Alt - . Brown gives the following 
account of the mode in which the jaguar is successfully 
hunted : — 

“ On returning to the head of the Xew River for provisions, 
we were followed for many miles by a Tiger, for on going 
back we saw its huge tracks in the swampy places on our 

path 

*■ With good hunting-dogs fine Jaguar and Puma hunting 
might be obtained on the banks of this river, where without 
doubt they are exceedingly numerous. 

“• Many of the Indian hunting-dogs, trained for deer or 
tapir will hunt Tigers. When on the track of either of tlm.-e 
animals, should they come across the scent of a Tiger, their 
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eager and confident manner of pressing on after the game is 
immediately changed, and with the hair on their hacks erect 
they become cautious and nervous to a degree, jumping at 
even the snapping of a twig. Abandoning the hunt thev take 
up the Tiger’s track and follow it. But should the huntsman 
call them from it, or not cheer them on with his voice from 
time to time, they exhibit gieat fear, and keeping close to his 
heels cannot be induced to hunt any mote in that district for 
that day. 

“ On the contrary, if allowed to follow the Tiger, they track 
it up with caution, being fully aware of the cunning dodge 
practised by that animal ; which is, when the dog is close at 
hand, to spring to one side and lie in ambush until it passes, 
when with one spring the dog is seized. 

“ Ordinary dogs would fall a prey to this trap, but not the 
self-taught Tiger dogs. Their fine powers of scent warn them 
of their near approach to the quarry, when they advance with 
great caution, never failing to detect the Tiger in time, and 
when once their eye is upon their enemy it has no chance of 
escape. 

“ In its pride of strength, the Jaguar scorns the dogs, and 
with a rush like a hall from a cannon springs madly at one of 
them, feeling sure that it cannot escape It lias reckoned, 
however, without its host, for the dog eludes the spring with 
ease, and with great quickness [lies on the Tiger's dank, giving 
it a severe nip. As the Tiger turns with a growl of pain and 
disappointment, the dog is off to a little distance, yelping 
lustily, and never remaining still an instant, but darting first 
on one side and then on the other. After one or two in- 
effectual charges the Tiger gives it up, and on the approach of 
the hunter springs into the nearest suitable tree, which it 
seldom leaves alive.’’ 

It is to lie wished that Wateiton had secured an uninjured 
specimen of a Jaguar skin, on which he might have exercised 
his unrivalled powers of taxidermy. 

Jr.ui:o. — Hie negroes still retain this term' for their chief 
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deity, which, of course, is a malignant one. They crouch in 
abject terror before Jumb_>. who. according to them, takes 
possession of birds (set’ Goatsucker;, desolate swamps, and so 
forth. 

The really terrible Obeah or Fetish -worship of the negroes 
is connected with Juinbies and Fuppies (the spirits of the 
dead), and the negroes arc absolutely subservient to the 
Obeah men and women, who can put Obeah into anything they 
choose. Even the whites are not fiee fioin the fear of them, 
and with reason, for they have an intimate know ledge of many 
poisons, and will use them oil either black or v kite. Stedman 
mentions several instances of such crimes, and it was nearly 
certain that his faithful Joanna fell a victim to the insidious 
poisons of Obeah. 


K. 

K aradi.miti. — S,.r -‘Humming Bird. Ara.' 1 

Ki:ss(-ki:ssi. — A vast number of parrots are called Kessi- 
kessis, and are very plentiful. They all may be referred to 
the genus Conurug, and between forty or fifty species are 
known. 

They are always to be found among the forests bordering 
on rivers, and are very noisy among the upper branches, the 
more so as they are sociable in their habits. Some species 
make their nests in the hollows of trees, upon the decaying 
wood, and several pairs of birds may be found in the same 
cavity. Others build in trees. Their nests are large, toler- 
ably globular in shape, made of thorny brunches, and have 
the entrance by an aperture at the side. 

The best-known species of kos.si-kes.si parrots i.> known 
scientifically as Cmiunis »Jsl!tinlis, and is one of the most 
plentiful of the parrakcets. It is a very pretty creature, its 
plumage being a mixture of orange, re 1. and green. 

K i No of the Vri.Tt res. — Sk “ Vulture. King." 

Ki ri maxxi Wax. — T his is composed of i he vax of a wild bee 
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{'.'em ''//ini n ml ir,, Li). mixed with a j iitc-li-like substance ob- 
tained from several trees, chiefly the Maain tree. It is pitchy 
black in colour, ami when exposed to lie it, looks almost 
exactly like pitch. It is used for many purposes, and is 
equally useful as a waterproof material or a cement. The 
seams of canoes are always " payed ” with Kurumanni wax. 


Laesabbi {E'ltf'S hmnis'.-ritus ). — As is the case with most 
serpents, the Labarri is a beautiful creature during life, but 
shortly after death the various colours which play over its 
skin begin to fade, and soon perish entiiely. 

Lauda, sometimes spelled Lapu.~— One of the Levies ( Cu-ln - 
(lenyi ji'.icn of which the common Guinea-pig is so familiar an 
example. The name Co-logenys, or Hollow-cheek, is given to 
it on account of it- enormously developed cheek-bones, and 
large ch-vk-pouches. Its flesh is very delicate, being as rich 
in fat as tint of the Aeouri is destitute of it. The mode of 
hunting the Lubb.i is described by Mr. ( J-5. ISrown in his 
work on Gtiiana. 

The flesh of the Lub'oa is considered the most delicate of 
all bush animals, and is therefore much sought after. This 
animal is a rodent about the size of a hare, but with a stouter 
bodv. and more rat like head. It is nocturnal in its habits, 
spending the day in its burrow under tree -roots near tile edges 
of liveis. These sleeping-ch inihers are not very long, and 
hive two entrances. The huntsman rams a thin pole in at one 
end. which startles the occupant, causing it to tly precipitately 
from th" other, like a ball from a cannon, closely followed bv 
tin- doit. 

"The J.abbi. wlien close pres .ed. taken to the water, and 
while swimming is limited down by the Indian sportsman in 
his wood skin. Sometimes the animal ese.tpi s by diving, and 
bid.ng amongst fallen brushwood on the riler’s edge, but more 
frequently falls a \ictim to the nirnw of tie Indian. " 
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Its colour is d. irk brown, with four rows of white spots mi 
each side. The far is considered useless. 

Lltiiox (Cifru'i Jimnanui .) — This tree belongs to the -umo 
genus us the orange. and there are nearly as many varieties of 
Lemons as thei'e are of oranges. 

Letter-wood ( Jiroiinnini ttnUetii). — The wood of this small 
tree is intensely iiard and very heavy. It derives its popular 
name from the colour of the wood, which is deep brown 
scribbled over with reddish marks looking something like 
Persian or Arabic letters. In consequence of its weight and 
hardness it is much Used for the '■ sliimara sherie” of the 
long fish and hog arrows. q. r. 

In this tree, only the heart-wood produces the beautiful 
markings, and in a tree of twenty inches in diameter the 
heart -wood measures barely seven inches. It runs to about 
eighty feet in height, ancl is rather scarce. The natives call it 
by the name of J’nrn-knrn. or P.iira. It may he here men- 
tioned that the native name for all heart-wood is Taeouba. 

Loitst-Thee (Ili/iiitnii a rourbtii'il ). — For it' use in canoe 
making Pcrpi.e -heart. 

The bark of this tree has but one defect. It is rarely more 
than a quarter of an inch in thickness, and so is easily bent 
to the required form. But it is heavier than water, so that if 
the canoe be upset, it immediately sinks, and cannot be raised 
without difficulty. 

It is from the Locust-tree that the gum animi of commerce 
is obtained. Very often, when the tree is dead and doeaved, 
enormous quantities of the gum may he found on the spot 
which it had occupied. The wood makes excellent furniture, 
being iiard. heavy, brown streaked with veins. , uni taking a 
fine polish. The tree is also known In- the names of Simiri 
and K’wanarri. 
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XI a am. See *• Tinamou. - ’ 

XIahogaxy (S/rietoniii. mnhayoiti.) — The tree which furnishes 
the well-known mahoganv wood is a very line one. some speci- 
mens bein" nearly a hundred feet in height. It belongs to the 
group of C’edracea?. The timber is esp cially valuable, because, 
no matter how large or long it may be. it is al uost invariably 
sound throughout, and fioe from 'shakes.’ A single log has 
been sold for a thousand pounds. Its uses were discovered 
by Sir W. Raleigh. 

Rosewood, which comes from the same country is a Xlimosa, 
se Viral species of which furnish the wood. It derives its 
name from the rose-like smell of the freshly-cut timber. 

XIanakixs. — These are neatly all small birds, the Cock of 
the Rock, i/.r., being the largest of them. In England, we 
have an example of the Manikins, namely, the well-known 
"Waxen Chatterer {Ampdi - ? yarruhi), so celebrated for the wax- 
like appendages to several of the feathers. All the manakins 
are comprised in the group of Piprime. 

XI a r 1 BUNT a. — This is merely a Portuguese word signifying a 
Wasp, and is applied to all wa-ps indiscriminately. 

XlAimriu -There are several species of Xlaroudis, those 
which are best known bi ing the common maroudi (PeneJo/ip 
rrictntn), and the white headed maroudi I J'l.nelojir jiijii/r). Of 
these birds. XIr. C. B. Brown writes as follows : — 

The white-headed maroudi makes an extraordinary rattling 
noise with its wings in early morning and late in the evening, 
evidently amusing itself, or following a custom of its kind, for 
when it likes, it can tlv noiselessly enough. 

“ 1 examined their wings, and found that the males have four 
curiously shaped feathers at the tip of the wing, with which 
they make this noise. The end portion of these feathers is 
stiff, with very short pennules. The white-headed females 
have only th'.ee of tlc-e feathers in « ach wing, winch are not 
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so intensely modified as in the male . while the male of the 
common kind has only two of those feathers in each wing, 
which are modified in a le-s degree than those in the females 
of the white headed Miecie-i ’ 
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I f the reader will refer to the note on l\'e ay-man. he will -ee 
that the Maroudi is thought to he a bird of good spiritual 
influence. 

All a 'o-Mi.n ■■ i 1’jIKl. { f ' ill / />'! t V m .s.i 

Monkey, T’rown (f'thnn AfAht). T ’ i t i s ninnkev is well 
known in England, and is very intelligent. Some years ago 
there was one in the Zoological Hardens who had been taught 
to crack nuts with a stone, if lie found them too hard for his 
teeth. He taught a companion the sun e art. and it was most 
ab-iml to see the two sitting side by side, and cracking nuts 
alternately. They never seemed to <pntriel about the pos- 
-e'.-ioti of the store, but as -oon a- one had cracked a nut. he 
put down the store and the other tenk it up. They hud worn 
the -tone ijuite smooth b\ i 01 tii.uul u-e 
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Another possessed the rather d tngerous faculty of lighting 
lueifer-matches, and knocking them about with his hands 
while blazing. Nothing pie i-i-d him so much as a Ilaining 
••fu-.ee,' as it blazed more fiercely than an ordinary match, 
and leui lined al.gkt much longer. The sides and back of his 
cage were covered with the marks of the matches which he 
had lighted. 

Other monkeys employ artificial methods of nut -cracking 
as is shown by Mr. C. B. Brown. 

He had found a number of Brazil nuts on the ground en- 
closed in their hard, shelly c uses. My men used to open 
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them by chopping oil' their ends with a cutlass, which, owing 
to their hardness, was no easy operation. The cpiatas, or 
large black spider monkeys, spent a good deal of their time in 
trying to oj en them by beating them against the blanches of 
trees, or mi hard logs upon the ground ; and as we passed a 
grove of Brazil-nut-tiee- it was amusing to hear the hammer- 
ing -minds produced by tlie-e fellows at their self-imposed 
tasks \\ heic a single mmikey was thu- employed the blow- 
were liio-t laughably ‘few and far between,' the creature 
-a" sii a :: - fi'>- in blent character by the slow way in which 
It penoliUed its Weak, le.-ting im' a few* minutes b, tween eVel‘\ 
blow. It also -hows d an amount of perseverance, however, 
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that one would nut look for in a monkey, and a knowledge 
th.it it would eventually reap a reward for its hard labour. 

“Goodness knows how long it takes one of the-e luonkevs 
to break a nut-case : but the time must be great, for on one 
occasion, we got quietly amongst a lot of the nut breakers, 
and secured a nut-ease which one in its hiurv had left upon a 
log. and which was worn smooth bv the friction of the mon- 
key’s hands. Thi- had evidently been pounded for a length of 
time, but showed no signs of cracking. Its natural aperture 
was large enough to allow the monkey’s finger to touch the 
ends of the nuts inside, which were picked and worn by its 
nails. Is ear the same place we saw a nut-case split in two, 
on the flat surface of a large granite rock, that had evidently 
been bioken by a monkey, for there were no Brazil nut trees 
from which it could have fallen, ovei hanging the spot.” 

There are several species belonging to the genus Ck 1 "' n and 
they are called by the general name of Capucins. 

AIunkuys axd Missu.us — Wutorton. as will here be seen, 
entirely denies tli.it any monkey can u-o a missile, and recurs 
to the subject in urn- of his essays. In this aiticle lie oilers to 
accompany any one to any collection of monkeys, and to supply 
the animals with stones, tile-, lead, pewter-pots and sawdust, 
all of which articles he has been told had been Used as missiles 
against human beings by monkeys, lie oilers, in his own 
amusingly trenchant style, to give the monkey's every oppor- 
tunity of hurling these objects at bim, and that if one of 
them does so, be will admit that the knowledge which he had 
acquired “ during a long sojourn in the forests of Guiana (the 
native haunts of monkeys; is rotten, and not woitli one single 
farthing.” 

There can be no doubt that Water ton is perfectly right in 
denying that a monkey ether would or could, throw stones or 
any missiles l>y way ot defence. Most monkeys can catch a 
missile, and many are adroit enough to catch flies on the wing. 
But, although they' call catch, they cannot throw. Mill, they 
may be able to drop brandies, Ac. from the tops of trees, not 
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because the brandies are dead and biittle. and have been 
accidentally broken by the passage of the monkeys among 
them, but with the deliberate intention of driving away a 
supposed foe. 

Waterton never saw such a feat performed, and he is right 
to say so. But there are other travellers quite as worthy of 
credence as Wateiton, who definitely state that they have been 
eye-witnesses to .such a proceeding. Xo one, I would presume, 
would impugn a direct assertion of Mr. Alfred L. Wallace. 
Vet in his well known work on the Malay Archipelago, among 
the islands of which he was continually travelling for moie 
than seven year-, he has the following observations 

'“I afterwards shot two adult females and two young ones 
of different ages, all of which I preserved. 

"One of the females, with several young ones, was feeding 
on a Durian tree with unrij e fruit; and as soon as she saw 
us she begin breaking oil branches, and the great spiny 
branches with every appearance of rage, causing such a shower 
of missiles as effectually kept u> from appi caching too near 
the tree. 

“ This habit of throwing down branches w hen irritated has 
been doubted, but I have, as here narrated, observed it my- 
self on at least tlnee separate occasions. It was, however, 
always the female Mias who behaved in this way. and it may- 
be that the male, trusting more to his great stiength and his 
powerful canine teeth, is not afraid of any other animal, and 
does not want to drive them away, while the parental instinct 
of tli<* female leads her to adopt this mode of defending her- 
self and her young ones ” 

Perhaps it may be said licit Wallace travelled in the Malay 
Archipelago, and viote of i lie orang outaii, w hile Waterton 
travelled in (duiana. and wio'e of the < 'oaita which inhabits 
that Country. Mill. Ids sweeping a--eition included all 
iiieinbcis of tie* monkey race, and m- ivover. a traveller and 
naturalist, who spent much time in Guiana, writes as follows 
of the I iaiti, or Ouata 
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“ When engaged in the forest, cutting our portage, we were 
frequently visited by bands of large C'oiata monkevs, which were 
very numerous on the banks of the upper part of this river 
(the Essequibo). They were the black bodied, red faced kind 
of large spider monkey, and uttered a sort of barking grunt. 
Their cry, when calling to each other, has a wailing sound, 
and is very loud. 

“On seeing us, they used frequent^’ to hurl down large 
dead branches, some of which came rather too close to our 
heads at times to be comfortable. The manner in which 
they performed this was singular : they held on by tail and 
hind-feet to a live bough in a tree top, alongside of a dead 
one, and pushing with their hands with all their force against 
the latter, generally succeeding in breaking it off, when down 
it came.” ( 0 . B. Brown, ('uumi awl IJawp Lij\ In ( / altimi.) 

Mr. Brown s statement appears to be too definite to be re- 
jected as unworthy of belief. Putting it by the side of the 
observations made independently in t Lie Malay Areliij elago. 
it seems to prove beyond doubt, that monkeys can intention- 
ally drop missiles in order to annoy intruder', though they 
cannot throw them. 

Moha (Morn trr,Un). — One of the many giants of the 
vegetable kingdom which are found in Guiana, sometimes 
attaining a height of two hundred feet. 

Air. (A B. Brown gives the following description of this fine 
tree — 

"The band of Alora-tiees lining both banks of the Esse- 
quibo continued along it as tar up as we went, but did not 
grow on the hanks of the Eupiiiiuni up to Piraia landing. The 
Alora grows only on a moist soil along the borders of the river, 
fonniug a band oil both sides of v.u \ mg width, according to the 
breadth of the band of llooded countrv daring the rainv sea- 
son. In places it is often not more than ]uo y.uds in width. 
Ip many small side streams the Mora lias marched to their 
sources, while along others it his n ..t attempted to spread. 
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Bv their solid-looking tops, composed of massive dark green 
leaves, and their great height, they attract attention and 
excite admiration; and when portions of their tops are 
sprouting new leaves, which aie of a light liver colour at first, 
turning red, and then green, a forest of them presents many 
varied tints. Each branch throws out shoots and gets new 
leaves at all times of the year, independent of other poitions 
of the same tree. ’ 

The seeds of the Mora are rather pink inside, and used by 
the natives as food, being boiled, grated, and then mixed with 
cassava meal, giving it a brown colour, but a pleasant and 
sweetish taste. Three varieties of this tree tire recognised, 
namely, the Bed Mora, AYhite Mora, and Mora Bucquiu. The 
timber is excellent for ship building, and is one of the eight 
first class woods at Lloyd’s. 

Mosorii'u iCi'/f' fipi-.it !*). — Several species of Gnats are 
called by the name of Mosquito, which signifies a little tly. 
Tliev are found all over the world, and infest hot and cold 
countries equally, though their bite seems to be fiercer in 
the former than in the latter. 

Even in England the Mosquito can be more than unpleasant. 
1 have had my right hand laid up for a long time by the bite 
of a single Mosquito just at the ba-e of the thumb. The 
insert settled on my hand in broad daj light, and I killed it 
as soon as I felt the prick of its beak : but the mischief was 
done, and I had to carry my arm in a sling and have the 
hand eoveicd with ice for several days As to the Land, it 
looked moie like a discoloured boxing-glove than a hand. 

it i' only the female Mo-quito which bites, the male being 
pel feet! V harmless. 

lie Te is a larger and longer legged species of Mnsiputo in 
l bn, ilia. its sea mire n.mie is f'/cku' yez/fca/^/vk, and it is 
popularly known as ( billy-nipper 

All sK 1 Mail {I'aii'imi /itihi ) - -Popularly, hut wrongly 
called the Mn~ r-ovy Duck. 
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Xamiaoia. — S ometimes called Xegroeope, t.>\ Black-head 
(Tantahji Infuhitu?), a species of Ibis. The Jabiru. q. c., is 
also called Xegroeope. 

Air. C. B. Brown's observations on this bird agree exactly 
with Waterton’s passing description. He mentions that 
“they are white, with black wings, and are frequently son 
soaring high in the heavens in circles, mounting higher and 
higher till they appear like mere specks.” The head and 
neck have no feathers, and are covered with a black, wrinkled 
skin. 

Nondescript. — T ins wonderful specimen of Wuterton’s 
skill in taxidermy is formed from the lead and shoulders of 
the Red Howler monkey, q. c. In manipulating it, Wateitou 
has so modelled the skin that he law discharged from the face 
every ve>tige of the original featuies, and has substituted 
those of a man, grotesque enough, but still human. As bare 
skin always becomes black when drv. the contrast of the 
black face with the tiery red hair lias a very stiiking eiLVct 
and adds to the resemblance. 

In his witty review of the Wanderings, to which reference 
has already been made, Sydney Smith says of the frontispiece, 
which represents the Xondescript, •• Upon stulling animals we 
have a word to say. Air. Wateiton has placed at the head of 
his book the picture of what he is pleased t<> consider a non- 
descript species of monkey. In this exhibition our author is 
surely abusing his stalling talents, and laughing at the public. 
It is clearly the head of a Ahister in ( hancerr — whom we 
have often seen hacking in the House of ( 'ommons after lie 
h is delivered his message. It is foolish thus to tiil'e with 
science and natural history." 

The principal ditliculty in preparing this grotesque head 
lav in the change of the facial angle from that of the monkey 
to that of the man. This i.ndd not have been done if tin- 
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skull, or any part of it, bad been allowed to remain, and the 
really wonderful feat could only be performed by XVaterton’s 
system of removing the whole of the bones, and paring down 
all the bare skin until it was not thicker than ordinary writing- 
paper. 

The drawing of the head, however, scarcely does justice to 
the original, for Waterton made the nose much more aquiline 
and thinner than is shown in the engraving, which also 
makes the face look as if it were hairy, whereas it is abso- 
lutely bare. If any vi-itor to I'shaw College can manage to 
obtain a profile view of the Nondescript, he will be greatly 
struck with the ingenuity which lias changed the flattened 
nose of the monkey into the aquiline nose of a human being. 

Many persons indeed, on seeing the Nondescript, really 
thought that it was human, and said that Wuteiton ought not 
to have been allowed to kill natives in order to show his skill 
in pieserving their skins 

Ni tmk; {.Ui/rlitii-i — Mace is the scarlet envelope 

which surrounds the seed. It becomes reddish-yellow when 
dry. 


( ) 

OJLor. sometimes written Oolu. — The tree is a large one, 
running to eighty or ninety feet in height, and found in loose 
sandy sod on tile I'Nsoquibo. It produees scented gum much 
like that of the hay.iwali. and seems to be also a species of 
Tie is n commended fur wardrobe^. entomological 

cabinet'., and the Ido*. 

Op.'WM (CV/u/’fE/u v>‘ } — Sometime^, on account of 

it- pnd.itui v li ihit" and its M*ini-a<piatk* life, it m called 
the l.)eim*iMiu Otter. IhiUon al-o tonus it an otter. 

It i-> really a curious hctiig. and ha-> greatly puzzled svste- 
iii.it n* natural. "I". M()>t of tin 1 opo-wim trih** inhahit trees, 

hut the Yap*»ck p.t— C" the ater p.nt of its time in the 
-nid i- no-id found tar from rl\cm The f< et aic 
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webbed. the cheeks are furnished with large pouches, and the 
fore-feet look exaetlv as if they had six tries instead of 
five. 

It is rather prettily marked, the giotind colour being grey, 
on which are hold black marks. In the young, the grey is 
1 ghter and the black darker than in the adult animal. 



Okaxui: (Ct/i'i's <t n rn n! / n i/i). — Those w ho have travelled m 
the V> est Indies say that the Orange cannot be appreciated 
unless eaten off thetiie. and that the best hina ” Orange 
of our shops is hut laid brown sugar and water to the Orange 
when fresh. The only drawback is. that the aromatic oil of 
the ] eel is so powerful t!ut the lips are blistned. unless 
eveiy paiticle of peel be removed. 

Otter {Phroiinm. Panlniclni '. — The following account of 
this animal is given by Mr. 0. lb llnuui : 

•• We frequently came up with parties of Otters, composed 
of from tire to eight individuals, which tri' d t i dispute the 
passage of the liver wall us Tl.i y used to approach the 
canoes, and all popping their ln-ads out of water tor other, 
would 'Hurt and snarl as if trying to intimidate is. Seeing 
that our advance was mu to lie cheeked, they took long dives 
away, and quickly disap] ean d beyond a ln-nd in the liver, to 
lie seen no lllole 1 heg Wile ot a brown 1 '!) (i.h'Ul. with a 
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patch nf white mider the throat. I could not io^i.-t the temp- 
tation of having a shot at one occasionally, hut never eotihl 
tell whether it took effect, for, ui they always dis ippe.nvd 
beneath the sill face at the instant of the repoit. it was ililii- 
cult to say whether they had di\ e 1 at the flash or wele killed 
and sunk to the bottom.” 

The length of one which was shot bv Air llrown was live 
feet four inches, nearly two feet luoie than the average 
length of our English otter. The burrow's seem to liave two 
entrances, one opening into the river and the other leading to 
the bank. 

Ol It Alt ( Ai-'-H'h, infill Si htini-’ii f'il, n ). — A\ utel'toll did not 
know the reed called Ourah, neither did the Alaeoushies, 
who were in the habit of purchasing it. It is a very local 
plant, and according to rschoinlnirgk. is only to lie found on a 
sandstone ridge of the Upper Orinoco ltiver. In some respects 
it resembles t lie bamboo, and. like that plant, grows in thick 
clusters, with long slender blanches that wave in the wind 
like magnified tufts of grass. 

Nowhere is the stem more than h ilf an inch in diameter, 
and the first joint, which is Used for the blow-gun, is fifteen 
or sixteen feet in length, without a single knot, hollow, and 
polished within. Though its walls are very thin, they aie 
of great strength, owing to the tubular form of the reed, and 
are thus aide to uphold the slender branches, which sometimes 
reach fuity feet in length. 


P 

P -it' 1 1 1" (J [ jiltb’t jmcii ). — How this ti'h is taken by means 
of poisoning the water is described under " Wol inr.i. ’ 
Poison, however, is not absolutely necessary, for the Paeons 
have a fashion of coming to the surface of the W'at€*r, 
showing their heads and parts of their hacks, and then dis- 
appearing. A\ aterton Used to shoot pike in the same manner 
as they Came to bask on the surface of the water, after tie- 
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custom of their kind. The ilesh of the Pacou affords excellent 
food. 

Padple. — The Paddles are really curious objects They are 
made from the wood of the Paddle tree ClspcA,sy« mm-it 
sunt), a most strange looking tree. It runs to a considerable 
height, and the outline of the trunk is most remarkable. 

The reader will remember tint the Ce'ba (see p. odd) has 
the lower part of the trunk modified into buttresses, but 
the Paddle-tree seem' to be all buttress, and bears a curious 
] e-semblauce to the clustered pillars found in some of our old 
cathedrals. Indeed, the section of the tree looks very much 
like a piece of one of those intricate puzzle-maps and pictures 
which used to be found in the toyshops. 

As the wood is soft while fresh, an Indian, when he has to 
make a new paddle, splits oil one of the • • llute-,” as these 
buttresses aie called, trims it carefully into shape, and then 
hands it over to the women, who paint it in divers patterns 
of black and red. 

The Paddle wood tree is called by the natives Yarari or 
Mass, tin. "When dry. the wood is very li.clit, very elastic, very 
hard, and very stiong. The oddly-shaped live averages sixty 
or seventy feet in height, and five feet in diameter. A good 
section of it is in the Technological Museum of tile Crystal 
Palace, 

Pu'i'AH or Pai'aw Tki:i: (I'nr/ni — This tree is 

planted by the natives near all their permanent settlements, 
and is seen in company with the cotton and red pepper. It 
not only furni'hes an edible fruit, hut possesses the singular 
proper! v of making tough ne at ti ndev when rubbed with the 
acrid juice of the unripe fruit, or even with the leaf. In fact, 
U' Tom Cringle says, it can convert a piece of hull’s hide into 
a tender beef-steak. 

Paint. F,n>. used by Natives —The natives are fond of 
di-eoratbiu their bodies with paints during feasting times. Red 
and bl.ick are the two chief colours. lied isobtaim d from the 
si eds of the Arm 't to plant ( fJi "i ms i. and the bin k from 
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the juice of the fruit of the Lana tree iKinlju J/ae/vcu/i" b 
The F.ixa is the plant tint furni-hcs the anu.ito live, "'ith 
which we colour our cheeses. The natives call the paint b\ 
the name of Ruou. 



Parima, Lake. — Ever since the time of the great adven- 
turer, E deign, there bus been great discussion as to the 
Lake Parima anti El Dorado, or the Golden City. Some 
creogr.tphers have denied the exigence of either lake or 
city, wide other- hive been -<> cert tin a-, to the former, that 
a map in my jr>— e—’on pi tee- ,t about forty ta les north-ea-t 
of Fort St. Joachim, m the loop of the T.icatu River, 
between I, at. 4 and ~> N. 

Waterton could find no trace- of ,t, and the inhab.tant- of 
Port Sr Jo.mh'in hid not been more -ntvc—ftd. Schomburgk. 
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who went much by the tracks of Waterton, reached the very 
spot, and found that Waterton’ s cautious suggestion was more 
than correct. He has given a beautiful drawing of the spot, 
which would have been the eentie of the lake, had it exi-tt-d, 
but on which was a small settlement of native huts. Of the 
lake he writes as follows : — 

“ The vast savannah' upon which St. Pirara is situated, aie 
encompassed by the Pacaraima mountains to the north, the 
Oanoku and Carawaimi mountains to the south, the thick 
forests of the Essequibo and isolated mountains, to the east, 
and the mountains of the Mccajahi, and branches of the Sierra 
Parima to the west : and, according to a superficial computa- 
tion, cover a 'pace of fourteen thousand four hundred square 
miles. The geological structure of this region leaves but little 
doubt that it was once the bed of an inland lake, which, by 
one of those catastrophes of which even later times give us 
examples, broke its barriers and forced a path for its waters 
to the Atlantic. May we not connect with this inland sea 
that fable of El Dorado and Lake Parima 1 ’’ 

Thus Schombuigk has proved that Waterton’s conjecture 
was coirect. and that we may era-e El Dorado and Lake 
Parima from our maps and memories. 

Parrot, Si x. or Hia-hia (Dn-nfi/j im c„r<„ mtn.c).- -It derives 
its popular and appropriate name from the way in which 
the feathers of its neck can he 'plead into a sort of flaming 
glory round its head. 'There is a splendid specimen in 
Waterton’s museum. 

Pataca. — There seems to be no possibility of identifying 
this bird. Mo description is given, and its name is nnlv once 
casually mentioned. As it is named in connection with the 
mnroudi, it may belong to the same gioup of binds. A , e 
" XFnroudi.” 

Peccary. sometimes called Wild Hog ( /)/,■„/. /• ,<t tnjnrv), 
— This is not a large an'iiial. weighing only -lime titty or 
sixty pounds, but it is greatly dreaded, not onlv bv the 
natives, but by Europeans The tn-ks of the bourn arc s„ 



US EXPLANATORY INDEX. 

small that they can scarcely be seen beyond the lips, but they 
are terriblv -li irp, cut like lancet-, and can be wielded with 
singular swiftiics- and force 

Aloreover, the Peccaries, until they have learned re-pect for 
man from long experience, ,-eem to be entirely without the 
-en-e of fear, and to be in the habit of taking offence at the 
least sound, and charging at the spot. There is scarcely a 
hunter who has not been forced to climb into the branches of 



trees m order to e-cape a herd of Peccaries, and even when 
they have driven him -nto the tree, they will sit round it, 
gna.-hing their tusk- in anger The sound of the clashing 
tu-ks is well known to hunter-, and warns them to prepare 
for a charge. 

The jaguar preys upon them, but is afraid of them. They 
always go in herds, and if one be attacked, the rest are sure 
to come to the rescue. So. the jaguar silently follows the 
herd, strikes down a straggling Peccary and makes for the 
nearest tree. There it remains until the Peccaries are tired 
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of waiting for it. anil it then de-eeuls the tree, ll ni-lie - the 
Peccnrv, and then follows the herd m s'-arcii of another. In 
st met' have been however known w, ere the jaguar hi- not 
had time to e-cape, and has been cut to niece- by the laneit 
like tusks of the Peccaries. 

Two species are known in Guiana, one the i 'ollured Peccary, 
having a white band over the neck, and the other the White- 
lipped Pep-ary, which lias a white -freak upon the jaws. Path 



species have on the hack a tot id open gland, which lau-t he 
cut out as soon as the animal is killed, as if it were allowed 
to remain, the ilesh would bo uneatable. The White-lipped 
Peccary is larger than it- relative, tiercel’, and more dreaded. 
The natives u-o the white tu-k- for necklace- and other 
ornaments. 

Pei:-ay-.max. — The word is -pelt vaiiou.-ly by ditierent 
travellers, -ome using the word Piaiman. The pronunciation 
however is the same in both ca.-e-. 

The Pee-ay-man. or sorcerer, is a very great man indeed, 
like the medicineman of Xorth America or the prophet of 
South Africa, and lias to endure a curiou-ly similar ordeal of 
bodily torture and exhaustion before he can be admitted to 
the coveted rank. The mode in which he oxorci-e- his art i- 
nairated by Mr. < '. II. Grown. Hr had proema d a guide win 
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was full of wild legends relating to the locality, and would 
insist on telling them. 

*• He turned out to be a famed sorcerer, or Piaiman : and at 
a village called Itabav. where we stopped one night in return- 
ing, be left the house in which we had put up our hammocks, 
telling the interpreter to inform me that his absence for the 
night was unavoidable, owing to his having to go up amongst 
the mountains to roam about for the night, whilst his good 



spirit remained in one of the houses to cure a sick man. 
who had demanded his good otlices. 

" In two minutes after he had left us his powerful voice was 
heard making the most discordant sounds imaginable, chanting, 
howling, coughing, and many other diabolical noises, to these 
were added the shixhin'j sound of an instrument called a shale - 
sink, made of a small round calabash tilled with seeds, and 
placed on a handle, by which it is shaken. 
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All the fiv'S hi the h >use had been put out in anticipate- n 
of his arrival, and the place was pitch dark, so that the illu- 
sion that he was not there in the tie'll might he kept up 
Owing to the noise I did not get a wink of sleep until about 
two o'clock in the morning, and often thought, during the 
night, what a good thing it would have been if his spirit had 
only accompanied his body to the mountains. 

" The house being close to the one I was in. the interpreter 
could hear all he said, and at niv request, but with evident 
reluctance, told me what it was. It seems that he entered the 
hon-e silently, and then commenced the sort of din above 
mentioned, beating with a palm blanch on the floor. He then 
asked in a deep sepulchral voice ah it it wa- that ailed the 
patient, to which the sick man’s wife re-ponded that .some evil 
-pirits or kanaimas had ‘done him bad.' The -orceier tin n 
said, ‘ Well, I ilont know whether 1 can cure him. but 1 will 
do my best.’ 

'• He then called to lus aid the good spirit ol a bird, i.dh d 
the maroudi. the descent of width from the not’ was mad. 
known by the shaking of the palm leaf ra : ~, d up and gradual 1 v 
lowered to the floor. 

“ On the arrival of thi- good spirit, it at iii-t complained of 
hav ng had a long join my. and that it ua- much ln-utcd bv 
the haste it had bee n obbged to make win u -o suddenly sum- 
moned. It made the usual amount of noi-e. interlaided wit li 
whistlings (in imitation of t lie maroudie’s rail . and piomi-i d 
to do its best. When its best, which cmisi.-fr d of discordant 
sounds, had been done, its egress through the roof was made 
known by the shakings of the palm leaf, and a dead -lienee of 
a minute’s duration .succeeded, when the fluttering of the leaf 
announced the arrival of the spirit of an alligator, which 1 
its turn was replaced bv a duraipiaru and -n on. 

Pruii.i..- A native I.a-kct. very light, elastic, and stiong 

Pr.r.tl AV (/'.’■ ,'a'ri'av . - Sevelal IMieans an- 

known, such, for example, as the frigi'e r od, and all •{ 
th.-j,! have t h • uiali r pay "f th- -k n f Hi- i eck ami ;!■ . » 
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miil'ti'Hl Into a p iiwii. which cm be greatly distended. It is 
ehie'lv ns°il for cirrving ji-.li to its young. an 1 being large 
enough, when fully di'tenlel. to lull two gallon-, of water, it 
can ctrry a plentiful supply. 

Keepers of travelling un-nageries are n t!io li 1 1 > 1 1 of exhibit- 
ing the capacity of the pouch by thrusting their bent arms 
into it. Yet wh-n it is not needed for me, it can lnrdly be 
■seen, .so ela-tlc are the membranes of which it i-> composed, 
and the pelican only looks like a bird with a long, straight 
beak. 

As far as can be judged from its behaviour in captivity, it 
is a playful bird, but rather quick tempered. While watching 
the pelicans at tli? Zoological Gardens, I was able to secure a 
few of their characteristic attitudes. 

Fig. 1 represents a bird that hid ju-t been fed, and was 
resting after its dinner. 



Fig is the -aine bird as it appeared at feeding tune, when 
i r win scolding another for eating a tish which it wanted for 
itself. 

Fig. •’> sh-nvs the atthule of a pelic m while sunning itself, 
w'th the pouch slightly expanded. 

Fig. 1- gives the attitttd? tvli n the bird is startled by an 
unexpected noise. 

Fig. o represents the bird in the act of preening the feathers 
of the breast. This attitude gave rise to the fable of the 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


4of> 


pelican feeding its young with its own blood dmwn from its 
breast, the red tip of the beak having a blood-like look against 
the white feathers. 



Fig. 0 shows the bird with the mouth half-open, and Figs. 
T. s. <j are ordinary attitudes. 



The reader will see that the pouch is scaieely shown at all 
in these figures, the whole of which were sketched fioiu the 



living bii ih. The colour of the pelican is white with a delicate 
rosy tinge. 
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iPu r-i- tm-To a* k. i/',. . 

I’l.rrLii-llr.D 1 ,m n n m ' Few plants aie more 
i lut'd both ubro.ul and m Kngl.uul than the Capsicum, 
s r± it-» "iiuill state it is ki. nvn as •• chili." ami i- sometime' 
..itbei til befor. it hi' obtained the red st lie of existence 
ground. . t is sold as Cayenne jepper. the specie' 
mu illy eiujlnsed for this purpose being f hi J, K/mioo 

It grows V..J1 in Idigl.md. if cure be taken of it. and is a 

• • rv pretty and i_itiiui.eut.il plant, especially when the pod' 

• tin limn- briiL.int red hue. 

lb-leu — This fish is quite as much 

dr. eded as the all gator or c.ivman in the rivers, or tilt- 
'll irk in the 't.i J mli • d. its teetli. sharply ponded and 

r i'Or ed^ed. very much lesemble tli >se of the shirk, Its 
vr.iv'ty 'iri!.' to know no bounds It will attack other ii'li. 
'Ueh as the yi.b..cker. Io'aIjw, parainia, ,u- . bite huge p : eces 
out of tied till' and tails liven v. lmu scarcely larger than 
. li. giisb gu Igsun. tin Perak which is 'onietimes called the 
Cl.jol ii'li i f the bhinocj. can make fatal attack' on human 
mgs. it' numbers compensating for its small size 
I'll 1 - following account of it is taken from Mr. C. Ik V.rown’s 
Work to which rtieiehee has already been made : — 

" 1 he Cnreiity nr- and its branches were literally teeming with 
i-'h ol \ anon ' kinds, the greater number being hiimara and 
IVrai The latter were so abundant and ferocious that at 
tunes it was dangerous, when bathing, to go into the water to 
a greater depth than up to one's knees Then then small 
b idles of these hungry dentures would swim in and make a 
da'h dose up to our legs, an l then retreat to a abut distance, 
i h -y actually bt the steeling paddle, as they were drawn 
th ough the water a't'-rn of the boats A t.qrr which 1 shot 
' vim mine across tlm water h id its nose eaten oil by them 
whil't we were towing it to the shore. 

(C :iii eu-ii'iu' tin. linn ii'i-d in c.iteii smia- of them for 
sport. :ind in tak'Ug tin- h-r'k from rhi-ir oiouth' pioduce a 
woui.o froii whah i In !>!, .,1 i .in fre 1- tr u throwing th.-in 
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back into the water in this injuied condition, they were im- 
mediately set upon and devoured by their companions. Even 
as one was being hauled in on the line, its comrades, seeing 
that it was in diflieuhies. attacked it at once. One day, when 
the boat was battled in to some rocks, a few of the men were 
engaged shooting iish near by. and in so doing wounded a 
huge liaimora. 

" Having escaped from its human tormentors, it made tor 
the q eu rivei. but was instantly attacked by Perai attracted 
b\- the blood escaping from its wound and was driven buck to 
tile shelter oi the rocks close to the boat, trolu which I had a 
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good view of tlie chase. The large lisll billowed l>\ its savage 
enemies reminded me of a paialh 1 case oil land — a stricken 
deel pursued by Wolves. 

■•The Pelai. fortunately, lie only off sand-beaches and in 
ipliel pools, not fierptenting the cataracts, vvliele their picsflice 
would lie umtlung but acceptable to the men while working 
ill the Water. I Was fortunate enough to tilid the spawning 
place of SOIUI Petal oil the matted i lusters of llbrotis roots of 
some lianes. which hung from the brunches of a tree into the 
water, amongst width lunch euttliy sediment had collected, 
and many small aquatic plants hail grown. The sediment 
gave vveicht to the roots which kept the clusters under water. 
, n. d the force of the ciirn nt made them buovunt. giving the 
li.iiies a slope win n the r:\e- v..i- high v< Inch It*- j -t i h. :i. i.oi 
i i r bom i r ' -m f e. 
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31 v attt lit lull w attracted to tli-ui by two Perai lying 
cKot to them. with their Leads up stream. as the men said, 
engaged in watching tlie.r eggs. Procuring one of the roots, 

1 examined it. and found amongst it numbeis of single eggs 
<110! cluster' of small, jellv-like young, wlueli had been already 
hatched The eggs weie white, and of about oue-eightli of an 
inch in diameter, with a hard exterior. The young were very 
little larger, and had a glutinous siiif.iee. which earned them 
to adhere together on being taken from the water. They had 
not aequiied any powers of locomotion, but could just wriggle 
their tails like tadpoles. 

Under a lens they ltstinbled the egg devoid of its covering, 
with a gelatinous ridge around three quarters of its circum- 
teicnee. one end of which expanded into a kn >b (probably the 
head 1. while tie other termination was flattened and tail- 
like. 1 could not detect anv e'.cs or mouth in them, but 
their boshes weie speckled with giey markings of colouiing 
matt' r ” 

(Steelman mentions the li'li under the title of Peery. 

The XY.naw palm-dwellers (we JEta) dispose of their dead 
si.uply by dropping the bodies into the lake, wlieie tile lie'll 
is l.ipidly stripped from the bones by the Perai. just as our 
ants can do with flogs, mice-, and small birds. If the deceased 
should happen to be .1 man of impoit.uu e. the body is loweied 
in .1 net. and the skeleton, when quite cleaned, is diawn up, 
dried, painted led. and hung in the hut. 

Pi. nil. 1.. Smimv ( /'w!/uw'./,v,„« This bird is too 

w ell known to need description. 

Piiai.Iov. N, a "Tropic llird.” 

Pi-ri-\o. Nothing is known of the bird, except that its 
erv is shrill, and is tie tight to resemble the syllables forming 
its name 

Pim: Alum: ( 

Piw \i;i: 1. — It i' singular that a di ink pn pared as is Piw.iri 1 
~!iouhl nut only hue In eu invented and drunk at all. but 
ib it it 'howld li.r.e be n employed by nations who could have 
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had no connection with each other. Piwarri (which is also 
spelled Piari or Paiworie) is prepared as follows. 

Cassava bread is chewed, and then placed in a large pot. in 
which is some of the expressed cassava juice alieudy mentioned. 
It is boiled for twelve hours, and then put into jars, whole 
fermentation takes place, and it is ready for Use. It has an 
intoxicating quality of a very feeble cLaiacter, but the natives 
compensate for laek of quality by quantity, and, bv dint of 
drinking successive bowls of the liquid, they do succeed in 
intoxicating themselves. 

When the natives can get brandy, they prefer it to any 
other liquid, because it makes them drunk so soon, but next to 
brandy they like piwarri. 

Not only is it a favourite bet.iage. but it lias a kind of 
sanctity attached to it, and is drunk at their solemn feasts. 
Here we have a most singular le-embl.inee to the ka\a 
drinking of Polynesia The Mexicans prep.ne a tiliuk called 
••mudai" in a similar manner, i \i ept that they employ apples 
instead of vassal a or kava. loose who ha\e bet n obliged to 
drink Piwarri tor reasons of policy say that it rather resembles 
very wt a k table bier. In some of tbe larger 'ettleuieuts, 
they h.ive enormous Piwarri bowls, shaped like canoes, of 
about the same size, and called by the '.une name. 

Pi.AVr.ux iJ/om/ j ’ii-'i'/i'a/' n). 

1’l.oM.Ks. There are many species of Plover in Cuiana. 
The most common are the Black-breasted i < 7’"r<n/r/o> 1 
o/o'sl. the Ping lu ck (('. s< iiiljfii'u o/es ■. and the Saudv 
PI < I \ Cl* (.S// ty >///', lllft/'j’/'* ' }. 

Pola 1 |'Im:. 1'lie sjiceies luentii. lied by aterioli is the Tl ce- 
ll'll Upi lie. or t 'oendoo I f 7 1 1 n r t tin v y /■//,. ,/>./ / s ), w ball like tin.* 
si. tbs. rinds it' nutriment in the trees and not on the ground. 
Jn X t a thorn -Vna laa limn- is an allied e;is, also living m 
tlcos and Called the lU’snu. e.iwqilau. or Canadian polciquiic, 
fiom which lie- " Indians. ’ ;l s they ale called, pr< i are the quills 
with w Inch th. v decorate tic ir d.ii*"is and ot liei .ipulis. pie- 
ce aid v sta'ii'i'c them wall d \ c~ • xl r.u t . d 1 r< m v.uioits l.ei bs. 
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Tiie (Ac -ij. !■'•>, In j w-_ tx i . u.u\ lx- d.stiiiguished by its long 
prehensile t.iil. which can lx- called round the branches like 
that ot' the spider- monkey and tile little ant eater, which lias 
litt.li alieadv described. 

Its fend consists of It avis, flowers. young twigs, and similar 
substances, .uni its rk-sh is said to be delicate and tender. If 
so. it verv much belies the odour which proceeds from its 
! odv. and v huh h thus de'Ciibcd by Charles Kingsley •— 



" .Mere than once we became aware of a keen and dleadftd 
steiit. as ot a concentrated essence of unwashed tropk 
humanity, which proceeded fiom tliit stiangc animal, the 
l’ercupmo witli a jneheiisilo tail who prowls in the tree tops 
ail night, ami sleeps in them all day. spending his idle lionis 
m making this hideous smell l’robably lie or his ancestors 
h m li and it jiiy as a pioteetii.n : for no jaguar or tiger-cat. 
;i is to be pi e'limeil. would caie to meddl'- with anv thing so 
i- a I ii'-tely 11 i sty espi emlly u hen it is all o\ er -hup prickles.” 
to i th tii. it a n\ animal t.tij the 'kmik it-ulf. is 
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prottctt-J bv an evil odour. XVatertuu always tre its it with 
contenijt. In im i-wav on the weasel. he has the following 
remarks : — 

“ Many of the weasel tribe hive the power of emitting a 
very disagreeable odour fimu the posterior part of the body. 
\\ e ale gravely informed in the Am lUiyj/i ]U<*jixijihij <J 
that the bole -cat has this faculty 'givtn him bv nature as a 
defence." And. play, at what old gi.mnys Iheside in the 
I'nlted States has the writer of this puked up such an mi 
po] tant piece of ilifululation ! lluv i"lue' tin- polecat to he 
aware that the emitted contents of a eland (1 use gland in 
the singular number, for the sake of brevity, but the animal 
ini' two gl.tndsi. inotleiisiw to itself, should lie oifensive to all 
its pursuers ( 1 sav, (’/.rn/caso. to itself, becau-o 1 cannot 

believe that eur< lector would condemn an uuotteiiding animal 
to produce its own punishnunt by means of a smell which 
n.-ver leaves t —whether it roam up and down as a solitary 
animal, or whethtr it have a paltrier and a family of young 

ones to pi,,\ ide tor 

"Although th s odour from individual' of the weisel tribe 
i' very ihsti e"'iig to our own nasal Miisihilities.it by m. 
means follows that the scent should hate a s'milar eileet upon 
those of all other animal'. For exaniple. the smell from 
purulent tairion is eeitainly very disagreeable to iis bipeds ; 
still it cannot piove so to the dog for. in lieu of avoiding it. 
this ipiadmped never loses an opportunity of rolling ill it. 
If the polee it has had the fetid gland ‘given him by nature 
as a defence," then must nature have given a sweet one to the 
civet for its desti action ; seeing that, whilst we shun the first 
on account of its iusiijipiji t.ilde stench, we pin sue and kill the 
last in order to obi im it' perfume Now. as b >th these 
animals are of the same family, T einiait help i eiaa l king', with 
Sterne, in the case ef the ‘pool m.-gro gill." th it nature his 
pur one of tli’s tribe si lly ovei the head of the other', if tin 

Noli.ii Al> e,’ i ... 1 1 lll e.v be 'Olilid 

•■Agail ;f i, rule i ■' g', " lb's I.Foi„,l...b!e Slimh t. 
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many of tliy poki.it tribe 'as a defence she has cruelly 
neglected our former invader. tile Hanoverian rat. The pole- 
cat X not much exposed to destruction, us its movements are 
chiefly nocturnal, and. in general. u i- apt to 'iiuu the haunt' 
of mill, lh.it our llaiiowiian. hating a most inord n ite 
appetite for the a'ocd. thing' of this world, is ever on the stir, 
ill the very midst of it' em-mi. '. to 'uti'tv tie- cravings of its 
capacious stomach . and it will cat' r f< r it'i.-lf the I'uur-and- 
tweiity hours throughout. Hence yotir housekeeper complains 
that it will try it~ to'-th r.n piime't >riltou in hroad daylight, 
and that it will have its whi'keis in the cre.tiiihowl. even 
vlnl 't the dairymaid is gone up stall' w.tli butter fur the 
breakfast table. Skill hit darling llanoveraai has nothing 
b'it an > rdinary >• t of teeth w herewith to protect itself, 
although exposed to t..n tiij.es mole danger than the foumart, 
which last has a fend gland raven it by nature ‘as a defence.' 

-in addition. I may add. to vast muscular sticiigth and To 
tun full lows of sharp and well assorted te ill. 

••This being th • cas •. let in lc-jeet the Transatlantic theory 
as a thing of i a. print" : and if we are filled upon for an 
opinion as t > tin- real u-i s of the fetid gland in polecats, h t 
Us frankly own that we hive it not in our power to give any- 
thing satisfactory on th • subject.” 

Pol. now (P'.d, /vi im. I, urn). — Called Tayia by natives. It 
is a,i actice. lively little civ it me. Id u-k. with a white patch 
on the thro it. Colonists are apt to call the opossum hv the 
i il'.l.r It polec.it. X., *• l lpossUm. ! 


r. 

) 1 A 1 », >\V i 

:i iC 

Un >'< I. 

o'/e s 

fnlhttii',). 



p, 

jU’I'E (/Vo . 

' ft’’ L 


-’ill is 

iiiiH 

bird is 

01 Ir* t 'i tilt* C Ill'll'' • 

"1 |\V" 

.. of which 

\ \l V 

«' .uv 

Ss.. S ( 

, al > 


It seelll; 

n to In Ml' 

t <u i* 

4*1 ill. lit* Y. 1 

V w 

,11. a 

‘ill ll -1 

It 

i > < .imI v 

til 1 1 l * ’ t 1 

and will 

take 

its place i, 

L til 

! r Mi 1 

1 TV V 

■ rd. 

•ttempts 

ll i\e !e 

en made 

to a 

!vl iiu.iti/i* i 

it 1 i 

\i* t lit 

■ un-: 


the guinea foul. 

alul the 

pear 

• A "i \ t 

■r. la 

>\\ 1‘Vt 

r. ill'- 

flit* 

rpri'e h 

,ix lnrt \\ 

idi ''in, ill 

Mlo* 

■ 'S, which i 

s th, 

* un >n 

• to ll, 

* IVlT 

lvttvd .i- 

- tin gre. 

it (>126 of 

the 

1.11.1 ll'Ml’lv 

* T 1 ' 

ill log 

that ( 

if t h 

•• tUl'kev 

. au'l the 

• (lelicucv 



EXPLANATORY IXld'.X. 


401 


of it-; llrsh. w-mlil m.ik” it a welcome addition to our 
poultry. 

Within tli? tropics, however, it is a v?ry conunn inhab't mt 
nf tli? jvniltrv v.ml. where its only draw!' ick is, that it 
assumes authoritv over the turkeys and guinea fowls, and 
pecks them to death if they do not obey. In many parts of 



(hiiana tin-re is a belief that if a dog lick' up the ldood of a 
wounded Powise. or mumbles its bleeding feather' as dog' 
love to do. it will go mad. 

Pr nri.it-iiiiART (<. 'oju/i/'i rn — Thi' lao't U'l-tul 

tree derives its name from the purple colour if its wood, 
wh’rll is verv hard, close gra 1 m-d, durable, and tough. 

it is. 3 1 owe \ i r. cliiellv v.Jued tor it' bark, which is Used in 
making canoes. Mr. ( ’. 11. P.mwii giv. ' the following account 
of the manufacture 

•- The balk e.uio. s used by Indians nr- called ■ Wondskiiis ’ 
] i\- the I leoli '. and ,oe made of one ph i e of bark, strippi d 
from a tie.' cad. d tie ■ Purple- -h. art ( < a •m ■ • /•< t ulliiJurn . 
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'Flit* lurk i-f tilt- 1. ic-n-t-tvof ur -imni (//’■■ /•/<"■' '■•■"ilnri / is 
al-ii MiiEa'iiini’- used. This li.uk i' from < iiit ■-( *i irlitli to one- 
fnurtli of an inch in thickness and very heavy, being of 
greater specific gravity than water: -n that in the event of 
the canoe '-hipping water to any extent, it sinks immediately, 
leaving its occupants to tinil tlieir way ashore. 

“They are ticklish things to travel in at fh''t. ami to staml 
up in .-ne. until acipia’iiTed with its freaks is a dangerous 
expeiiment, ending in an undignified exit over one side, the 
canoe shooting away in the opposite direction. 

•• To make i ne of these woodskins. a huge Purple-heart tree 
is cut down, and the hark of the requisite length taken oft, 
A wedge-shaped piece is then cut out of the trough-shaped 
bark, from the top downwards, at a distance of tins e feet or 
so from both < lids on inch side. The ends arc then raised till 
the edges of the cuts meet, when holes are pierced on either 
hand, at a distance of six inclo s from the cut. and muubeis of 
1 1 mm of a strong wit lie or lia ua , called Mam uric passed through 
them and made fast in a neat manner to a small round stick 
pi a ci d ah iig the inside Two strong pieces of wood fasti lied 
across at the splits prevent t hr- sides from closing in. The 
ends ate then trimmed down lewd with rite sides, and a tick- 
lish but service sole little eiaft is turned out. The seats are 
made of em u d pieces of the same bark, and are very low 

'’The whole process of making one of these woodskins, 
including the drying of the hark, occupies a space of three 
wicks In this period must T think, lie included some loss 
of time from laziness on the part of the Indian canoe-builder. 
Woodskins vary in size, but U'Uiillv are from fifteen to twenty- 
five feet in length, and an ordinary sized one will carry 
t hree or four people with their hammocks and provisions.” 

The tiee wlnn full grown, rather exceeds one hundred 
and fifty feet in height, and the Useful hark is smooth, and 
of a dark brown colour. 

1'wo varieties are known by the natives as Koorouhoorelli 
and M.irawinur. o. 
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Q. 

Quail (Orfi/.r rir'/iiunin ). — Tartly migratory. 

Quake. — A basket of oiion work and very elastic and ex 
pansive. The drawing is from my own specimen. 



Qutvf.hs.- Tlie-e are of two kind-., thd on.- for holding tin 

arrows for the blow-gun. and for .ontaining tlv 

poisoned heads of the hog arrows. A very line .specimen of 
one of the former was given to me by Waterton. and is hole 
represented. 

The cover is not of peccary lmt of capybaru 'kin, and has 
the hair inside, so that by giving it a kind of screw wlwn pn: 
on, it remains firmly in its place. 

The later of knrmnaiini wax. with which the .juiver i-, 
wholly covered, is of considerable thickness, si, that if the 
hunter were to allow the quiver to fall into the water, it 
might float for hours without any nioisttue penetrating to the 
interior, and so weakening the wottrali oil the arrows 

The coil of silk-grass, and the s, riper of perai teeth ire 
seen hanging to i lie quiver. When the scraper is used, the 
arrow- point is placed between two of the teetli. which are l!.it 
pointed, and edged like lazirs. 1 hr arrow i- ti en di.,v, e 
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between two ot' the teetli and is thus shaved down to the 
la e lie lik j point wlr'ch is re ^ lirel 

A sin ill basket -h iii. il like a ;1 i-.li. li.it -lightly li.irti n 1. i- 
mcsily e t tried with the quiver. This basket :s u-ed to h >ld 
the wild fnt ton with which the arrows are titled to the bore 
of the blow-gnu. Tints, with an equipment weighing al- 
together little more tit tit three pounds, the native hunter can 
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carry with him a powerful gun and about three or four 
hundred deadly missiles. 

The h'uiver for the heads of lmg arrows is very much 
smaller, and is only a pieco ot bamboo about seven or eight 
inches in length, and having a coyer to guard it from damp. 
Tin- Indian generally ornaments it bv wrapping cotton-strings 
round it in patterns, as is sun in the illustration, which is 
taken from one of lav specimens. 
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Rattlesnake {l~r<>i>5"jJi"s dtirienns ). — This is so familiar 
a reptile, that I shall not occupy valuable space by describing 
it. 

I have already mentioned that when the sloth arrived in 
England. AVaterton was able to point to it as a proof that he 
had been right in his description of that animal Similarly, 
when a box of live Rattlesnakes, twenty-seven in number, 
were exhibited at Leeds, he had an opportunity of proving 
that he was not romancing when lie described his encounters 
with deadly snakes. 

He invited a large party of friends and scientific men to 
meet him at Leeds, whither be had sent a large glass case, so 
that the snakes might be properly stem After cautioning 
the visitors to refrain from moving or speaking, he. with his 
bare hand', transferred the snakes from the box to the glass 
case and back again. 

He explained his mode of handling a \eiiomuus serpent bv 
the following illustration, lie assumed my hand, wrist, and 
arm to be part of a Rattlesnake, the hand being the head, the 
wrist the neck, and the arm part of the body. He then 
approached his hand silently, slowly, and quietly to my 
wrist, which lie by degrees clasped, but did not pleas. He 
next lifted the arm gently from the table on which it was 
resting, and put it down again in the same slow and cautious 
manner. He trusted for his immunity to the sluggish nature 
of the serpents generally, which if di'tuibed. will glide gently 
away, hut if they are trodden upon or hurt, will, in self- 
defence. strike at their assailant 

lie said that alter that lessen. 1 should be as able to carrv 
living Rattlesnake' as he w as. Perhaps so. but T should 
leel rather nervous about trying it 
1 1 i:t * Ilowtm;. S(i "Howler. Red 
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lvLiisrAitr ( SetojJn_t { fit or Jltiacic'iji'i reliti/ln). It lias 
nothing to do with, the English BecUtart. 

Rhinoceros Beetle ( Me-jasoiiia Titan), popularly called the 
Great Biown Sawyer. 

Rocror --,SVr "Paint.'’ 


S. 

Sacawink i. One of the Squirrel Monkeys. 

This tiny monkey, several times mentioned by Waterton, 
is plentiful in Guiana, and is noticed by Schomburgk. 

A troopi of little Sueowinkis, or squirrel monkeys, some 
of the most beautiful and active of tlieir kind, leaped with 
the agility of a tame squirrel from branch to branch, arid. 



\ V\ | N K I . 


alarmed bv our appearance, uttcted their painful call, re- 
sembling much more the civ of a binl than that of an animal, 
and then, hastening away, were soon hidden among the thick 
foliage of the large forest trees.” 

Several species of squirrel-monkev appear to he included in 
the genet, d name of Sakawinki. Stedman figures the Marmoset 
(Jiii-rhns ni/i/aris) under the name of Sakawinki, while 
Watertoii. who mentions it as being black, and scarcely six 
inches in length, evidently refers to the White -whiskered 
Tamarm {Jm-ilnix h'liriu/i hi/#), which exact Iv accords with his 
description and It, is ucroidmgK been filmed 
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Salempenta (Ttius Teyutxiu ). — This fine lizard is some- 
times called the Safeguard, because it is supposed to give 
notice of the approach of the alligator, just as the African 
monitors are believed to warn travellers against the crocodile. 

It is a large animal, stoutly made, and reaching five feet 
or more in length. It is handsomely coloured with black. 
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yellow, green, and white, arranged so variously that hardly 
any two specimens are alike For this reason it is called the 
Variegated Lizard. 

Like the iguana, the Salempenta afiords vert" delicate food, 
which is thought to tesemble the flesh of a very delicate 
young chicken. New comers are at first averse to eating a 
lizard of any description, but they very soon find out their 
mistake, and would even prefer an iguana or Salempenta 
cutlet to a chicken. 

Samouraji. — T he palm which is known by this name is 
called Irenrtia setiyeru, and like the on rah. is of very small 
diameter in proportion to its length. 

S.vxn Fly (^'imu/iit I‘i liintlx). called by the natives Alapire. 
and mostly haunting the sea shore. What the mosquito is by 
night, the Sand Fly is by day. and is a still gr* ater pest. It tlies 
very rapidly, settles, bites, and tills itself with blood almost 
instantaneously, having m thing of the deliberate action of 
the mosquito. The bites afterwards bee mie exceedingly 
painful. 


u II _ 
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Saxore e>> Bley (Pi/ruiija ittlra). — Sometimes called 
tne Sculet Tan.iger. .As i, the case with many brilliant 
Lards, tin- splendid lines of the plumage belong only to the 
adult male, the female having the bodv dull gieen and yellow 
jiiste.id of seat let. and the wings and tail brown instead of 
hi aek. It is about six inches in length. 

Sawaui or Souaei (<.'<< fi/o.-g r tniiuitfuiiiin.) — This is the tree 
which furnishes the well-known butternuts. The nuts grow 
in the interior of large fiuits. tilled with a whitish meal. The 
roots are Used for making floors, and in the futtocka of ships. 
It thrives best on the hills. The natives are so fond of the 
nuts, that the possession of the linest trees is said to be an 
acknowledged c uise of war. When the nut is cracked, the 
kernel is found to he tilled with a white almond-like jelly. 

So. i : let Grosbeak. — So- (Irosb.-ak. Scarlet.'’ 



Si I’.c i ( i /iVe/ioy/e/s/os turn), ,S# , " Tulleails ’’ 

Si u i: \weii. JlIorm.Ij l I’li/iinn ilt ii rttj'n itfu). This tine hiid 
is about as largo as ,i tin key, anil derives its popular name 
t'oin a small hornlike appendage situate upon tile upper 
parrot the lmid. The ohje.-t of this append ige is ahwdntelv 
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unknown. Some zoologists believed it to be employed as a 
weapon, but such an opinion is simply absurd, as no bird 
strikes with any put t of its head except the beak, and even 
if the Screamer did so, the horn would be quite inadequate a 
a weapon of offence. 
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When it wishes to attack any fie, it U'Os the slurp spurs, 
which tire attached to the wings, are very stiong. and about 
an inch in length. 

The natives call it by the name of Kamichi. 

Silk-Grass. — This peculiarly useful fibre is obtained from 
the leaf of one of the Aloe tribe (Ai/tirr i iri/uirn)- 

The fibres inn nearly parallel to each other throne limit the 
whole length of the leaf, and aie extracted by steeping the 
leaves in water until tliev arc quite soft, and then drawing them 
through a loop of cord, so as to clear oft the decayed pulp 
and preserve the flues. These are then dried in the sun and 
tied in bundles. 

The Silk-grass is of incalculable value to the nalives. who 
always have a supply on hand. The strength of tlio tiluc is 
ie ill v wondetful. and though so tine that it seems as if it 
would snap at a touch, it seems more like stt cl wire than a 
vegetable fabric. A coil of it is always attached to the 
quiver. Why it is not largely used in this country 1 cannot 
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imagine. It grows in the greatest abundance, can be easily 
, xt meted from the let!', and i.~ not only strong, but light 





Sd.oabali. This name is sometimes spelt as Ciroubuli, or 
Siruubuli. There are several trees going by this name, all be- 
longing to tlie genus T'j.truu, and therefore allied to the 
wallnba tree. q.r. The wood is excellent for ship building, 
ami 31r. AIoTuik, who collected specimens of Guianan woods 
for the Paris Exhibition of l*?*, says that it is even better 
than gieenheart. q e . and ought to be classed at Llovds among 
the A 1 woods. As the wood is light, and floats well, it is 
much usi d for boat building. 

When fre~hly cut. it lias a strong aromatic scent, and the 
mice is bitter The ship-worm (TnV'/<>) will not touch it. 
and it is there foie Useful for planking boats. 

Si.otk. Tm;r.i: -Toi.n. nr At ( llpi'l ii/iim triilmti/hi »).- 
\\ aterton s ,k count of this animal is si full and accurate 
that little needs to be added. The mark on the back of til*' 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


471 


male is most singular, ami looks exactly as if it had been 
stamped with an oval-shaped iron, very hot along the centre, 
so as to burn away the hair nearly to the skin, and blacken 
it. Then, if the iron be not quite so hot on either part of 
the centre, it would press down the fur and turn it brown. 
Lastly, supposing the iron to be only hot enough towards the 
edges to scorch the fur slightly, we shall produce a fair 
imitation of the mark impressed by nature upon the other- 
wise long, and hay-like fur. 



The central line then is black, and very decidedly marked. 
On either side, the fur is still short, but of a creamy colour, 
and it fades by short bands of brown into the grey hue of 
the fur. 

Stedman says that the animal is popularly called the 
Loggurive or Sheep-Sloth, and that the names Ai. or Heeav, 
are given to it on account of its plaintive crv. The natives 
seemed to be very much afraid of its claws, ami the first 
specimen which was brouaht to him had been deprived of all 
its feet, so as to render it harmless. 

'l’lie illustrations ,>re taken from a -pailful, in Wateimn's 
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mu-eum. and are given in order to show oue of the charac- 
teristic attitude- assumed by the animal, as well as the 
]> i-ition and shape of tlie mark on the back of the male. 



Si.otii, Two-toed i tU'liicti/h'x). — It i- well known 
that Waterton was the original discoverer of the real habits 
of the Sloth, and showed how entirely false were the accounts 
of Button and others. So full is liis description that no 
traveller lias been able to add any import tnt particular- which 
Waterton has not mentioned. 

In Surinam, the popular name for this animal is Dog-Sloth. 
When motionless, it cling- to the branche- in Mich a manner, 
that even if seen, it would be mistaken by mo-t per-< in- 
fer a mere exeiv-cenee on the bark. The specimen which I 
saw in the Zoological Dardens was remarkable for the ex- 
tremely wet state of the muzzle 

Si (/Vt/p/Aa /fucuruil in ). 

SprH-wixc ;. — See “Water lien. Spur-winged.” 

Stauroek. — The reader will hear in mind that the 
country now known a- Briti-h Guiana, was originally 
Dutch Guiana. The capital of Demerara then wa- called 
Stabroek, but -inee Guiana ha- pas-ed into the possession of 
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England, the name of the capital was changed, and it is now 
called Georgetown. 

Sting Ray ( Tnj'jon rnxfiitirra). — Many species of Sting Ray 
are known, and they all belong to the Skate family. They 
are well known by their long whip-like tails, and the sharp, 
doubly barbed bone which proceed- from the base of the tail, 
and becomes a weapon which can be wielded with terrible 
effect. 

As a rule, the Guianan native- are not a warlike race, but 
when war is forced upon them, their weapons are very 
formidable. War arrows, for example, are sometimes headed 
with the bone of the Sting Ray. and are nearly sure to cause 
death, as, when the arrow stiikes the enemy, the force of the 
blow causes its very brittle head to snap asunder, and to 
leave several barbs imbedded in the body. The Polynesian 
warriors probably took the bone of the Sting Ray a- a model 
for their many-barbed spear.-. 

Sugar-tank. — I he principal plant which is used for the 
pioduction of sugar is tic gigantic era-- known a- Sugar-cane 
( S'acc/tii/’iiiHiii It wa- originally brought fiom 

the E. Indies to Southern Europe by the < Tu-udcr-. and so 
made it- way into the colonies. There are many species of 
saccharinum, or sugar-grasses. Some of our own gra-.-es have 
a perceptible saccharine flavour. 

Srx-Binn. — A kind of Heron (/A Jins enri/pi/r/n).- — In Tl.tr- 
badoes it is called Tigri-Fou h>. 

The following account of the bird i- from ('. Kingsley’s At 
Tllrlt : 

These are strange bird- too. < >ne. whom you may see in 
the Zoological Gardens, like a plover w ith a -traight beak and 
bittern's plumage, w hose business it is to walk about the table 
at meal- uttering sad metallic nni-e- and catching ilie-. 

•• Tt- name is Sun Rird. ‘ -un-fowlo.' of the Surinam negroi s. 
according to dear old Stedmnn. • because, when it extend- it- 
w ing-, which il often does, there appear- on the inteiior part 
of each w ing a 1110-t beautiful representation of a -un. This 
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tiird,’ lie continues very truly, • might be staled the perpetual 
motion, its body making a continual movement, and its tail 
keeping time like the i enduluin of a cluck.’ ’’ 

Stedman also call- it bv the name of Flycatcher, one of 
the many instances of misleading nomenclature which are to 
be found in book', of travel. The colour of the sun-bird is 
reddish, spotted with black, and there is a round black spot 
on the small head The beak and lees aie green. 


TAM.ARA. — Mis spelling for Tanager. — Vet " Sangre do 
Huey.” 

Tapir iTnjiros ter rest rig ). — The Tapiis form one of the 
links connecting the elephants with the swine, and the 
only two species a\ litcli stuvive. one in Tropical America, and 
the other in Malacca and Sumatra, really look a> if they were 
extinct pachyderms that had been restored to tile world. 

The Tapir is never found far from ihe water, m which it 
disports itself as if it belonged liaturalh to that element. If 
alarmed on land, it always makes for the rner. into which U 
plunges, and then can escape fium any foe except man. it is 
•i vegetable eater, feeding mostly on wild gourds, melons, and 
similar fruits. It is easily tamed, and soon becouu s as 
familiar as a dog. 

T u uomua (//a mi n mu jh>i ttinir<l uni ). — Found plentifully 
in sandy ground near swamps, but not in them. 

The natives pi -i fume their hair with a minute fungus which 
always grows m the newly-cut wood of the Talironira. The 
timber is chielly used for house-frames and wheel-spokes. 
1 he tree is about ninety feet ill height. 

Tn.i.n. Sir •'Jaguar” 

1 IoI.k-Uiiui. There ale several species of these birds, 
which devi\ e their popular name from the peculiar cry 
wbii h they utter. 1 his call resembles the civ of 1 be jaguar, 
popularly called the tiger, and. like the jaguar, the Tiger- Bird 



EXPLANATORY INDEX. 


475 


utters its cry in the early morning and late in the evening. 
Two speeies are tolerably common. One (1'igrisnma Brazil- 
ituse) is simply brown in colour, but another (Tiyrisoma 
tigriaum ) is dull yellow, with a number of short black bam 
across the feathers. 

Tioer-cat. -One of the small Leopards known as Margays 
' Leopard Hit tigrinus). Several species of leopard are called bv 
this name. Water ton tamed one of them, brought it home, 
and actually trained it to run with the fox hounds. It was 
\ery useful as a rat-catcher. 

Tinamoi . — These birds all belong to the genus Tiintnwtis, 
and are all natives of .South America. They are on an 
average about the size of a grouse. They have very short 
tails, which gives them rather a lumpish appearance They 
seem to be lather stupid birds, and can be caught by a 
noose fixed to the end of a long stick The species which is 
mentioned by Waterton under tile name of Mania is probably 
Tinniiwtix el ega ns. 

Tirana. — See ".'sun bird." 

Tortoise. — This is the Box-Toitoise ( Cistiula Carolina ), 
so called because it can not unlv draw its limbs and head 
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within the shell, but call fold the shell together, sh that it 
is quite invulnerable — N. Sydney Smith's simile on page 10. 
The negroes call it bv the name of Looter. 
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It is alw.ivs t'i be found in drv situ ttinns, preferring the 
pine forests, because thev also love a dry soil. It is of small 
size, and as it is very prettily coloured, it is som 'times manu- 
factured into a snuff-box. being mounted in silver, ami having 
the movable plates tittel with hinges, and spring-clasps. 
Tile colour is most variable, but black and yellow are the 
most conspicuous lutes. 

Toucan'. — Tropical America pro-luces an inexhaustible 
variety of living creatures, and there is perhaps none more 
remarkable than that extraordinary group of birds known as 
Toucans, from the native name Toco. 
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Kingsley yems to have been uivatly impressed with the 
appearance of the toucan, and agrees with AVaterton that it is 
e^M-nti-dly n fruit-eating bird : — 

" A Toucan out of the primeval fme^t. as gorgeous in 
i-'iluiir ;is ln> is lidic-ulous in shape. ITis general plumage m 
black, set oft: by a snow-white gorget fringed with ciimson ; 
cinason and green tail coverts, and a crimson and grten beak, 
\sith blue cere about hA face and throat. 
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"Hi'' em irmous ami weak l>ill -cum made for the purpose 
of swallowing bananas whole ; how lie feeds liim^elf with it 
iu tlie forest ia difficult to guess (»<?<.> " Banana ") : and w hen lie 
hups up and down on his great clattering feet — two toes turned 
forward and two hack — twisting head and Leak right and left 
(for he cannot well see st might before hint) to see whence the 
bananas are coining : or when again, after gorging a couple, 
he sits gulping and winking, digesting them in serene satis- 
faction, he is as good a specimen as can be seen of the 
ludicrous — dare I say the intentionally ludicrous ? — element in 
nature.” 

It is true that in confinement the Toucan will eat little 
birds, just as a monkey will eat a mouse, but I very much 
doubt whether either toucan or monkey touches animal food 
in its native woods Toucans make great inroads on the 
plantations of oranges, guavas, and other fruit, but. as they 
are shot in considerable numbers, the delicacy of their flesh 
makes amends for their depredations. AVaterton seems to 
have eaten his Toucans boiled. 

There arc many species of Toucan The lioiuadi of \A uter 
ton is liho tt'i/f/i I'O/'h/jr/rl’iis, and the Jtcirou is 

llhainph«*tos AriJ. as shown in the illustration. The 
Tuucanet is Mm HtjJmtfns ritf/t!,ivi. It i' an active little 
bird, uttering its yelping cry either by day or ill the evening, 
and jerking its head about in a most ludicrous fashion. 

Timms. NT-VIMM-:.- -The live great tlioes are given on p, I'.'IT. 
Taking them in their order, the AVaiaws. or Guaraons, as 
Humboldt calls them, are lmue exclusively aijuetio than the 
others, one great division of them living wholly in lake 
dwellings built in the stems of the ita or lnoriche palm N,, 
" _Eta.” Thev are also the best cam e lookers, and call calve 
canoes out of trie flunks, seme of which are able to carry 
verv large Itniiiheis of mill. They sell these ranees to other 
t rihes. 

The Alow arks ai e taller and fuller than the other tribes, 
aveiaging tn in ■"> fr t in to 7> ft n m m he'ghr.aial the mixed 
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progeny of Arowack and European is said to be remarkable 
for its beauty and intellect. The Acoways wear scarcely 
any clothing, and indeed, when no white men are near, do 
not trouble themselves about clothes at all. They wear their 
coarse black hair very long, and ate accustomed to carry a 
piece of wood in the cartilage of the nose. 
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The Caribs are also nude, and wear ornaments in their 
under lips. Lastly, come the IMaroushies, who ate the best 
wourali makeis, and sell it to other tribes. 

In the accompanying illustration I have brought together 
three figures, in order to show the difference between the 
European and Guianan types of the human frame. The 
"Painters Ideal” is copied from an imaginative drawing 
"f a young Indian girl, as depicted by a well-known artist 
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The model is clearly of an English type, with the abundant 
wavy hair, bioping shoulders, ample brow, full eves, and 
straight delicate nose. Substitute an English arclierv dress 
for the skin robe, and a bow for the spear, and there is a 
handsome English girl at an archery meeting. 

The Sculptor’s Ideal of the same subject is wholly Greek 
Substitute a crescent diadem for the plumed circlet, a light 
classical chiton for the feather apron, and there is Diana. 

How different is the real figure of the Guianan type of female 
beauty, copied exactly from a photograph in mv possession ! 
Note the difference of size, the coarse, straight hair, the little 
eyes, the high cheek-bones, the short neck, the square shoulders, 
the in-turned feet, and the spreading toes Diess her as you 
will, or even change her complexion, she can never look 
English or Gieek. 

Tkoelv. — This is a palm with very long and wide leaves, 
which are much used in the construction of houses Stednian 
mentions the palm under the name of Trooly. and states that 
the leaves diverge directly from the ground, like those of the 
young coueourite. The leaves are known by tile name of t.is. 
It is probably one of the fall-palms (T/odaur). the leaves of 
which are more than t\\el\e feet in width and proportionately 
long. When young, it has no stem, so that it answers both 
to Stednian s and Waterton’s descriptions. 

Tropic I!il(l> (P/me/oit nt)n ren'-) — This beautiful bird is 
one of the Pelican family, and derives its popular name from 
the fact that it is never seen outside the tropics unless blown 
by gales too violent to lie resisted, even by its powerful wings. 
Like its relative, the frigate bird, it can lemain on the wing 
during the whole day. and has been met at sea at least a 
thousand miles from the nearest land. Tt can, however, rest 
its wings by sitting on the water. 

Theie are several species of these birds, fine named the 
Roseate Tropic l!iid. being in great lequost among the natives 
of tile South Seas, who Use their long tail-plumes as ornament' 
in their head dresses of ceivmoiiv. In this species, the tail 
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iT.ithers an- sc u let. ami ;uv fastened into a plaited tillet 
which surrounds the head, very much the Uuianan natives 
make* their feather-crowns with the tail-feathers of macaws. 

On account of the aerial habits of the bird, it is not easy to 
procure these feathers and these islanders manage to supply 
themselves by watching their nesting-places, mauling up to 
them, and jerking out the feathers as they sit on their eggs, 

Watertoii had grtat difficulty in obtaining one of these 
birds but at last shot one. in a votage across the Atlantic. 



Ho ollerod a guinea for the recoyery of the bird, when a 
banish sailor plunged into the sea after it. He nearly lost 
nut only the reward, but his life, for no boat could be launched, 
ami tiie ship was going so fast through tin* water, that in trying 
to 1 ’ai.lv, shi j missed stays, and they hail to wear her. How- 
*'ei, the mail kept him-elt atlo.it. ami delivered the bird to 
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Wutcrtnu. wlm had .1 special tilli- tiuii fur it ever after n ards 
The illustration is taken from a sketch of this very specimen, 
as it stoorl in his iuuh’uu]. 

Troupials. — T here are many of the^e birds, the best known 
of which is the I!ice Troupial (I)oH< nri'lvonm). 

It obtains its name from its extreme fondness for rice, and 
is sometimes called the rice-bunting. As it has a very wide 
lange, is extremely plentiful, and possesses a beautiful voice, it 
has received a variety of popular names, such as butter-bird- 
because it becomes so fat in harvest time : reed-bird, because it 
is fond of settling in vast numbers among seeds ; bob o-lmk. 
bob-linkum. &i\ 

Trumpeter, sometinu s called Warat.iha </’*>jJn'a 



— This bird is allied to the crane. Waterton mentions that 
it can bo domesticated, and in such cases, it usually considers 
the hou=e as its own. and is madly jealous of any other pet 
which it fancies may deprive it of its ma-ti-r - alleetions. As 
for cats, it cannot ! ear them, and alwajs turns them out of 
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t!i- room if po--ible Then dogs yield t < > it unle-s thev are 
very courageous. for tlie Tiumpeter art wks them after a verv 
peculiar fashion jumping on it-' foe- hark. ami kicking and 
packing him until he i- quite bewildered. 

It i- uvnnllv a beautiful bird, eq eeiullv in the breu-t. where 
the ld.,ek feathers tire richly gh>--td with gold and juuple 
upon tl.eir edge-. 

Tniii.r. Fur.-H-w ati:r — Several reptile- are known bv this 
name. That to which AAAvteiton here refers i- probably the 
1, truer of the two (/'«>/,«•(*♦ mi< » •■jiin-it). called Saeliapana by 
the natives. Its egg- are large, spherical, and with white 
shell- The smaller species (J.'wi/* faioovo, called hv the 
native- T.o’acai. lays .-oft oval eggs. The egg- of both 
ecie- are valued a- food and only the yolk is eaten. It is 
allied to tin* well-known ehi< ken tuitoi-e of North America. 


V. 


\ xMl'lim i \ ii in j i’iis r (i m i. — As to the A umpire bats 

which would not hire AVnterton. who did hi- he-t to allme 
them, and would in-i-t on biting evert body cl-e, who did not 
w i-h to be bitten. 0. King-ley ha- the following remaiks : — 
"Then we in-pected a coolie’s great toe, which had been 
severely bitten by a Vampire in the night. 

"And here let me .-ay that the popular di-belief of Vampire 
-0 rii - is only owing to Engli-h ignorance, and disinclination 
to believe any of the many quaint doings which John Bull 
ha- not seen, became lie doe- not care to see them. If ho 
comes to these part-, he mu-t he careful not to leave his feet 
or hand- out of bed without mosquito curtains, if lie lui- 
good hor-e-. lie ought not to leave them expo-ed at night 
without wire-gauze loiunl the st. dale shed — a plan which, to 
my -urpri-e, I neier saw u-ed in the AVest Indies. 

•• < *1 lie ru w*. hr- will l>e but too 1 ilv« ■! \ to fiml in the morniiiii 
•* 1 * i-'iili'iLu’ Int < ut out oi hi- own | ! o - 1 > or event wor-o. out ot 
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hi' horse’.- withers or throat . wlio-e twisting and lashing cannot 
shake the tormentor otf : and must be content to have himself 
lamed, or Ids hors.vs weakened to staggering and thrown out 
of collar-work for a week, as I have seen happen more than 
once or twice The onlv meth >d of keeping otf the Vampire 
yet employed in stables is light : and a lamp) is usually kepit 
burning there. But the negro — not the most careful of men 
— is apt not to fill and trim it ; and if it goes out in the small 
hours, the horses are pretty suie to be sucked, if there is a 
forest near. 

" So numerous and troublesome, indeed, are the A umpires, 
th.it there are pastures in Trinidad in which, at h ast till the 
adjoining' woods were cleared, the cattle would not fatten, or 
even thrive : being found, morning after morning, weak and 
sick from tlm bleeding which they had endured at night.” 

The coolie in question— a Hindoo — made very light of the 
injury, although the toe bled considerably, ami the wound 
could scareelv be honied. AYhy the Vampire should always 
select the withers of the hor~e and the toes of the human 
being is a problem as vet unsolved. Neither do we know 
how the Vampires lived when they hid neither hor-e-. cattle, 
nor human beings to stick, any more than w e know how count- 
less millions of mosquitos, l'eas, land leeches, and other 
noxious creatures contrive to exist without the blood of man 
or beast. 

Vaxilt a ( Vd n >1} <t jJihuj'u'iii ). — The plant which finni-lios 
the well known Vanilla, so much used by pastry-cooks, i.s a 
curious parasitic oivh'd. 

It originally starts from the ground and then ascends the 
trunk of a tree. The stem i.s square, anti throws out a number 
of little rootlets, which make their way into the bark and 
drain the tree of its sap. 

Indeed, so entirely does it depend upon the ju' hi" of the 
tree for its Lfe. that if it he cut away below, so as to sov. r its 
connection with the around, it "ill ‘"iit'uac to g>"" as veil 
as ever. Our ivy. it' cat, always da ~ b, cause u 'hri\e~ 'Is 
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v hole subsistence fr mi the ground, and iu me from the tree, 
mul. .is is shown by the sketches of the Ivy Tower on pages 
4-b and 60, flourishes as well on stone walls as on trees. 

The flowers grow in sp Ices, and are lichly perfiunod. and 
the pods are very flat, and open along the .side. Very little 
centime vanilla Amis its way into England, not more than a 
few hundred- weight helm; imported. Its place is supplied by 
the common and mutdi cheaper balsam of I’eru. 

Vn.TURK, Aura (CWl/i/uVes avra i. — The name of this bird 
will always oil to mind the memorable controversy between 



Waterton and Audubon, in whnh tin- former came off the 
victor. The whole eoiitrovoi -y is printed in tin- volumes of 
/f.'SO >/v and it is too Ion; to be inserted in tiiis book, and too 
valuable to lie judged by mi ails of extracts. I strongly 
recommend the reader to procuie tlie.se essays, and admit 0 the 
masterly mann-r in which Waterton handled the subject, and 
the completeness with which he cut away tile ground from 
under the feet of hi' antagonist 
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The Aura Vulture. poj uI.uT. known a- the Tiukey Buzzard, 
is wry common in it- own muntry, and in civilized place- is 
protected hy law. oil account i t it- value as a scavenger. 
\\ aterton state-, in corn boratn n of in- own uni of the cu-e. 
that dnr.ng the dreadful pkmu. in XI. km i. which lias alre idy 
been mention. d "n p. 11, ihe Vultuie d-d iiic-tiuiable service. 

"So great was the daily havoc of death, that no private 
buiials could be allowed, and many a corpse lay exposed in 
the open air until the dead cart- made their rounds at night- 
fall to take them away to their la-t iv-ting-place, which was 
a large pit, prepared by the convict- in the day time. 

" During this long continued scene of woe and sorrow, which 
I saw and felt, I never could ltam tliit the \ ultures preyed 
upon the dead bodies which had not had time enough to 
putrefy. But. when the wind blew in from the Mediterranean, 
and washed ashore the corrupted bodies of those who died ot 
the pestilence, and had been thrown ovei board from the 
shipping, then it wu- that the vulture- came fioui the neigli- 
bouiing hills to ,-ati-fy theii humu r. " 

The popului name of turkey buzzard is given to the bird 
on account of it.- resemblance to tlic common turkey, and 
many a new comer has found himself an object of derision 
because lie has shot an Aura Vulture, taking it tor a 
turkev. 



The smaller illustration i- tak. n from a sketch at the 
Zoological Gardens, lvpre-eiiting the Vulture m a fuv.miitc 
attitude, sitting on its ankles, with it- winm- halt -plead, 
rejoicing in the sun. 

Vri.rinr, Jv i.\o i /"nnj /■ ■ /"p" ! E. im: om of too 
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longest ami most powerful of the Vulture tribe. this bird has 
derived it-, name from the tyranny which it exercises over the 
aura and black vultures, not allowing them to eat until its 
own hunger is satisfied. The beautiful colours which adorn 
the beak are well and accurately described by XVaterton. and 
it is on account of these fleshy excrescences that the bird is 
called by the .scientific name of tiarcorhainphus, or "tlesh- 
beiked.” These colours, however, are not to he found in the 
your." bird, and do not make their appearance until the fourth 
veir. The name of is equivalent to that of pope, and 

signifies that the bird is a sort of pope among the other vul- 
tures. Its curious facility f >r discovering dead carrion and 
snakes Ins already been mentioned on p. dcjf*. 


\V. 

Wait ui\ Tui.f. i r.p'rn" jii'-othi). —So called from the shape 
of the pods, which resemble a sickle. Tut. jal.c. "I passed 
. the AVallubu Tree, with its thin curved pods dangling 
from innumerable bootlaces six feet long.” — (_'. Kingsley. 
The wood of the wnllabu splits freely, and is used for staves 
and shingles 'The oily resin exudes from the tree when 
wounded. Also, m- “ Siloubali." 

XV a u — Xk, ••(’otingn, Pompadour.' 

\Y .urn aha.-- >*• " Trumpeter. 

AYati li-Hi-x. Sri'K-w ixi.rn i Pur, -a .Tm-una). — Several species 
of .lac.ina me known, and are at once recognizable by tlie 
enormous proportionate length .aid slenderness of the toes. 

This prnvi-inn of nature enables them to walk with -sifety 
npon the lioating le ives of water plants, and so to proeuie its 
iood. which consists of aquatic insects, «vc. It is a good 
swimmer and diver, lmt its powers of wing are trifling. The 
magnificent leaf of the Victoria regia is a great favourite with 
the .lac.ina. which fills a linn footing on a leaf which is able to 
sustain the weght of a little girl some six nr si ven Years old. 
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('la eicli win-' is :i slurp and rather strung spur, which his 
earned for the bird the p >pulur mine of Spur-whig. It is 
al-,o rem.ukahle for a curious leatheiy excrescence, which rises 
from the base of the beak. both above ami below. 



Watebmamma. — Throughout the whole of (..uiana then* is 
a .superstitious die.td of some strange being which, like the 
mppen of Norway, the gnomes, goblins, and other malignant 
senii- spiritual beings of Europe, the jinns of Asia, and the 
jumbie.s of Africa, take a demoniacal delight in was laying and 
murdering travellers. 

The TV.itermainiiia seems to be able to assume various 
forms, though it generally prefers that of a human being. 
Mr. llrown mentions it under the name oi water child. 

“On our way we passed a deep pool, whoie time was an 
eddv, in which the guidti informed us then- Lied a watei 
child'’ covered with long hair, A wooiKkui (' • 1,111111 1 "hh 
Indians was pacing the spot one day. when the water-child 
came to the smface. caught hold of, and up-.-t the canoe. < die 
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of its occupants smk with it. and, being seized by the child, 
never tume up to the surface again.” 

This accunt. it will be seen, tillin' exictly with that of 
VaTerton. 

The same writer mentions th : s semi-s'-ipernitural being 
under another name. is. "didi."’ 

•'The first night after leaving Peiimuh we heard a long, 
loud, and most meltnckolv whistle, proceeding from the 
direction of the depths of the forest, at which some of the 
men exclaimed, in an awed tone of voice, ‘The duli ' ’ Two 
or three times the whistle was repeated, sounding like tbit 
made by a human being, beginning in a high key, and dying 
slowly and gradually away in a low one. There were con- 
flicting op’nions amongst the men regarding the origin of 
fiir'-e sounds. Some said they proceeded from the wild hairy 
man. or ‘didi.' of the Indians: others tbit they were pro- 
duced by a large and jioisonous snake which hves in one tiee 
from its youth up. when it attains a great size, living upon 
biids which are so unfortunate as to alight near it, and thus 
berime victims to its power of fascination. The "didi’ is 
said by the Indians to b • a short, thick set. and powerful 
wild man, whose body is covered with hair, and who lives in 
th" forest. A b -lipf in the existence of this fabulous creature 
is universal over the wlnl ■ of liriti-h Venezuelan, and 
lirazilian (ruian.i. On the T >einer.tra liver, some years after 
this. I met a hdf-lnvd woodcutter, who rol ited an cnc.iun l 'er 
tint he hal with two didij — i mile and female — in which he 
successfully resisted ill ar at ticks with his a\e. Iii tlm fray, 
he stated th it h? was a grid deal scratch'd. f 1 is story 
requires to be taken witli a very large grain of salt.’ 

Ww or Wif.ii 1 ’,j:r — AW Kjirunianni.” 

AVnrr -root: -XVi 1 . 1 .. — Arc " < iout.sUckers 

A\'inr Svaki: t Phihvlfii tx ciriilinininx) —Several Snakes are 
called by this name. I ipcause their long, slender bodies look 
very much like the pl.iitel thong of a limiting' whip. Indeed, 
more than once a AVhipsiiake has been grasped under the 
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impression that it was a whip-thong, which had been dropped 
in the path. 

Some of them are venomous, hut that which is mentioned 
by TV aterton is perfectly harmless. It is about two feet in 
length, of a l<«vel v green colour, and verv active, dartinv 
among the leaves and branches with such rapid agility, that 
the slightest twig scarcely bends under its weight. 

W hu-are-yoi'. — A Goatsucker ; species uncertain. 

A ILLY CnME-Gu. — Ditto. 

Woodpecker, Redheaded (J feftutcrjies eryf/n'ocejihalus). 

W tODSKTX. - — Popular name for a Bark Canoe. A. 
" Purple- Heart.” 

W ork-away. — A Goatsucker : species uncertain. 

W orKALi. — The information acquired by TVaterton is most 
mteiesting. and it is to his energy and perseverance that we 
owe our knowledge of the most wonderful poison ever invented 
by savage races. As may be seen from TVaterton's account, 
its manufacture is evidently the result of experience. More 
than one substance is used in it. and as the TVourali made bv 
the Macoushis. one of the live great tribes, is mi superior in 
f]U ility that the other tribes ate glad to buv it. there is no 
doubt that very great skill is inquired for its prepaiation. 
I-ven among tlie Macon-his theie are some families which are 
celebrated for the strength of the TVourali made by them, and 
the secret of its manufacture is said to be handed down from 
father to son. the pi av men. or conjurors, being the chief 

manufacturers. 

Several instances aie known of experiments made in Europe 
with TVourali. and which have failed, f have little doubt that 
tile pojson with which they weiemade was not genuine, nr that 
it laid been neglected. The savages of Guiana aie quite as 
ox) err at adulteration as the civilized milkman, publican, or 
grocer, and are perfectly e ipalde of making Vouiah for the 
market, lmt not for imo 

Wateftnn never fail d with the experiliu uts which lie made 
with the poison which he himself obtained tintn the Maeoush s 



while dwelling amon" them. In or. a-, far at I know, hat 
any one failed with Wnterton's p lisun. I in.ule a few ex- 
periments with some of it. and found that his account of it 
was literally true. 

Death was not inst mtaneous, but tlm creiture which was 
wounded seemed to he immediately eleprived of all wish to 
move. On the spot it was wounded, there it remained, its 
eyes giving no indication of sensitiveness when touched, and 
its limbs gradually relaxing as if in sleep. Yet the poison 
which I used had been preserved nearly forty years at Wal- 
ton Hall, but it had been carefully kept from damp, which 
injure', even if it does not destroy its power'. 

In liis essay on the Monkey family, Waterton makes a 
pa'sing. but valuable rental k on the Wourali : — 

*• If you are in want of a tender monkey, a month old or so, 
to boil for broth or to educate as a pet. your only chance of 
success is to shoot the poor mother, but not with a fowling- 
piece. Mine times out of ten the w< uuded mother would 
stay in the clefts of the trees, where she would ultimately 
perish with her progeny. An arrow, poisoned with Wourali, 
is your surest weapon. 

Take a good aim, and in a few minutes the monkey will 
he lying dead at your feet. The Wourali poison totally 
destroys all tension in the muscles. Now, a gun-shot wound, 
even though it be mortal, has not such an immediate effect. 

*• Knowing this to be the case, whenever a monkey was 
wanted, recourse was had to poisoned arrows. l!y this pre- 
caution, the ill-fated animal's existence was not prolonged 
under the painful anguish of a deadly wound. The Wourali 
poison would act as a balmy soporitic, and the victim would 
be dead at your feet in a very short space of time ’’ 

The necessity for some such poison is evident from the 
fact that on account of the exuberant luxuriance of tropical 
vegetation, a mortally wounded monkey, if only able to 
traverse a couple of hundred yards, would be hopelessly lost, 
and whether the body remained wedged among the houghs or 
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fell to the ground would be a secret only known to the 
vultures and carrion -feeding insects. 

The peculiar (jit ike ” or basket into which the Wouruli- 
m.iker puts his materials, is shown on jug-* -Did. 

Chief among the materials is the Wourali A'ine (S/ri/chunx 
/'<>■;/! /•«(!. This, as its name imports, is allied to the plant 
which furnishes the well-known strychnine poison. 

When full grown, its vine-like stem is about three inches in 
diameter, covered with a rough greyish bark, like that of the 
vine. The daik-green leaves are oval in shipe, and are set 
opposite to each other. It is a tolerably common plant in 
certain places, but it is very local, and among the abundance 
of herbage is not readily distinguishable. It bears a round 
fruit, shaped like an apple, and containing seeds imbedded in 
a very bitter pulp. 

The " root of a very hitter taste ” is evidently the hyarri. 
or haiarri. a plant belonging to the genus Linflt^rirj.iin, 
elneily used in poisi ning fish, (if this plant the following 
description is given by the 1 lev. J. H. Benia u, in his 
Lahunrs in IJriti'-h (Jninn't : — 

"The haiarri is a papilionaceous vine, bearing a small 
bluish cluster of blossoms, producing a pod about two inches 
m length, containing some small grey seeds. The root itself 
is stronger in its effects than the vine, and is always preferred 
by the Indians. A solid cubic foot of this root will poison 
an acre of water, even in the rapids. In creeks and standing 
water, its effects arc still more extensive. ’ 

Wilt n used, the soft yellow roots are pounded with a 
stone or mallet and steeped in water, which is then thrown 
into the river. Heaps of the pounded roots are often found 
on the stones on the river bank, showing that the fish have 
been lately poisoned. They appear to be stupefied by tho 
poison, and float on the surface. Minn they are eitli* r shot 
with anows or simply lifted out by hand. 

Xo injurious effect on the ilesh is produced by the poison, 
which lias been conjectured to paralyse the gill', and so to 
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kill tlie tisli. or at least to render it senseless, by asphyxiation. 
Perhaps the paralysing effect of the Wourali inuv be due to 
the haiairi juice. 

In Air. C. B. Brown’s work on Guiana, there is an interest- 
ing account of this mode of tisli killing : — 

*• I set out at an earlv hour one morning, with Ben. Emma, 
and Yaekarawu, in a wood-skin, for a place wheie the Oowen- 
amon Indians weie going to poison a pool so as to obtain its 
tish. After about two hours hard paddling we arrived at a 
large cataract, called Cartoweire. and, taking our canoe into 
smooth water above, found the Indians, eleven in number, 
busily engaged in beating bundles of a soft yellow root 
with sticks. These hakirie roots were each about two inches 
in diameter, and of a light yellow colour, containing a yellow 
creamy juice, having a disagreeable raw smell. Each bundle 
was about a foot in diameter and two feet in bngth. When 
thoroughly pounded into pulp, they were thrown into canoes, 
in which a little water had been previously placed, and then 
the juice was wmng from them. The enclosure to lie acted 
upon was of an ineeulur shape, occupying about two acres of 
rivi r. and formed by dams of rock, built into the spaces be- 
tween rocky areas and small islands. In building this the 
Indians hid left two large gaps open, one being where the 
greatest body of water ran in, and the other where it flowed 
out. When we arrived they had closed these gaps with a 
wattle arrangement, so that all chan -es of eseipe for the tish 
were cut off. Three canoes, containing the juice of six bundles 
of haiarie. were then taken to the upper end of the enclosure, 
and the subtle poi-nn discharged from them. It was borne 
down l,v th • slight curr. nt, and mingled rabidly with the 
pure dark water .Most of the Indians then got into the 
e nines and pii'lie 1 out bows and a l rows in hand into the 
middle of tlm enclosure, whilst the lent cinder, with ini' men 

•also furni'b d v th rbe srue wetpops, st 1 upon tlm reeks 

at the edge lu ten minutes time numbers of small Inli calue 
r o tlm surface and ~\vo,n tine mill about, trying to rise above 
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witter' then --non were lloating about tjtiite dead. After an 
interval of five mimite^ more, a single paeu .-ho wed its back 
tin. ami ahn tiied to raise its head above water. An instant 
more, and the wliole place s wanned alive with large tish, paeu 
and e.irtabae. all struggling and dapping at the surface or 
whirling round and round. Manv tried to force themselves 
out of the water up the 'loping smfaee of the rocks, and two 
were successful in this. d\ing on the strand. From the 
excited manner in which they struggled, it seemed to me as if 
the poison had an intoxicating etlect upon them. It might 
have been that the contact of the poison with their gills had 
produced a feeling of suffocation — hence their endeavours to 
tseape from their native element. 

" It was a most exciting scene for a time, as the Indians 
shot arrow after arrow into the bewildered dying fish and 
hunted them ashore or into the came In about an hour the 
murderous work was over, and lot) line paeu and eartabac 
were lying dead upon the locks around the pool, the victims 
of Indian prowess and poison. 1 Miring the whole proceedings 
1. stood on the rocks at the u[pcr end of the pool, and had a 
line view of the scene, the tine't part of which was to .see the 
naked savage, in all his glory, drawing his bow with strength 
and ease and letting ily Ins arrows with unerring aim." 

Another plant, called Kenamie. is ti'cd for the same pur- 
pose. It belongs to the 1 'pmi/mxiVu . 

The •• two bulbous plants ' w hieh supply the glutinous matter 
I cannot identify 

As to the red pepper, ants, and snake-fangs. I do not believe 
that they have any effect in strengthening the poison. When 
rightly prepared, it has about the consistence of treacle, and 
possesses a fragrant and penetrating odour peculiarly its own 
Although so deadlv when it diiv etly t-nti l's the blood, it is, 
like the poison of snakes, harmless when swallowed I have 
tasted some with which Waterton furnished me. and found it 
to be intensely bitter, with somewhat of a ipuissia like aroma, 
and that its taste was a~ unique as it' smell. 
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AVaterton not only .succeeded in procuring the manufactured 
poison, but al-o the tv hole of the materials of which it is made. 
Unfortunately, the cance was capsized in the fulls of the 
Essequibo river, the precious parcel was lost, and there was 
no second opportunity of replacing it. As to the abandon- 
ment of the temporary hut after the Wourali has been made, 
sub-equent t rave-l lets have said that the hut is not onlv aban- 
doned, but burned to the ground, so as not to leave a trace of 
the mode by which the poison was prepared. 

AVkex ( Trrijlutl i/tts t-i'.Joii ). 

Y. 

A AM ( 1) iOSCO/X t< Sy'.). 

A awaracihis. — All these little birds are Alunakins. y.r. , 
and belong to the genus Vq-m. 
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The late Arthur Strickland. of whom Watt-rum speaks in 
such high praise as to say that " he had more orthodox orni- 
thology in his little linger than most of our mighty closet 
naturalists have in their entire carcass.’' and that his collec- 
tion of British birds was without a rival ; never would have 
his birds stuffed, keeping the skins in drawers. 

Many years ago. when he was showing me his collection, 
I rather wondered to rind that the skins had only just enough 
c-otton wool in them to keep them slightly open, but soon found 
that lie was right Could he have put them all under Water- 
tons magic ringers he would have been glad enough that they 
should be “ set up." but lie was too good a naturalist to entrust 
them to ordinary bird staffers. 

In the chapter added to the Wiiivlei'iiijs. and to be found on 
page 335, Waterton gives the tirst account of the art which he 
created, and even with the aid of those few pages, any one 
with ordinary intellect, a thorough knowledge of the animal, 
and a fair acquaintance with anatomy, especially that of the 
skeleton, would be able to produce specimens of taxidermy 
far superior to those which are ordinarily to be found in 
museums. But art must be progressive, and as be gained ex- 
perience Waterton was perpetually discovering nnpi ovements 
in taxidermy. Most of these improvements are givi n in one 
or two portions of bis bwiys the principal pan of which 
will presently be extracted. 
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First. we come to his mode of preparing birds' eggs. When 
I was a boy, I used to be terribly annoyed to find that 
valuable eggs, which had been obtained almost at the risk of 
mv life, were putrid, and swarming with maggots, owing to 
the deeav of the lining membrane. Wateiton’s gradual im- 
provement in egg preservation was verv interesting, as 
showing the growth of the art. 

Of course, he introduced the solution of corrosive sublimate, 
but he did so by sucking it into the egg by a hole at one end, 
while the lips were applied to the other. Xow, he soon found 
that making a hole at the end of the egg spoiled its contour, 
and he then made the two holes at one side. Afterwards, he 
only employed one rather large hole, and emptied the egg by 
shaking it in water. 

I have found, however, that a sirgle small hole on the side 
will sutlice. < let a piece of ordinary glass tubing, about 
eighteen inches long, and not more than a quarter of an inch 
in diameter, heat it red-hot in a spirit lamp or a gas flame, 
and then draw it out in the shape of an elongated hour-glass. 
Break it asunder, and you have a tube with a point about as 
large as a darning needle. 

Xow break up the yolk of the egg with your needle, intro- 
duce the glass point, and you can suck out the contents of the 
egg in the tube. Inject water once or twice so as to clean it 
completely, and then, by the same means, introduce the poison. 

For soft -shell eggs like those of the snake or turtle, the 
best plan is to empty them, poison them, fill them with sand, 
and let them diy, hanging them separately in pieces of net or 
muslin to keep them from flattening. When quite dry, the 
sand can be shaken out and the egg u ill e ver afterwards re- 
tain its sh ipe. If the egg be " hard set,” the best plan is to cut 
out a small piece of the shell, dry it on a curved surface, lest 
ii slmnld lose its shape, and extract the contents through the 
opening. Whan it is dry. the piece of shell cun be replaced 
with a little thin paper and diamond cement, and if neatly 
lone, tin- junction will -e.n-celv be visible 
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There are some eggs, notably those of the kiugtisker, which 
alti-r their colour when empty. The kingtisher’s etrg, when 
fresh, is almost tianslncent. and a beautiful rosv white, but 
" ^ eli blown, it becomes us opaque and as dead white as the egg 
of a fowl. 1 hit upon a plan of restoring the colour which 
answered admirably, and is vtiy easy. Mix carmine powder 
with melted white wax. and make it much darker than the 
required hue. as the shell absoibs much of the colour. 

Empty and poison the eggs as before, and get the wax to 
boiling point. Heat the egg and gi .ss tube as much as tliev 
will bear, draw a few drops of the wax into the tube, blow it 
into the egg. and keep turning the egg over and over in front 
of a tire until every part of it i- equally coloured. Remove it 
from the fire and continue to turn it until it is cold, and the 
colour will then be so perfectly restored that if it be placed 
among a number of fresh eggs, the keenest eye will not be able 
to distinguish it. If the egg be laid down before it is cold, 
the wax will run downwards and make the colour streaky 
instead of regular. 

Here is Wat err on's account of the improvements which ho 
made in taxidermy after he published the WihuJu-iinjx. 

'' Those who preserve quadrupeds for cabinets of natural 
history seem not to be aware that, aft or the 'kin of the 
animal has been taken off. there is a necessity for -ome pints 
ot it to be pared down from within These parts are elrielly 
the nose, the lips, and the soles of the feet. I'nless they be 
rendered thin by the operation of the knife, there will be no 
possibility of restoring to tlicm that natural appearance which 
they were seen to possess in life. The inner skin of the ears, 
ton, must be separated from the outer one, until you conn- 
close to the extreme edge. Nothing 'hort of this operation 
can save the car from becoming a deformity. 

" Every bone in the 'kin. to the Lt~t joint of the tee, next 
the claw, must be taken out. in order to allow the operator 
an oppoitunity of re'iunng the -kin to its iorn.er just 
proportion. 


K K 
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"The mouth must be sewed up from the inside (the skin 
being inside out when you sew it), beginning exactly in the 
front, and continuing the operation each way to the end of the 
gape. When the skin is taken out of the solution, it must be 
tilled cpiite full of chaff or saw dust (but I prefer ehaft), not 
minding whether the fur be wet or dry. When this has been 
done, the skin has almost the appearance of an inflated bag, 
quite deficient in feature and in muscular appearance. 

“ There are now no obstacles either from without or from 
within, to impede the artist's progress. The skin is perfectly 
free from all chance of putrefaction, is cpiite supple, and will 
remain so as long as required. There is no hard body inside 
to obstruct the tiansit of a working iron ; there is not any- 
thing in the shape of wires to prevent him from lengthening 
or shortening the neck, body, thigh, and legs, according to his 
own judgments. 

*' Now we proceed to support the skin in any attitude the 
artist may wish to place it in. 

"Join two pieces of wood in the shape of a carpenter’s 
gimlet, and of size corresponding to the size of the animal. 
When you have nearly filled the abdomen with chaff, introduce 
this machine, and let the shank hang down outside of the 
skin, just as though it were a fifth leg in the centre of the body, 
equi- distant from the fore and hind legs. This fifth leg. or 
what may be called the shank of the gimlet, is of any suffi- 
cient length, and is pa-sed through a hole in the table before 
you. and then fastened with a couple of wedges. By this 
contrivance you can raise the animal as high as you wish, or 
you can lower it at your pleasure, and the feet will just touch 
the table, without requiring any wire inside to support them. 

" Ever \ thing is now ready for the arti-t to exercise his 
abilities. 

“ Willi a piece of iron, from the size of a large darning 
needle to that of a ramrod (or larger and thicker still, if the 
bulk of t lie animal inquire it), and shaped at one end like a 
carpenter's pricker, he will push out evnv part of tlie shin 
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which ought to be pu-hed out. and then 1 educe with the end of 
hi.-> linger any part that may be too prominent . having al- 
ready made divers small holt- in the skin with his penknife, 
in order to afford entrance to the weri; : ntr in n. Thus. a -mall 
hole on the top of the head will en tble him to reach the nose, 
upper lip. and cheeks : another behind the icot of each ear ; 
another under the jaws : others, again, on the back, that he 
may reach the legs, and the remaining parts of the bodv. 
I nder each foot there will also be a hole, to give him the op- 
portunity of getting at the toe-. The lips are by far the moat 
difficult part to manage. The op erator mr.-t have a working 
iron in both hands. One of th--e v ill do the work within the 
head, and the other that without, for the lipns reunite to be 
reformed with a beautiful rotundity, and tills can only be 
effected by means of the inner and the outer iron- working in 
opposite directions. During the actual operation, the animal 
need not be kept in its original px>suioii. A smaller animal 
may be placed on the operator's lap. the large r may be thrown 
on the ground, or on the table. livery day the nose, and lipis, 
and orbits, ought to be touched with the oil and turpentine, in 
order to keep) them moist. At lir-t. after jou have used the 
working iron in every quarter where it is required, there will 
be no appearance of a re-f< rmation of the features. Xever- 
theless. in the due course of time, as the skin stiffens, the 
artist will si e the features gr.idu.tbv appear ; and every day he 
will be more and more content with liis woik. At last, the 
skin will retain the slightest impression communicated to 
it by the touch of the working iion. Then the artist will 
have it fully in his piower to reproduce wrinkles, or warts, or 
hollows, or a smooth suiface. just as occasion may require. 

“ The fur will be equally under his command. He will 
raise it, or depress it. according to circumstances, and it will 
retain the position ever after. Thus a stuffed cat in anger 
will exhibit a tail of the same extraordinary bulk which it 
does when a dog thicatens its existence. 

•' As there are pent' of a quadruped’s skin which arc bound 
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down, ns it were, to the bone Tit the eyes for example), it will 
be necessary to pass a thread, with a suificient knot at one 
end, through these parts, and to let the end without a knot 
hang loose after it has been drawn out at the opposite quarter. 
Thus, there must be a thread in the extremities at the gape of 
the mouth, and one at the corners of the eyes ; and others in 
different parts of the body, according to the operator's judg- 
ment. By pulling these at the end which hangs out. he will 
be enabled to depress the parts into their natural shape. 

"The artificial eyes must he put in on the first day of the 
operation, and taken out and put back again every time the 
head of the specimen is modelled. 

" "When all is completed, and the 'kin has become perfectly 
dry. the artist takes out the eh aft or saw-dust, and he finds 
that the specimen is qu : te firm enough to stand without any 
support from wires. He cuts three sides of a square hole 
under the feet, to fi t out the ch.tfi. and when this is done, he 
returns the skin to its place. 

"A slit must b ■ made in the crown of the head, or under 
the jaws, to allow him to lit the aitificial eyes with a little 
putty or wax The slit, if properly done, will leave no mark 
on the fur. 

" If the quadruped be stalled in distant countries, with an 
intention to be sent home, it may be cut up, when finished, 
into three or four different pieces, and this will facilitate the 
carriage. When dividing it. the operator must take care to 
hold hi- knife so as to humour the angle which the fur forms 
v, itli the skm. Thus, were I to cut a preserved skin in two 
parts the blade of niv knife would point to the head, and the 
baft t ■ > the tail of the animal. By attention to this, not a 
hair of tie- fur will be cut during the operation. 

1 will just add here (although it be a digression), that 
tii-re is no difficult y in making the legs and feet of eagles, 
turkeys, and other large birds, retain their natural size. 
You may go through every known museum, and you will find 
that the legs of these, and of all large birds, are dried and 
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shrivelled, as though they belonged to the mummies of 
ancient days. In order to give the legs of birds a natural 
appearance, and a natural size, the skin from the very claws 
to the top of the leg must be separated from the bone bv 
running a working-iron betwixt it and the bone, and then 
modelling the skin with the working iron. 

‘■The wattles of fowl, the caruncles of turkevs, and the 
combs of cocks, by the simple process of internal modelling, 
may be made to retain their natural size.” 



All improvement" arc gained by experience and. uh<i, 
1 first knew Wuterton. lie had abandoned the box of on 
ton wool, and employed a far siipivioi mode of living lu~ 
subject 

Instead of a box. he had made a -imple iraim-ni.i-k, as heiv 
shown, both ends being open and the upper part piojccting 
considerable- This was bored full of hnle~ at irregular inter 



vuK .so that an upright rod might be inserted into any of 
them. An ordinary wine cork was bored and passed over the 
rod, so as to slide rather stitHy up and down. A stout pin was 
stuck into the cork, a piece of twine tied to it. and the simple 
apparatus was complete. 

The sketch was taken while Waterton was preparing a phea- 
sant. A large lump of was is pressed on the beak and from 
it projects a sharp needle point, which can be thrust into the 
cork. It will be seen that the bird can be thus supported in 
any position, and the wings raised or depressed at pleasure. 
For convenience sake. Waterton usually placed his bird-stand 
on a little oak table, which he called "Peggy,” and which 
could be turned about so as to enable him to reach every 
part of the bird. The piece of twine attached to the pin 
was used for giving the proper position of the head, the twine 
being hitched into notches cut in the side of the stand. 

On such a stand I have prepared birds in the act of stand- 
ing, flying, swimming or feeding, and found it to be in- 
valuable. It also answers well for the smaller animals, but 
the larger kinds must necessarily have stands of correspond- 
ing size. 

I found it better to wash all birds and animals in soft, warm 
water and soap, then rin.se them thoroughly, and then, if birds, 
soak them in the poison. I used generally to dry them by 
tying a piece of strong tape to their legs and swinging them 
backwards and forwards, so that not even the most delicate 
down was matted. It was wonderful to see how beautifully 
their colours came out after the washing. 

It i' better to make absolutely 'Ure of the various parts 
of the skin to be noted, such as the position of the joints, Oco. 
A very simple way of doing so is by living the animal in the 
required attitude before skinning it, and passing a fine white 
thread through the skin at the different points, letting the 
ends hang down. They will come out easily when the opera- 
tion is completed. Measiu eincnts. and if possible, a sketch 
to scale should be taken, so as to guard against the Usual 
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curor of making tlie bodv too long, legs unequal, and, if a 
bird, the wings too wide apart or too close together. 

!Xow for the poison. 

Corrosive sublimate is not easy to procure, and the shortest 
vray is to get an order from a medical man to purchase a 
pound or two at Apothecaries' Hall. Chemists mav not sell 
it without such an order. Being very difficult to dissolve, it 
must be reduced to an almost impalpable powder. It is 
better to have this done by a chemist, as the powder is apt to 
fly about and is very dangerous. 

Alcohol, even when methylated, is rather costly. "Water-ton 
suggested to rue to try water instead of spirit. I did so. and 
found it answer for all kinds of fur and most kinds of feathers. 
But. owing to the closeness of the plumage of water-birds, 
spirit is absolutely necessary for them, and they must not 
only be thoroughly steeped, but continually turned and the 
feathers repeatedly raised and pressed. As long as a single 
bubble of air is left among the feathers, there will be a spot 
which the poison has not reached, and which the moth or 
mite is sure to find out. 

Take great care not to dip the hands in the solution. 
Should there lie a scratch on them, they will suffer intense 
pain for a long while, and the nails will always be stained a 
deep brown which cannot be removed lmt by tbo gradual 
growth of a new nail. Good India-rubber gloves are very 
useful. 

The right strength of the poison is of very great import- 
ance, and can lie secured liv Watertou's plan of making it too 
strong at first, and then adding spirit until it leaves no white 
deposit on a black feather which has luen dippi d in it and 
dried. 

for moths and butterflies, spirit is also necessary, as water 
glides off their scale covered wings, leaving no poison behind 
it. They should, when '‘set." be dipped in the solution, and 
placed to dry just inside the window, w ith their heads inwards, 
so that a draught of air shall blow up the lianw down with 
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which so uianv are adorned, and which will he matted together 
if this precaution be nut taken. A pair of small bellows 
will he found very useful, especially if the nozzle he kept 
heated with a spirit lamp. A drop of the solution is sure to 
form at the end of the wing', and should he temoved with 
blotting paper, as it is apt to bend the tip downwards and 
spoil the shape. 

Large-bodied moths should have the abdomen removed, 
the contents extracted through the wound, the inside painted 
with poison, and stuffed with cotton-wool. "When body and 
abdomen are both dry, they can be joined by diamond cement. 
Not a trace of the junction will be visible. The insect will 
not onlv he impervious to mites, hut it will always jtreserve 
its shape, and it will never he subject to -'grease.' that 
terror of all entomologists. 

lives will be found exceedingly trouble-mne. and the 
verv greatest care is needed, especially in the management 
of the 'kin at the comers. Always let it be remembered 
that eye- in life never start spherically out of circular sockets, 
('are mint h 3 taken to have the eyes of the right colour. 
Most eye- can l*e procured from the shops, but there are 
some, notably those of the toads and snakes, which must he 
made by tli ■ operator. The he-t plan is to have a number of 
little hollow glass globes, like those used for doll's eyes. 
Paint them "f (/■ '» A A/,-, till them with melted wax, push a 
piee? of iron wire into the wax. and they will answer ad- 
mirably. giving a life like aspect which can never he obtained 

hv the glass eyes of the shops. 

Two gulden maxims for the followers of Watern n, are, 
tir-t. never he discouraged ; second, never he in:) hurry. 

There is need for them both, especially the former. 
Nothing can be more discouraging to a beginner th ill the look 
of a bird newly skinned, and partly tilled with cotton-wool. 
It i' more like a bundle of miscellaneous feathers than a bird 
I'lie upper and lower beaks are ijuite independent of each 
other, the neck looks like a sausage, the wings are turned 
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in different directions. and the logs and tail dangle about 
helplessly, Xo vertigo of an attitude can be seen, and 
the operator feels very much inclined to give it up in 
despair. 

Day after day he works at it according to instructions, and 
seems to make no progress whatever. Presently, however, he 
is encouraged l>y finding that the skin begins to respond to 
his touch, and before very long, it becomes as plastic as clay 
in the hands of the sculptor. 

Xow comes the time for the second maxim. The skin, as 
Dickens's butcher said of his meat, "must be humoured, not 
drove," and if any attempt is made at hurrying, it will he 
totally spoiled. 

Waterton's deliberation while preparing a bird or animal 
was almost exasperating. He would give it a touch here and 
a touch there, smooth down a starting feather with the instru- 
ment which he mostly used, a blow-gun arrow from which 
the poison had been removed : or. he would slightly alter the 
pose of the head, or mould afresh a piece of skin which was 
beginning to shrivel. He tints kept every feather and hair 
under command, and put in touch after touch to the skin just 
as a painter does to his canvas. The tesiilt was absolute 
perfection, but the means appeared strangely inadequate. 

Xo one could prepare a humming-bird like Waterton. 
Except in his collet lion, it is next to impossible to find a 
stuffed humming-bird in which the glittering gorget is not 
disfigured bv little dark spots. Each such spot shows t li.tr 
a feather is missing. 

X ow Wateiton found that such missing feathers had 
rarely been pulled out of their sockets and lost, but had 
been dragged under the other feathers by the contraction 
of the skin. He al ways searched for tlieni. found them, 
drew them front their concealment and laid thiia in their 
places. So, t fie breasts of his humming-birds simply blazed 
with gold. ruby, azure, or emerald, according m their species, 
as they did in life. 
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The same patient care enabled him to give to all feathers 
and furs the ” flow " which they possessed in life, and which 
no method except his own lias been able to restore. 

Waterton also found that two pieces of skin if properly 
moulded together while wet. would adhere to each other firmly, 
and that a little tine glue would cause them to unite as one 
piece. It was through the knowledge of this fact that he was 
able to produce- the ludicrous combinations of different crea- 
tures "which he plac-d in his museum and ticketed with all 
kinds of quaint names. 

There was for example. "Xoctifer, - ’ or the Spirit of Xight. 
made of portions of a bittern and an eagle owl, both nocturnal 
birds. 

Then he had an absurd group of John Bull surrounded by 
difficulties. John Bull was a tortoise with the head of an 



exceedingly stout hut exceedingly worried man. He was sup- 
porting the eight hundred millions of national debt, to which 
such frequent reference is made both in the Watuhrinys 
and Essays. Clinging to his back, and driving its claws 
into him. is perched " Diabolus bellicosns,’’ a sort of grin- 
ning lizard all over .abnormal spikes and horns. Before him 
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govs '• Dial) ilii' amliiti'>>us.' with outspread wings. *’Dia- 
b< this i lindens ’ is guiding him oil hi' path, and I)iabolus 
c.eruleus.'’ with its open mouth and sharp teeth, is bringing 
up the rear. 

The museum was full of these taxidermal jokes, and not 
long before his death I procured for him a quantity of the 
exuvi.e of the serpents in th > Zoological Gardens, so that lie 
might work them into new combinations. Whether he did 
so I do not know. 

Xot least of the excellences of his system was the porta- 
bility of the objects prepared by it. We know how heavy is 



even a stuffed dog of ordinary size, with all its internal para- 
phernalia of iron bars, wood, tow. arc. But Waterton’s 
specimens are absolutely empty, the skin depending wholly on 
itself for suppoit, and being as light and elastic as thin 
horn. 

Moreover, his plan of cutting the prepared skins to pieces 
which could be packed within a small compass, reduced their 
volume as well as weight They could be taken to pieces 
and put together again in a few minutes, without showing 
the le.i't sign of a junction. Such, for example, is the speci- 
men here given. Xo one would ever suspect that it was not 
an unbroken skin, so admirably lias it been prepared, and so 
perfeetlv are the junctions concealed by the fur. 

Marvellous, however, a.' were M aterton s aehieveimmts in 
taxidermy, there was one problem which he nevt-r sueeeedeil 
in solving, naiuelv, how to preveot bare -km from *umimf 
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black. lie could model the foim of a hand, a lip, or an ear, 
to tbe minutest wrinkle, but, do what lie would, the skin 
always turned black. It is much, the same with insect', such 
as dragon dies, the colour of which depends on living tissues 
under the skin, lie suggested that the body might be taken 
to pieces, cleaned, painted on the inside, and put together 
again. 1 tried this plan, and it answered very well as far as 
the abdomen went, but utterly failed in the thorax and head, 
which persisted iu turning black. If or the solution of this 
and other problems in taxidermy, we want another 'Watertou. 
Where shall we find him ( 
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